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             Service Station Dealers of America

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation, casualty, and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

 VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE

INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFITS

http://www.flagas.com   
HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
After Wilma, It's Power that's the Problem 
Tallahassee, Fla. -- Florida has plenty of gasoline and diesel fuel, but motorists in the southern part of the state found many stations were unable to pump it because they still lacked power following Hurricane Wilma, reported the AP. 
Cars lined up for blocks or miles at stations that did have power, including some with their own generators. At least 200 cars were backed up in both directions on Florida's Turnpike waiting for gas at the Snapper Creek service plaza south of Miami, according to AP.
 Florida's ports also were awash with more than 199 million gallons of fuel, at least an eight-day supply at normal usage levels, Department of Environmental Protection spokeswoman Sarah Williams told AP.
An additional 160 million gallons was scheduled to arrive aboard 37 ships in the next three days, she said.
"It doesn't seem like there's any kind of fuel shortage," Williams told AP. "Everything seems to be moving according to schedule."
The department's daily spot survey of retailers indicated most stations in South Florida had fuel but some were unable to pump it due to power outages or damage to their facilities, Williams said in the report.

(late news) Exxon Mobil 3Q Profit Balloons to $9.92B 
Exxon Mobil Corp. had a quarter for the record books. The world's largest publicly traded oil company said Thursday high oil and natural-gas prices helped its third-quarter profit surge almost 75 percent to $9.92 billion, the largest quarterly profit for a U.S. company ever, and it was the first to ring up more than $100 billion in quarterly sales. 
Net income ballooned to $9.92 billion from $5.68 billion. Revenue grew to $100.72 billion from $76.38 billion in the prior-year period. 
Howard Silverblatt, equity analyst at Standard & Poor's, said both the net income and sales figures are all-time records for publicly traded U.S. companies. 

We have a lot of work to do! 

Despite our best efforts to educate our public officials about our industry; we still have a lot of work ahead of us. Our Governor Jeb Bush was quoted in an article published in the Palm Beach Post newspaper, which reported that he made the statement “gasoline retailers should be fine with a profit rate of 1 or 2 cents a gallon.” This was clearly a statement that lacks the understanding of the gasoline industry. It also allows for the continued stereotyping of gasoline retailers around the state. That stereotyping lets citizens continue to improperly view that gas-station retailers are the reason behind high fuel prices.

Exxon Mobil's 2004 net profit of $25.33 billion and most likely top that in 2005 while gas-station retailers are struggling!

We have to contact and educate our state Representatives and Senators explaining the gasoline industry business.     
Florida’s ranking is one of the lowest in the nation on pretax gasoline prices, according to the U.S. Department of Energy’s ranking of states of motor fuel prices (recent ranking third lowest). 

The consumer should support the independent gasoline station retailer.

Credit Card Use at the Pump Takes a Jump 
It's becoming increasingly common to use plastic at the pump: 70 to 80 percent of gas purchases paid with a credit or debit card in the first six months of 2005.
As gas prices soar, more people are charging purchases to credit cards, even as many are having difficulty paying off card debt, according to the report.
In general, people either don’t have the cash in their wallets, don’t want to spend the cash they have or are seeking to displace the pain until their next statement. That means they are paying $4 or more per gallon once you factor in late fees and interest charges.
Increasing gasoline theft is another reason for rising credit card use at the pump, as more retailers are requiring customers to prepay for fuel as drivers are reluctant to pay cash and then go back into the store to collect any change.

Credit card companies reap rewards of higher gasoline prices 

Major credit card companies are reaping huge profits from rising gas prices because the fee that banks charge gas stations to process a credit card transaction is based on a percentage of the purchase price, The Washington Post reported. As gas prices go up, the processing fee goes up.
Since last year, the fees that gas stations paid to credit card companies have risen 64 percent, right along with the price of gasoline.
"It's unexpected revenue, because people are just doing what they were always doing," David Robertson, publisher of the Nilson Report, a credit card industry newsletter, told the Post. "It's not like a whole new market opened up. There's no behavioral change. It's just more money" and lots of it.
On a typical day, the Sept. 25 online edition of the Post reported, Americans buy 382 million gallons of gasoline, according to the Energy Department's Energy Information Administration. About 70 percent of that is paid for by credit card, said several trade associations representing gas stations. The credit card processing fees paid by gas stations, meanwhile, average about 2.5 percent, these trade groups agree.
So a year ago, when gas prices averaged $1.87, banks involved in credit card processing made about $12.5 million a day on fees. Now, with prices averaging $2.75 nationally, the credit card companies are raking in $18.4 million a day.
That is $183 million more a month, or nearly $2.2 billion dollars on an annual basis in extra money paid to the nation's banking giants just because of rising gasoline prices.
"The credit card processors and banks are reaping enormous profits right now," said Paul Fiore, director of government affairs for the Washington, Maryland, Delaware Service Station & Automotive Repair Association. "That's right out of the dealer's profit."
Fiore said credit card fees have become the top issue among gas station owners because they have not been able to raise their profit margins to cover the increased fees they must pay to the banks. 
Surprise, Surprise!!!

High Prices, High Demand Help Boost Energy Industry Profits
Dallas. TX -- According to the Associated Press, energy companies are seeing green. 
“Although hurricanes Katrina and Rita created compounding headaches for energy companies over the summer, the storms ultimately benefited them because, as supplies tightened, prices for gasoline, diesel and jet-fuel soared. Exactly how much money was made will become clearer, when the industry begins to detail its third quarter performance, though analysts are expecting huge profits,” writes the news source. 

Companies such as ExxonMobil, Chevron, BP, ConocoPhillips and Royal Dutch Shell are expected to report $9 billion, or a 43 percent increase, over their combined third-quarter profits, reports the news source. Last year, the companies earned more than $20 billion during the July-September period. 

Independent oil and gasoline producers and independent refiners are also expected “to report double-digit profit increases,” notes the news source. 

According to the AP, the companies have also benefited from record gasoline prices in the wake of the hurricanes.  

Meanwhile, the high profits companies are expected to earn could put the firms on the defensive “for making such profits in the wake of a disaster,” notes the AP. "It's going to make people mad and it's going to be a PR nightmare for these companies," Matthew R. Simmons, a Houston oil and gas investment banker, commented.
Senate Committee Hears Testimony on Refinery Legislation 
Washington, DC -- The Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee held a hearing on legislation authored by Committee Chair Jim Inhofe (R-OK) that would boost U.S. refining capacity and production.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida, SSDA / NCPR-AT, NACS, SIGMA and other associations support bill, S. 1772, the "Gas Petroleum Refiner Improvement and Community Empowerment Act" (Gas PRICE Act).

We urge the Committee to approve this important legislation at the earliest possible date. In particular, Titles I, II, and IV of the bill provisions designed to expand domestic petroleum refining capacity, to make federal emergency fuel supply waivers more effective, and to reduce the number of boutique fuels used across the nation and boost gasoline and diesel fuel production while restoring efficiency to the distribution system. If we fail to act, it will be consumers who will pay for this inaction through higher retail motor fuels prices at the pump.

Chairman Inhofe introduced S. 1772 on Sept. 26, stating, "The devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita further emphasizes the need to address the weaknesses in our nation's energy policy." The legislation would also provide incentives for building refineries at Base Closure and Realignment Commission (BRAC) sites. 

Chairman Inhofe's bill represents a bold legislation effort to achieve the following two goals: expanding domestic gasoline and diesel fuel supplies while at the same time "safeguarding environmental protections" and "setting up cooperative" interactions among industry and public interest groups, as well as state and local government officials.

Competition is needed at the wholesale level to lower gasoline prices at the pump.
Oil Refineries' Huge Profits Predate Big Storms 
Denver -- While gasoline shortages from hurricanes Katrina and Rita have caused some price spikes, DenverPost.com reported refiners' gross profit margins have been climbing steadily for the past year, long before the hurricanes hit. A Denver Post analysis shows that gross profit margins on gasoline at the nation's refineries have more than tripled from about $7 a barrel in September 2004 to $22.77 on Tuesday. 
According to the report, the nation's top five oil companies -- ExxonMobil, BP, Royal Dutch Shell, Chevron and ConocoPhillips -- own 42 percent of U.S. refining. In the first half of 2005 compared with the first half of 2004, net income increased 65 percent for ConocoPhillips, 39 percent for Royal Dutch Shell, 38 percent for Exxon Mobil and 31 percent for BP. Chevron reported a 4 percent decrease. 
"It's very difficult for consumers to go to the gas pump and pay record-high prices for gas and then open the business page and see where oil companies are making record profits," U.S. Sen. Mark Pryor, the ranking Democrat on a Senate consumer affairs subcommittee, said in the DenverPost.com report. 
"My suspicion is that [refiners] are taking advantage of the American public," he said in the report. "We can't prove it yet, but that's my suspicion." 
According to the DenverPost.com, energy analysts and economists say refiners have been able to increase margins for two main reasons: limited refining capacity that can cause spot shortages of gasoline and lack of competition in the refining sector, such as big mergers that brought together companies such as Exxon and Mobil, Chevron and Texaco, and Conoco and Phillips have reduced competition.
The Federal Trade Commission is investigating whether oil companies have engaged in profiteering or restricted refinery capacity to fix gasoline prices, an agency official said this week, according to the BillingsGazette.com . The FTC has investigated reports of collusion and price fixing by oil companies since 2001 but has not found any evidence of it?
The Senate approved a $1 million amendment to an appropriations bill to fund an FTC investigation into potential gas-price gouging at all levels of the supply chain. Private citizens asking Congress to investigate gas prices, citing "the excessive profits being made by oil companies who are taking advantage of this national crisis."

There hasn’t been a refinery built in the United States in 30 years and the oil companies want it that way. 
There should an independent investigation instead of the Federal Trade Commission to vigorously investigate the oil companies for charges of price fixing and profiteering. To have the FTC investigate is like having the  fox guard the chicken coup. An independent investigation is more likely to be a much more complete investigation of the oil industry. 

According to Colorado consulting firm Energy Analysts International, grocery stores and big-box retailer that began selling fuel in the late 1990s has been increasing at a rate of 20 percent each year.

The FTC is at it again

Texaco-Shell Case Headed to Supreme Court 
Washington -- As the Supreme Court opens up its new session, two major oil companies will be heading to Washington. The Supreme Court will hear the antitrust case, Texaco and Shell Oil v. Dagher, in which the Federal Trade Commission and Department of Justice's antitrust division are asking the high court to overturn an appeals court ruling that said a Texaco-Shell joint venture was guilty of price fixing, according to CNN/Money. 
A federal district court in California originally threw out the case against the oil companies, saying that the venture, called Equilon, is one entity allowed to charge one price, according to CNN/Money. But the ruling was overturned by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco in June 2004. Texaco and Shell, two of the nations biggest oil companies, appealed to the Supreme Court.
CNN/Money reported that the high court must decide if a joint venture can set prices as one corporate entity or if the two companies, Texaco and Shell, which each market gasoline products through the joint venture, must offer their gas station owners different prices to create a more competitive market.
Jeffrey Lamken at the law firm Baker Botts told CNN/Money that if the Supreme Court were to maintain the appellate court's ruling, it would change the fundamental nature of joint ventures.
"These two companies have a joint venture for processing and distribution of refined petroleum and while they agreed not to compete with each other, they still compete with other companies," he said in the CNN/Money report.
If the high court decides that even within a joint venture, two companies would have to set competing prices, the joint venture system would probably collapse, resulting in a rash of mergers and spin-offs, CNN/Money reported.
The FTC should not stick its nose into a lawsuit for their opinion. I hope the courts can see the partiality of the FTC!    

When competitors agreed not to compete with each other, that’s price fixing. To create a company to manage the two oil company’s joint venture is clouding the issue of price fixing. A federal district court in California originally threw out the case against the oil companies, saying that the venture, called Equilon, is one entity allowed to charge one price, but the ruling was overturned by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco in June 2004. The oil companies are masters of deceit.
The FTC also should stay out of federal and state legislation. One of their duties is to protect the consumer and small businesses from large corporations and not interfere on their behalf.  
State investigators offering deals?

It’s very disturbing to hear that state investigators deemed legal the process of being able to offer a “deal” to some gas-stations who have a gasoline price gouging complaint against them.  This deal is an option to pay a small fine without admitting guilt to have the investigation closed. Those investigators did not consider the increased cost for accepting credit cards or any other factors. They just wanted to know your retail price and your wholesale cost on a given day and what is your retail price and cost now. That clearly lacks consideration for increased business expenses. They let you choose this option without admission of guilt or concern for your innocence. 

N.Y. legislation would allow stations to raise prices once a day 

State Sen. Carl Marcellino says he'd heard the anecdote one too many times during the run-up of gasoline prices: a station raising its prices two or three times in one day.
"That's not free enterprise," said Marcellino, R-Nassau County. "There (are) not three or four deliveries in a day at gas stations. At most, it's once every three days. They're not lacking supply. Yet they're jacking up prices three times a day. It makes no sense."
Marcellino has sponsored a bill that would prohibit gas stations from raising prices more than once in a 24-hour period. The state Senate passed the measure earlier this month, 56-3 - one senator objected because she said gas stations indeed sometimes get more than one tank delivery in a day. It's also drawn sharp opposition from an alliance of convenience stores that claim it's foolish to handcuff gas retailers but not wholesalers.

A touch of competition as finished motor fuel from Europe arrived in the U.S. 
The so called experts were wrong again when they predicted record prices! Competition at the wholesale level does not exist due to mergers of oil companies. When gasoline and diesel fuel from Europe arrived in the U.S., competition took over the marketplace and gasoline price came down! When competitors become partners monopoly begins.
Big oil playing game with gasoline prices 
Oct. 14 2005: Printed from (Morning Sentinel online)
Gasoline prices have risen to all-time record levels in this country. The only reason for this is so big oil companies can take your hard-earned cash and put it in their pockets. Rising almost 300 percent, gasoline has become a political game with our politicians. 
Remember, every major oil company has lobbyists who make donations to our government leaders for one purpose: to look the other way. 

Has anyone but me ever wondered why prices of gas are skyrocketing while the prices on plastic goods made in this country and around the world have literally stayed the same? The truth is that plastic products are made from petroleum, the same petroleum you use in your vehicle every day. Go to your local department store and see for yourself. Plastic toys, televisions, computers and other things made with plastic have not gone up at all. Go down to your local car dealership and look at the prices for an automobile. I will guess that plastic makes up about 30 percent to 40 percent on a new vehicle, yet the prices have stayed pretty much level. 

The reason is pure and simple greed by big oil, politicians with their hands and pockets wide open, and the lobbyists who make it all possible. Do you see the government addressing this issue at all? 

Mark Pantermoller 

Fairfield pant101@verizon.net

Debit and Credit card hold when you purchase gasoline
Banks and oil companies are putting a hold on your bank account of $75 to $100 when you purchase gasoline using your debit or credit card. The hold is released after a few days and the law said it’s legal. 

While the retailer is responsible for the amount of the hold, the bank issuing the debit/check card is responsible for the length (2 or 3 days) of the hold. The consumer should contact their bank for answers.
Fighting Back

The public is fighting back against the high prices of gasoline and taking action, mass-transit has increased in some areas as high as 22%, car-pooling is getting popular, cutting back on driving, trading in their poor gas-mileage vehicles etc. 

Some of the newest public transit users are advising drivers that once they get past the nervous and apprehensive feelings of taking that first bus ride, the experience turns out better than first thought. 
If Americans used public transportation at the same rate as Europeans (10%) for their daily travel needs, the U.S. would reduce its dependence on imported oil by more than 40%, or nearly the amount of oil the U.S. imports from Saudi Arabia each year, according to a study commissioned by American Public Transportation Association called "Conserving Energy and Preserving the Environment: The Role of Public Transportation."

Consumer Price Index Hits 25-Year High 
WASHINGTON -- U.S. consumer prices shot up an unexpected high 1.2 percent last month, the biggest gain in more than 25 years, as hurricanes Katrina and Rita led to the biggest energy-price surge on record, a government report showed on 10-14-05.

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provide national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
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INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
For the lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease.

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE

Office: (888) 248-1013 * (407) 324-5422 *  Fax: (407) 324-9856

E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
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                                Almost every retail business receives bad checks: 
CollectAChek is a NSF check recovery company that collects face value of check and charges owner of the check cost for recovery. The business receives full amount of check. For more information, Contact Frank Straughn @ (877) 874-9791 or e-mail fstraughn@collectachek.com
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact:

Cindy Winternitz 800-575-1816 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for six out of the last seven years. 


Battle Over Eminent Domain 
Residents trying to hang onto their homes in a working-class neighborhood of New London, Conn., are waging a battle in the Supreme Court over their city government's attempt to seize property for private economic development. Susette Kelo and several other homeowners filed a lawsuit after city officials announced plans to bulldoze their residences to clear the way for a riverfront hotel, health club and offices. The residents refused to move, arguing it was an unconstitutional taking of their property.
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INSURANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

The last minute policy renewal quote: 

By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs and a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. 

Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899 (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700 

For Group Health Insurance: Contact Mark Carelli @ 1-800-243-6899 ext. 4175 for information.  
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S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-6933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-330-3011 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 
Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 2921, Sanford, FL, 32772

[image: image7.png]


                                                   Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________




             City______________________State_________________________Zip______________ 

When the Government Wants Your Property You Have Rights

But You May Also Have Obligations:
You receive a letter from a governing entity (state, county, city, etc.) saying your property, or part of it, is needed for the improvement or widening of Main Street, Anytown, Florida. In a state growing at an exponential rate with, seemingly, every other road under construction, this is becoming a common occurrence. The purpose of this article is to present an outline of the process involved when the government uses its power. This process is often referred to as condemnation and owners and businesses have rights provided under Florida law. 

For full information, Contact:

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.



Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401   
For complete information go to www.floridaeminentdomainlawyer.com
or contact  toll free 866-452-9400

Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures:
Free Confidential U.S. Immigration & Naturalization procedures and information that is provided by a U.S. Congress approved person  
Any member in good standing of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida qualifies for this benefit.

For more information, contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida office at 407-774-9700.

*****FOR SALE*****

Gas Station Including Land

New environmentally approved tanks/veeder-root/major brand busy road-approx. 39,000 cars a day great location with land Asking 1,100,000 Plantation, Florida; Call 561 495 1373.
Gasoline Retailers Association Welcomes All New Members
JOIN TODAY

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

**CLASSIFIED**
Grogan Realty Co.

Specializing in Gasoline stations & 

Commercial property financing available
(904) 737-3493 

Fax (904) 731-0025

Meadowbrook Insurance Group
Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program

Paid dividends 5 of 6 years)

Contact Cindy Winternitz

(800) 575-1816

Collect A Chek

NSF Check Recovery

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

Contact: Frank Straughn

Toll Free: 1-877-874-9791
fstraughn@collectachek.com
Insurance Office of America

1855 W.S.R. 434  
Longwood, FL 32750

Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability
Underground Storage Tank Insurance
Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc
201 Park Place Suite # 300

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701

(407)332-8311

RPM inc.

Receipts-Printing-Marketing

1536 Bonair St.

Clearwater, FL 33755

1-800-398-0987

Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899

GASOLINE SUPPIERS

Hamid Ghannad

United Oil Co. Inc.

5012 E. Broadway

Tampa, FL  33619

(813) 241-4610

Bill McKnight

Automated Petroleum & Energy Co.

P.O. Box 1110

Brandon, FL  33509

(813) 681-4279

Tim Loggins

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.

P.O. Box 59

Waycross, Georgia 32502 

(912)-283-5951

Lost your lender

No wonder: With all the mergers, acquisitions and closings, your lender is probably lost too.

We specialize in extending competitive rates on financing from $75,000 to $5,000,000 through SBA and USDA guaranteed loans.

GOLETA NATIONAL BANK

A Community West Company

Contact John Grogan Business Development Officer

                   Office 904-731-9020 fax 904-731-0025 cell 904-571-6564 E-Mail jgrogan@attbi.com
GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA
WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS
MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS

Nymex Crude Oil Prices  


10-3 65.47
10-11
63.53
10-19
62.41
10-27
61.09


10-4 63.90
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64.12
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10-5 62.79
10-13
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10-6 61.36
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10-7 61.84
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10-10
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"We don't stop playing because we grow old; we grow old because we stop playing."
George Bernard Shaw, 1856 – 1950

"It is well to give when asked but it is better to give unasked, through understanding."
Kahlil Gibran, 'On Giving,' The Prophet, 1923

"Don't throw the old bucket until you know whether the new one holds
water."
Swedish proverb                                                                                                                                 
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