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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation dividend program, casualty, property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

 VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE

INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFITS

http://www.flagas.com
URGENT NEWS ALERT:
Attorney General Urges Repeal Of Below Cost FL Statute MFMPA of FL:
Tallahassee – Attorney General Charlie Crist today announced a legislative proposal designed to enhance competition in the area of Florida gasoline prices. In a letter to Senate President Jim King and House Speaker Johnnie Byrd, Crist urged the Legislature to repeal a law that regulates "below cost" fuel prices. 
The Motor Fuel Marketing Prices Act was passed in 1985 with the intent of addressing concerns that large retailers would sell gasoline at prices low enough to drive smaller competitors from the marketplace. The law was designed to promote competition by mandating a fixed level "below cost" under which retailers may not sell gasoline. The law has not had the desired effect of promoting price competition.
"Consumers' interests are not being protected; instead, they are now paying record fuel prices," said Crist. "The best way to maintain competitive prices is to create a competitive marketplace. While we have much to do to bring relief to Florida's consumers, this is just one step that we can take to accomplish that goal."
The letter stated that a mechanism exists to protect consumers should the Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act be repealed.
"The antitrust laws already exist to ensure that any predatory pricing conduct on the part of a gasoline retailer will be redressed," wrote Crist. "The antitrust laws are in effect to protect competition (and therefore consumers) and this office has been, and will continue to be, vigilant in enforcing them." 
If the Attorney General was serious about lowering high gasoline prices, he should introduce ‘Divorcement and Open Supply legislation’ and create competition at the wholesale level and the consumer will benefit with lower gasoline prices.

Phone, e-mail, fax, write, your opposition to A G Charlie Crist letter to your elected state Representative and Senator.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida has a telephone and address list of state Representatives and Senators
Attorney General Charlie Crist office tel # 1-850-3300.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Last month, we asked you to e-mail, write, fax, phone the Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services (DOACS) Division of Standards to enforce the Below Cost Law of Florida. Many retailers have answered that call, but many more letters etc. are needed.  Making a difference will take you only a few minutes.
The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida has recommended that DOACS change the complaint form to a simple one like Maryland’s below cost complaint form that we supplied to them.
Today more than ever, we need you to inform our elected officials that without MFMPA (Below Cost), the consumer will pay a higher price for gasoline when competition is eliminated with predatory pricing to drive the independents out of business.
‘Divorcement and Open Supply legislation’ will create competition at the wholesale level and the consumer will benefit with lower gasoline prices.

Jury Finds for Alaska Marketer
Chevron backed out on deal
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ANCHORAGE, Alaska -- An Anchorage, Alaska, jury awarded local businessman Acey Fuller $250,000, saying Chevron.
USA Inc. did not abide by a deal it made with Fuller to sell him a gas station, reported the Anchorage Daily News. 
Chevron was disappointed in the verdict and will ask the judge to overturn it, spokesperson Marielle Boortz told the newspaper.
Fuller said he profitably operated the Chevron station for about five years. Chevron said it offered him the option to run a nearby station instead. He said he agreed in 1999 because that offer included the option to buy the station. “That sweetened the deal for me,” Fuller said. 
But, she said, after Fuller took over the station, where he planned to add a convenience store and car wash, Chevron said it could no longer sell because it had merged with Texaco and its assets were frozen. “That was a half-truth,” Tinglum Friedman said.
Fuller’s lawyers decided to pursue a fraud case against Chevron, maintaining that Fuller acted based on Chevron’s word, and was then unnecessarily left hanging, said the report. They asked for $1.7 million in damages, the amount an economist figured Fuller would have made if he had stayed with the station for another 15 years until he retired.
The jury agreed with Fuller’s claim of “intentional misrepresentation” by Chevron and awarded him $250,000, but declined to award any punitive damages, the report said.
Tinglum Friedman said she figures one reason Fuller did not win punitive damages is because Chevron shut down the station last November, so she could not point to a pile of profits and ask, “Shouldn’t Acey Fuller get some, or all, of this money?”
Internal Chevron documents show the San Ramon, Calif.-based oil company put in new pumps after Fuller left, and profits jumped in 2001, said Tinglum Friedman. The next year, profits fell, but still were about double what Fuller had been making there, she said. She added that Chevron did not supply documents on the station’s performance last year.
Boortz said the company does not comment on business decisions, such as why it shut down the station three months ago.
Fuller did not renew his lease with Chevron, but bought the land at the other site. “They took down their property, and I’m building a car wash,” Fuller said.

The motto of this story is you can not trust anything the Oil Companies say. All dealings should be in writing and signed by both parties.
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Senator Charles Schumer seeks relief 

Senator seeks relief for state from expected summer price hikes

WASHINGTON -- Citing predictions of sharp increases in gasoline prices this summer, Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) is pressuring the federal government to exempt his state from certain clean air requirements that are making gasoline more expensive, reported Newsday. Schumer urged the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to grant a request made for a waiver of the requirement to add oxygenating chemicals to gasoline, such as ethanol, to make it burn cleaner.

“Prices at the pump have already gotten out of control and will get much higher unless something is done to rein them in,” New York’s senior senator said in a statement.

Something can be done if congress passes ‘Divorcement and open Supply’ to keep gasoline in check. 

There isn’t any competition at the wholesale level and with ‘Divorcement and open Supply’, the Oil Companies will have to compete and the consumer will benefit.
Effective Jan. 1, New York banned the use of the oxygenate methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) because of concerns about groundwater pollution. Ethanol is being added as a substitute, but that process is more costly, said the report.

EPA spokesperson John Millett said New York’s exemption request is under review, but that it is complicated by federal clean air regulations. 
According to EIA and others, the season’s trend of tight supply and increasing prices will likely continue well into spring due to several factors, including: 
· Crude oil prices are now in the $38/barrel level 

· OPEC has cut production by 9 percent. 
· Inventories of crude oil and refined products are at historically lower levels than normal. 

· Demand has steadily increased and is expected to continue to do so as weather warms. 

· Refineries have a heavier than normal maintenance schedule for the first quarter of 2004, which is expected to cause a refining capacity to decline 6 percent this quarter (normal first quarter decline for maintenance is about 2.6 percent). 

· Refineries are beginning to produce the new low sulfur gasoline and are also planning to shift production for summer grade gasoline in the coming weeks. 

The U.S. refining industry will continue to struggle to expand refining capacity. With 150 refineries having closed in the last 15 years, the current infrastructure is under tremendous demand and a regional shortage can have national impact. 
Boxer Calls On Federal Trade Commission To Investigate Sharp Rise In California Gasoline Prices
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Washington, D.C. Citing concern for California families who are burdened by high gasoline prices, U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) today called on the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to investigate the sharp rise in California gasoline prices for possible market manipulation. Gasoline prices at the pumps recently hit record levels in California, as they have in other parts of the nation.
In a letter to FTC Chairman Timothy Muris, Boxer stated that California gas prices have increased 16.1 cents in a week, compared to 4 cents nationally, and she is suspicious of manipulation because two oil refineries have been unexpectedly shut down.
Boxer wrote, "This is reminiscent of California's electricity crisis when generators took their plants off-line unexpectedly. We now know that these generators were holding back electricity to artificially increase the price... Given the urgency of this crisis, I call on you to investigate the high and rising gasoline prices immediately." 

Boxer is the author of legislation that would require the FTC to automatically investigate the gasoline market for manipulation anytime average gasoline prices increase in any state by 20% in a period of 3 months or less and remain at that level for seven days or more. 
This is not the first time that Senator Boxer has called for an investigation.
The FTC is very slow when investigating for high gasoline prices and very, very fast to send letters in opposition to states that are trying to pass Below Cost legislation. 
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 HIGHER GASOLINE PRICES LIKELY TO REMAIN

An article featured in the Wall Street Journal reported that high gas prices were likely to remain well into the early summer months. Already high gasoline prices are moving toward record levels, reflecting higher crude oil prices, strong demand and refiners’ move to switch to summer-month blends and perform routine maintenance. Above normal level of maintenance activity at refineries preparing to meet new stringent lower-emissions summer gasoline requirements are a contributing factor. 
Gasoline market observers say gas prices are likely to continue to rise through May. There is potential for a national average of $1.90 to $2 a gallon in late spring to the early summer months. Some places are already nearing those high prices. California is at $2.11 per gallon of unleaded regular while New York is at $1.83. Philip Verleger, an energy analyst and visiting fellow at the Institute for International Economics, predicted that average pump prices could reach $2.50 a gallon in California this summer. Unexpected supply disruptions such as the accident on the Mississippi River and Gulf of Mexico caused a shortage of supply in Florida that resulted in price spikes. 
Retail gasoline surged more than 25 cents per gallon this winter from $1.475 per gallon on Dec. 1 to about $1.73 per gallon recently, (as of 3-29-04 national gasoline prices rose to $1.80 per gal) but wholesale and spot gasoline prices surged more than 50 cents per gallon in some instances. The big winners: pure refiners like Premcor (PCO), Sun, Tesoro, Valero, BP, ExxonMobil, Shell, Chevron and ConocoPhillips.
Convenience retailers who do not produce their own fuel, on the other hand  like Couche-Tard, 7-Eleven, The Pantry, Casey's, Wawa, Sheetz, Maverik and independents  watched as wholesale gains outstripped retail increases in virtually all markets across the country. Gross retail gasoline profit margins plunged by more than 37 percent in the December-to-February period, falling approximately from 16cents per gallon to just 10cents per gallon nationally. That figure doesn't factor in overhead, credit-card processing fees and other costs.

Credit card fees increase when prices are high as credit card use increases. 
                                             Gasoline Tight But Not Jeopardized 
NEW YORK -- While motorists can expect to see higher prices in the next few weeks due to projected gasoline shortages, distributors maintain that pumps will not run dry, though higher prices are inevitable, reported several news sources.
High crude oil prices, low inventories due to the switch from winter gasoline blends to summer blends, the weak U.S. dollar and OPEC's recent decision not to increase crude oil production have the government and energy experts increasingly nervous that some places in the U.S. will run out of gas temporarily.
 Every year there's always the possibility, whether a pipeline ruptures or a refinery goes down or barge explodes. There's always something to curtail production and cause short-term shortages. Seldom does a situation arise where we have an actual physical shortage of product. Any reasonable company would prepare for breakdowns, interruptions, changeovers, etc. with the history of the oil industry.
**********************************************************************************************************************************************************
Reprint from October 2003 Newsletter

Florida’s AG Charlie Crist to seek gasOLINE price inquiry

The recent spike in gasoline prices at the pumps around the state has prompted Florida Attorney General Charlie Crist once again to ask a federal agency for help in finding the cause of the price increases. 

Crist wrote to Secretary of Energy Spencer Abraham asking that he require oil companies to provide a much better explanation for these recent price hikes.  Abraham is strongly considering a probe into the matter.

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida predicted!

The gasoline price spikes of today will dwarf compare to the gasoline price spikes of tomorrow!!!
*************************************************************************************************
                       Senator Ron Wyden calls for immediate action on gas spikes
WASHINGTON -- Citing a coming “perfect storm” in gasoline markets that will push prices past current near-record highs, U.S. Senator Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) on Monday called for immediate action by Congress on the Gasoline Free Market Competition Act (S. 1737), his legislation pushing the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to protect American consumers from anti-competitive practices at the pump. 

Wyden cited the FTC’s inaction to stop gas price spikes, Shell Oil’s planned closure of a 70,000-barrel-per-day refinery in Bakersfield, Calif., and OPEC’s planned cuts in production as contributing factors to the ongoing price increases that are “shellacking” consumers.
He also called on FTC Chairman Tim Muris to either support the Wyden legislation for passage or offer the FTC’s own plan to stem rising gasoline costs. 

Shell Oil officials have contended to Wyden’s office that an FTC order reducing Shell’s access to a certain type of crude oil is forcing the planned shutdown, added a report by the Bend (Ore.) Bugle.

Wyden, who—as reported in CSP Daily News—first asked Muris last month in a letter to look into the Bakersfield refinery shutdown, has to date received no answer. In a second letter to Muris Tuesday, Wyden urged the FTC to review not only the merger that resulted in Shell’s purchase of the Bakersfield refinery, but also to review FTC orders made at that time.

CREDIT CARD FRAUD

The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services held a meeting on February 26th here in Tallahassee addressing the explosion in credit card fraud particularly in South Florida. We learned about a new criminal effort that involves a device placed inside the dispenser that captures data off the card reader. It is suggest that the gasoline stations you operate, regularly check each dispenser for a device that appears out of place every day. This should be done at all facilities statewide. It also can be done when putting in new paper for the receipt printer or as part of a regular maintenance routine. If you, your employees, or your customers find a device please do not touch it, but simply close the 
dispenser and notify the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) or if you are in a large city the U.S. Secret Service office closest to you. They will investigate your concern and view your finding as you first found it. 
Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

[image: image9.png]


The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance dividend program.

Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.  Although dividends can’t be guaranteed, participating Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida members have received dividends (average 15%) on paid premiums four out of the last five years!

For more Information contact:

Carl Schmachtenberger   800-993-7840 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
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NEW BENEFIT

Almost every retail business receives bad checks: 

CollectAChek is a NSF check recovery company that collects face value of check and charges owner of the check cost for recovery. The business receives full amount of check. For more information, Contact Frank Straughn @ (877) 874-9791 or e-mail fstraughn@collectachek.com
When the Government Wants Your Property You Have Rights

But You May Also Have Obligations:
You receive a letter from a governing entity (state, county, city, etc.) saying your property, or part of it, is needed for the improvement or widening of Main Street, Anytown, Florida. In a state growing at an exponential rate with, 

seemingly, every other road under construction, this is becoming a common occurrence. The purpose of this article is to present an outline of the process involved when the government uses its power. This process is often referred to as condemnation and owners and businesses have rights provided under Florida law. 

For full information, Contact:
Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401
(561) 242-9400 Telephone (561) 478-2433 Facsimile or www.flagas.com Bulletin Board
INSURANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

The last minute policy renewal quote: 
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By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs with a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. 

Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899 (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700 

For Group Health Insurance: 
Contact Dan Ricker @ 1-888-269-6019 x 2520 for information.

[image: image12.wmf]
S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-6933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as  

Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.
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Please make checks payable to and mail to

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 2921, Sanford, FL, 32772

$10_____ $15_____     Name__________________________________Telephone______________________________

$20_____ $50_____
Address______________________________________________________________________

City______________________State_________________________Zip_____________
*****FOR SALE*****

GAS STATION INCLUDING LAND
New environmentally approved tanks/veeder-root/major brand

busy road-approx. 39,000 cars a day great location with land Asking 925,000 
Plantation Florida                Call 561 495 1373

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

                                                              **CLASSIFIED**
Grogan Realty Co. 
Specializing in Gasoline stations & 

Commercial property financing available
 (904) 737-3493 Fax (904) 731-0025


Insurance Office of America 
150 Westmonte Drive 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-7933 
Underground Storage Tank Insurance 
Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability 
Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899 

Meadowbrook Insurance Group 

Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program

(Paid dividends 4 of 5 years) 
Contact Carl Schmachtenberger

(800) 993-7840 (941) 627-6644

Collect A Chek

P.O. Box 960

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

NSF Check Recovery 

Contact: Frank Straughn 

Toll Free: 1-877-874-9791 

fstraughn@collectachek.com
MAI Appraisal

(407)-772-2200 x 314

Steven L. Marshall MAI, SRA  

Clayton, Roper & Marshall, Inc.              

246 N. Westmonte Drive

Altamonte Springs, FL  32714   
Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc.

201 Park Place  Suite #300

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701

(407) 332-8311

GASOLINE SUPPIERS

Hamid Ghannad

United Oil Co. Inc.

5012 E. Broadway

Tampa, FL  33619

(813) 241-4610

Bill McKnight

Automated Petroleum & Energy Co.

P.O. Box 1110

Brandon, FL  33509

(813) 681-4279

Tim Loggins

Lewis & Raulerson Inc

P O Box 59

Waycross, Georgia 32502

(912) 283-5951

Florida Contact Art McKee

(352) 408-5710

LOST YOUR LENDER?
No wonder: With all the mergers, acquisitions and closings, your lender is probably lost too.

We specialize in extending competitive rates on financing from $75,000 to $5,000,000 through SBA and USDA guaranteed loans.

GOLETA NATIONAL BANK

                                             A Community West Company

Contact John Grogan Business Development Officer

                                   Office 904-731-9020  fax 904-731-0025  cell 904-571-6564  E-Mail  jgrogan@attbi.com
************* ExxonMobil loses appeal of $1.3 billion jury verdict *************
March 17, 2004
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An appeals court rules against ExxonMobil in the firm's appeal to reverse a $1.3 billion jury award in a case that charged the oil giant with defrauding its gas station dealers.
A federal court has rejected ExxonMobil's appeal of a $1.3 billion jury verdict in a 13-year-old case brought by gas station dealers who said the oil giant cheated them out of a promised discount on their fuel supplies.

If ExxonMobil does not pursue the case to the U.S. Supreme Court, the ruling means the Fairfax, Va.-based company must pay about $130,000 each to dealers who ran stations between 1983 and 1994 in 34 states, including Florida, the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta ruled on Monday.

''We're evaluating our options,'' said Exxon spokeswoman Prem Nair. ``We're naturally very disappointed with the court's decision. Exxon operated in good faith and met all our obligations to customers and dealers.''

Miami attorney Eugene Stearns, who represented the dealers in the class-action suit, estimated that some 10,000 dealers are eligible for the compensation. So far, some 2,800 have filed claims. The deadline for filing claims is Aug. 29.

'We'll be working hard to get the dealers' money returned to them, with interest, as soon as possible,'' Stearns said. ``Exxon's bad faith caused much hardship to Exxon dealers and their families.''

The case stems from Exxon's ''discount for cash'' program, which started in August 1982.

Under the program, Exxon charged dealers a 3 percent fee for processing credit-card transactions. To offset the increased cost, the company said dealers would receive a discount on the fuel they bought.

The dealers said they never received the discount and that Exxon lied to them.

Consumer groups demand probe
Consumer groups have demanded a government probe into possible anti-competitive behavior by major oil refiners. The industry blames high prices on air pollution regulations that require them to make cleaner, specialized products for certain metropolitan markets that are not widely usable. 

Public Citizen, a consumer advocacy group, said federal investigators should take a look at oil companies' pricing practices. 

"Consumers should not tolerate claims that this is just supply and demand at work and a result of the new reformulated blends," said Tyson Slocum, a Public Citizen spokesman. 

Sen. Barbara Boxer, a California Democrat, asked the Federal Trade Commission last month to investigate whether a recent spike in California gasoline prices was caused by oil companies shutting facilities to drive up prices. 

Oil companies refute any suggestion of manipulation.
GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA

WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS




$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














