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                      INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFITS
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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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Another Excuse!!! 

The oil companies found another excuse to increase Crude Oil and Gasoline prices, Ukraine added to their list of reasons. 

The consumer should keep conserving gasoline. Conserve, Conserve, Conserve!
Happy Fathers Day
  Pat Moricca                                    June 15th 2014
2014 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 86 times from 1st of year to date.
Phillips 66 profits up 12 percent in first quarter
HOUSTON — Refining giant Phillips 66 saw profits grow 12 percent in the first quarter, the company reported 

due to strong growth in its midstream business and earnings from a previously-announced subsidiary sale.

The company reported earnings of nearly $1.6 billion up from $1.4 billion in the first quarter of 2013.

“We delivered a strong quarter, with solid performance and improved margins in our midstream and chemicals businesses,” said Greg Garland, chairman and CEO of Phillips 66, in a statement. “Our refining results were impacted by planned downtime at several of our Gulf Coast and Central Corridor refineries and tightening crude spreads. The company’s revenue and other income was $42 billion in the first quarter.

Shell profit 
Royal Dutch Shell Plc, Europe’s biggest oil company Profit excluding one-time items and inventory changes was 
$7.3 billion. The Hague-based Shell in a statement. That beat the $5 billion average estimate of 12 analysts surveyed by Bloomberg.

Norway’s Statoil ASA beat analyst forecasts yesterday with a 32 percent jump in net income driven by higher U.S. gas prices. 

Bank Of America Predicts Five-Year Wait For U.S. To Lift Crude Export Ban   
U.S. Crude Supplies Near All-Time High
Bank of America (BOA) has reported that short of a collapse in oil prices, the federal government will not lift the ban on crude exports for at least five years. A 1975 law that followed the Arab oil embargo prevents most overseas U.S. crude exports. Short of repeal, the government could grant more permits for exports to Canada or Mexico. Congress has held several hearings on the subject and there will be more to come as crude oil supplies reached its highest level since the 1930s resulting from the shale oil boom in North Dakota and Texas. 
According to the Energy Information Administration, crude inventories rose to 397.7 million, the highest since 1931, along with crude oil production reaching 8.36 million barrels per day, the most since January 1988. Additionally, since the southern leg of the Keystone XL pipeline became operational, crude oil supplies are now reaching the Gulf Coast from Cushing, Oklahoma at record levels. While this is great news, it has resulted in a supply glut of crude oil in that region and there isn’t enough refining capacity to refine the crude. While many energy policy analysts are calling for a repeal of the U.S. crude oil export ban, some are arguing that the Jones Act should be revised or repealed because companies are finding it hard to locate Jones Act compliant ships. The 94-year-old Jones Act only allows U.S. flagged and manned vessels to ship crude and refined product between U.S. ports. Thirteen tankers can haul crude domestically out of a global fleet of about 2,400, according to the U.S. Transportation Department’s Maritime Administration. Analysts are arguing that allowing foreign-flagged vessels to transport the Gulf Coast crude oil to other parts of the country to be refined may help alleviate prices. 

(There hasn’t been a refinery built in approximately 35 years.) 
New projections show oil production soaring as rigs boost efficiency
HOUSTON — Oil production will continue to soar in the six major U.S. shale plays, with more barrels pumped per rig, according to federal projections.

Total oil production in the six regions is expected to grow to 4.43 million barrels per day in June, an increase of 75,000 barrels per day compared to May, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. The federal agency expects oil rigs will produce an average of 271 barrels per day each, an increase of one barrel over May.

The projection reflects the growing efficiency of rigs since the U.S. energy boom began. In June 2007, each rig produced an average of just 116 barrels per day in the most efficient region, the Bakken Shale.

The United States is home to more than half of the world’s approximately 3,400 operating rigs, though rig counts have declined or stagnated in many of the major drilling regions amid improved efficiency.

The six shale regions analyzed account for 95 percent of the oil production growth in the United States: the Eagle Ford in South Texas, the Permian in West Texas and New Mexico, the Bakken in North Dakota and Montana, the Haynesville in Louisiana and East Texas, the Marcellus in the Northeast, and the Niobrara largely in Colorado.

Bakken shale oil fields produce 1 billionth barrel 

It was last month when AP reported that the Bakken shale oil fields have produced their billionth barrel of oil. 
The drillers first targeted the Bakken in Montana in 2000 and moved into North Dakota about five years later using advanced horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing techniques to recover oil trapped in a layer of dense rock nearly two miles beneath the surface.
To date, North Dakota has generated 852 million barrels of Bakken crude, and Montana has produced about 151 million barrels through the first quarter of 2014. They're going like gangbusters... According to AP, Oklahoma City-based Continental Resources Inc., one the oldest and biggest operators in the Bakken, said two-thirds of the production has come in the past three years. Here's where it gets a little fuzzy. Continental Chairman Harold Hamm said production is “right in line with expectations" and he estimated the Bakken holds more than 20 billion barrels of oil and technology continues to improve to help recover it. 
The U.S. Geological Survey says up to 7.4 billion barrels of oil could be recovered from the Bakken and the underlying Three Forks using current technology.
And yet, just days later another exec from Continental Resources, President Rick Bott told the IHS CERA Week energy summit in Houston that the Bakken holds nearly 900 billion barrel potential and even at the current 3.5% recovery rate, the industry can extract 32 billion barrels of oil.
How’d he arrive at 900 billion barrels? I figured there’s no harm in asking. And the folks at Continental Resources replied. They sent me a ‘white paper’ from 2011 that said the Bakken “could potentially contain recoverable reserves of up to 24 billion barrels of oil equivalent.” 
But, the document had no author. Nobody put their name on it and it offered no quotes attributed to anyone. And still, we’re looking at a projection the chairman stands by that falls a bit shy of his president’s estimate by 876 billion barrels. 
Can anybody explain this? 7.4 billion? 24 billion? 32 billion? How about 900 billion barrels?
The folks at Continental said they’re ‘comfortable and confident’ in their data. Never mind that the data doesn’t support what their president just announced to the oil industry and the media covering it. 
The good news, apparently, is that no matter how much oil emerges from the Bakken, there’s huge demand for it. By 2025, demand for that U.S. oil could grow around the world by 15- to 20 percent. That’s what Valero’s Chairman and CEO Bill Kiesse said when he spoke at the same conference in Houston. 

EPA Relaxes Summertime Fuel Requirement for Florida, North Carolina Counties 

Agency amends the federal Reid Vapor Pressure standard for these areas from 7.8 pounds per square inch (psi) to 9.0 psi. 

Page Content

​WASHINGTON – The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has approved a request to remove six Florida counties and seven North Carolina counties in the Raleigh and Greensboro areas from the 7.8 pounds per square inch (psi) Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) federal fuel requirement to 9.0 psi for the summer months. The effective date is May 30.

EPA approved a request from Florida to relax the federal RVP standard applicable to gasoline introduced into commerce in the Miami, Tampa and Jacksonville areas. The agency also approved a similar request from North Carolina to relax the RVP standard in the Raleigh and Greensboro areas. These changes apply during the summer high ozone season June 1 to September 15. 

EPA says it has removed the counties from the RVP requirement because both Florida and North Carolina have demonstrated that their respective counties comply with ozone air quality standards. Removal of this requirement will allow greater flexibility for fuel distribution during the summer months. 

The Florida counties affected: Broward, Dade, Duval, Hillsborough, Palm Beach and Pinellas.

The North Carolina counties affected: Durham, Granville, Wake, Davidson, Davie, Forsyth and Guilford.

“This action is especially important during hurricane season when greater adaptability is needed for the fuel distribution system to support an adequate supply,” said EPA Regional Administrator Heather McTeer Toney, in a press release.

Since the early 1990s, the six counties in the Florida and seven counties in North Carolina were subject to the RVP requirement to help the areas come into and maintain compliance with federal ozone standards. 

Fleet Organizations Highlight Prevalent Problem of Fuel Invoice Inaccuracies

Recent survey shows nearly 40% of fleets are concerned invoices are inaccurate; while 38% plan to remedy the issue.
By Ryan Mossman, vice president and general manager of FuelQuest’s Fuel Services.
Fuel invoicing accuracy has been a challenge in the industry for quite some time. The levels of inaccuracies (anywhere from 10-25% or more) that exist in fuel invoicing would be considered unthinkable in most other industries. Of course, the majority of inaccuracies are due to the amount and complexity of variables, such as constantly changing and often complicated fuel tax rates, high volatility in fuel prices, and transportation and delivery costs. Historically, fleet-based businesses have not displayed significant concern over invoicing errors, despite fuel typically being the second highest operating expense.

However, new data and industry events imply that this mindset is changing. Recent press highlighting fuel invoicing scandals, such as the prosecution of a national travel center chain for fuel rebate fraud, have served to heighten this concern. Additionally, a recent survey conducted by FuelQuest adds further proof: 40% of fleet-based businesses polled believe they are receiving fuel invoices with inaccuracies, and 25% state they are changing the way they manage and review fuel invoices. In fact, 38% indicated they plan to implement a new solution to combat the issue.

The issue of fuel invoicing inaccuracies is not isolated to fleet-based businesses of course, as retailers are prone to the same errors. One could argue that retailers are even more exposed to these errors, given that their overall business depends on fuel and margins from its sale. FuelQuest has witnessed invoicing error/failure rates related to retailers as high as 55% when a customer is brought on board. However, with processes, controls and open communication, that error rate is brought down to roughly 10%. FuelQuest has also seen a customer receive an invoice meant for another organization from a common supplier. This further illustrates the need for retailers to be in control of their fuel invoicing. The best way to combat this issue is with a combination of processes and technology.
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U.S. Oil to Double Projections for CNG Stations 

Company predicts it will operate more than 100 stations nationwide by 2017. 

Page Content

​APPLETON, Wis. – U.S. Oil has an ambitious expansion plan for its compressed natural gas (CNG) fueling stations, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reports. The company, which currently operates 12 CNG stations across the country, has another dozen currently under construction. In addition, U.S. Oil plans to double its initial projections for the future, proposing to have more than 100 CNG fueling stations built throughout the United States by 2017.

The company looks to partner with other businesses in developing its CNG network. For example, Middleton Farmers Cooperative has partnered with U.S. Oil on a Gain Clean Fuel station at the co-op’s Middleton, Wis., facility. Meanwhile, UW Provision will transform up to eight trucks to use CNG. 

“We continue to see impressive growth in the demand for CNG stations throughout the United States and in Wisconsin,” said Bill Renz, U.S. Oil’s Gain Clean Fuel general manager. “We hope that other regional carriers take advantage of this station and our network of GAIN stations as an incentive to consider converting their fleets.” U.S. Oil recently opened a CNG station in Sturtevant, Wis., one of a trio of stations developed with Time Transport. The other two will be built in Illinois. “There is currently a gaping hole in the CNG infrastructure for heavy duty trucks in Chicago, the third largest city in the US,” said Mike Buchmeier, vice president of Time Transport. “This partnership will allow us to reduce emissions while maintaining our operational network as we transition from diesel to 100 percent natural gas.”

Retailers Experience Rash of Skimming Incidents 
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NACS recommends using security tape to discourage pump tampering. 

PALM BEACH COUNTY, Fla. – In recent weeks, both Shell and Hess have reported credit/debit skimming devices at Florida gas stations, WPTV reports. According to the U.S. Secret Service, more than 130 cases have been reported in the state over the past three years. 

“They are gaining access inside the pump,” said John Joyce, the Special Agent in Charge of the Tampa office of the U.S. Secret Service. Skimming devices are small and fit easily inside gasoline pumps. “It still lets the transaction go through but it captures the credit card information,” he said. 

One way gasoline stations can protect their customers from this type of fraud is to use security tape over the door of the pump’s credit/debit card reader. That allows an employee or customer to see right away if the tape is secure. 

“It's just to stay one step ahead,” said Kevin Dalton, who has put security tape on the pumps at two of his three Florida gas stations. He requires his employees to check the tape on a regular basis. “Each shift is required to come outside and check to make sure that none of them have been tampered with and they know what it looks like if it's been tampered with.” The PCI compliance mandates that are now required.

The security labels are to be used on fuel dispensers near the credit/debit card transaction area. If the label is lifted to insert a skimming device, a "void" message appears on the label, providing a visual alert to store employees so that additional action can be taken. Because the labels clearly indicate that they are to prevent tampering, the labels help assure customers that their data is secure, and discourage criminals targeting the store.

Protect your business your customers and change the locks on the pumps credit/debit reader doors. New pumps come with universal keys to unlock credit/debit card doors were thieves install skimmers.  
Fuel Thieves Drive Off with Hundreds of Gallons of Gasoline or Diesel 
They pull their heists right under your feet, these brazen fuel thieves. You may not even notice their van or truck parked over the colored discs on the gas station pavement. Those are the lids to underground storage tanks. As a partner distracts the clerk, the thieves swiftly remove the vehicle's false bottom, lift the storage tank lid, insert a hose and siphon out possibly hundreds of gallons of gasoline or diesel into makeshift vats. Then they drive off, a potential explosion heading down the road. Police and service station owners say thefts like this escalate as the price of fuel rises. 

Be ALERT and check around your gasoline station for anything suspicious around storage tanks (a truck with the hood up.)  

Marathon Petroleum buys Hess retail for $2.87 billion
Marathon Petroleum Corp. (MPC) agreed to acquire Hess Corp.’s gasoline stations and retail business for a total of $2.87 billion, expanding its footprint to 23 states from nine.

The deal includes all of Hess’s retail locations, transport operations and shipper history on various pipelines, including about 40,000 barrels a day on the Colonial Pipeline, according to a statement, Ohio-based Marathon.

Hess Retail is the largest chain of company-operated gas stations and convenience stores along the East Coast with 1,342 locations. The purchase will position Marathon’s Speedway LLC subsidiary as the premier convenience store operator in the eastern U.S., the statement showed.

North Dakota: Hess shows off upgraded Tioga gas plant
Proceeds from the sale will be used for additional share repurchases and Hess increased its buyback authorization to $6.5 billion from $4 billion, the New York-based company said in a separate statement.

Hess announced last year it would close or sell its refineries and divest the retail business to focus on oil production and exploration after criticism from activist Paul Singer’s Elliott Management Corp. In January, Hess filed the paperwork for the possible spinoff of its gasoline stations.

“The sale of our retail business marks the culmination of our strategic transformation into a pure-play exploration and production company,” Hess Chief Executive Officer John Hess said in the statement.

The deal comprises a cash purchase price of $2.37 billion, an estimated $230 million of working capital and $274 million of capital leases. The acquisition is expected to be funded with a combination of debt and available cash, and is expected to close late in the third quarter.
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A Year of Hacking 

2014 is becoming a year where massive data breaches are a monthly occurrence. 

Page Content

​NEW YORK – CNNMoney reports that hackers have exposed the personal information of 110 million Americans — roughly half of the nation's adults — in the last 12 months alone, according to data provided to the news source by Ponemone Institute. 

That massive number … is made even more mind-boggling by the amount of hacked accounts: up to 432 million,” writes the news source.

CNNMoney continues that researchers at Unisys say we’re now going through “data-breach fatigue,” citing a “dizzying list” of recent cyber attacks: 

· 70 million Target customers' personal information, plus 40 million credit and debit cards

· 33 million Adobe user credentials, plus 3.2 million stolen credit and debit cards

· 4.6 million Snapchat users' account data

· 3 million payment cards used at Michaels

· million cards from Neiman Marcus

· A significant number" of AOL's 120 million account holders

· Potentially all of eBay's 148 million customers' credentials

Why this is happening is explained in two ways: an increasing move to living our lives online, where shopping, social media and banking are more common, which means stores are relying on the Internet to conduct and process transactions. And second, hacking is becoming more sophisticated and profitable. Offensive hacking weapons are numerous and cheap. And hackers have learned to quietly roam inside corporate networks for years before setting off any alarms,” writes CNNMoney. 

“Now attackers are very focused,” Brendan Hannigan of IBM’s security systems division told the news source, adding, “There are teams of them, and they create malware to attack specific organizations.” CNNMoney warns consumers to “get accustomed to the hack of the month. In April, that was AOL. In May, it was eBay. Who knows what June will bring?
Organized Retail Crime Still Major Problem for Retailers 

National Retail Federation survey finds that retailers are allocating more resources to combat organized retail crime. 

Page Content

​WASHINGTON – A decade has passed since the National Retail Federation (NRF) first surveyed its community of loss prevention and security executives about the impact organized retail crime has on their companies, and with the release of the 2014 survey, it’s evident that the $30 billion a year problem still threatens retailers of all sizes throughout the country. 

According to the NRF’s 10th annual Organized Retail Crime Survey, eight in 10 (88.2%) retailers report that they have been a victim of organized retail crime (ORC) in the past year, down slightly from 93.5% last year. Although retail stores take most of the brunt of ORC activity, criminals are now finding ways to manipulate retailers’ online operations. For the first time, NRF asked about the impact organized retail crime has on their online operations: and nearly half (48.3%) say their online operations are affected.

“Few retail crimes reach the level of concern among retailers that organized retail crime does,” said Rich Mellor, NFR senior advisor for asset protection, in a press release. “For the better part of 15 years, savvy criminals and the enterprises they’re a part of have forced retailers to change how they deal with fraud, including maximizing efforts to partner with and educate law enforcement.”

Retailers are now investing more in combating organized retail crime. Overall, three-quarters (74.7%) of those surveyed say they are allocating resources. When asked about their company’s overall ORC case value for the past 12 months, 13.2% of retailers estimate the value to be more than $5 million; the average case value for those who have lost money to organized retail crime is $2.8 million.

As of May 2014, 25 states have enacted laws against criminals who are found to be associated with an organized retail crime gang, a significant feat that states and retailers have worked diligently on for more than 10 years. Because organized retail crime gangs have the means to transport stolen products through multiple states and even overseas, the need for federal legislation is greater than ever.

“We commend the retailers and states who have dedicated significant attention and resources to put retail crime laws in place, and we are hopeful that these state laws will lead to even greater success with prosecuting retail crime gangs in the future,” said Jon Gold, NRF vice president. “And while state laws are putting a dent in the level of ORC cases each year, we believe federal ORC legislation is still needed to help support the effective efforts at the state level since the criminals tend to operate across multiple states.”

Buc-ee's Opens New Mega Convenience Store 

The 60,000-square-foot convenience store features 56 fueling stations. 

Page Content

​TEXAS CITY – The latest Buc-ee’s opened its doors yesterday to a crowd of about 200 customers who had been waiting since 3:30 am to be the first inside the 60,000-square-foot convenience store, reports the Houston Chronicle. 

The new “mega-store” features a sporting goods store, a Texas boutique, toy store, surf shop, deli and a miniature grocery store rolled into one building, writes the newspaper, including the Beaver Nuggets, a sweet snack that can be found about every five feet. The store also features Texas-centric merchandise such as Texas-shaped waffle irons. Outside the store are 56 fueling stations.

Most Texans know that Buc-ee’s is known for its clean restrooms, writes the newspaper, and this new story is no exception 33 urinals in the mens room and 23 stalls in the ladies room. 

Jimmy Hayley, president of the Texas City Chamber of Commerce, toured the store and said he is excited about the economic impact Buc-ee’s will have on the city. "This is huge for Texas City," he told the newspaper. "It's going to do booming business down here."

Buc-ee’s opened a 67,000 square foot store in New Braunfels, Texas, in May 2012.

BP offers its stations fresh new look for stores 
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BP is rolling out a fresh new image for some of its convenience stores and offering the branding too many other station owners.
"When the need for a fresh, flexible and affordable retail image was identified, we collaborated with our branded marketers to create the 'to go' retail image," said Amy Abraham, vice president marketing and communications for BP. "Every site is different in layout and service offerings, so 'to go' offers our branded marketers the option to select from a variety of elements to fit their needs, while enhancing the overall retail experience."
The new retail image package includes a variety of elements to suit various convenience store layouts, building exteriors and price sign (also known as MID displays). These elements are designed to blend seamlessly with existing BP brand designs and are flexible enough to accommodate the unique needs of small- and large-format sites.
"As a BP branded marketer, we're excited to host the new BP 'to go' image within our marketplace," said Joe Aliperta, brands coordinator at Parent Petroleum, St. Charles, Illinois, USA. "The locations we've upgraded thus far have received very positive feedback from consumers. We're thrilled that BP worked with its branded marketers to develop this fresh new look for our convenience stores." BP branded marketers can place orders for the "to go" elements immediately. To be eligible for "to go," sites must have passed their latest two Helios shops, and BP recommends that they have at least 1,000 square feet of c-store retail space.
London-based BP, with U.S. headquarters in La Palma, California, and Warrenville, Illinois (East), markets more than 15 billion gallons of gasoline every year to U.S. consumers through more than 11,000 BP- and ARCO-branded retail outlets and supplies more than four billion gallons of fuel annually to fleets, industrial users, auto and truck manufacturers, railroads and utilities. 

7-Eleven Selling 75 C-Stores
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Convenience store properties available in Florida, Virginia and 14 other states.
7-Eleven has retained NRC Realty & Capital Advisors LLC to coordinate the sale of 75 gasoline stations and/or convenience stores.

This includes 31 locations in Florida, 14 in Virginia, six in Massachusetts and Illinois, three in Texas, two in New York, Delaware, New Jersey and Utah and one each in Arizona, Connecticut, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Vermont.

In announcing the sale, Robbie Radant, 7-Eleven vice president of mergers and acquisitions, said, “There are many nice sites in this package that simply do not fit 7-Eleven’s current business model. All of these stores have solid merchandise sales and should provide good opportunities for the right buyers.”

Lot sizes range from approximately 5,300 square feet to 1.3 acres, while store sizes range from 1,870 square feet to 4,740 square feet. 37 of the sites being offered are fee-owned properties, and the remaining 38 are leaseholds. All sites are being sold without 7-Eleven branding. Most sites that sell fuel are offered for sale with fuel supply, which would be provided by SEI Fuels, Inc., a 7-Eleven subsidiary.

“These properties are located in major metropolitan areas in many of these states and other prime markets,” said Dennis Ruben, executive managing director of NRC. “This sale provides another great opportunity for others already operating in these markets as well as for those looking to enter them.”

The properties will be sold using NRC’s well-known “buy one, some or all” sealed-bid sale process. A complete list of the properties and information regarding submitting offers is available online at www.nrc.com/1408. Interested parties can register online for sale updates or by calling the NRC Customer Service Center at 800-747-3342, extension 1408.

Property Specific Packages (PSP) are expected to be available in late June, with a bid deadline of July 29, 2014.

 
Death of Common Sense
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Today we mourn the passing of an old friend, by the name of Common Sense. Common Sense lived a long life but died recently in the United States. No one really knows how old he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He selflessly devoted his life to service in schools, hospitals, homes, factories helping folks get jobs done without fanfare and foolishness. For decades, petty rules, silly laws, and frivolous lawsuits held no power over Common Sense. He was credited with cultivating such valued lessons as to know when to come in out of the rain, why the early bird gets the worm, and that life isn't always fair.

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you earn), reliable parenting strategies (the adults are in charge, not the kids), and its okay to come in second. A veteran of the Industrial Revolution, the Great Depression, and the Technological Revolution, Common Sense survived cultural and educational trends including body piercing, whole language, and "new math." But his health declined when he became infected with the "If-it-only-helps- one-person-it's-worth-it" virus.

In recent decades his waning strength proved no match for the ravages of well intentioned but overbearing regulations. He watched in pain as good people became ruled by self-seeking lawyers. His health rapidly deteriorated when schools endlessly implemented zero tolerance policies.

Reports of a six-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate, a teen suspended for taking a swig of mouthwash after lunch, and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student only worsened his condition.  It declined even further when schools had to get parental consent to administer aspirin to a student but could not inform the parent when a female student was pregnant or wanted an abortion.

Finally, Common Sense lost his will to live as the Ten Commandments became contraband, churches became businesses, criminals received better treatment than victims, and federal judges stuck their noses in everything from the Boy Scouts to professional sports.

Finally, when people, too stupid to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot, were awarded a huge settlement, Common Sense threw in the towel.

As the end neared, Common Sense drifted in and out of logic but was kept informed of developments regarding questionable regulations such as those for low flow toilets, rocking chairs, and stepladders.

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust; his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason. He is survived by two stepbrothers: My Rights, and Ima Whiner. Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone.
Gasoline Station Property Loans
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida has endorsed Evan Rabinowitz ON DECK 
a leader in the gasoline industry specializing in small business and 
Gasoline station commercial loans. 
For more information please contact: 
Evan Rabinowitz Direct: 646-405-5944 • Cell: 917-208-6936 
e mail-newpartner@ondeckcapital.com



CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.

Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing

 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
[image: image28.emf]Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook Nancy Clay @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.
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AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 

Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.

Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
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General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc. money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.

Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 

239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Health Insurance

For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
For information Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 

239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage, IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
                                            S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   

Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________


           
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members
Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






(407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                           Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Meadowbrook 

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)  @            (800) 726-9006 ex 5325                                                                                           

*Health Insurance contact Curtis Colbert
               (239)-980-1291 cell
*Property & Casualty Liability Curtis Colbert                                               (239)-980-1291 cell                                                                         

*Underground Storage Tank Insurance Curtis Colbert                                (239)-980-1291 cell                                                             
*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

   (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

Gasoline station commercial loans Evan Rabinowitz               Direct: (646)-405-5944 • Cell: 917-208-6936 
*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard           Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*RPM Inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing  Bill Page
                 (727) 443-1442   (800) 398-0987 

*AFLAC Contact Randy Webber 

     (407) 908-4262
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth  

561-756-5203

912-283-5951 Office 
Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".

Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 
contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 

‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’

 With Unique Special Angels of all Ages
Cast: 



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (321) 948-4998 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the 
show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more.



$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____

















