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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
[image: image21.jpg]



Check the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida endorsed insurance companies for savings.

Contact Meadowbrook Workers compensation dividend policy @ (800) 726-9006 ex 5325 for quote & information.

Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc General Liability, Property,

Underground Gasoline Tanks and Health Insurance @239-980-1291 cell. 
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AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 
2013 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 49 times from 1st of year to date.
Help For The Disabled
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Florida Lawmakers Get Behind Gas Pump Assistance Bill 

Proposal would require Florida stations to post contact information that people with disabilities could      use to call for assistance. 
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​TALLAHASSEE – A Tampa Bay legislator is looking to advance a bill that would provide assistance at gas station pumps to people with disabilities, First Coast News reports.

The bill would require gas stations to post decals with a phone number on each pump at self-service stations that people with disabilities could call for assistance.

The bill stems from a 2012 Hillsborough County ordinance. The house sponsor, Rep. Mark Danish, said he wants the whole state to benefit.

"Well, in Hillsborough County it works great, but in other places, it's not a way to do it because you have to go in there and just hope that someone's gonna come out and help you by honking the horn," Danish said. The bill requires that decals must be blue, have the words "call for assistance" on them and a phone number for the station.

Letter Urges Immediate Approval Of Keystone XL Pipeline
This week, PMAA, along with like-minded associations, sent a letter to U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry underscoring the importance of swift approval of the Keystone XL pipeline.  The letter highlighted the State Department’s fifth and final environmental impact statement (EIS) which essentially dispelled environmental critics’ claims that the Keystone XL pipeline is not in the nation’s best interest. The final EIS argued that Canadian oil sands would be developed with or without the pipeline.  Hauling crude oil by rail carries with it a higher CO2 rate and safety concerns.  Approving the Keystone XL pipeline would help alleviate these environmental and safety concerns.  
Still, even with the many remaining steps and although the president is forced to choose between labor-union supporters who back the project and environmentalists who oppose it, some analysts believe the latest EIS report boosts the possibility that the pipeline wins U.S. approval as soon as this summer.  

Some Refiners Oppose Crude Oil Exports 

As crude oil producers lobby for lifting a decades old law that bans U.S. crude oil exports, some independent refiners have formed a group called the Consumers and Refiners United for Domestic Energy (Crude) to oppose exports.  The law dates back to the 1975 Energy Policy and Conservation Act in reaction to the 1973 Arab oil embargo which caused the world’s oil prices to skyrocket.  The law was intended to keep oil in the country and limit the nation’s imports only allowing oil exports in select circumstances by the Commerce Department. 
Crude’s members include Philadelphia Energy Solutions, Delta Airlines subsidiary Monroe Energy, Alon USA Energy and PBF Energy.  Valero opposes lifting the ban, but has not joined.  Crude’s members want to maintain the ban because they currently enjoy cheaper domestically produced crude oil prices (West Texas Intermediate crude oil contract) compared to the world’s benchmark known as the Brent crude contract.  Oil producers are pushing Congress to repeal the ban arguing that there isn’t enough refining capacity to handle the oil production growth from the Bakken and Eagle Ford shale developments.  
Experts cannot agree whether repealing the ban on oil exports will result in higher or lower U.S. refined product prices. 
There are fewer refiners today than there were 30 years ago. Not one new refinery has been built in approximately 35 years. The ugly head of Greed pops up again. 

Four more states weigh increases in gas taxes
Since the beginning of last year, six states — Maryland, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Vermont, Virginia and Wyoming and the District of Columbia have either increased the gas tax or changed the way it's collected, so that the state tax drivers pay at the pump automatically goes up either with inflation or the price of fuel, according to the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy.
At least four other states are currently considering similar measures, USA TODAY reports. They are: New Hampshire, Utah, Washington and Iowa. Could your state be next?
Here's what's currently under way:
• New Hampshire. The state, which hasn't raised its gas tax since 1991, moved a step closer last week to increasing its gas tax from 18 cents a gallon to 22.2 cents. The state Senate's powerful Ways and Means Committee approved the tax. 
• Utah last raised its gas tax in 1997. The Legislature is considering a bill that would adjust the gas tax so it would increase along with gas prices would mean the state's 24.5-cents-a-gallon tax would go up as gas prices rise, but the tax would never fall below 24.5 cents a gallon and there is no ceiling. The measure passed the House Transportation Committee last week and goes to the full House.
• Washington. The state Legislature, which last raised its gas tax in 2008, is considering legislation to raise the 37.5-cents-a-gallon gas tax by 11.5 cents to finance road projects.
• Iowa. The 21-cents-a-gallon gas tax was last raised in 1989. Efforts to raise the gas tax face tough political battles. States have been extremely reluctant to increase the amount they levy at the pump: 24 states haven't raised the gas tax in at least a decade, and 16 haven't done so in 20 years or more, according to the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy.
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​A Kentucky House committee voted to raise the state’s motor fuels tax, the Associated Press reports.

The measure would increase the tax at the pump by 1.5 cents a gallon from the current level. Without the increase, the tax is scheduled to decrease seven-tenths of a cent per gallon on April 1. It currently stands at 30.8 cents per gallon.

Some states are trying to avoid protracted fights over hiking the gas tax by linking the gas tax to inflation or making it a percentage of the price paid per gallon. That way, it goes up automatically as inflation or gas prices go up. 

Some Florida gas stations running on fumes
Family and friends arriving in Florida to escape winter weather and visit us may find a few gasoline stations without fuel, particularly in Central Florida near Orlando. 
“There has been a somewhat imperfect storm of events that have led to wholesale tightness in fuel, and in some cases, closed stations or at least sporadic outages, particularly for the unbranded gasoline c-stores like 7-Eleven and Circle-K,” said Gregg Laskoski, senior petroleum analyst for GasBuddy.com. 
Prices, particularly for unbranded gasoline in Florida, have lifted very quickly. Here’s why: 
Supply: Florida is working with ‘hand-to-mouth’ gasoline inventories right now. The state is transitioning to ‘summer blend’ gasoline and that process still has another 40 days to go. At the same time, there have been reports (unconfirmed) of a few cargoes of gasoline that were delayed moving from Houston or New Orleans to Tampa due to fog in the Gulf of Mexico.
Imports of gasoline from offshore sources have continued to be very low, and that may continue into the second quarter. Freight rates for moving Texas/La. gas are still very high thanks to the scarcity of American-flagged Jones’ Act vessels. 
Ethanol: Supply of ethanol is a problem throughout the East and Gulf Coasts, and the further one goes from the Midwest, the higher the price, and the scarcer the ethanol becomes. The price for ethanol in Florida has been in the neighborhood of $3.75 gal. That has added 6-7cts gal to the price of gasoline, whereas as the year began, ethanol probably helped cheapen the wholesale price by a few pennies. Trains bring most of the ethanol to Florida and there has been a backlog of trains arriving with ethanol in the state, particularly when you get below Orlando.
Logistics: Petroleum transports have been moving jet fuel from Cape Canaveral or Jacksonville or Orlando to Tampa. Some of these trucks are the same trucks normally used to move gasoline from terminals to stations, so trucking has been a huge issue.
Demand: The country finds a flat demand trend, but this is probably the busiest gasoline demand month in Florida in the last six years, due to the one of the harshest winters in N. America in the past 100 years. Strong demand should prevail until the week after Easter.
Unbranded gas availability: Most of the logistics are dominated by major oil companies, so branded stations - - Chevron, Citgo, Exxon Mobil, etc. - - have generally had supply. Unbranded companies, including Circle K, 7-Eleven, and others, have had to scramble to find finished gasoline, or gasoline blendstock and ethanol. So, the outages may impact the non-brand names for gasoline and we may see the prices of some major brands at less than the price quotes of big box companies (i.e., Sam’s Club) and unbranded chains, (i.e, Raceway).

OPEC production surges as Iraq pumps most in 35 years
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Share this:

OPEC crude production rose above its target for the first time in five months as Iraq pumped the most in 35 years, according to the International Energy Agency.

The 12 members of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries produced 30.49 million barrels a day in February, up from 29.99 million in January, the Paris-based IEA said today in its monthly oil market report. That’s about 300,000 barrels a day higher than the average level required in the second half of the year, according to the agency.

Iraqi crude output jumped by 530,000 barrels a day to 3.62 million, driven by upgraded infrastructure in the country’s southern oil-producing region and the reduction of bottlenecks at its Gulf export facilities. That was the highest since 1979. Exports soared by 572,000 barrels a day to 2.8 million.

“The exceptional increase in February’s exports has been an unexpected boost for the country, which has struggled to meet production targets,” the IEA said. “Increased export capacity and the start-up of new production in the south holds the promise of higher output this year.” OPEC, which supplies about 40 percent of the world’s oil, estimated that its members produced about 30.12 million barrels a day last month, as Iraq compensated for reductions in Libya and Saudi Arabia, according to a report by the group yesterday based on secondary sources. Output was the most since August.

Saudi Production
Saudi Arabia raised production to 9.85 million barrels a day in February versus 9.76 million in the previous month, the IEA said, reflecting increased demand from the nation’s new 400,000 barrel-a-day Jubail refinery.

Libya pumped an average 360,000 barrels a day last month versus 500,000 barrels a day in January. “Unrest and protests by separatist militias seeking a greater share of the country’s oil wealth and disgruntled ethnic groups have held hostage the country’s eastern production for eight months against a backdrop of a weak and battered central government,” the IEA said. “The latest developments put in further doubt a recovery in Libya’s oil production near-term.”

OPEC’s members are Algeria, Angola, Ecuador, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Venezuela. The group, which has a collective target of 30 million barrels, will next meet to review the limit on June 11 at its headquarters in Vienna.
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Missouri and E15: it's complicated
Missouri motorists may soon be able to fill-up with E15 as early as this summer because of new policy being pushed through by Gov. Jay Nixon, even against objections of some lawmakers.
Missouri has long taken a leading role in promoting ethanol, the corn-based alcohol that has been mixed with conventional gasoline. Back in 2006, Missouri was among the first to require nearly all gasoline be mixed with 10% ethanol, also called E10.
However, Missouri lawmakers have been nervous to adopt a higher concentration of ethanol against concern from car manufacturers, gas stations, motorcycle makers, and small equipment manufacturers, who've said it could increase liability for station owners, harm engines, and caused voided warranties. “The risk is not worth the reward when it comes to E15,” said Ron Leone, the executive director for the Missouri Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Association.
The cost of E15 likely would be just a few pennies lower per gallon than E10 fuel, which may make some motorists more eager to fill up with it. However, the EPA has not okayed E15 for vehicles manufactured before 2001, and there have been many concerns about the E15's corrosiveness. 
We will certainly see what comes to pass as Missouri's Governor tries to implement E15 throughout the state. Motorists: how do you feel about this? 
E85 Availability Increasing

85 percent ethanolThe number of retail gas stations that can sell motor fuel that can be up to , known as E85, has more than doubled over the past six years to more than 2,500.

According to the Energy Department’s Alternative Fuels Data Center (AFDC), Minnesota continues to lead the nation, with 336 E85 retail locations. States outside of the Midwest have shown the fastest growth, including California and New York, which have seen some of the fastest growth in new E85 fueling stations, increasing from fewer than a dozen stations combined in 2007 to more than 80 stations each in 2013. Currently, 2 percent of all retail stations in the US offer E85, serving the approximately 5 percent of the light-duty vehicle fleet capable of running on E85. Retail stations selling E85 have historically been concentrated in the Midwest, where they benefit from a readily available ethanol fuel supply. In 2007, the earliest year for which state-level data are available, the majority of E85 stations were located in just five states Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa and Wisconsin. However, the pace of the increase has slowed.

Crashes increase at red light camera spots, report shows 
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For those tumbleweed towns and third-rate cities that have nothing to do but rob motorists, this is not the news they want to hear. 
Lloyd Dunkelberger of Halifax Media Service reports that a new independent state report produced in Florida showing that crashes have increased at intersections with red-light cameras will add momentum to an effort to ban the cameras’ use in Florida during the upcoming legislative session. 
The new report from the Legislature’s Office of Program Policy Analysis and Governmental Accountability (OPPAGA) found that side-angle crashes most commonly associated with red-light running are up 22 percent and rear end collisions are up 35 percent.
The report also found that fine collections have increased 200 percent since 2010, with the state and local governments taking in $119 million in the last budget year. Some $56 million of that total goes to city and county governments, which share the revenue with the red-light camera companies.
Senate Transportation Chairman Jeff Brandes, St. Petersburg, who requested the report, said it confirmed his contention that safety is not the primary concern for red-light camera proponents.
“I have consistently argued that red-light cameras are not being used for safety but are about generating revenue,” Brandes. “This report clearly illustrates the deficiencies inherent in red-light camera programs.”
Rep. Frank Artiles, Miami, who is sponsoring a House measure calling for a moratorium on new traffic cameras, agreed with Brandes.
“The red-light camera program really boils down to local governments profiteering and balancing their budgets on the backs of hard-working Floridians,” Artiles said. Let's be blunt. Red-light cameras are a scam. It's an artificial tax foisted upon the public under the guise of safety. 

Walmart Express Takes On Dollar Stores 

Mass retailer is planning to open up to 300 new Walmart Express small format stores this fiscal year. 
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​ALEXANDRIA, VA – Walmart announced that it will open up to 300 of its smaller format stores this year, double its initial forecasts, Motley Fool reports.

Walmart’s smaller store concept, Walmart Express, offers direct competition to dollar stores with similar offerings and customer demographics, according to the news source.

The stores “deliver really, really well against three competitive sets,” said William Simon, CEO of Walmart U.S., adding, "against a dollar store; they have fresh food, pharmacy and gas,” not to mention a "pricing advantage" over companies like Family Dollar, Dollar General and Dollar Tree.

Walmart plans to use its Express format to plug the retailing gaps between its Supercenters and Neighborhood Markets, the precise area where dollar stores have thrived. 

“Suffice it to say, if you're a dollar store operator, or for that matter, a shareholder in Family Dollar, Dollar General, or Dollar Tree this doesn't look promising,” Motley Fool concluded.
Walmart Debuts C-store Concept

Walmart To Go arrives in Arkansas with low prices and gasoline service.
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. has rolled out its Walmart To Go convenience store concept in its home state of Arkansas.

The first location debuted Wednesday, March 19 at 1300 S. Walton Blvd. in Benton, Ark., Arkansas Business Online reported.    

The store measures 2,500 square-feet, making it much smaller than the company’s small-format Neighborhood Market grocery stores. The store will sell Walmart-branded gasoline and regular convenience store merchandises at the same everyday low prices found at Walmart stores.

In addition, Walmart is testing a grocery delivery service under the name WalmartToGo.com.

Deisha Barnett, the senior director of corporate communications for Walmart told Arkansas Business Online that the c-store concept was a one-off.  “We’re not planning any more across the country.”

Card Companies Form Group to Tackle Data Security 

The new group will initially focus on the adoption of EMV chip technology. 
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​NEW YORK – Visa and MasterCard announced a new cross-industry group focused on enhancing payment system security. The group will initially focus on the adoption of EMV chip technology in the United States.

According to a joint Visa/MC statement, the new group will include banks of all sizes, credit unions, acquirers, retailers, point-of-sale device manufacturers and industry trade groups. 

The group will focus on a broad range of security-related topics such as additional security solutions like tokenization and point-to-point encryption and developing an actionable roadmap for securing the future across all segments of the payments industry.

Visa and MasterCard expect this group will “complement and engage with other efforts across the industry, including proprietary risk councils, EMV task forces and the standard management bodies.”

Wal-Mart sues Visa for $5 billion... fight could lead to lower gas prices 

Wal-Mart this week filed a massive lawsuit against credit card processor Visa Inc. for $5 billion, alleging Visa maintained high card swipe fees. This comes after Wal-Mart and many other retailers opted out of a class action settlement between other retailers against Visa and Mastercard.
The implications could be far reaching: certainly credit card fees eat into gas station profits, and arguments high swipe fees lead to higher gasoline prices are plausible.
Many retailers have since opted out of the class action settlement against Visa and MasterCard that was approved in December, saying the settlement doesn't bring down the costs of swipe fees, or the fees Visa and MasterCard charge to retailers and gas stations to process transactions.
The National Association of Convenience Stores, or NACS, represents tens of thousands of gas stations which include convenience stores nationally and issued a statement following a decision to uphold rules on how much banks can collect for swipe fees. The decision is considered a big defeat for convenience stores. NASC said "It is unfortunate that the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals misread the law and the Federal Reserve's rule on debit swipe fees. Any rule that would allow profit margins of more than 1,000 percent and raise fees on many transactions clearly violates the letter and intent of the law Congress passed."
Retailers now are opting out of the class action settlement which was disappointing, and suing Visa and MasterCard on their own, hoping a judge find the fees were grossly in excess.
If retailers and stores win new cases, it could cut the amount of fees that Visa and MasterCard take on each transaction. The lower fees could easily translate into either lower credit prices at the pump, or for stations that charge one price, they could consider lowering their prices. The drop in swipe fees could save motorists and retailers billions over the course of several years.
Retailers Bring ‘Look Before You Pump’ Ethanol Message Direct to Consumers
As consumers head to retail stores this spring to purchase mowers, chain saws, generators, blowers, trimmers, power washers, and a host of other small engine equipment, they will see an important ethanol fuel message from the Outdoor Power Equipment Institute (OPEI), an international trade association representing 100 small engine, utility vehicle and outdoor power equipment manufacturers and suppliers. The message to ‘Look Before You Pump’ will help consumers protect their outdoor power and small engine equipment investments.
In thousands of retail store aisles across the country and in spring preview circulars and catalogs, consumers will be reminded that it is harmful and illegal to use higher than 10 percent ethanol gas in any outdoor power equipment or other non-road product, such as boats, snowmobiles and motorcycles, with the exception of “flex-fuel” engine products. Independent dealers began using the ‘Look Before You Pump’ message in their stores in fall 2013.
Known by its emblematic prominent, red warning hand symbol indicating ‘OK’ for 10 percent ethanol and ‘No’ for mid-level ethanol blends (such as E15, E30, E85), the ‘Look Before You Pump’ campaign is spreading nationwide as ethanol blended fuels containing more than 10 percent ethanol are made available in the marketplace for “flex-fuel” automobiles.
According to senior vice president and chief merchandising officer at True Value Company, Ken Goodgame, “OPEI’s ‘Look Before You Pump’ campaign is exactly what our stores need to meet the challenges posed by higher ethanol fuel blends. We used to see about a 70 percent fuel related failure rate, but now with E10 and E15, we find that up to 80 percent of all portable and four-stroke OPE failures that come back in our stores are related to fuel, so we recommend customers use a fuel stabilizer. Ethanol has proven to be a corrosive and problematic fuel additive, and we are keen to share the ‘Look Before You Pump’ warning with our customers.”
According to Todd Teske, chairman, president and CEO of Briggs & Stratton Corporation, the world’s largest manufacturer of small engines, and OPEI’s board chair, “It is critical that we educate all users of outdoor power equipment about the dangers misfueling can cause to their equipment. Our number one goal is to protect our customers, and the more we can get this information in front of them, the better off they will be.”
Known by its emblematic prominent, red warning hand symbol indicating ‘OK’ for 10 percent ethanol and ‘No’ for mid-level ethanol blends (such as E15, E30, E85), the ‘Look Before You Pump’ campaign is spreading nationwide as ethanol blended fuels containing more than 10 percent ethanol are made available in the marketplace for “flex-fuel” automobiles.

U.S. Secret Service, FL Attorney General investigate credit card skimmers at Hess stations 
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In February we reported suspicious activity at a Hess station in Brooksville, FL. Credit card skimmer found at Hess in Brooksville.
Four more Hess stations in neighboring Pasco County (West Central FL) have been found to have credit card skimmers on their pumps and as a result an additional 342 credit card numbers have been obtained illegally. That brings the total number of credit cards that have been 'skimmed' to more than 640... And it may have spread to five FL counties. It's now under investigation by the Secret Service and the Florida Attorney General's Economic Crimes Division. 
The Pasco County police say 337 credit cards have been compromised at the Hess gas station at 28232 SR-54. Investigators believe the cards were compromised on Thursday, Friday or Saturday week of March 10th. Internal card skimmers were found on two pumps, which means they could not be seen by customers.
"These are inside the gas pump itself. So the person that put these on had to have a key to open the pump," said Pasco Det. Bruce Cohen. "This is the kind of scam that's difficult to protect yourself from because you can't tell if a machine has been tampered with at all."
The Pasco County Sheriff's Office is advising people to check their card statement for fraudulent charges.
Renier and Melissa Quintana discovered they both had been victimized. The couple fills up at that Wesley Chapel gas station at least once a week. "It's very scary," Melissa Quintana said. "I just got a text message alert from Bank of America letting me know that they suspended use on my debit card."
Detectives believe they are the same skimmers detected already at Hess stations in Hillsborough, Pinellas, Polk and Hernando counties. Hess spokesman Denny Moynihan released the following statement:
"It's an issue we take seriously. We're cooperating with local law enforcement authorities and have taken additional steps to safeguard our pumps." Detectives recommend always using cash to buy gas. However, if you must use a card they recommend going inside to pay. This case remains under investigation. The Secret Service has stepped in to help.
If you see any suspicious activity on your card statement, you should report it to your bank immediately. The Sheriff's Office is also asking people with information to call 727-844-7711 or click the TIPS tab on their website, www.pascosheriff.org. 
The problem centers on Hess station because a universal key opens the Hess pumps. The gasoline station should inspect their pumps daily and change the locks from manufactures universal keys.   

Los Angeles Bans Public Use of E-Cigarettes

Vaping still allowed in lounges, e-cigarette stores and for film and theatrical purposes.
Los Angeles has moved to ban public use of electronic cigarettes, following in the footsteps of New York, Chicago and Boston The Los Angeles City Council voted to ban the use of electronic cigarettes from restaurants, bars, nightclubs and other public places, Reuters reported, noting that a spokeswoman for Mayor Eric Garcetti confirmed he planned to sign the measure into law in the coming days.

The Los Angeles ban, however, differs from restrictions on e-cigarettes in other major cities in that vaping is still allowed in lounges and e-cigarette stores and for filming or theatrical purposes, Reuters reported.

“Although we believe the final decision was made in the absence of credible science, it was a more reasonable and sensible approach than the original proposal,” NJOY, the largest independent maker of e-cigarettes, said in a written statement.

“NJOY remains concerned, however, that banning e-cigarette use in public places could deter current tobacco smokers from using the products and thus disserves public health,” the company said.

The City Council action comes as the U.S. government is contemplating further regulations at the national level, Reuters noted. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has already proposed a rule that would bring e-cigarettes under its jurisdiction and could potentially require companies to register and pay fees, list the ingredients in their products, obtain approval for new products and restrict online sales and marketing to children.

Public Transportation Hits Highest Ridership in 57 Years 

Last year, a record 10.7 billion trips were taken on U.S. public transportation. 
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​WASHINGTON, D.C. – In 2013, Americans took 10.7 billion trips on public transportation, which is the highest annual public transit ridership number in 57 years, according to a report released this week by the American Public Transportation Association (APTA). This was the eighth year in a row that more than 10 billion trips were taken on public transportation systems nationwide. While vehicle miles traveled on roads (VMT) went up 0.3% in 2013, public transportation use increased by 1.1%.

“As the highest annual ridership number since 1956, Americans in growing numbers want to have more public transit services in their communities,” said Peter Varga, APTA Chair and CEO of The Rapid in Grand Rapids, Mich., in a press release. “Public transportation systems nationwide in small, medium, and large communities saw ridership increases. Some reported all-time high ridership numbers.”

Some of the public transit agencies reporting record ridership system-wide or on specific lines were located in the following cities: Ann Arbor, Mich.; Cleveland; Denver; Espanola, N.M.; Flagstaff, Ariz.; Fort Myers, Fla.; Indianapolis; Los Angeles; New Orleans; Oakland, Calif.; Pompano Beach, Fla.; Riverside, Calif.; Salt Lake City; San Carlos, Calif.; Tampa, Fla.; Yuma, Ariz.; and New York City.

Since 1995, public transit ridership is up 37.2%, outpacing population growth, which is up 20.3%, and vehicle miles traveled (VMT), which is up 22.7%.

“There is a fundamental shift going on in the way we move about our communities.  People in record numbers are demanding more public transit services and communities are benefiting with strong economic growth,” said APTA President and CEO Michael Melaniphy. “Access to public transportation matters. Community leaders know that public transportation investment drives community growth and economic revitalization.”

CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.

Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing

 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  

GASOLINE STATION PROPERTY LOANS

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida has endorsed Evan Rabinowitz 
ON DECK
a leader in the gasoline industry specializing in small business and 
Gasoline station commercial loans. 
For more information please contact: 
Evan Rabinowitz Direct: 646-405-5944 • Cell: 917-208-6936 
e mail-newpartner@ondeckcapital.com



Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members

Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays
Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     

If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook Nancy Clay @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.
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AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 
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  General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc. money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.

Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 

239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Health Insurance

For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
For information Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 

239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the  Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 




                                         S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   

Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________


           
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






(407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                                       Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Meadowbrook 

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)  @                       (800) 726-9006  ex 5325                                                                                           

*Health Insurance contact Curtis Colbert
               (239)-980-1291 cell
*Property & Casualty Liability Curtis Colbert                                                           (239)-980-1291 cell                                                                         

*Underground Storage Tank Insurance Curtis Colbert                                            (239)-980-1291 cell                                                             
*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

                (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard                      Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*RPM Inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing  Bill Page
                 (727) 443-1442   (800) 398-0987 

*AFLAC Contact Randy Webber 

    (407) 908-4262
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth  

561-756-5203

912-283-5951 Office 
Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".

Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 

contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 

‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’

 With Unique Special Angels of all Ages




Cast: 



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (321) 948-4998 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more.
$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














