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             Service Station Dealers of America

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation, casualty, and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

 VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE

INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFITS

http://www.flagas.com
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Christmas and New Year are the most popular holidays of the year.
This month will be very busy with the holiday spirit.  As a business serving the public, many tourists will be traveling to and from their destination by car during the holiday season.  It’s important to be in the holiday spirit as employees and employers.  We are a vital part of the traveling public.

LUCK for THE NEW YEAR 

Traditionally, it was thought that one could affect the luck they would have throughout the coming year by what they did or ate on the first day of the year. For that reason, it has become common for folks to celebrate the first few minutes of a brand new year in the company of family and friends. Parties often last into the middle of the night after the ringing in of a New Year. It was once believed that the first visitor on New Year's Day would bring either good luck or bad luck the rest of the year. It was particularly lucky if that visitor happened to be a tall dark-haired man (also a short bald man).
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1JOIN TODAY
And take advantage of our money saving programs from insurance to financing with experts in the gasoline industry.  Today it takes teamwork to be successful. It takes a lot of energy and time to prepare. There are many benefits to being a member of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. We belong to the National Association, Service Station Dealers of America/National Coalition of Petroleum Retailers AT (SSDA/NCPR-AT) who lobby our elected officials for the benefit of independent gasoline dealers nationwide.

Members are the backbone of all gasoline dealer associations.

Below Cost Repeal 

HB 101 was introduced by Irving “Irv” Slosberg District 90 Boca Raton in the Florida House of Representatives that would repeal the Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost). The MFMPA law prevents below cost sales of gasoline and diesel and it also has important protective language addressing petroleum allocations.

Without the Florida's Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act, Florida consumers will lose. This also means the end of competition that has consistently kept Florida’s ranking one of the lowest in the nation on pretax gasoline prices, according to the U.S. Department of Energy’s ranking of states of motor fuel prices. Our members are small business retailers who will be incapable of surviving through predatory pricing practices. Everyone should send mail, phone, fax, e mail or meet with their elected officials to oppose the repeal of the MFMPA.  We were successful four years ago and your help is needed now to be successful again. Don’t wait for some one else because you can be sure that the Hypermarkets, Big Boxers, Oil Companies are talking to them.
In a previous newsletter I reported that Home Depot is now selling gasoline in Tennessee. We have a lot of work ahead of us. 
How sweet it is (for who)
Exxon recorded outrageous record windfall profits on revenue of $100.72 billion up from $76.38 billion. Record third quarter 2005 net profit rose 75 percent in the quarter to $9.92 billion from $5.68 billion a year ago.  Anglo-Dutch competitor Royal Dutch Shell PLC wasn't far behind, posting a profit of $9 billion for the quarter reported the Associated Press along with the other Oil Companies during the hardships of the hurricanes, its time for congress to investigate for any violations?
Chevron Corp., the nation's second-largest oil company, joined in its industry's third-quarter earnings boom with revenues for the period totaled $54.5 billion, a 34 percent increase from $40.7 billion last year and earned profit of $3.6 billion during the three months ended in September. 
Under current law, if an oil company increases its inventories, it can book that increase as a cost against profits and value the new oil at current market prices. If oil prices shoot up, as they did this year, this approach allows big oil companies to increase their costs and reduce their taxable income by hundreds of millions of dollars each. 
The Beat Continues

Sunoco reports third-quarter results.
Sunoco, Inc. on Nov. 2 reported net income of $329 million for the third quarter of 2005 versus $104 million for the 2004 third quarter a 68% increase. Excluding special items, income for the current quarter was $357 million compared to $128 million for the 2004 third quarter. 
For the first nine months of 2005, Sunoco reported net income of $687 million versus net income of $427 million for the first nine months of 2004. Excluding special items, Sunoco's income was $715 million versus $451 million for the comparable 2004 period.

Tesoro third-quarter income more than triples
Oil refiner and marketer Tesoro Corp., San Antonio, Texas also reported a net income which totaled $226 million, compared with $65 million, in the year-earlier quarter a 71% increase.
ConocoPhillips reports $3.8 billion profit for third quarter, up 89%

ConocoPhillips, the third-largest U.S. energy company, booked a profit of $3.8 billion for the third quarter an 89 percent increase over this time last year, the Houston Chronicle reported Oct. 26.
Revenue for the quarter was $49.7 billion.
The Houston Company, like many other energy outfits, continues to benefit from high crude oil prices.
When will the outrageous profits and profiteering end? 
The oil companies pushed the prices up not so, oil industry spokesmen say?? 

‘‘It is supply and demand. That is what determines the price of gasoline and every other product,” said Juan Palomo, spokesman for the American Petroleum Institute (API) in Washington. ‘‘The reduced supply of the twin hurricanes and continued steady increased demand throughout the country pushed up the prices.” 

Nationally, demand decreased by 3.9 percent in September as prices soared above $3 per gallon. 

Palomo attributed the decline in demand to motorists ‘‘taking to heart” the call from national leaders to reduce driving, to decreased demand and to increased supply from overseas. 

Service station owners determine how much motorists pay at the pump, Palomo said. They set their prices based on what they paid for their supply, their expenses for labor, rent or mortgage and what the market will bear. 

‘‘It’s reasonable to expect that costs in one part of the state is more than in the other,” Palomo said. 

Not true, station owners say 

They say oil companies charge them different prices depending on where they are even though the gasoline comes from the same source. For example, Exxon Mobil has more than 50 price zones in Montgomery County MD alone, said Harry Murphy, director of technical services for the Washington Maryland Delaware Association of Service Stations. 

Zoned pricing began in 1994 and results in the wide variance in prices throughout the county even among stations selling the same brand of gasoline, Murphy said. ‘‘We’ve been fighting it for years,” he said. Zone pricing by the oil companies is nation wide. 

It’s very difficult for the general public to understand and, frankly even for those in the industry to understand.
The profits by the oil companies do not reflect what the service stations profit is. The 75 percent increase by some oil companies’ third quarter profits is outrageous while station owners are struggling, and the American Petroleum Institute (API) has the audacity to point the finger for the increase of gasoline prices at the gasoline retailer and shift attention away from the oil companies’ windfall profits.

Supply and demand should not be at the expense of disasters and hardships of the public. 

Corporate greed and profiteering should be investigated.  

Congress to act?

House Majority Leader Dennis Hastert, urged oil companies to invest more earnings in new refineries and in answer to a question at a news conference did not rule out taxing oil company windfall profits. Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist said Congress should consider a federal energy price-gouging law reported AP.

Exxon Mobil Corp., ConocoPhillips and Royal Dutch Shell plc, together earned more than $22 billion net profit during the July-September quarter this year with Exxon Mobil Corp. leading the way with $9.92 billion. The major oil and gas companies are expected to earn $96 billion net profit this year, according to AP. 

We need a federal investigation of the Oil Companies to explain their outrageous record profits in the wake of natural disasters from hurricanes Katrina, Rita etc. The Oil Companies take advantage of hardships of others to increase their profits and Corp. Greed. The Oil Companies were not held to the same standard of price gouging laws that gasoline retailers where State of Emergency was enforced. The FTC should not conduct the investigation.
US Senate Big Oil Hearings

While I was watching the news about the Big Oil hearings, I wondered why they were not live? I think it was important enough for the public to hear first hand from the people who are responsible for high gasoline prices and their outrageous record profits. It’s one thing to hear news bites and quite another it from live television coverage. 

When a company makes a profit in the normal course of business it’s good; but not good when the oil companies outrageous profits are the result of natural disasters and hardships and taking unfair advantage of the public.
Exxon CEO Lee Raymond said at the hearings that the gasoline retailer sets his own prices at the pump assuming that the retailer is gouging the consumer. While the oil companies make record profits, the gasoline retailer is struggling to stay in business. I’m sure any gasoline retailer will trade places with him.
I think building new refineries is part of a long term solution to increase the inventories than a windfall profit tax will keep gasoline prices within the level of affordability for the consumer. The problem is the Oil Companies are against new refineries because any negative news or any disruption in the industry without any backup or plan to correct it will spike up the price of gasoline and create HUGE profits. National legislation for ‘Divorcement and Open Supply’ will create competition at the wholesale level (there isn’t any competition at the wholesale level) and the consumer will benefit.

When there are scheduled congressional hearings of the gasoline industry, its amazing how gasoline prices level off and decline? 
The public should keep up the pressure on our elected officials to continue the hearings and there should be an independent investigation instead of the Federal Trade Commission investigation to vigorously investigate the oil companies for charges of price gouging and profiteering. One of the FTC duties is to protect the consumer and small businesses from large corporations and not interfere on their behalf.   

Lee Raymond TV interview

Lee Raymond Exxon CEO TV interview was trying to shift the blame onto the independent gasoline retailer for price gouging and cloud the issue of gasoline price gouging.
There are many many times when Big Oil Company’s wholesale price for gasoline to independent gasoline retailers were higher than Big Oil Companies operated stations retail price in violation of Florida’s Below Cost law. The price gouger and corporation greed is the Big Oil Companies.

Mr. Raymond should look into a mirror for the one who is responsible for record profits and price gouging. 
Economist Don Nichols
A recent study of the University of Wisconsin Madison economist Don Nichols suggests that “gasoline prices have increased disproportionately in comparison to the price increases per barrel of [crude] oil.”

According to the study, in order for retail gasoline prices to reach $3 a gallon, “the price of crude oil would have to be about $95 a barrel, but crude prices have been holding around $65 a barrel, and Katrina has not caused a surge in crude oil prices,” writes the news source. “The disconnect between gasoline and crude oil prices is quite remarkable,” Nichols said.

Gasoline prices take a big dip

In the last 2 1/2 months, gasoline prices have come down quite a bit. It’s a far cry from those so called experts who predicted 4 and 5 dollars a gallon. Sometimes I think those experts get their information from API.

What brought prices down is the consumer who has conserved gasoline to the point that the oil companies lowered their wholesale prices. There are many keys to lowering gasoline prices and the consumer holds the largest key.
Another reason might be the Oil Companies went over the top with their prices and the consumer found other ways to travel. As of 11-21-05 the US national average gasoline price is $2.21 a far cry from its peak. 

Wisconsin Governor to Subpoena Oil Execs 
Milwaukee Gov. Jim Doyle will subpoena oil company executives to appear at a public hearing in December on profits they earned in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, reported the Associated Press. Doyle told AP he plans to use authority under the state's trade and consumer protection law to issue the subpoenas. 
The governor said he wants the oil company executives to explain how they reaped large profits following the hurricanes, according to the report.
"We will also call on industry experts, independent consumer protection advocates and business leaders to provide testimony. And we will look at the effect these record prices are having on Wisconsin families not only at the gas pump, but as they pay their winter heating bills," Doyle said in a statement to the AP.
He planned the hearing for Dec. 1 in Milwaukee.
Exxon Mobil Corp., the world's largest publicly traded oil company, reported last week its third-quarter earnings soared to a record $9.92 billion, up from $5.68 billion a year earlier. The firm had revenue of $100.72 billion, up from $76.38 billion.
Doyle also noted in the report that oil company giants British Petroleum and ConocoPhillips reported large profits.
"More than a month ago, I joined seven other governors and called on President Bush and Congress to investigate this obvious price gouging, and they have done nothing," Doyle said in the statement to the AP.
"I believe that the American people deserve some answers. And if Washington isn't willing to get those answers if they aren't willing to even ask any questions then I will," Doyle said in the AP report.
Florida Law May Require Generators at Gas Stations 
West Palm Beach, Fl Gov. Jeb Bush said Monday he was considering whether state law should require that service stations to have a power source like generators so they can continue to pump gasoline during outages such as the widespread lack of electricity that accompanied Hurricane Wilma and created miles-long gas lines, reported Sun-Sentinel.com.
According to Sun-Sentinel.com, State Sen. Jeff Atwater said last week he would introduce legislation to require new gas stations to have generators starting June 1. Existing stations would have to retrofit by December 2007.
Bush made his comments during a brief visit to the hurricane recovery logistics center Monday afternoon at the South Florida Fairgrounds west of West Palm Beach.
One thing Bush said he already was sure about: the taxpayers shouldn't be subsidizing gas station owners' purchase of generators, according to Sun-Sentinel.com.

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida does not support state law to require service stations to have generators to continue to pump gasoline during power outages during times of emergencies.

State Representative Adam Hasner Dist. 87 Boca Raton idea of a jack type installation where a generator can be hooked up to and supplied by the County or volunteer their own to pump the gasoline to the emergency departments such as the police, fire dept. hospitals and employees of emergency departments and then to the public makes more sense.  
Ohio Lawmaker Offers Bill to Regulate Gas Price Increases 
Columbus, Ohio- An Ohio lawmaker reacting to public discontent over the cost of gasoline wants to regulate when gas stations can raise their prices. Sen. Kirk Schuring, R-Canton, has introduced legislation that would bar stations from hiking prices until they receive a new shipment of gas, according to an Associated Press report.
County auditors would be responsible for spotting violators, who would then be turned over to the state attorney general's office. "The motoring public likes the idea," Schuring told AP. "But there are some who have questioned whether or not it's prudent to dictate when prices can go up at the pump. I'm a big believer in the free market, and I've been criticized by some that I've violated the principles of the free market and the law of supply and demand."
The bill also would create a 15-member Ohio Task Force on Gasoline Policy, which would monitor gas prices, analyze the state's oil resources, compare prices in Ohio with those in other states, and push for the increased production of alternative fuels.
Gas station operators are opposed to the gas price regulation idea.

The Ohio lawmaker should direct his bill to the Oil Companies wholesale gasoline price and eliminate zone pricing and submit a bill for ‘Divorcement and Open Supply’ and that will create competition at the wholesale level and the consumer will benefit. Same old story, pick on the little guy.
I like to take this opportunity to congratulate the independent gasoline retailers for their service during the hurricanes. 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
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INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
For the lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease.

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE

Office: (888) 248-1013 * (407) 324-5422 *  Fax: (407) 324-9856

E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
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                                Almost every retail business receives bad checks: 
CollectAChek is a NSF check recovery company that collects face value of check and charges owner of the check cost for recovery. The business receives full amount of check. For more information, Contact Frank Straughn @ (877) 874-9791 or e-mail fstraughn@collectachek.com
[image: image8.wmf]
Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact:

Cindy Winternitz 800-575-1816 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for six out of the last seven years. 


Residents trying to hang onto their homes in a working-class neighborhood of New London, Conn., are waging a battle in the Supreme Court over their city government's attempt to seize property for private economic development. Susette Kelo and several other homeowners filed a lawsuit after city officials announced plans to bulldoze their residences to clear the way for a riverfront hotel, health club and offices. The residents refused to move, arguing it was an unconstitutional taking of their property.

[image: image9.emf]INSURANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

The last minute policy renewal quote: 

By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs and a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. 

Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899 (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700 

For Group Health Insurance: Contact Mark Carelli @ 1-800-243-6899 ext. 4175 for information.  
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S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-6933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-330-3011 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 
Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 2921, Sanford, FL, 32772
                                                   Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________




             City______________________State_________________________Zip______________ 

When the Government Wants Your Property You Have Rights

But You May Also Have Obligations:
You receive a letter from a governing entity (state, county, city, etc.) saying your property, or part of it, is needed for the improvement or widening of Main Street, Anytown, Florida. In a state growing at an exponential rate with, seemingly, every other road under construction, this is becoming a common occurrence. The purpose of this article is to present an outline of the process involved when the government uses its power. This process is often referred to as condemnation and owners and businesses have rights provided under Florida law. 

For full information, Contact:

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.



Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401   
For complete information go to www.floridaeminentdomainlawyer.com
or contact  toll free 866-452-9400

Court To Hear Battle Over Eminent Domain 
Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures:
Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures and information that is provided by a U.S. Congress approved person  
Any member in good standing of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida qualifies for this benefit.

For more information, contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida office at 407-774-9700.

*****FOR SALE*****

Gas Station Including Land

New environmentally approved tanks/veeder-root/major brand busy road-approx. 39,000 cars a day great location with land Asking 1,100,000 Plantation, Florida; Call 561 495 1373.
JOIN TODAY

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

**CLASSIFIED**
Grogan Realty Co.

Specializing in Gasoline stations & 

Commercial property financing available
(904) 737-3493 

Fax (904) 731-0025

Meadowbrook Insurance Group
Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program

Paid dividends 5 of 6 years)

Contact Cindy Winternitz

(800) 575-1816

Collect A Chek

NSF Check Recovery

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

Contact: Frank Straughn

Toll Free: 1-877-874-9791
fstraughn@collectachek.com
Insurance Office of America

1855 W.S.R. 434  
Longwood, FL 32750

Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability
Underground Storage Tank Insurance
Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899

Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc
201 Park Place Suite # 300

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701

(407)332-8311

RPM inc.

Receipts-Printing-Marketing

1536 Bonair St.

Clearwater, FL 33755

1-800-398-0987

GASOLINE SUPPIERS

Hamid Ghannad

United Oil Co. Inc.

5012 E. Broadway

Tampa, FL  33619

(813) 241-4610

Bill McKnight

Automated Petroleum & Energy Co.

P.O. Box 1110

Brandon, FL  33509

(813) 681-4279

Tim Loggins

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.

P.O. Box 59

Waycross, Georgia 32502 

(912)-283-5951

Lost your lender

No wonder: With all the mergers, acquisitions and closings, your lender is probably lost too.

We specialize in extending competitive rates on financing from $75,000 to $5,000,000 through SBA and USDA guaranteed loans.

GOLETA NATIONAL BANK

A Community West Company

Contact John Grogan Business Development Officer

                   Office 904-731-9020 fax 904-731-0025 cell 904-571-6564 E-Mail jgrogan@attbi.com
GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA
WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS
Nymex Crude Oil Prices  
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"A wise man makes his own decisions; an ignorant man follows the public opinion."
Grantland Rice
"Children are the living messages we send to a time we will not see."
John W. Whitehead
Press requests concerning retail petroleum prices

The media seems to lack the ability to understand why there are differences in gasoline prices between gasoline station locations. They focus on trying to compare one marketplace in a specific county with another in an adjoining county. Many are surprised that not all counties have the same local option tax rate and wholesale zone gasoline pricing by the major oil companies.

Many of our elected officials were not legislators four years ago when Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (below cost sales law) was challenged and defeated. We have to inform our elected officials the benefit of MFMPA. Don’t wait for some one else because you can be sure that Wal-Mart and the Oil Companies are talking to them.
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