9

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Gasoline Nozzle                      Newsletter               

           LXXXIII Edition                                                                                                                                      June 2006                             
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

214 Stevenage Drive   Longwood, Florida 32779

407-774-9700  Fax  407-788-3860  


                            http://www.flagas.com  e mail pat@flagas.com
Pat Moricca President







                            SSDA / NCPR-AT











             Service Station Dealers of America

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation, casualty, and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 
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           VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE
              INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFITS
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         Pat Moricca                          
State of Emergency

On Monday May 8th 2006 Florida Governor Jeb Bush issued State of Emergency Executive Order Number 06-108. The new order was declared because of the outbreak of numerous wildfires in the State and the potential for the outbreak of additional wildfires. 

What that means is that the sixty-day length required for a “State of Emergency” begins anew as of May 8th. You will be under price gouging guidelines until at least July 8th. As I have mentioned on many occasions it is absolutely imperative that you maintain accurate records and have them available to respond to inquiries that will no doubt be made in advance of possible subpoenas. Those records should extend back to 30 days prior to the original declaration. I have no doubt that the media will monitor the price of gasoline. As such elected officials will feel “compelled” to respond to consumer complaints in a very vigorous as well as public manner. Comply with any requests you may receive.

The law requires you to maintain the same margin of profit for each grade of gasoline whether prices go up or down. The ‘State of Emergency’ will end on July 8th 2006 unless the Governor extends the ‘State of Emergency’ with a new Executive Order. 
For information Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
MFMPA Repeal Defeated! 

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida takes nothing for granted in the legislative process. The “Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act” was successfully defeated and all the hard work paid off. It takes teamwork; one without the other will not work so be part of the team and join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help defeat Wal-Mart and Murphy Oil because they will be at it again. Two attempts to introduce amendments that were the exact language of HB 909 were beaten back. One by Rep. Russell (one of the sponsors of the original bill) was withdrawn at introduction the second by the other House sponsor Rep. Slosberg was heard on the floor. The representative gave an impassioned speech where he referred to us as “special interests.” On a voice vote to allow the amendment (which required two thirds of the House to vote yes for introduction) there was 1 yes vote (Rep. Slosberg). We have to educate all of the members of the House and Senate every year on the need to protect this law where thousands of gasoline retailers instead of a few competing for Florida’s consumers. The Governor, the Attorney General and the Agriculture Commissioner publicly supported the repeal of the Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost). The Attorney General (Charlie Crist) sent a letter to the Senate President and the Speaker of the House asking them to repeal the law.

I thank all of you who took the time to get involved. I also want to thank the Florida legislators for not repealing the “Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act”. The law does many things but keeping prices artificially high is not one of them because competition from thousands of independent gasoline stations is good for the consumer. Independent gasoline stations support local programs, charities and spend their money in Florida, whereas the large corporations’ money leaves Florida, just look at the ‘oil company’s record profits’.
Help the fight to keep the “Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act” from the challenges every year and join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Membership has many benefits. For information contact Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700   
Big Oil: Big Profits

Oil companies can tell the public until they're blue in the face that the current high oil prices are a reflection of the global competition for a diminishing resource, but what the man in the street wants explained is why oil company profits are climbing. Oil companies claim that higher prices for oil currently in excess of $72 a barrel, are the cause of gasoline price increases. But if the companies are merely passing on their higher prices to consumers, which is their claim, why are profits rising? If the increase in the cost of a gallon of gasoline matches the increase in the cost of a barrel of oil, then profits shouldn't be changing much? 

The attorney general of California, where the statewide average hit a record $3.251 a gallon May 1st, said he will subpoena documents from the state's 21 refineries, including those operated by major oil companies ChevronTexaco, ExxonMobil and ConocoPhillips. 
The attorney general's office said state data for 2006 show that crude oil prices have risen 14 percent but the difference between what oil companies pay for crude oil and prices at the pump has soared 130 percent, according to USA Today.
May 8th national average was $2.95 a gallon. 

Tesoro’s increase net profits by 50% for the first quarter of 2006 falls in line with other oil companies and it seems I’m repeating myself and I’m not, it just continues and continues and corporate greed will keep record profits to continue.
Oil companies have abused their rights to conduct fair business!
One of many excuses why gasoline prices are rising is that China and India increased use. China consumes 6 million barrels a day and India consumes 1.5 million barrels a day while the U.S. consumes 21 million barrels a day. The consumer must conserve gasoline. Why aren’t the U. S. oil companies using their buying power of crude oil to bring gasoline prices down? 
To seriously bring gasoline prices down our legislators must pass National ‘Divorcement and Open Supply’. There isn’t any competition at the wholesale level and we are at the mercy of the oil companies.  

Divorcement means no refiner corporate retail gasoline stations can sell gasoline to the public. Then independents can buy gasoline on the open market like Costco, Wal-Mart, BJ’s, Sam;s Club etc. who buy gasoline for 20 cents plus a gallon cheaper than independents who are captive buyers of wholesale gasoline from the oil companies.
FTC: Some Gas Price Gouging After Katrina

The Federal Trade Commission said it found 15 examples of gasoline price gouging after Hurricane Katrina, though the agency said it has not identified any widespread effort by the oil industry to illegally manipulate the marketplace. 
The agency sought to downplay the instances of post-hurricane price gouging by seven refiners, two wholesalers and six retailers, chalking up their soaring prices in September 2005 to "regional or local market trends." 
"Based on well-established economic principles, the price increases were roughly in line with increases predicted by the standard supply and demand paradigm of a competitive market," the FTC said in a 200-plus page report that noted the lack of a common legal definition of price gouging. 
For the purpose of the report, and as mandated by Congress, the FTC defined price gouging as "any finding" that the average price of gasoline in designated disaster areas in September 2005 was higher than in August 2005 for reasons other than rising production or transportation costs, or national or international market trends. 
Industry officials lauded the report's findings, while some members of Congress lambasted them.
But Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., criticized the FTC for ignoring what he said was "the 800 pound gorilla in the room, namely that the oil companies engage in price leadership - setting prices higher than what real competition would merit." For example, Schumer said retail prices are jacked up quickly, then fall unnaturally slowly.

The FTC is not the agency to investigate the oil industry. Its like having the oil companies investigate themselves. I can’t remember the FTC ever finding any violation with the oil companies in any investigation. Just look at the oil company’s world record profits for 2005 and 2006 1st quarter profits already surpassed 2005 1st quarter. 

The attorney general of California office said state data for 2006 show that crude oil prices have risen 14 percent but the difference between what oil companies pay for crude oil and prices at the pump has soared 130 percent.

The only reason why gasoline prices come down is when the public says, enough is enough and change their driving habits, conserve gasoline, using more public transportation, buying high mileage cars and get serious about alterative fuels plus other changes. The public must conserve and show the so called experts that they mean what they say. The so called expert’s predictions should not be a reason for oil companies to increase gasoline prices.
Banks Make Money at the Pump
Credit card fees are hitting retailers below the belt, reports Medill News Service. And thanks to high gasoline prices, more consumers are pulling out the plastic to pay for their gasoline and holding on to their cash. 
Many gasoline retailers loses money every time a customer pays for gasoline with a credit card, reports the news source. With the rising prices of gasoline, many consumers can't afford to pay with cash. 

Banks charge about 3 percent in interchange fees for each gallon of gasoline purchase with a credit card. That means the higher the price of gas, the more money the banks make, ($3.00 a gallon at 3% = 9 cents a gallon credit card fee). 
Credit card companies, such as Visa and MasterCard, are making more money per gallon than the retailer. On average, retailer's gross gasoline margin is between 5 and 10 cents per gallon. Tack interchange fees averaging 9 cents per gallon, the average station is breaking even and even loosing money. 
Credit card fees are the second highest expense for gasoline retail stations, next to rent.
The news source notes that according to U.S. Energy Department statistics, "Americans buy 382 million gallons of gasoline per day" and that approximately 70 percent of those purchases are made with a credit card.
As current gasoline prices hover around or above $3 a gallon throughout the nation, banks are making an average of $24 million a day on fuel purchases, notes the news source. 
In September 2005 merchant groups filed a class action antitrust lawsuit alleging that Visa, MasterCard and other banks are engaging in collusive practices to fix credit card interchange fees. In April 2006, an amended, consolidated complaint against Visa, MasterCard and several major banks was filed by a broad range of merchant groups, in the Eastern District of New York.
Big Oil limiting gasoline supply (California pays for corporate chicanery)
Californians are paying the highest price in the continental United States for gasoline. The nation's big oil companies announced world record profits for the first quarter, building on last year's world record profits. Sound familiar? 

The latest version of California's electricity crisis registered $3.37 per gallon at the pump the week of May 8th. 

A few years ago, Enron and other energy companies turned off the lights and robbed Californians blind. They did it by closing power plants and artificially withholding electricity to give the illusion of scarcity. That made the price of electricity soars, even though the price of producing it was minimal. 

Big Oil is playing a similar game now. A few large oil companies are making billions of dollars by artificially limiting refined gasoline supplies to jack up prices far in excess of raw material and production costs. (That's why a recent drop in crude oil prices isn't resulting in reductions at the pump.) 

California oil refiners have rigged their system by limiting the number of refineries and running on low inventories. The companies have closed nearly half the state's refineries since federal gasoline deregulation in 1981. Today, the gasoline supply barely meets demand. As a result, the commodity appears scarce and the market price for it is sky high, along with profits. 

The latest proof comes from government gasoline pricing reports. They show that from January to April, crude oil costs increased far less than the run-up in gasoline prices, even assuming that refiners all had to pay the high "spot market price" for crude oil, which they didn't. 

The increases in the crude oil "spot price" accounted for only 12 cents extra per gallon of the 60-cent rise in that period. More than 40 cents of the 60-cent increase in gasoline prices over 3 1/2 months came as increased refinery profit margins for the oil companies.
The reason oil companies generally do not pay the spot price for crude is that they either harvest crude oil from their own fields or have long-term contracts at cheaper prices. Even the oil spot price calculation gives oil companies too much credit for increased costs of producing gasoline. 

Legislation targets oil-industry activities
On April 6, a group of Senate Judiciary Committee members introduced legislation that seeks to promote [image: image5.jpg]JALX|



competition in the oil and gas industries in order to reduce fuel costs.
The legislation, which was not immediately given a bill number, would be designed to keep fuel prices low by preventing companies from withholding oil and gas in an effort to raise prices. A joint federal and state task force would also created by the legislation to investigate information sharing between oil companies to determine if that practice has encouraged anti-competitive pricing.
Additionally, the legislation aims to foster competition by requiring antitrust enforcement agencies Department of Justice and the Federal Trade Commission to consider whether future consolidations need closer scrutiny. Furthermore, the legislation permits OPEC members to be sued for conspiring to control output and fix prices for crude oil.
The legislation is sponsored by Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., the Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman, and Sen. Herb Kohl, D-Wis. The legislation is co-sponsored by Sens. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio, Richard Durbin, D-Ill., Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., and Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., the Judiciary Committee’s ranking member.
“Over 2,600 mergers have occurred in the U.S. petroleum industry since the 1990s, including transactions involving the largest oil and gas companies in the nation,” said Specter. “With the high fuel prices the American consumer is enduring, it is time for an examination of what oil and gas industry consolidations have done to prices. This legislation takes a firm stand in an attempt to protect the American consumer from enormous increases in gasoline prices and oil prices.”
Specter’s bill calls for a GAO study of the Federal Trade Commission’s efforts to review mergers and enforce antitrust laws.
With prices continuing to skyrocket, the legislation is designed to increase competition among companies, which the sponsors argue is needed to ensure that Americans are paying a fair price at the pump.
“Congress should pass this bill immediately instead of waiting until the price at the pump skyrockets any higher. OPEC has America over a barrel, and we should fight back,” said Leahy “This bill would help ensure oil and gas industry mergers are not contributing to rising costs, and allow government agencies to take action to prevent collusive price-fixing by oil-producing nations.”
Venezuela Suggests Control of Oil Projects

Venezuela's congress, dominated by supporters of President Hugo Chavez, released a report May 11th recommending the state assume majority control of key heavy oil projects run by companies like Chevron Corp. and Exxon Mobil Corp. in its oil-rich Orinoco River basin. 
Such a move, which Chavez has yet to publicly endorse, would bring all active oil-producing operations run by foreign companies in Venezuela effectively under state control. 
The development comes as Venezuela and Bolivia both advance a series of nationalist measures to increase state control over their oil and gas sectors. The moves, aimed at extracting a greater share of profits at a time of soaring oil prices, have rattled investors, strained some diplomatic ties and become a major issue at a summit of Latin American and European leaders this week in Austria. 
Oil futures settled at $73.32 a barrel on May 11th. 
What next? Man is charged with theft in reprogramming of fuel pumps

Owners of a Mobil Food Mart in the St. Louis, Mo., market say their store security cameras recorded a customer stealing gas. They say the customer did it by opening the pump's locked door, then re-programming the pump to give away free fuel, according to KSDK-TV news. 
A Phillips 66 station in the same area was hit the same way May 5.
"He was overriding, somehow, the computer program going straight to the tank," says Imran Kahn Lohdi, operator of Lion Petroleum Inc.
Police say the 26-year-old Chesterfield, Mo., suspect illegally purchased a key made by the pump manufacturer Gilbarco Veeder-Root, in Texas, where he went to school for accounting, according to the news broadcast.
Police found a key and code books to program the pumps in his Cadillac Escalade.
Police say the suspect enlisted help from a 24-year-old acquaintance who now also faces charges.
Detectives say the 26-year-old had no problem finding vulnerable pumps as he traveled to and from Texas to school.
Owners of a gas station who were victimized have already removed the programmable key pads from their gas pumps, the same company-issued key can unlock thousands of Gilbarco pumps nationwide but it won't stop some thieves from getting inside.

Automakers Warn E85 Not for Use in Conventional Vehicles 
Rochester, Mich.—Automakers say they are trying to get more ethanol-capable vehicles on the road quickly, but warned that consumers in the meantime should not use an E85 ethanol blend in conventional vehicles or try to convert their vehicles to use E85.
"Your vehicle was built a certain way for a certain reason. You really shouldn't tamper with that," Mary Beth Stanek, who manages General Motors Corp.'s partnerships with ethanol producers, told members of the U.S. House Agriculture Committee, according to an Associated Press report.
The committee was meeting at Oakland University in suburban Detroit.
About 5 million vehicles on U.S. roads can run on E85, which is 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline. GM, Ford Motor Co. and DaimlerChrysler AG say they are capable of ramping up E85-capable vehicle production quickly as long as consumers are able to buy the fuel. About 685 of the nation's 165,000 fueling stations sell E85.
While E85 vehicles require special fuel injectors and other parts, all vehicles are capable of running on E10, which is a blend of 10 percent ethanol and 90 percent gasoline. Minnesota and Hawaii are the only states that require virtually all fuel sold to be E10, according to the American Coalition for Ethanol, an industry trade group. Montana, Washington and Missouri have passed similar laws but they're not yet in effect.

Gasoline drive-offs up in Pennsylvania
With the price of gasoline threatening to hit the $3 mark, gasoline drive-offs are becoming an increasingly frequent problem for police and, indirectly, consumers, the Centre Daily Times reported.
And it's probably going to get worse, People are filling their tanks and fleeing without paying with increasing frequency.
"We are seeing more and more of them," state police Cpl. Joseph Leiter said from the barracks in Rockview, Pa. "It's going to get worse. We haven't even hit the summer traveling season yet."
Just recently, one station has been hit three times, losing a total of $119.32.
This problem is nation wide and getting worse.  

Oil companies criticized by some politicians over lack of ethanol
Major oil companies are facing more scrutiny from U.S. politicians who want to know if the firms restrict service stations from selling gasoline made mostly from ethanol and biodiesel blended motor fuel, Reuters reported April 6.
The use of E-85, which is gasoline mixed with 85 percent ethanol, and B-20, or 20 percent biodiesel blended fuel, is being pushed by the Bush administration to help stretch available motor fuel supplies and reduce U.S. reliance on foreign oil imports.
The problem is there are only 651 service stations out of 167,000 nationwide that sell the renewable fuels, according to Reuters.
That's not enough for Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich, a Democrat, and the state's two U.S. senators -- Democrats Richard Durbin and Barack Obama.
The politicians sent letters this week to the heads of six major oil companies to find out if they have any policies or advocate any practices that prohibit or discourage the construction, installation and operation of the ethanol and biodiesel pumps at service stations.
"It is critically important that gas stations provide consumers with the option to fill up with E-85 and B-20," the politicians said in letters to the heads of Exxon Mobil, Chevron, ConocoPhillips, oil refiner Valero Energy, the U.S. unit of BP Plc and Royal Dutch Shell's Shell Oil Co. U.S. subsidiary.
The politicians said more of the renewable-fuel pumps are needed for the 6 million flex-fuel vehicles on the road that can run on E-85. In addition, current diesel engines can operate on B-20 biodiesel blends.
"Corporate policies could act as a barrier to the expansion of alternative fueling pumps at branded gasoline outlets," they said. "It is important that we work to identify and deconstruct any artificial market barriers that keep consumers from accessing the renewable fuels that reduce our dependence on oil."
Illinois uses the most ethanol of any state and is the country's second biggest producer of the fuel additive, which is primarily made from corn in this country. But out of the 108 gas stations in the state that sell E-85, only three are operated by franchises branded by major oil companies.
U.S. Energy Secretary Sam Bodman has said he will meet representatives of the major oil companies to discuss how they are making alternative fuels available.
"It should be our common goal that E-85 become a nationwide fueling option," Bodman said on Thursday in a speech to the Society of Automotive Engineers meeting in Detroit.
Oil companies have said one concern they have with selling E-85 and biodiesel is they can't guarantee their quality because they don't make the renewable fuels.
BP launches am/pm convenience stores in South Florida
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BP announced May 16 that it is launching its am/pm brand in South Florida. 
Already established on the West Coast, am/pm convenience stores offer fresh food and beverages in a format that includes the "To Go" area, featuring chilled, hot and baked foods, and the "Thirst Oasis" with up to 24 different fountain drinks, the company said.
"This will add to the more than 900 successful am/pm locations already in operation west of the Rockies and 2,000 sites internationally, helping BP build its network and business, and enabling us to reach more consumers with our products and services," said Polly Flinn, president of BP U.S. Convenience Retail Operations. "With this pilot program, we are bringing together BP's strongest consumer brands under one roof." 
Under the South Florida pilot program, BP Connect company operated and franchise convenience stores will be rebranded am/pm. The South Florida am/pm offer will include the Wild Bean Cafe, which offers a range of coffees, fresh baked pastries, made-to-order toasted sub sandwiches, soups and fresh salads. Locations will also sell a full range of Amoco fuels. Longer-term plans for further expansion of the am/pm brand will be decided following the pilot and announced at a later date, the company said. 
BP said it markets more than 15 billion gallons of gasoline every year to U.S. consumers through 13,000 retail outlets. BP is the brand that was formed by combining the former British Petroleum, Amoco Corporation, Atlantic Richfield(ARCO) and Burmah Castrol (who were once competitors are now under one roof).
Opponents Object to Wal-Mart Banking Plans 
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Washington--A parade of objectors spanning American business, unions and charities are going before federal regulators to make the case against allowing Wal-Mart Stores Inc. to expand its empire into banking, reported the Associated Press.
The first-ever public hearings by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. on a bank application are drawing a wave of opposition to the move by the world's largest retailer. 
The company insists that consumers and retail banks have nothing to fear and is pledging to stay out of branch banking and consumer lending, reported AP.
Some 300 institutions operate branches in 1,150 Wal-Mart stores and the company says it doesn't want to compete with them.
Opponents are not convinced. They portray Wal-Mart's proposed in-house bank which would handle the 140 million credit, debit card and electronic check payments the company handles each year as leading eventually to full-scale banking with retail branches that would destroy local banks, reported AP,
Bentonville, Ark. based Wal-Mart already is too big, they say, with 3,900 stores nearly saturating the U.S. market and unrivaled dominance accounting for 10 percent of the U.S. retail economy, according to some researchers.
"Wal-Mart is a company that does not play by the rules," Robert E. McGarrah Jr., a corporate governance official with the AFL-CIO, said in a statement prepared for Monday's hearing.
"That factor alone makes its proposed bank a threat to the taxpayers and the nation's banking system. Wal-Mart's record in communities across America reveals a company that ruthlessly wipes out important community businesses," McGarrah said.
It’s OK for Wal-Mart to destroy Independent Gasoline Stations but it’s not OK for Wal-Mart to destroy Banks?
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BEFORE THEY’RE ALL GONE
contact John Gilmore @ 407-916-2933 Orlando Magic Ticket Sales Representative
This will keep you on the edge of your seat     

orlandomagic.com
[image: image9.wmf]New 2006-2007 Lower Bowl SEASON TICKETS                    
AS LOW AS $20.00 PER GAME                                             
2009 Tank System Upgrade Requirements
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New Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 62-761, Tank System Upgrade Requirements – What Does It Mean to You and Your Business?

Business owners in the gas retailing business could be facing exorbitant fines and potential shut down of their business come 2009 if their tank systems are not in compliance with the new Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 62-761.  Call or e-mail A2L Technologies, Inc. for a FREE White Paper detailing:

· The actual regulation upgrade requirements

· What it means and how it will affect my business

· Options for upgrading tanks and monitoring systems in order to be in compliance

· Options if contamination is found

· Information on available State funding for remediation during upgrades

A2L Technologies, Inc., is a Tampa based engineering firm that for the last decade has been providing environmental planning, engineering and remediation services to national and international businesses throughout Florida.  A2L is an approved assessment and remediation consultant/contractor by the Florida Department of Transportation, and is licensed, insured and bonded.  A2L represents the environmental interests for commercial, industrial and governmental clients with the goal of assuring full regulatory compliance with the least economic impact to our customers.

Call or e-mail us for your FREE White Paper Today!

A2L Technologies, Inc.

10220 Harney Road NE

Thonotosassa, FL  33592

Contact:  Larry G. Schmaltz, PE - President

Phone:  813.248.8558, ext. 305

Fax:  813.248.8656

E-mail:  LarryS@a2ltechnologies.com
www.a2ltechnologies.com
IRS Provides Education on Bank Secrecy Act Requirements
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Bank Secrecy Act Specialists within the Small Business and Self-Employed Division of the Internal Revenue Service provide education about Bank Secrecy Act reporting and recordkeeping requirements to money services businesses (MSBs), which include many gas retailers.  Gas retailers who offer money  services, such as check cashing, money orders, and wire transfers, may be defined as an MSB under the Bank Secrecy Act and are subject to the reporting and recordkeeping requirements.

Congress passed the BSA in 1970 as the first laws to fight money laundering in the United States. The BSA requires businesses, including MSBs, to keep records and file reports that are determined to have a high degree of usefulness in criminal, tax, and regulatory matters.  The documents filed by businesses under the BSA requirements are heavily used by law enforcement agencies, both domestic and international to identify, detect and deter money laundering whether it is in furtherance of a criminal enterprise, terrorism, tax evasion or other unlawful activity.

Definition of an MSB

MSBs include any person conducting business of more than $1,000 with the same person on the same day in any one of the following activities: currency dealing or exchange; check cashing; issuing, selling or redeeming traveler’s checks, money orders or stored value; or, provides money transfer services in any amount.  

Registration Requirement

Each business that meets the definition of an MSB must register with the Department of the Treasury, except for the following: 
 (1) A business that is an MSB solely because it serves as an agent of another MSB;
 (2) A business that is an MSB solely as an issuer, seller, or redeemer of stored value;
 (3) The U.S. Postal Service and agencies of the U.S, or any State, or of any political subdivision of any State;
 (4) A branch office of an MSB.  
MSBs register by using FinCEN Form 107, Registration of Money Services Business.  

Other MSB Reporting Requirements

MSBs, except for check cashers and issuers, sellers, or redeemers of stored value, are required to file Suspicious Activity Reports (TD F 90-22.56).   All MSBs are required to have anti-money laundering compliance programs and to file Currency Transaction Reports (FinCEN Form 104) to report cash transactions of more than $10,000.

Sources for Additional Information

If you would like more information about the MSB reporting and recordkeeping requirements, please call Susan Vega, IRS BSA Specialist in Florida, at (954) 423-7777.

You can find additional information about money laundering and the Bank Secrecy Act at these web sites:  www.fincen.gov or www.msb.gov. 

You can download forms at www.fincen.gov, www.msb.gov, www.irs.gov, or you can order forms by calling the IRS Forms Distribution Center at 800-829-3676.   
Power Back Systems-Standby Generator Systems 
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Florida law may require generators in all retail gasoline stations. Power Back Systems-Standby Generator Systems can provide you with a generator that will fit your business and help finance your generator and much more.

Contact John at 561-629-0812 or visit www.getmypowerback.com

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
Cars













     New

Trucks
                           INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE                                            Wholesale     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     










       

Office: (888) 248-1013 * (407) 324-5422 *  Fax: (407) 324-9856

E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
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 Almost every retail business receives bad checks: 
CollectAChek is a NSF check recovery company that collects face value of check and charges owner of the check cost for recovery. The business receives full amount of check. For more information, Contact Frank Straughn @ (877) 874-9791 or e-mail fstraughn@collectachek.com
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact:

Cindy Winternitz 800-575-1816 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for six out of the last seven years. 

                      INSURANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

The last minute policy renewal quote: 

By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs and a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. 

Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899 (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700 

For Group Health Insurance: Contact Mark Carelli @ 1-800-243-6899 ext. 4175 for information.  
                                  S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-6933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-330-3011 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 2921, Sanford, FL, 32772

                                                   Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________




             City______________________State_________________________Zip______________ 

When the Government Wants Your Property You Have Rights

But You May Also Have Obligations:
You receive a letter from a governing entity (state, county, city, etc.) saying your property, or part of it, is needed for the improvement or widening of Main Street, Anytown, Florida. In a state growing at an exponential rate with, seemingly, every other road under construction, this is becoming a common occurrence. The purpose of this article is to present an outline of the process involved when the government uses its power. This process is often referred to as condemnation and owners and businesses have rights provided under Florida law. 

For full information, Contact:

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.



Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401   

For complete information go to www.floridaeminentdomainlawyer.com
or contact  toll free 866-452-9400

Residents trying to hang onto their homes in a working-class neighborhood of New London, Conn., are waging a battle in the Supreme Court over their city government's attempt to seize property for private economic development. Susette Kelo and several other homeowners filed a lawsuit after city officials announced plans to bulldoze their residences to clear the way for a riverfront hotel, health club and offices. The residents refused to move, arguing it was an unconstitutional taking of their property.

Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures:

Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures and information that is provided by a U.S. Congress approved person  

Any member in good standing of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida qualifies for this benefit.

For more information, contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida office at 407-774-9700.          
*****FOR SALE*****

Gas Station Including Land

New environmentally approved tanks/veeder-root/major brand busy road-approx. 39,000 cars a day great location with land Asking 1,100,000 Plantation, Florida; Call 561 495 1373.
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

**CLASSIFIED**
Grogan Realty Co.

Specializing in Gasoline stations & 

Commercial property financing available
(904) 737-3493 

Fax (904) 731-0025

Meadowbrook Insurance Group
Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program

Paid dividends 5 of 6 years)

Contact Cindy Winternitz

(800) 575-1816

Collect A Chek

NSF Check Recovery

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

Contact: Frank Straughn

Toll Free: 1-877-874-9791
fstraughn@collectachek.com
Insurance Office of America

1855 W.S.R. 434  
Longwood, FL 32750

Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability
Underground Storage Tank Insurance
Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899

Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc
201 Park Place Suite # 300

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701

(407)332-8311

RPM inc.

Receipts-Printing-Marketing

1536 Bonair St.

Clearwater, FL 33755

1-800-398-0987

GASOLINE SUPPIERS

Hamid Ghannad

United Oil Co. Inc.

5012 E. Broadway

Tampa, FL  33619

(813) 241-4610
Bill McKnight

Automated Petroleum & Energy Co.

P.O. Box 1110

Brandon, FL  33509

(813) 681-4279

Tim Loggins

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.

P.O. Box 59

Waycross, Georgia 32502 

(912)-283-5951

Lost your lender

No wonder: With all the mergers, acquisitions and closings, your lender is probably lost too.

We specialize in extending competitive rates on financing loans.

Contact John Grogan Business Development Officer

Office 904-731-9020 fax 904-731-0025 cell 904-571-6564 E-Mail johngrogan@bellsouth.net
GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA
WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS

"Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from
now and make a brand new ending."

Carl Bard
"Courage does not always roar. Sometimes, it is the quiet voice at the end the day saying, "I will try again tomorrow."
Joann Thomas
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