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             Service Station Dealers of America

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation, casualty, and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 
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           VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE
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         Pat Moricca                          
Oil Prices Climb to Record Above $77
Oil prices closed to a record $77.03 a barrel on July 14th and crude oil prices are now roughly 30 percent higher than a year ago and gasoline surpass $3 a gallon. 
The U.S. average retail price for regular gasoline $3.003 cents per gallon as of July 24th, which is 71 cents higher than last year, according “This Week in Petroleum,” published by the Energy Information Administration (EIA). Demand for gasoline is rising, and once again the American public has shown its ability to get over paying high prices for gasoline. 
A diplomatic standoff between the West and Iran, OPEC's No. 2 oil supplier, has kept a high floor underneath prices, and analysts said geopolitical tensions were heightened further on Wednesday June 5th by North Korea's test-firing of missiles. Adding to the increase is the war between Israel and Lebanon.
The oil companies increase wholesale gasoline prices on rumors, innuendoes, negative news, good ole Corporate Greed and an orgy of speculation. With no plans to build new refineries (no refinery has been built in the U.S. in 30 years) to compensate for increased demands, refinery maintenance down time and prepare for disruptions as gasoline prices continue to rise. The Oil Companies have been in business for over 100 years and you think they would have plans to take steps to compensate for any interruptions? 
The Oil Companies never take responsibility for high gasoline prices; only make record profits month after month, quarter after quarter and year after year. The consumer needs to conserve gasoline and change their driving habits, take public transportation when possible, car pooling, eliminating unnecessary trips etc. Overall, I would just say no to panic; do not run out and top off today because you are afraid that the price will spike tomorrow, just stay calm.
There has never been more need for alternative fuels than now; biodiesel, flex fuel E 85 to name a couple to reduce or eliminate our dependency on foreign oil.

The oil companies actually make higher profits per gallon when they produce less gasoline at their refineries than what is needed in the marketplace. The higher the crude oil and gasoline prices, the higher the Oil Company’s profit!!!

The Beat Goes On! BP, ExxonMobil, Shell, ConocoPhillips Profit Margins Up 

[image: image6.png]


London -- BP PLC reported a 30 percent boost in second quarter profit.

The Wall Street Journal writes that BP reported second quarter net profit income of $7.27 billion, up from $5.59 billion, a year earlier. Revenue rose 24 percent to $73.47 billion. 

ExxonMobil
Exxon Mobil Corp. said it earned $10.36 billion in the second quarter, the second largest quarterly profit ever recorded by a publicly traded U.S. company. The earnings figure was 36 percent above the profit it reported in 2005 of $7.64 billion. 

Shell
Royal Dutch Shell PLC, Europe's second-largest oil company, said its second-quarter earnings jumped 40 percent as high oil prices offset production difficulties in Nigeria and the Gulf of Mexico. 
Net profit rose to $7.32 billion from $5.24 billion a year earlier. Sales rose less than 1 percent to $83.1 billion from $82.6 billion. 
Still, the main reason for the increase was higher oil prices despite an 8 percent drop in production to 3.25 million barrels a day.
ConocoPhillips pumped more oil and gas and commanded sharply higher prices for its energy in the second quarter, boosting its profits by 65 percent to more than $5 billion. 
The nation's third-largest oil company earned $5.18 billion, compared with $3.14 billion, in the second quarter of 2005. 
Revenue only rose 12.6 percent, to $47.1 billion, highlighting how staggeringly high profit margins for oil, gasoline and other fuels accounted for the bulk of ConocoPhillips'  and the entire industry's second quarter bonanza. 
Analysts surveyed by Thomson Financial forecast profits of $36 billion for the world's six largest oil companies. But judging by the performances of ConocoPhillips and BP PLC, which reported a $7.3 billion profit on July 27, those estimates could be too low. 
In the first six months of 2006, Houston-based ConocoPhillips earned $8.47 billion, compared with $6 billion in the first half of 2005. Revenue for the first two quarters was $94.1 billion, compared with $79.4 billion a year ago. 
How can the Oil Companies look at the consumers and say it’s not our fault for high gasoline prices.
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Exxon Must Pay 2 Law Firms More Than $300M 

Two Miami law firms were awarded more than $300 million Thursday in attorneys’ fees for their work in a 15-year legal battle involving Exxon Mobil Corp. and thousands of service station dealers who sued the company. 
U.S. District Judge Alan S. Gold gave the two law firms about 30 percent of the total settlement of $1.075 billion agreement awarded to the plaintiffs, amounting to about $320 million, The Miami Herald reported on its Web site. 
The case against Irving, Texas-based Exxon Mobil Corp. began in 1991 when the service stations accused the company of failing to provide promised discounts for wholesale motor fuel and fraudulently hiding its failure to pay. 
The U.S. Supreme Court denied Exxon's last appeal this past June, 
The settlement comes as a court-appointed official assesses the claims of the more than 10,000 service station owners involved in the suit. 
The Miami firm Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff & Sitterson will receive about $247.3 million, while the firm of Pertnoy, Solowsky and Allen will get about $53.2 million. Three other law firms in the case were awarded a total of about $8.6 million. 
In his order Gold dismissed protests about the amount of the fees noting the length of the firms' involvement in the case, the extensive appeals and the risk the firms faced if they lost at trial or on appeal. 
ExxonMobil corporations merged in 1999 and have become the world's largest publicly traded oil company. Exxon announced that its 2005 net profit topped $36 billion, the highest ever for a U.S. company.
Customers Enjoy Lower-Priced Gasoline With Cash
Some retailers are willing to knock a few cents off each gallon of gasoline they sell if it means customers will pay with cash instead of plastic, reports the July 25 issue of Time magazine. 

“In a throwback to the 1980s, when it was common practice to charge different prices for cash and credit, some gas stations are knocking a few cents off each gallon for customers willing to pay cash, not plastic. That's because as the price of gas has soared, so has the amount of money that stations pay credit-card companies, which take about 2 to 3 percent of each sale charged,” writes Time. 

The magazine notes that some drivers are willing to “defect” to another station posting a lower price if it will save them just a penny or two. To maintain customer loyalty, most retailers are often hesitant to raise the price per gallon to cover the increased costs and therefore lose money when customers use plastic to purchase fuel. 

Gasoline retailers get hurt when the price goes up, the opposite of what the customer thinks.

With gasoline hovering around $3.00 a gallon or higher, credit card companies are making about 7 to 10 cents per gallon, which in some cases are making more than the retailer. Other gasoline retailers in states such as Tennessee, Minnesota and New York, are doing what they can to combat credit card fees by enticing their customers to pay fuel purchases in cash. 

The break is normally 3 cents or 4 cents per gallon, enough, they hope, to get customers to pay cash instead of credit cards. 

Home Depot’s Convenience Concept Fuels Consumers
Brentwood, Tenn. -- Home Depot Fuel convenience stores are finding their niche among the home improvement retailer’s established base of loyal consumers. 

“Clearly geared toward contractor customers, Home Depot Fuel is an ‘XL’ kind of place all around,” writes The Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

Convenience is “precisely the point” behind Home Depot’s venture with Fuel, a classic “one-stop shop” for customers stocking up on the store’s home improvement goods.

Home Depot is planning to open a Fuel store in Acworth, a suburb of its home base of Atlanta, in the fall. If test sites prove successful, the newspaper writes that Home Depot could open 300 Fuel stores by 2010. 

Similar to other big-box retailers, such as Wal-Mart and warehouse club Costco, Home Depot is relying on gasoline to “lure shoppers” with discounts. While low-margin fuel is “merely the bait,” Home Depot executives are banking on consumers going into Fuel for convenience store merchandise or the car wash, notes the newspaper. 

The newspaper writes that Fuel’s sales projections, up to $7 million a year per store, “are considerably higher than the industry average of about $4 million.”  Even with that much in revenue and still not make money, because gas is a very low-margin commodity. 

Meanwhile, some retail observers say that Home Depot’s convenience offer is more of a service for its existing consumer base rather than a driver for bringing in new customers. 

“I can't imagine someone would go to get gas and say, ‘Gee, I think I'll go into Home Depot for some hardware.’ I think they'll have more customers who are stopping in after they leave Home Depot,” said Ken Bernhardt, marketing professor at Georgia State University, adding, “It adds value for their current customers. It's an extra benefit, but I don't see them attracting people who weren't already there because it's a destination.”

Home Depot is also relying on fuel services as its “differentiator” for edging out competitors such as Lowe’s.  

“If I'm a customer and I can turn right to go to Home Depot or turn left to go to Lowe's, but Home Depot has a convenience store and the kids are hungry, then I'm going to turn right into Home Depot,” said Long, adding, “Yes, we're extending the business with this and adding revenue, but I see this as a way to establish a competitive advantage.”
O-well we’ll soon see Lowe’s selling gasoline soon, 2x4’s must be very popular!
For Costco, Gas Is a Drag 
Seattle -- Issaquah, Wash. based Costco reported a third-quarter profit a penny shy of Wall Street forecasts, as rising gas prices continued to pinch margins.
According to the Seattle Times, the wholesale-club retailer said its third-quarter profit was $235.6 million, a12.3 percent gain from a year ago. Sales rose 10.6 percent to $13.3 billion.
 To lure customers into its warehouse clubs, Costco aims to charge the lowest price for gas within a five-mile radius of its warehouses. But the retail giant has become a victim of its own success, according to the report.
The company turns its gas supply so rapidly its average station uses its entire inventory in a day-and-a-half vs. seven to 10 days for a competitor, that it's more vulnerable to a spike in prices.
When Costco buys fuel at a higher price, it still must compete with stations selling fuel purchased earlier at a lower price. Since Costco aims to charge prices lower than rivals, it eats the difference to remain competitive.
Costco chief financial officer Richard Galanti told analysts that gross margins "will continue to be a little down" due to higher gas prices, but the company believes that gas stations remain an important way to bring customers into its warehouses.
This isn't the first time Costco's profit was damped by rising gas prices, reported the Times. 

When Costco first started selling gasoline, I asked a store manager in Eatonville Florida why and his answer was for customer convenience and lure customers into their warehouse and not to compete with their retail gasoline station customers! 

Now Costco have the audacity to complain while they are part (along with Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club, BJ’s, Oil Companies, and other hypermarkets) of the reason why many independent gasoline retailers went out of business.

Independent gasoline stations would be glad to buy gasoline at the wholesale price that Costco and other hypermarketers pay. Independent gasoline stations are captive buyers of the oil companies’ higher wholesale gasoline prices while subsidizing the discount hypermarkets. 

The Oil Companies use many tactics along with the hypermarkets to drive independent gasoline stations out of business, zone pricing, outrageous rent increases, uncompetitive wholesale gasoline prices, competing with same brand Oil Company operating retail stations and many times violating Florida’s Below Cost selling law to name a few of many. Our supplier and competitor is also our landlord! 

The Federal Trade Commission is supposed to be big oil's watchdog?
Washington: But as oil and gas companies restructured from industry doldrums over the past decade, the FTC approved a string of mergers and acquisitions that agency critics claim have helped create $3-a-gallon gas and record oil company profits. 

The result is less competition among large oil companies and a consolidated refining industry that has maximized earnings by keeping gas supply tight so that any disruption, be it a pipeline break, hurricane, refinery maintenance down time can cause a shortage. 

Some energy analysts, consumer advocates and lawmakers blame the FTC for allowing this kind of consolidation. These critics contend the FTC either lacks the will, the legal tools, or both, to adequately regulate the oil and refining industries. 

 A Gannett News Service analysis of oil and gas company deals and practices and FTC oversight found:
Between 2001 and 2004, the FTC approved 28 of 33 mergers totaling $20 billion without any of the special conditions often required to retain industry competition, according to FTC records. 

Under FTC supervision, gas markets in 27 states have consolidated so they're technically classified as "tight oligopolies," or markets where four companies or fewer control 60 percent or more of the gasoline, according to a report by the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations. 

Hurricane Katrina demonstrated just how tight the gasoline market has become as competition has dwindled. As some refineries shut down, gasoline supplies fell, prices soared and so did industry profits up 92 percent in 2005 according to a congressional study. 

Gasoline suppliers have intentionally limited fuel supplies during price spikes to maximize profits, according to FTC reports.  Curtailing production, keeping available supply off the market is legal so long as there is no collusion between companies while doing it? 

A 1999 internal document from BP discusses a variety of tactics for reducing supply, including cutting sales deals "in exchange for capacity shutdown," shipping products to Canada and lobbying for environmental regulations that would slow the movement of gasoline in pipelines. Some lawmakers now believe this kind of supply manipulation should be illegal or at least discouraged. (It sounds like a conspiracy?) 

Tools of the trade 

Regulating the oil and gas industries is done within the confines of antitrust laws that outline what are considered anti-competitive practices. Those include bid rigging, predatory pricing, price fixing, collusion and organized group boycotts, but they do not include simply withholding gasoline to raise prices. 

Often what appears to be cheating to the average consumer, oil companies reaping huge profits after a hurricane, for example, is perfectly legal? When asked by lawmakers if it needs more regulatory authority, the FTC's consistent response has been that the antitrust laws now on the books are adequate (of course)? 

Some mergers produce conglomerates so large and influential, such as ExxonMobil, they practically force other companies to follow suit or perish, that further threatens competition, critics say. 

Strengthening antitrust codes would require action on Capitol Hill, where oil companies wield tremendous influence, as was recently demonstrated. 

Ethanol Offerings Expand in Midwest 
Gas stations throughout Iowa will receive funding from the state to install E85 ethanol fuel tanks, and in Ohio, Kroger has teamed up with automaker General Motors to install tanks and increase E85 awareness throughout the state.
The Iowa Renewable Fuels Association has awarded $300,000 in grants for thirteen retailers to provide E85 pumps at their stations according to a report in the Sioux City Journal.
"The response has been overwhelming," Monte Shaw, spokesman for the group told the Sioux City Journal.
He said that this is the beginning of a wave to increase the number of gas stations that provide E85 by one-third. Shaw said "I really think over the next three years we could do 500 stations, and it could be double that."
According to the report, the grants will provide 13 retailers with money to install tanks that can dispense the E85 fuel. It also provides funds for one station to install a bio-diesel tank. These grants follow a $13 million effort over three years that lawmakers approved for the installation of E85 tanks. 
There are currently 2,700 gas stations throughout Iowa. If Shaw's predictions are correct, it would convince consumers to buy flex-fuel vehicles, the report stated.

Florida should start a similar program.
Farm Bureau supports bills to provide incentives to gas stations

The American Farm Bureau Federation said July 10 that it supports the current legislation that will provide incentives to help gas station owners install storage tanks for alternative fuels.
According to Farm Bureau both bills, H.R. 5346 and S. 2614, will lead to increased availability of alternative fuels to the public. The legislation encourages installation of tanks for ethanol, biodiesel, compressed natural gas and hydrogen. 
Farm Bureau President Bob Stallman says increasing consumer access to fuels produced from crops grown by U.S. farmers will contribute to national energy security and provide expanding markets for farm products, while pumping money into rural economies.
A letter was sent by Stallman to each member of Congress asking for support of the House and Senate bills.

Eight Charged With Inter-State Gas Fraud 
Plot victimized gas stations in New York:
Eight Brooklyn men pleaded not guilty July 11 to charges that they schemed to rip off gas stations in New York by illegally importing thousands of gallons of gasoline from New Jersey, where taxes are lower and the fuel additive, MTBE, is still permitted, Newsday reported.
Posing as representatives of legitimate gas delivery companies, the men allegedly sold regular gas at premium prices, shortchanged gas station owners on the volume delivered and pocketed the difference, Newsday reported July 12. They also evaded paying tens of thousands of dollars in the higher New York taxes.
The charges come after a two-year investigation by the state Tax Department and the Attorney General's Organized Crime Task Force. Four individuals and six corporations were charged July 11 with enterprise corruption and another four were charged with tax felonies and conspiracy.
According to Robert Biancavilla, first assistant deputy attorney general, the individuals allegedly created fraudulent bills that pumped up the amount of gas delivered and that the gas was premium, when it was regular. They also said they paid the higher New York taxes - about 21.7 cents more than New Jersey - but instead pocketed the difference.
In all, they delivered 28 loads of gasoline to stations in Brooklyn, Queens and Nassau County and made an illegal profit of about $2,500 to $3,000 per delivery. The gas was delivered to stations in Queens, Brooklyn, West Hempstead, Farmingdale, Floral Park, Freeport, Island Park, Merrick and Mineola.
All of the defendants were arraigned in State Supreme Court in Brooklyn before Judge John Walsh. They pleaded not guilty. Seven are Russian nationals and one is from Poland, investigators said.
Eduard Gladyshev, 28, of Brooklyn, who was considered the mastermind behind the scheme, was being held on $750,000 bail.
Gladyshev's attorney, Albert Dayan, said his client did nothing wrong.
The corporations that were indicted for using the individuals to carry out the ploy are: A&E Petroleum Corp., DI Petroleum Corp., Express X Petroleum Corp., Zan USA Inc., Express Petroleum Transportation Corp. and Max Truck Repair Inc.

Full-serve to be required at new gas stations

Richmond Hill, Ontario, council unanimously approved a plan July 19 to require new and upgraded gas stations to provide full service, according to yorkregion.com, a community Web site. 
It will also send a letter to big oil companies supporting provincial accessibility policies, according to a July 20 report on the Web site. 
It will probably not, however, require existing stations to be retrofitted, Regional Councilor Dave Barrow said. 
Most stations have methods of providing full-service at self-serve locations but to do it, you have to call in advance often as much as 24 hours before you want a fillup. 
"I don't think that's acceptable," Mr. Barrow said. "Often when you arrive at these stations, there's only one person at the kiosk." 
This is a big problem for the handicap and elderly here in the U.S. Imagine making an appointment to purchase gasoline! 

Full Service Stations Resonate at Home, Overseas
 Greenwood, S.C. – At the Reynolds Service Center in Greenwood, South Carolina, some customers are opting to stay inside their vehicles and pay a little extra for a full service experience, reports The Index-Journal. 

“Rain, shine, heat wave or blizzard, customers can relax in their vehicle as center employees fill the tank, wash the windshield, take a look under the vehicle’s hood and check the air pressure in the tires,” writes the newspaper. And even though it will cost an average of 10 cents more per gallon for the extra services, owner Mike Carruth says his customers don’t seem to mind the extra charge. 

“They like it for the convenience, for the opportunity to have their cars checked on,” said Carruth, adding, “The difference you pay is for service.”

Carruth said that his station is particularly valuable for elderly customers, “who might not be able to pump their own fuel or check their vehicle’s vital fluids," and that businesses frequent the station to maintain service of their fleet vehicles. 

Employees have also helped foster customer loyalty by going the extra mile to travel to patrons homes to fix flat tires and solve engine problems and come back for repairs and tune-ups. 

Meanwhile, Shell is testing the use of pump attendants in Austria following a successful trial period at 140 of its Germany locations, reports London-based news source PlantRetail.com

The news source notes that Shell is planning to staff one-third of its 2,250 stations in Germany with pump attendants by the end of the year. During the test run, customers paid an additional $1.27 service charge to have an attendant fill up their vehicles. By the end of the test period, gasoline sales increased 1 percent gasoline sales, engine oil sales increased 22 percent and sales of windshield wiper fluid increased 24 percent. The services were also popular with women and elderly customers. 

Shell is now testing the use of pump attendants at 16 of its Austria stations.
What goes around comes around?

[image: image8.wmf]BEFORE THEY’RE ALL GONE
contact John Gilmore @ 407-916-2933 Orlando Magic Ticket Sales Representative
This will keep you on the edge of your seat     

orlandomagic.com
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New 2006-2007 Lower Bowl SEASON TICKETS                    
AS LOW AS $20.00 PER GAME                                             
2009 Tank System Upgrade Requirements
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What Does It Mean for You and Your Business? 

New Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 62-761, Tank System Upgrade Requirements – What Does It Mean to You and Your Business?

Business owners in the gas retailing business could be facing exorbitant fines and potential shut down of their business come 2009 if their tank systems are not in compliance with the new Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 62-761.  Call or e-mail A2L Technologies, Inc. for a FREE White Paper detailing:

· The actual regulation upgrade requirements

· What it means and how it will affect my business

· Options for upgrading tanks and monitoring systems in order to be in compliance

· Options if contamination is found

· Information on available State funding for remediation during upgrades

A2L Technologies, Inc., is a Tampa based engineering firm that for the last decade has been providing environmental planning, engineering and remediation services to national and international businesses throughout Florida.  A2L is an approved assessment and remediation consultant/contractor by the Florida Department of Transportation, and is licensed, insured and bonded.  A2L represents the environmental interests for commercial, industrial and governmental clients with the goal of assuring full regulatory compliance with the least economic impact to our customers.

Call or e-mail us for your FREE White Paper Today!

A2L Technologies, Inc.

10220 Harney Road NE

Thonotosassa, FL  33592

Contact:  Larry G. Schmaltz, PE - President

Phone:  813.248.8558, ext. 305
Fax:  813.248.8656 E-mail:  LarryS@a2ltechnologies.comwww.a2ltechnologies.com
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IRS Provides Education on Bank Secrecy Act Requirements

Bank Secrecy Act Specialists within the Small Business and Self-Employed Division of the Internal Revenue Service provide education about Bank Secrecy Act reporting and recordkeeping requirements to money services businesses (MSBs), which include many gas retailers.  Gas retailers who offer money  services, such as check cashing, money orders, and wire transfers, may be defined as an MSB under the Bank Secrecy Act and are subject to the reporting and recordkeeping requirements.

Congress passed the BSA in 1970 as the first laws to fight money laundering in the United States. The BSA requires businesses, including MSBs, to keep records and file reports that are determined to have a high degree of usefulness in criminal, tax, and regulatory matters.  The documents filed by businesses under the BSA requirements are heavily used by law enforcement agencies, both domestic and international to identify, detect and deter money laundering whether it is in furtherance of a criminal enterprise, terrorism, tax evasion or other unlawful activity.

Definition of an MSB

MSBs include any person conducting business of more than $1,000 with the same person on the same day in any one of the following activities: currency dealing or exchange; check cashing; issuing, selling or redeeming traveler’s checks, money orders or stored value; or, provides money transfer services in any amount.  

Registration Requirement

Each business that meets the definition of an MSB must register with the Department of the Treasury, except for the following: 
 (1) A business that is an MSB solely because it serves as an agent of another MSB;
 (2) A business that is an MSB solely as an issuer, seller, or redeemer of stored value;
 (3) The U.S. Postal Service and agencies of the U.S, or any State, or of any political subdivision of any State;
 (4) A branch office of an MSB.  
MSBs register by using FinCEN Form 107, Registration of Money Services Business.  

Other MSB Reporting Requirements

MSBs, except for check cashers and issuers, sellers, or redeemers of stored value, are required to file Suspicious Activity Reports (TD F 90-22.56).   All MSBs are required to have anti-money laundering compliance programs and to file Currency Transaction Reports (FinCEN Form 104) to report cash transactions of more than $10,000.

Sources for Additional Information

If you would like more information about the MSB reporting and recordkeeping requirements, please call Susan Vega, IRS BSA Specialist in Florida, at (954) 423-7777.

You can find additional information about money laundering and the Bank Secrecy Act at these web sites:  www.fincen.gov or www.msb.gov. 

You can download forms at www.fincen.gov, www.msb.gov, www.irs.gov, or you can order forms by calling the IRS Forms Distribution Center at 800-829-3676.   
Power Back Systems-Standby Generator Systems 
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Florida law may require generators in all retail gasoline stations. Power Back Systems-Standby Generator Systems can provide you with a generator that will fit your business and help finance your generator and much more.

Contact John at 561-620-0812 or visit www.getmypowerback.com

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
Cars
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Trucks
                           INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE                                            Wholesale     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     










       

Office: (888) 248-1013 * (407) 324-5422 * Fax: (407) 324-9856 E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
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INSURANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

The last minute policy renewal quote: 

By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs and a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. 

Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899 (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700 

For Group Health Insurance: Contact Mark Carelli @ 1-800-243-6899 ext. 4175 for information.  
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact:

Cindy Winternitz 800-575-1816 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for six out of the last seven years. 

Almost every retail business receives bad checks: 
CollectAChek is a NSF check recovery company that collects face value of check and charges owner of the check cost for recovery. The business receives full amount of check. For more information, Contact Frank Straughn @ (877) 874-9791 or e-mail fstraughn@collectachek.com
                                  S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 2921, Sanford, FL, 32772

                                                   Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________




             City______________________State_________________________Zip______________ 

When the Government Wants Your Property You Have Rights

But You May Also Have Obligations:
You receive a letter from a governing entity (state, county, city, etc.) saying your property, or part of it, is needed for the improvement or widening of Main Street, Anytown, Florida. In a state growing at an exponential rate with, seemingly, every other road under construction, this is becoming a common occurrence. The purpose of this article is to present an outline of the process involved when the government uses its power. This process is often referred to as condemnation and owners and businesses have rights provided under Florida law. 

For full information, Contact:

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.



Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401   

For complete information go to www.floridaeminentdomainlawyer.com
or contact  toll free 866-452-9400

Residents trying to hang onto their homes in a working-class neighborhood of New London, Conn., are waging a battle in the Supreme Court over their city government's attempt to seize property for private economic development. Susette Kelo and several other homeowners filed a lawsuit after city officials announced plans to bulldoze their residences to clear the way for a riverfront hotel, health club and offices. The residents refused to move, arguing it was an unconstitutional taking of their property.
Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures:

Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures and information that is provided by a U.S. Congress approved person  

Any member in good standing of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida qualifies for this benefit.

For more information, contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida office at 407-774-9700.

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

**CLASSIFIED**
Grogan Realty Co.

Specializing in Gasoline stations & 

Commercial property financing available
(904) 737-3493 

Fax (904) 731-0025

Meadowbrook Insurance Group
Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program

Paid dividends 7 of 8 years)

Contact Cindy Winternitz

(800) 575-1816

Collect A Chek

NSF Check Recovery

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

Contact: Frank Straughn

Toll Free: 1-877-874-9791
fstraughn@collectachek.com
Insurance Office of America

1855 W.S.R. 434  
Longwood, FL 32750

Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability
Underground Storage Tank Insurance
Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899

Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc
682 Maitland Avenue
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701

(407)332-8311

RPM inc.

Receipts-Printing-Marketing

1536 Bonair St.

Clearwater, FL 33755

1-800-398-0987

*****FOR SALE*****

Looking To Buy Gasoline Stations

Looking in the Naples/Fort Myers/Port Charlotte area for potential sites to buy and stations that are pumping a minimum of 150k gal/month, Large C-store w$75K or better/mth, property 1+ acre.  Locations need to be very good to excellent, limited competition and newer or remodeled.  We would also be interested in sites that can be developed.

Contact Michael Bassinger 617 510 7671 cell
******************************************************************************************************************************************

Gas Station Including Land

New environmentally approved tanks/veeder-root/major brand busy road-approx. 39,000 cars a day great location with land Asking 1,100,000 Plantation, Florida; Call 561 495 1373.
GASOLINE SUPPIERS

Hamid Ghannad

United Oil Co. Inc.

5012 E. Broadway

Tampa, FL  33619

(813) 241-4610
Bill McKnight

Automated Petroleum & Energy Co.

P.O. Box 1110

Brandon, FL  33509

(813) 681-4279

Art McKee
Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.

P.O. Box 59

Waycross, Georgia 32502 

(863) 401- 3937 

Lost your lender

No wonder: With all the mergers, acquisitions and closings, your lender is probably lost too.

We specialize in extending competitive rates on financing loans.

Contact John Grogan Business Development Officer

Office 904-880-4363 fax 904-880-4364 cell 904-571-6564 E-Mail johngrogan@bellsouth.net
GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA
WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS
"It is easy to dodge our responsibilities, but we cannot dodge the consequences of dodging our responsibilities."
Josiah Stamp
"You know when you're getting old when those things that still work, hurt."
Unknown
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