PAGE  
2

[image: image1.emf][image: image2.png]UNOCAL®




214 Stevenage Drive                                                                                                                     (407) 774-9700   
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December 2003    
                       NEWSLETTER     LIII Edition
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation dividend program, casualty, property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 
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[image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf][image: image18.wmf]Any eligible businessman or woman, who joins, and participates in on-going programs, will find that his/her savings in overhead costs will more than justify the dues that each member pays.
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LIFELINE OF THE GASOLINE INDUSTRY
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THE INDEPENDENT GASOLINE DEALER

VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFITS

http://www.flagas.com
Disclaimer: Comments, articles, and data we provide are based on information we deem to be accurate and reliable. However we cannot guarantee, nor do we accept responsibility, for the accuracy of this information.

*JOIN THE GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA*

MANY MEMBER BENEFIT PROGRAMS
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This month will be very busy with the holiday spirit.  As a business serving the public, many tourists will be traveling to and from their destination by car during the holiday season.  It’s important to be in the holiday spirit as employees and employers.  We are a vital part of the traveling public.

Christmas and New Year are the most popular holidays of the year.

FOR LUCK IN THE NEW YEAR

Traditionally, it was thought that one could affect the luck they would have throughout the coming year by what they did or ate on the first day of the year. For that reason, it has become common for folks to celebrate the first few minutes of a brand new year in the company of family and friends. Parties often last into the middle of the night after the ringing in of a New Year. It was once believed that the first visitor on New Year's Day would bring either good luck or bad luck the rest of the year. It was particularly lucky if that visitor happened to be a tall dark-haired man (also short bald man).

Major Oil Companies outrageous profits are not questioned its called market conditions. Independent Gasoline Stations profits are questioned and its called price gouging!!!

Largest quarterly profit since the merger, second highest ever, Highest in Two Years, Profit tripled are recorded by major oil companies.
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                                                     High Pump Prices Boost ChevronTexaco Profit
NOVEMBER, 2003 -- SAN RAMON, Calif. -- The summer's spike in oil and gasoline prices helped generate ChevronTexaco Corp.'s largest quarterly profit since the merger than formed the company two years ago, according to Associated Press reports.
The company earned $1.98 billion, or $2.02 per share in its third quarter, in contrast to a loss of $904 million, or 85 cents a share, at the same time last year, the news reports stated.
ChevronTexaco chairman David O'Reilly said the strong performance was due mainly to higher prices for oil and gasoline during the summer, the news source reported.
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ExxonMobil Third Quarter second highest ever!!!
Cites “significant” downstream improvement
IRVING, Texas -- For Exxon Mobil Corp.’s third-quarter 2003, net income was $3.65 billion, 55 cents per share, an increase of $1.01 billion from third-quarter 2002. Excluding merger effects, discontinued operations and special items, earnings increased $721 million from third quarter 2002. Revenue for third-quarter 2003 totaled $59.841 billion compared with $54.098 billion in 2002.

“Third-quarter earnings were the second highest ever for this quarter and increased by 38% versus last year due to significant improvement in the downstream,” said ExxonMobil’s Chairman Lee R. Raymond. “Downstream earnings were $911 million, an increase of $786 million from last year’s third quarter reflecting improved industrywide conditions.” 

The Oil Companies continue to make enormous profits while the independent gasoline stations suffer.
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           Sunoco Earnings Highest in Two Years !
Higher retail margins, Speedway deal help:
PHILADELPHIA -- Sunoco Inc. said increased gasoline demand and higher earnings from its chemicals business contributed to its highest quarterly earnings in more than two years. Sunoco reported net income of $109 million, or $1.40 per share, for the three months ended Sept. 30, compared with a net loss of $10 million, or 13 cents per share, in third-quarter 2002. Revenues increased to $4.59 billion from $3.81 billion in the year-earlier quarter, the company said.

Retail Marketing earned $20 million in third quarter 2003 versus $7 million in third quarter 2002. The increase in earnings was due largely to higher retail gasoline margins.
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Marathon Profit tripled on Strong Prices
Downstream earnings more than tripled:
HOUSTON -- Marathon Oil Corp. said third-quarter profit more than tripled due to higher oil and natural gas prices and strong results from its refining and marketing business. 

The Houston-based company reported net income of $281 million, or 90 cents a share, up from $87 million, or 28 cents, in the year-ago quarter. Operating results in the year-ago period were $149 million, or 48 cents a share, excluding one-time items. Marathon’s quarterly revenue rose 22% to $10.3 billion from the year-ago period, driven by higher crude oil.

The gasoline price spikes has made a nice big fat profit for the Oil Companies while the Independent gasoline stations suffered.

Oil prices have remained historically high this year due to the U.S. invasion of Iraq, disruptions in Venezuela and Nigeria and tight inventories. Compared with last year, benchmark crude prices have increased about 6.5% while U.S. gas prices surged by about 30%. 

Hess, ConocoPhillips Posts Profit

NEW YORK -- Amerada Hess Corp. reported net income of $146 million for third quarter 2003 compared with a net loss of $136 million for third quarter 2002. Net income was $574 million in the first nine months of 2003 compared with $153 million in the corresponding period of 2002.

HOUSTON -- No. 3 U.S. oil company ConocoPhillips on Wednesday reported a third-quarter profit, compared with a net loss a year before, powered by higher oil and gas prices and improved refining margins, said Reuters. 

The Houston-based company reported net income of $1.31 billion, or $1.90 a share. For the year-earlier period, the company posted a net loss of $116 million, or 24 cents per share

       Consumers in New York, Connecticut Warned of Potential Gas Price Spikes


NEW YORK -- A new report by the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) warns that gasoline prices in New York and Connecticut could surge 40 cents a gallon after a January 1, 2004, ban of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) takes effect.

Effective January 1, 2004, under laws passed several years ago by the state legislatures, all motor fuel sold in New York and Connecticut must be virtually free of MTBE, a synthetic chemical which is added to gasoline as an oxygenate in order to meet air-quality standards. MTBE-blended gasoline already has been banished in most of California and several other states. 

EIA's 35-page report notes that, "If the price impacts seen during major fuel transitions in California and Chicago /Milwaukee are any indication, price spikes as large as 30-40 cents a gallon could occur" once the ban takes effect. 

When the Major Oil Companies spikes the wholesale price of gasoline, it’s called market conditions and when a retail gasoline station passes on the wholesale gasoline price increase, it’s called price gouging without an investigation or documentation. 

                          FTC Warns Consumers about Potential Charity Scams
The Federal Trade Commission is urging consumers to be cautious of potential charity scams in connection with the devastating California wildfires. Scam artists may take advantage of this situation by creating bogus fund-raising operations. The FTC has issued a Consumer Alert, the “FTC Charity Checklist,” which lists precautions consumers should take when donating to charities. The alert, available at, www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/misc/charitycheck.htm, advises consumers to be wary of appeals that tug at your heart strings, especially pleas involving current events. If you are asked to contribute to a charity, the FTC recommends that you: 

· Ask for the name of the charity if the telemarketer does not provide it promptly;

· Ask what percentage of your donation will support the cause described in the solicitation;

· Verify that the charity has authorized the solicitation;

· Do not provide any credit card or bank information until you have reviewed all information from the charity and made the decision to donate;

· Ask for a receipt showing the amount of the contribution and stating that it is tax deductible; and

· Avoid cash gifts. For security and tax record purposes, it’s best to pay by check – made payable to the beneficiary, not the solicitor. 

                   Counterfeit 20-DOLLAR bill Concerns 
BROCKTON, Mass -- The government is circulating new $20 bills that are supposed to discourage counterfeiting. But some phony ones have already turned up in one Massachusetts city.
Brockton police say counterfeit versions of the redesigned bills were passed at a convenience store and restaurant last week. The Brockton Enterprise reports that fake 20's also turned up among cafeteria receipts at an area high school.


The new bills contain splashes of peach, blue and yellow. They also have other features that are supposed to make them harder to copy, including a security thread and a watermark image of President Andrew Jackson.
The counterfeit bills found in Brockton lacked the security thread and watermark, but a detective says they were otherwise very convincing.

 S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole

Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-6933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as  

Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse is looking for someone to donate a van so that the women and children can meet their daily needs, including trips to the doctor’s office, seeking employment opportunities, and getting re-established in the community. If you have a van to donate, please contact Jeanne Gold, Executive Director, at 407-302-5220.
Please make checks payable to and mail to

Safehouse of Seminole P.O.Box 2921, Sanford, FL, 32772


$10_____ $15_____     Name__________________________________Telephone______________________________

$20_____ $50_____
Address______________________________________________________________________

$100____ other_____  City, State, Zip_________________________________________________________________

When the Government Wants Your Property You Have Rights

But You May Also Have Obligations:
You receive a letter from a governing entity (state, county, city, etc.) saying your property, or part of it, is needed for the improvement or widening of Main Street, Anytown, Florida. In a state growing at an exponential rate with, seemingly, every other road under construction, this is becoming a common occurrence. The purpose of this article is to present an outline of the process involved when the government uses its power, called the power of eminent domain, to involuntarily acquire or "take" property. This process is often referred to as condemnation and owners and businesses have rights provided under Florida law. However, businesses also have significant obligations which, if not fulfilled, can lead to a waiver of the potential to make a claim for business damages.

Prerequisites to Taking/Quick Taking Under the Florida Constitution, the government, or "condemning authority" or "condemnor," can only take property for a public purpose and can only take the quantity and quality of property that is reasonably necessary for that purpose. Under our system of checks and balances, the judicial branch makes the ultimate determination as to whether the acquisition is for a public purpose and whether the amount of property sought to be acquired is reasonable. The government is given significant, but not absolute, discretion over the quantity and quality of property to be acquired.


For full information, Contact:
Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401
(561) 242-9400 Telephone
(561) 478-2433 Facsimile or www.flagas.com Bulletin Board
Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance dividend program.

Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.  Although dividends can’t be guaranteed, participating Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida members have received dividends on paid premiums for four of five years!

For more Information contact:

Carl Schmachtenberger   800-993-7840.

You must be a member of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida to qualify for dividends from the Meadowbrook Workers Compensation Insurance Dividend Program. Take advantage of money saving dividend program.

INSURANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

The last minute policy renewal quote: 

By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.


Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs with a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. 

Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899  (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700 

For Group Health Insurance: 
Contact Dan Ricker @ 1-888-269-6019 x 2520 for information.

NEW BENEFIT

Almost every retail business receives bad checks: 

CollectAChek is a NSF check recovery company that collects face value of check and charges owner of the check cost for recovery. The business receives full amount of check. For more information, Contact Frank Straughn @ (877) 874-9791 or e-mail fstraughn@collectachek.com
                                             Publix Plans Fuel-Focused C-stores 


LAKELAND, Fla. -- Publix Super Markets is building two more Pix convenience stores -- in Casselberry and Spring Hill, Fla. -- as a test to see whether stores that primarily offer fuel can be successful, according to a report in The (Lakeland, Fla.) Ledger. 
The Pix stores will be built where Publix grocery stores already are located, said spokesman Lee Brunson, according to the newspaper. They will offer gasoline and such items as cigarettes, ice cream, candy, gum, chips and snacks, he said. "The other Pix are convenience stores," Brunson said. "These are fuel sites. We're trying to look at them; it's a test program," the The Ledger reported. 
Publix Super Markets has opened four Pix stores in the past few years in the Lakeland area. The first opened July 2001 in Lakeland. The Polk County stores occupy 1,200 square feet in a kiosk-style format, with gas pumps on each side of a small store area. The other stores measure 4,000 square feet, according to The Ledger. 
Brunson said the two planned Pix stores would feature 160-square-foot buildings where customers will pay through windows for gas. There will be four gasoline pumps, enabling a maximum of eight customers to pump gas at once

                                           Mortgage firm agrees to pay out $40 million

WASHINGTON -- Fairbanks Capital Corp., which services more than 46,000 mortgages in Florida, cheated consumers through unfair fees and foreclosures and will have to pay $40 million in restitution to consumers, federal officials announced Wednesday.
The company, which agreed to the deal, was under investigation by federal officials and Florida Attorney General Charlie Crist, as well as the subject of a class-action suit. And the former head of the company, Thomas Basmajian, who has been fired, also agreed to pay $400,000 in redress.


U.S. Housing Secretary Mel Martinez and Federal Trade Commission Chairman Timothy Muris, who jointly announced the settlement of the federal investigation, said it also was a strong signal to others in the lending world that companies that take advantage of vulnerable consumers would be punished.
Both agencies have been cracking down on "predatory" lending practices.
The news was welcomed by homeowners who saw their credit ruined or their savings diminished by what Muris called "unscrupulous" and "deceptive" business practices.
"I'm glad someone finally made this organization pay for its mistakes," said Christine Hartman of the Tampa area, a 34-year-old clerical worker whose excitement about her first home turned into extreme frustration over dealings with Fairbanks Capital. 

Hartman's case was typical of complaints against Fairbanks. Her mortgage loan through a local bank was sold to Fairbanks Capital of Salt Lake City, which specializes in buying up loans to higher-risk consumers, who pay higher interest rates because they have blemished credit ratings.
Fairbanks added high-priced insurance payments to Hartman's debt even though she already had her own coverage. She and her insurance agent repeatedly provided proof that she had coverage and didn't need Fairbanks to add on the high-priced insurance. But when she got fed up with the company and refinanced to get away from Fairbanks, they forced her to pay about $2,000 in disputed fees.
Hartman got her money back only after Crist's office intervened.
Fairbanks officials said they had changed their practices. "The company will continue to focus on these consumer efforts while managing responsibly the risk of the nonprime market" of higher risk customers, said Brad Shuster, chairman of the company.
As part of the settlement, Fairbanks agreed not to force insurance payments on homeowners who already have their own coverage. They also promised to stop charging late fees to consumers who paid on time. And they agreed not to foreclose before sorting out disputes and verifying that consumers had failed to make three full monthly payments.

Be sure your lending bank does not sell your mortgage to Fairbanks Capital Corp. Investigate any company before you sign.  Criminal charges should be filed against the officers of any company that practices this kind of 

theft. The corporation and officers should be barred for life from the mortgage industry.   


GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA

WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*****FOR SALE*****

GAS STATION INCLUDING LAND

New environmentally approved tanks/veeder-root/major brand

busy road-approx. 39,000 cars a day great location with land Asking 925,000 
Plantation, FL            Call 561 495 1373
**CLASSIFIED**
Grogan Realty Co. 
Specializing in Gasoline stations & 

Commercial property Financing available
 (904) 737-3493 Fax (904) 731-0025


Insurance Office of America 
150 Westmonte Drive 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32716-7933 
Underground Storage Tank Insurance 
Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability 
Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899 
Meadowbrook Insurance Group 

Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program

(paid dividends 4 of 5 years) 
Contact Carl Schmachtenberger

(800) 993-7840 (941) 627-6644

CollectAChek
P.O. Box 960

Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197

NSF Check Recovery 

Contact: Frank Straughn 

Toll Free: 1-877-874-9791 

fstraughn@collectachek.com
MAI Appraisal

(407)-772-2200 x 314

Steven L. Marshall MAI, SRA  

Clayton, Roper & Marshall, Inc.              

246 N. Westmonte Drive

Altamonte Springs, FL  32714   

Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc.

201 Park Place

Suite #300

Altamonte Springs, FL 32701

(407)-332-831

GASOLINE SUPPIERS

Hamid Ghannad

United Oil Co. Inc.

5012 E. Broadway

Tampa, FL  33619

(813) 241-4610

Bill McKnight

Automated Petroleum & Energy Co.

P.O. Box 1110

Brandon, FL  33509

(813) 681-4279

Tim Loggins

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.

P.O. Box 59

Waycross, Georgia 32502 

(912)-283-5951

Florida contact  Art McKee

352-408-4710

LOST YOUR LENDER
No wonder: With all the mergers, acquisitions and closings, your lender is probably lost too.

We specialize in extending competitive rates on financing from $75,000 to $5,000,000 through SBA and USDA guaranteed loans.

                               

                               GOLETA NATIONAL BANK

                                             A Community West Company

Contact John Grogan Business Development Officer

Office 904-731-9020  fax 904-731-0025  cell 904-571-6564  E-Mail jgrogan@attbi.com
INDEPENDENT


BRANDS











$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














