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INDEPENDENT BRANDS

                 VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE

                      INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFITS
                                          www.flagas.com
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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act of Florida (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day.
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SUBJECT: State of Emergency

Gov. Charlie Crist declared a state of emergency. That means a sixty-day length required for a “State of Emergency” beginning from May 3, 2007. You will be under price gouging guidelines for the next sixty days until at least July 2, 2007. 

As I have mentioned on many occasions it is absolutely imperative that you maintain accurate records and have them available to respond to inquiries that will no doubt be made in advance of
    Pat Moricca  
possible subpoenas. Those records should extend back to 30 days prior to the original declaration. Comply with any requests you may receive.

The law requires you to maintain the same margin of profit for each grade of gasoline whether prices go up or down. The ‘State of Emergency’ will end on July 2, 2007 unless the Governor extends the ‘State of Emergency’ with a new Executive Order. E mails and faxes were sent out informing of the ‘State of Emergency’.  

For information contact Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
New record high gasoline prices

Washington – Gasoline prices hit a record weekly high for the week of May 21, according to data released by the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA). 

Gasoline prices jumped to $3.239 per gallon May 23, the previous high of nearly $3.07 a gallon was reached in September 2005. Gasoline prices have risen more than $1.05 cents per gallon since the first week in February according to the Energy Department. 
“The oil companies have no interest in building spare capacity because that would undermine their pricing power," Mark Cooper, research director for the Consumer Federation of America, said prior to a hearing by a House Judiciary Committee antitrust panel in Washington. They get away with it because there is no competitive discipline.
After 100 years, still no new refineries or industry plans for emergencies and planned refinery maintenance?
"I don't understand how an industry that makes tens of billions of dollars per year can still have rusty refining plants that constantly break down," said Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., chairman of the committee. Lately, Refineries have been running at approximately 70% capacity by design? 
Wholesale Gasoline price increases 
On May 18 2007 Light Sweet crude oil opened at $64.86. On May 18 wholesale gasoline prices increased (spiked) approximately $1.06 a gallon since January 30, 2007. At the same time crude oil prices averaged approximately from $57 to $66 a barrel during the same period.
On May 24 Crude oil fell on the NYMEX after the U.S. government reported refineries had increased production of motor fuel before the peak driving season. 

For every $1 increase or decrease in crude oil prices represents approximately 3 cents a gallon to the price of wholesale gasoline. Gasoline prices have increased disproportionately in comparison to the price increases per barrel of [crude] oil.
Disclosing Gasoline Price Differences for Cash and Credit Card Purchases

Newark – New Jersey officials today reminded motorists that gasoline retailers may be charging two different prices per gallon of gasoline, depending on whether payment is made by cash or credit card.

Signs displaying the per-gallon cost for both cash and credit card purchases are required on each pump when there is a price differential. The New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs has contacted the New Jersey Gasoline Retailers Association to insist that roadside signs also clearly display both the cash and credit prices for gasoline.

"Gas station operators who offer a cash discount must clearly display both prices to the motorist on all advertisements, including road signs. The State Office of Weights and Measures, which regulates the retail sale of gasoline in New Jersey, is a unit within the Division of Consumer Affairs. 

U.S. Consumers Are Paying the Price for Gas 
Washington -- U.S. consumers have spent an extra $120 billion, or an average of $146 per passenger car, this year because of the jump in gas prices, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) told Congress yesterday, Reuters reported. 
This week, the national price for regular unleaded gas hit a record $3.239, up $1.05 since the beginning of February, according to the Energy Department.
"Spending billions more on gasoline constrains consumers' budgets, leaving less money available for other purchases," Thomas McCool of the GAO told the House Oversight and Investigations Committee at a hearing on the cause of record prices.
In line with many other energy experts, McCool said the GAO found that current high gas prices are the result of offline oil refining capacity, strong gasoline demand and lower fuel inventories. Many lawmakers blame the lack of oil industry competition from mega oil company mergers.
McCool said company mergers in the 1990s caused a rise in wholesale gasoline prices during that time, but that the agency hasn't examined mergers that occurred since 2000 and therefore couldn't gauge the effect on current fuel prices. But, he said "These mergers would further increase market concentration nationwide since there are now fewer oil companies."
U. S. Congress passes price-gouging bill weekly update on the petroleum & convenience 

The U. S. Congress passed a price-gouging bill. However, like our state law, the federal language targets retailers but with the ability to levy significant fines. The bill gives the FTC "the explicit authority to investigate and punish those who artificially inflate the price of energy. Same old FTC has never found fault with the oil companies from any investigation? The Government Accountability Office (GAO) should conduct the investigation! 

Either Congress or the Senate bill defines price gouging which means it will be up to the investigator to determine who has little or no knowledge of how the petroleum industry works. 
Several governors sent in written testimony to Congress and asked President Bush to produce legislation that would define gasoline price gouging. The governors also want to pressure oil companies to and resolve refinery capacity issues affecting the high price of gasoline. 
Consumers Suspect Gouging
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New York -- As gas prices rise ahead of the summer driving season, a new study by the Opinion Research Corp. (ORC) found that most Americans feel they are suffering gas price gouging and will cut back on summer travel plans and general spending if prices continue to climb.
A survey conducted for the nonprofit Civil Society Institute (CSI) and its 40MPG.org project, also found the majority of consumers expect gasoline to continue to increase this summer and want action from the government on increased federal fuel-efficiency standards for cars and other vehicles.
 The survey's results were revealed the same day the Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights (FTCR) accused oil companies of "ineptness and greed" and blamed them for supply shortages on the West Coast that is causing the gasoline prices higher than the rest of the country. 
"Oil companies that have refused to increase refinery capacity...took refineries out of service for longer-than-usual maintenance...but refused to import gasoline to make up the difference," said Judy Dugan, research director of FTCR and OilWatchdog.org. "Then they have the gall to behave as though gasoline prices are an act of fate, not the shortage that they created." 
The group also cited large profits on the parts of ExxonMobil and Chevron that were announced for the first quarter of fiscal 2007. ExxonMobil recorded a 10-percent gain on profits, thanks to higher refining, marketing and chemical profit margins that more than offset lower crude oil and natural gas prices and Chevron saw profit rise 18 percent, due to asset sales and high refining margins.
"Crude oil is backing up at U.S. refineries, waiting to be made into gasoline," Dugan added. "It is stark evidence that government and regulators must step in to oversee and regulate both refinery capacity and supplies of gasoline. Otherwise this cycle of ever-higher pump prices and ever-higher oil company profits will continue while both individual motorists and the national economy keep paying the price."
When will it stop? Is when the consumer conserves and not listen to those so called experts who predict high gas prices.
Let your elected officials know how angry you are for the outrageous high gasoline prices.
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Chevron off to another fast start as Q1 profit surges 18 per cent 
Chevron became the fourth of the world‘s five largest publicly traded oil companies to release their first-quarter earnings this week, following BP PLC, ConocoPhillips and ExxonMobil Corp. Combined, the four companies record profit was a whopping $22.2 billion, up by four per cent from last year record. The oil companies keep going, going, going and passes the Energizer Bunny. 

In last month’s Gasoline Nozzle, Peter J. Robertson, Chevron's vice chairman, said No New Refineries. Now you can understand why with record profit after record profit year after year.
And the beat goes on! Shell Earnings Climb 5.7 Percent in 1Q

Royal Dutch Shell PLC, Europe's biggest oil company, said Thursday its first-quarter earnings rose 5.7 percent, despite falling oil prices and declining profit at its production and refining arms.

Net income rose to $7.28 billion from $6.89 billion in the year-ago period, whit sales of $73.5 billion.

Production of oil and equivalents fell 6.4 percent to 3.5 million barrels per day, due mostly to lower natural gas production.

"That's just part of the normal business," Chief Financial Officer Peter Voser said in a conference call, adding that the company's long-term production prospects are solid.

KBC Peel Hunt analyst Tony Alves said the earnings looked like "a good set of results".
The company's first-quarter results weren't as strong as those of the world's largest publicly traded oil company, ExxonMobil, whose profits rose 10 percent to $9.3 billion. But they compared favorably with those of top European competitor BP PLC, which reported $4.66 billion. BP Chief Executive John Browne has resigned.  
Station owner refuses to sell gas 
Louisville, Ky. -- its one thing to gripe about gas prices. But when’s the last time you heard of a station owner refusing to sell gas in protest? 

Well, we’re here at Bill Jeffries Marathon on Westport Road, where through the day drivers have come in to pump up and been told by Jeffries, “Sorry, it’s highway robbery and I won't be a part of it.” 

Plastic bags wrapped around the gas nozzles are the first tip off as drivers pull in to discover there’s no gas to be found here.

For 46 years, Jefferies has been an independent gas dealer, the last 27 years right here. He wouldn't go in front of the camera, but he says it cost him $3.33 cents to buy each gallon from Marathon, and then when you add on about eight cents for credit card fees, it means he's got to sell it for $3.41 cents a gallon. 

And that's before he's made a single penny of profit. 

For drivers, he says $3.41 a gallon would be outrageous -- he’d feel like a crook -- so he'd rather not sell at all and try to get by from doing car repairs. Foolish? Maybe, but this customer thinks otherwise. 

“I think he’s doing the right thing,” said David Brock. “I think he’s an honest man and he tries to do what’s right.” 

So how long will this modern day Don Quixote keep it up? Jeffries says when the cost of buying gallon gets down to $3.10 a gallon, then he'll start pumping again. 

Kentucky AG sues Marathon Oil for $89 million; alleges price-gouging (about time)
Kentucky Attorney General Greg Stumbo announced litigation filed May 10 in Franklin Circuit Court against Marathon Oil Corporation, Marathon Petroleum Company, LLC and Speedway SuperAmerica, LLC, charging the corporations with profiteering during the time of emergency following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The companies are alleged to have overcharged Kentucky consumers more than $89 million in grossly excessive motor fuel pricing. 
“Today Kentucky becomes the first state in the nation to file suit protecting its citizens against price gouging by a major oil refiner,” said Attorney General Stumbo. “Following an 18-month investigation, my Consumer Protection and Rate Intervention divisions have uncovered evidence of massive overcharging for gasoline, affecting nearly every family and business in the state.”
The defendants are charged with violating Kentucky’s price gouging law and Consumer Protection Act during the declared State of Emergency following the hurricanes in August and September of 2005. 
Marathon Petroleum Company, LLC is alleged to have overcharged Kentuckians by $86 million in wholesale transactions, while Speedway SuperAmerica, Marathon’s wholly owned retail distributor, overcharged an additional $3 million, resulting in at least $89 million in consumer overcharges during the declared emergency.
The price gouging law specifically provides that during a declared emergency, “No person shall sell… a good or service…for a price which is grossly in excess of the price prior to the declaration and unrelated to any increased cost to the seller.” The price of gasoline and other motor fuels are included among the goods and services covered by the law. 
“The worst thing about the massive overcharging for gasoline is that it took place during a grave national emergency,” Stumbo added. “Our nation was rocked by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. It was a time for Americans to pull together but the lure of easy money made Big Oil hold consumers hostage to high prices.
Marathon Oil Faces Probe 
Washington -- Federal regulators are planning to recommend enforcement action against Marathon Oil Corp., operator of more than 1,600 c-stores in the U.S., on the grounds that the company attempted to manipulate crude oil prices in late 2003, The Associated Press reported.
In a Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) letter filed Monday, the company said it was notified by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) last month that regulators are prepared to allege that the company "attempted to manipulate the price of West Texas Intermediate crude oil," by offering to sell it at a lower price than other bids, the report stated.
Marathon Oil Corporation product pricing during the time in question was made using market-based, supply and demand pricing during a national disaster. The responsibility of a corporation is not to take advantage of consumers in time of disasters. All oil companies should be investigated in all states that were rocked by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
Strategic oil reserve increase will keep oil, gasoline prices high 

The increase (double) in the strategic oil reserve will keep oil, gasoline prices high, says the Foundation for Taxpayer and Consumer Rights group. The government will buy the oil at market rates for the next 20 years, both adding directly to companies' bottom lines and giving them an excuse to refine less gasoline at higher prices. The 20-year purchase could take an average of about 10 million barrels of oil per quarter off the market, said FTCR. 

The nearly 800-million-barrel total oil purchase would do consumers far more harm through higher gasoline prices than could be offset by any increase in 'oil security. Robust encouragement of conservation and renewable fuels will do far more for energy security, with benefits instead of penalties to consumers. 
7-Eleven Franchising Strategy Moves East
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Richmond, Va. -- "We are offering the opportunity for people in the community to run their own business using a proven, successful system, and with the support of the world's largest convenience retailer," Gary Gray, 7-Eleven franchise sales director for Virginia and neighboring states, said in a written statement.
By December, the company expects to have nearly 500 franchisees in the area -- including Washington D.C., Baltimore, and Virginia metro areas -- with plans to convert 400 company-operated 7-Eleven stores into franchised locations over the next four to five years.
The company began its franchise conversion program in 2002 through the franchising of 130 company-operated stores in Maryland. In 2005, the company initiated a conversion for stores in Utah and Colorado. Currently, 188 stores in Texas are available for franchising as well.
As part of the agreement, 7-Eleven leases the land, building, equipment and turn-key operations for its franchisees. The upfront, total investment for a 7-Eleven franchise in Virginia averages between $70,000 and $250,000, depending on the location's gross profits, the company stated. Start-up costs include the store's opening inventory, supplies, business licenses, permits, bonds, cash register fund and franchise fee.
In the next few months, 7-Eleven will hold open houses for franchise information in the Virginia region to explain the franchise system and business model. For more information on a franchise opportunity, call (800) 255-0711
Shell Dealer Protests With $4 Gas  (a familiar sad story) 
San Francisco -- A Shell station operator is protesting what he calls unfair treatment of independent operators by oil companies -- and he's using gas priced at more than $4 a gallon to do it, the San Francisco Chronicle reported.
Specifically, station operator Bob Oyster is pricing regular gas at $4.33 a gallon, even though the Chevron station across the street is selling regular gas for 70 cents less.
Oyster, a respected local businessman who turned a single station into a successful firm in Redwood City, Calif., said the high prices aren't about making a profit, but rather are meant to send a message to the multinational corporation. When Shell forced him to pay higher prices for gas in San Francisco and started asking for $13,000 a month in rent 15 years ago, it was $1,000, and he decided to fight back. "I got fed up," Oyster told the Chronicle. "It makes a statement, and I guess when people see that price they also see the Shell sign right next to it."
Oyster, who has run the station for 22 years, is going out of business at the end of the month. He expects Shell officials to shut the station down. "I'm getting nothing for the station," he told the paper. "They told me they were probably going to just fence it and bulldoze it anyway."
His situation is similar to that of many independent operators who are struggling to stay in business while the oil companies are making record-book profits. "The dealer can no longer be competitive," Dennis DeCota, executive director of the California Service Station and Automotive Repair Association, told the Chronicle. "The companies are squeezing these guys out. Bob's tired of it, and a lot of us are. It's just wrong."
Shell spokeswoman Karyn Leonardi-Cattolica said many of the company's sites are independently owned, in fact, the number is increasing. She didn't comment on rent increases to Oyster's station, but in the past she said: "To the extent that rents went up, it was to bring them in line with the rest of the market," the Chronicle reported.
But DeCota and Oyster have another perspective: If dealers like them leave, then Shell and other companies like it, can run stations with their own employees and set their own gas prices. "That way they really are controlling it from the well head to the gas pump," DeCota said. "Once the gas companies get control, you are going to pay the price."
The independents have more than rent to worry about. Oyster told the Chronicle he has other stations in the Bay Area where he can pay for gas up to 20 cents less per gallon then what he has to pay Shell in San Francisco, but that Shell won't let him buy gas where he wants. "Shell would rather put us out of business," he said.
Similar stories are happening all over the country. Every business contract has a common thread of implied covenant of good faith and fair dealing. Greed has taken over the oil companies with no regard for the independent retailer and the consumers.
Debiting By Driver's License 
Boca Raton, Fla. -- Beginning next month, National Payment Card (NPC) will begin rolling out to convenience-store chains a system that enables consumers to pay for gas just by swiping their drivers' licenses and entering a personal identification number.
According to a report by BusinessWeek, consumers enter their driver's license number and bank account information online with NPC. The system then links the driver's license directly, via the existing magnetic stripe, to the consumer's bank account.
By 2010, NPC Chief Executive Officer Joe Randazza expects the system to be in place at more than 36,000 locations.
NPC said it can also add e-payment functionality to a chain's existing loyalty cards. One of the first contracts NPC signed was with Flash Foods, a convenience-store chain based in Georgia a state that doesn't have magnetic-stripe licenses. 
Gas-station owners are pleased with the program because NPC processes the payment as an e-check with the Automated Clearing House (ACH), a network most commonly used for direct deposits. In doing so, participating retailers bypass credit-card companies, such as Visa and MasterCard, and their processing fees, BusinessWeek reported. NPC charges a flat 15-cent fee for each transaction it processes.
NPC, for its part, says its stringent security measures make the likelihood of fraud or identity theft very low. Customers' financial information is not stored anywhere on the license, and withdrawals are not permitted after more than three failed PIN attempts. The system also sets a maximum weekly limit of $300 in withdrawals, although Randazza said in the case of fraud, customers would only be responsible for the first $50.
Credit card fees surged 22 percent to $6.6 billion, making it the industry’s second-largest expense and exceeding the industry’s overall profits for the first time ever.
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact:

Cindy Winternitz 800-575-1816 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for eight out of the last nine years. 

New Address and telephone numbers
  
       

      
     Direct Phone 305-789-2789
   Luis S. Konski Partner  [image: image26.jpg]


       Direct Fax 305-537-3989
  701Brickell Avenue                 Email Luis.Konski@ruden.com
  Law Firm            Suite 1900                                     http//www.ruden.com
   

        Miami, FL 33131

2009 Tank System Upgrade Requirements
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What Does It Mean for You and Your Business? 

New Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 62-761, Tank System Upgrade Requirements – What Does It Mean to You and Your Business?

Business owners in the gas retailing business could be facing exorbitant fines and potential shut down of their business come 2009 if their tank systems are not in compliance with the new Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 62-761.  Call or e-mail A2L Technologies, Inc. for a FREE White Paper detailing:

· The actual regulation upgrade requirements

· What it means and how it will affect my business

· Options for upgrading tanks and monitoring systems in order to be in compliance

· Options if contamination is found

· Information on available State funding for remediation during upgrades

A2L Technologies, Inc. is a Tampa based engineering firm that for the last decade has been providing environmental planning, engineering and remediation services to national and international businesses throughout Florida.  A2L is an approved assessment and remediation consultant/contractor by the Florida Department of Transportation, and is licensed, insured and bonded.  A2L represents the environmental interests for commercial, industrial and governmental clients with the goal of assuring full regulatory compliance with the least economic impact to our customers.

Call or e-mail us for your FREE White Paper Today!
A2L Technologies, Inc.

10220 Harney Road NE

Thonotosassa, FL  33592

Contact:  Larry G. Schmaltz, PE - President

Phone:  813.248.8558, ext. 305

Fax:  813.248.8656

E-mail:  LarryS@a2ltechnologies.com
www.a2ltechnologies.com
U.S. Department of the Treasury

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 4, 2006 (703) 905-3770





FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com.

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN.

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars













     New

Trucks
                                                                                                                                                                    Wholesale     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     










       

Office: (888) 248-1013 * (407) 324-5422 * Fax: (407) 324-9856

E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
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 Almost every retail business receives bad checks: 
CollectAChek is a NSF check recovery company that collects face value of check and charges owner of the check cost for recovery. The business receives full amount of check. For more information, Contact Frank Straughn @ (877) 874-9791 or e-mail fstraughn@collectachek.com
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                      INSURANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

The last minute policy renewal quote: 

By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs and a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. 

Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899 (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700 
For Group Health Insurance: Contact Lauren Wallace 800-243-6899 ext 5440 for information.  
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                                  S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 2921, Sanford, FL, 32772

                                                   Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________




             City______________________State_________________________Zip______________ 
When the Government Wants Your Property You Have Rights

But You May Also Have Obligations:
You receive a letter from a governing entity (state, county, city, etc.) saying your property, or part of it, is needed for the improvement or widening of Main Street, Anytown, Florida. In a state growing at an exponential rate with, seemingly, every other road under construction, this is becoming a common occurrence. The purpose of this article is to present an outline of the process involved when the government uses its power. This process is often referred to as condemnation and owners and businesses have rights provided under Florida law. 

For full information, Contact:

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.



Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401   

For complete information go to www.floridaeminentdomainlawyer.com
or contact  toll free 866-452-9400

Residents trying to hang onto their homes in a working-class neighborhood of New London, Conn., are waging a battle in the Supreme Court over their city government's attempt to seize property for private economic development. Susette Kelo and several other homeowners filed a lawsuit after city officials announced plans to bulldoze their residences to clear the way for a riverfront hotel, health club and offices. The residents refused to move, arguing it was an unconstitutional taking of their property.
Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures:

Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures and information that is provided by a U.S. Congress approved person  

Any member in good standing of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida qualifies for this benefit.

For more information, contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida office at 407-774-9700.

Support Associate Members Who Support Our Association
*Grogan Realty Co. Specializing in Gasoline stations & Commercial property financing available (904) 737-3493 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Cindy Winternitz (800) 575-1816

*Collect A Chek NSF Check Recovery Contact: Frank Straughn Toll Free: 1-877-874-9791 fstraughn@collectachek.com
*Insurance Office of America Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability Underground Storage Tank Insurance
 Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899-1855 W.S.R. 434-Longwood, FL 32750

*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. 682 Maitland Avenue Altamonte Springs, FL 32701 407-332-8311

*RPM inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing 1536 Bonair St. Clearwater, FL 33755 1-800-398-0987
GASOLINE SUPPIERS

Hamid Ghannad

United Oil Co. Inc.

15438 North Florida Ave. 
Suite 120
Tampa, FL  33619

(813) 241-4610
Bill McKnight

Automated Petroleum & Energy Co.

P.O. Box 1110

Brandon, FL  33509

(813) 681-4279

Art McKee

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.

P.O. Box 59

Waycross, Georgia 32502 

(863) 401-3937

Lost your lender

No wonder: With all the mergers, acquisitions and closings, your lender is probably lost too.

We specialize in extending competitive rates on financing loans.

Contact John Grogan Business Development Officer

Office 904-731-9020 fax 904-731-0025 cell 904-571-6564 E-Mail johngrogan@bellsouth.net
GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA
WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS

"There is more hunger for love and appreciation in this world than for bread."
Mother Teresa
"Any person capable of angering you becomes your master; he can anger you only when you permit yourself to be disturbed by him."
Epictetus
Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida needs ‘Donated Office/Meeting Room’
The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community. For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 
Special Olympics Seminole County

Through successful sports training and competition, Special Olympics athletes develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing Special Olympics programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Special Olympics Seminole County web site www.specialolympicsseminolecounty.org/ or 407-263-8043 for information
St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church
      Altamonte Springs Florida
A Unique Stars Theatre Program 
Fr. Tom Smith’s
“Angels Among Us”
With 26 Unique Special Angels of all Ages

Katie Byrnes

Terry McDonald
Katie Moricca

Eileen Jefferson

Joe Nasehi

Erin Maciarz

Meggan Van Loon
Eddie Penedo

Kristin Costanzo
Lisa Ramos

Shawn Seaver

Nataly Hernandez

Angel Resende

Kimberly Culley

Courtney Coil

Adriana Kenney

John Ferry

Alicia Cepero

Victoria Aldred

Bret Jones
Charbel Elkhoury
Mark Preston
Patti Wittick

Ashley Magill

Michael Martin 

Joshua Borbolla

CAST

Father Tom - Diane Della Piazza

Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Produced and Directed by Elsie Doughty

A must-see! 

For information, please contact 
Father Tom Smith @ (407) 695-1720
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more.  

Question Box?

What is the average temperature at the South Pole?
Answer:                     
[image: image1]                                            
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