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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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A Tale of Two Pipelines: It’s Time for Common Sense to Prevail
In March 2012, President Obama visited the Pipe Yard in Cushing, OK where he announced his support for the Gulf Coast Project and directed his administration “to cut through the red tape, break through the bureaucratic hurdles, and make this project a priority, to go ahead and get it done.”
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Today – almost two years later the Keystone Gulf Coast Project has begun shipping about 830,000 barrels of oil a day across the 485 miles from Cushing, OK south to state-of-the-art refineries down on the Gulf Coast in Nederland, TX. The project took 4,000 tradesman and construction workers 16 months to complete.  Additional vendors and local businesses also benefited including the Read Ice Company in Kountze, Texas, 25 miles northwest of Beaumont which contracted with TransCanada to provide ice cold water to construction workers.

America’s energy consumers have reason to celebrate these jobs and the economic benefits resulting from the start of service for the southern leg of the Keystone XL pipeline project. But even as it launches today, delay pervades the remainder of the Keystone XL pipeline. Why more than five years after the initial filing are we still waiting for a final decision from the Obama Administration?

The Keystone XL pipeline project could be so much more. The next phase of the Keystone XL Pipeline project includes building a new pipeline from Cushing, OK to Steele City, NE, where it will connect with an existing pipeline that runs to Cushing. This final leg will require 9,000 more tradesman and construction workers. It could provide a $5 billion investment boost into the U.S. economy – not to mention the millions in tax revenue for cities and towns along the route.

Why is building energy pipelines to Cushing, OK so important?  It is the epicenter for storing crude oil in the United States.  From Cushing, crude oil is sent to Gulf Coast refiners where it is made into gasoline, jet fuel, diesel fuel and several other products which the U.S. economy uses to power businesses, manufacturing facilities, automobiles, truck fleets and airplanes.

Building the final leg of Keystone XL will connect landlocked crude oil being produced in the Bakken formation in North Dakota to Gulf Coast refiners.  In turn, there will be downward pressure on prices and a more reliable stream of crude into and out of America’s energy producing network.  This new found reliability will make the U.S. less dependent on crude oil imports from regimes like Venezuela or Persian Gulf countries (link to other op-ed).

With all of these tremendous benefits available to the United States through the Keystone XL pipeline, why are we still waiting for a decision.

2013 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 18 times from 1st of year to date.
French oil CEO urges US to approve Keystone XL pipeline
Total SA urged the U.S. to approve the $5.4 billion Keystone XL pipeline to unplug a bottleneck that’s stalling the development of Canadian oil sands. “The pipeline has to be done,” Chief Executive Officer Christophe de Margerie told reporters at the World Economic Forum in Davos. “It’s now up to the U.S. to make an effort.”

The proposed pipe to ship heavy crude from Alberta to refineries on the Gulf of Mexico, which is opposed by green groups, is undergoing a final environmental review. Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper said a decision to seek more comment suggests President Barack Obama may postpone a ruling that’s already been more than five years in the making.

Moving crude: Keystone XL southern leg launches as safest pipeline ever, CEO says
Total, Europe’s third-biggest oil company, has slowed development of its own reserves in the region, de Margerie said. Alberta oil sands are beset by rising labor costs and a shortage of workers as well as a discount for the price of Canadian heavy crude as U.S. oil output exceeds expectations.

“It’s more complicated than what we thought,” de Margerie said. “Costs have exploded. Requests from the community have increased. We have to take it into account and decide whether it’s worth it. If production costs rise above the selling price, things will stop.”

Total bought stakes in oil-sands developments in 2010 from Suncor, Canada’s largest oil producer by market value, forming a “strategic alliance” for the Fort Hills, Joslyn and Voyageur projects. At the time Jean-Michel Gires, Total’s president of Canadian exploration and production, said the explorer was taking a “long-term bet” on oil sands.

Total has pledged to raise production from new fields and explore more aggressively for reserves to revive output growth.

AAA: Gas Prices to Average Slightly Less This Year 

NATIONAL REPORT -- U.S. motorists already have one thing to celebrate in this young New Year. Gas prices most likely will average slightly less in 2014 as refineries continue to expand production capacity and increasingly rely on North American crude oil, according to the AAA Monthly Gas Price Report for December.

Increased refinery capacity and domestic oil production should provide a supply cushion that will help limit dramatic price spikes caused by supply and demand, AAA stated in the report.

"Gas prices should average slightly less in 2014 if everything goes as expected, but most drivers may not even notice because the difference could be relatively small," said AAA spokesperson Avery Ash. "Increased refinery capacity and domestic crude oil production should help provide a cushion in case something goes wrong, but there are no guarantees when it comes to gas prices. There will remain an outside chance of paying higher prices due to unexpected global events or significant economic growth."

In 2013, drivers paid an average of $3.49 per gallon for gas, making it the least expensive year to fill up since 2010. The 2013 average price was significantly lower than in 2012 when consumers paid an average of $3.60 per gallon, which was the most expensive ever. Gas prices in 2011 were the second highest on record at $3.51 per gallon, according to AAA.

"It was a relief to see gas prices decline in 2013 following record-breaking pain at the pump in recent years," said Ash. "Our hope is that prices will continue to fall as cars grow increasingly fuel efficient and refineries expand production to take advantage of the recent boom in North American crude oil."

For the second year in a row, South Carolina motorists enjoyed the cheapest gas prices in 2013 with an annual average of $3.24 per gallon. Rounding out the top five were: Mississippi ($3.28), Tennessee ($3.29), Arkansas ($3.29) and Missouri ($3.29). Across the country, 30 states ended the year with an annual average below $3.50 per gallon.

On the other end of the spectrum, Hawaii had the most expensive gas prices last year with an annual average of $4.24 per gallon. The next most expensive states were: Alaska ($3.91), California ($3.89), Connecticut ($3.80) and New York ($3.78).

Drilling down further, the cheapest annual metro average in 2013 was $3.15 per gallon in Casper, Wyo. The most expensive annual metro average was $4.42 per gallon in Wailuku, Hawaii, while the most expensive in the continental United States was Chicago at $4 per gallon.

Rep. Blumenauer Introduces Bill to Raise Gas Tax

Rep Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) this week introduced two bills aimed at raising revenue to more robustly invest in the nation's aging transportation infrastructure.

Joined by representatives from the transportation, commerce, and construction fields, as well as Congressional colleagues. 

Blumenauer introduced H.R. 3636, or the Update, Promote and Develop America's Transportation Essentials

(UPDATE) Act. The bill would phase in a 15-cent-per-gallon federal gas/diesel tax increase over the next three years, which would raise the federal gas tax from 18.4 cents to 33.4 cents per gallon. The bill also would index the gas tax for inflation.

"The gas tax hasn't been increased since the beginning of the Clinton administration," Blumenauer said in a statement. "Today, with inflation and increased fuel efficiency for vehicles, the average motorist is paying about half as much per mile as they did in 1993. It's time for Congress to act. There's a broad and persuasive coalition that stands ready to support Congress. We just need to give them something to support."

Blumenauer estimates the UPDATE Act would generate $170 billion in revenue for transportation infrastructure investment over the next 10 years.

How America’s fracking boom helps boost treasuries demand
America’s shale boom is providing an unintended benefit to U.S. government bonds.

With the U.S. economy relying less on oil and gas imports than at any time in two decades, energy expenses for Americans have fallen and cut into inflation more than any other living cost in the past year, according to data compiled by the Labor Department. Economists say consumer prices will rise less than 2 percent for a second straight year in 2014, the first time that’s happened during an expansion in a half-century.

Energy prices have become disinflationary in the U.S. as America comes closer to attaining energy independence, which has been bolstered by the proliferation of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, of the nation’s shale deposits.

While a Labor Department report showed that fuel helped lift consumer prices 0.3 percent in December, the most in six months, energy expenses for all of 2013 still decreased.

The costs of gasoline and fuel oil, which account for about 10 percent of the U.S. consumer price index, fell 0.8 percent last year, the biggest drag on annual inflation of 1.48 percent. Oil prices will fall 5.5 percent in 2014, according to an annual forecast from the Energy Department, which will help limit the increase in living expenses to 1.7 percent this year.

The last time the cost of living in the U.S. rose less than 2 percent for two straight years during an expansion was in 1964 and 1965, Labor Department data show.

Government restrictions on crude exports also mean increasing production helps insulate the world’s largest oil-consuming nation from price shocks stemming from fluctuations in foreign supplies and not dependent” on imported oil,.

Now, the U.S. is on the verge of surpassing Russia and Saudi Arabia as the world’s largest producer of oil, according to the International Energy Agency.

New Year to Usher in Wage Hikes in 13 States

JERSEY CITY, N.J. -- Minimum wage workers in 13 states will see a little more cash in their paychecks once the clock strikes midnight on Jan. 1.

While most of the increases amount to less than 15 cents per hour, workers in New Jersey, Connecticut, New York and Rhode Island will see a bigger hike, according to CNN Money. The change in New Jersey comes after voters approved a referendum in November's election to raise the state's minimum wage by $1 to $8.25 an hour.

Lawmakers in New York, Connecticut and Rhode Island made the legislative decisions in their respective states. As a result, Connecticut's minimum wage will rise to $8.70, and Rhode Island's and New York's wage will hit $8.

Workers in Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, Oregon, Vermont and Washington will see a higher wage floor due to annual cost of living adjustments, the news outlet added.

The federal minimum wage stands at $7.25 per hour. However, 19 states have minimum wages set higher. Once the changes take effect on Jan. 1, the number ticks up to 21. Wage increases are also set to take place at the local level, according to CNN Money. Voters recently approved a raise to $15 per hour for many workers in SeaTac, a small municipality centered around the Seattle-Tacoma airport in Washington State. A judge ruled this past week that parts of the measure were not valid: The city could impose the minimum wage for some of the affected workers, the judge said, though not all. Supporters of the increase plan to appeal.

In addition, Seattle's mayor-elect Ed Murray has said he plans to also raise the city's minimum wage to $15. Washington currently has the highest state minimum wage at $9.19 per hour. Employees in San Francisco, San Jose and Albuquerque will also see wages increase. More moves will take place as the year progresses. Two counties in Maryland and Washington, D.C., will raise their minimum wages in 2014 and California is set to raise its minimum wage to $9 in July, the report added.

The minimum wage hikes have become a hot-button issue as workers across the country staged protests over the issue. Since a year ago, labor unions, worker advocacy groups and other organizations have been building a campaign to highlight the difficulties of living on the federal minimum wage which equals approximately $15,000 per year for a full-time employee. Protestors have called for a federal minimum wage increase to $15 per hour, although some refer to that figure as a rallying point rather than a near-term possibility.

CNG Prices to Rise in 2014

TULSA, Okla. -- The gap between the price of E10 gasoline and compressed natural gas (CNG) is about to narrow.

According to a report by Tulsa World, drivers of natural gas vehicles are likely to see prices go up at least 50 cents per gallon at the pump on Wednesday, when a federal CNG tax credit expires. The CNG credit was part of a package of tax credit extensions Congress passed last year as part of the "fiscal cliff" settlement.

Oklahoma-based retailers Love's Travel Stops & Country Stores and OnCue Express both acknowledged they will raise CNG prices at the pump on Jan. 1.

"At Love's, we strive to maintain the lowest prices for our customers," spokeswoman Kealey Dorian told the news outlet. "The CNG tax credit expiration will cause our costs to rise, but we are working to keep the impact to our natural gas customers minimal."

CNG has been quoted for as much as $2 per gallon cheaper in some locations this year, compared to its petroleum counterpart. However, advocates still point out that even though the tax credit is expiring, CNG is still cheaper than traditional petroleum, burns cleaner and is produced locally.

Top 25 lowest priced retail Gasoline Retailers 

GasBuddy, a national gas price app, congratulates the top 25 lowest priced retail gasoline offerings, which together saved consumers millions of dollars on their yearly gasoline fill-ups in 2013.

Each year, GasBuddy combs through nearly 35 million individual gasoline prices and compares each brand’s pump offering (by zip code) to the average price of local competitors. It then tabulates the results, rating each brand by the average discount it delivered versus the average pump prices in its competitive area.

For the second year in a row, Costco was the undisputed leader in value pricing. The average Costco on any given day in 2013 was priced more than 14 cents per gallon lower than competitors. That 2013 discount was nearly 10% more aggressive than the 12.84 cents per gallon Costco delivered in savings versus competitors in 2012.

Costco, Sam’s and BJ’s, plus many of the Big Boxers can buy wholesale gasoline on the open market, where as the independent gasoline retailers can only buy wholesale gasoline from a contract supplier and there is a diference in the wholesale cost. 

It’s not fair to use a comparison between the special prices Costco, Sam’s, BJ’s and the Big Boxers receive from there suppliers and the independent gasoline retailers receive from there contract supplier.   

Fuel Prices Moved in Tighter Range Last Year

NATIONAL REPORT -- Retail prices for regular-grade gasoline moved in tighter ranges throughout the country in 2013, compared to previous years.

According to the Energy Information Administration (EIA), changes in prices at the pump can be attributed to factors such as crude oil prices, refinery outages, inventory levels and seasonal fuel-specification changes. Last year, crude oil prices in particular led to the declining price at the pump. The EIA identifies five regions: East Coast, Midwest, Gulf, Rockies and West Coast. Among those regions, the Midwest saw the most variation in fuel prices. In Chicago, fuel prices ranged $1.11 per gallon from the highest to the lowest price. In early June, prices peaked in Chicago, when the average cost of a regular gallon reached $4.36 due to a series of refinery outages. But by November, the price had moderated by more than $1 per gallon. Los Angeles was the only place to approach Chicago's high-water mark, when prices peaked at $4.34 per gallon on Feb. 25.

Conversely, the lowest price for 2013 was recorded in the Rocky Mountain region of Denver. In January, the price in this region dropped to $2.81 per gallon, the lowest recorded for the year. The highest price in the Rocky Mountain region reached $3.56 per gallon in late February.

The East Coast and Gulf Coast also saw their highest prices in late February. On the East Coast, gas prices peaked at $3.99 per gallon in Miami, but dropped to $3.27 per gallon in early November. The highest price seen in the Gulf Coast was $3.61. However, the price of a regular gallon dropped all the way to $2.94 on Nov. 11.

According to the EIA, the weekly U.S. average price did not drop below $3 per gallon at any point in 2013, marking the third calendar year in a row that such a statement can be made. The lowest nationwide weekly average was seen on Nov. 11 at $3.19 per gallon. The highest price reported was $3.78 per gallon on Feb. 25.

More states scheme to tax hybrids 

 HYPERLINK "http://blog.gasbuddy.com/posts/More-states-scheme-to-tax-hybrids-to-recover-lost-tax-revenue/1715-560682-2206.aspx" \o "More states scheme to tax hybrids to recover lost tax revenue" to recover lost tax revenue 

If you bought a hybrid or an all-electric vehicle recently, maybe it's because you want to demonstrate your environmentalism... or maybe it's because you really can't stand spending money on gasoline. 
Whatever the reason, it really doesn't matter now if you live in Colorado, Nebraska, N. Carolina, Virginia or Washington. Each of these states is determined to make you pay more for the miles you travel no matter how much of the planet you've saved. 
As of this year, Coloradans driving electric, alternative fuel and high-efficiency vehicles will pay a $50 registration fee to capture more revenue from vehicles that use less traditional gasoline. Nebraska, North Carolina, Virginia and Washington have similar plans and Oregon could join that group soon. 
Oregon lawmakers were discussing a bill that would impose a fee on electric cars and those getting 55 miles per gallon or better. The bill is still sitting in the state legislature.
“States are increasingly looking at how to recoup ‘lost’ gas tax revenues for electric and hybrid vehicles. In addition to fees on such vehicles, many states tax alternative fuels, sometimes including electricity,” Jaime Rall, senior transportation policy specialist at the National Conference of State Legislatures, told The Daily Caller News Foundation in an email.
The problem state lawmakers face is that the value of the gas tax is falling due to inflation and rising construction costs. This is coupled with the fact that gasoline consumption is falling. According to the Energy Information Administration, U.S. drivers and businesses used about 133 billion gallons which is 6 percent below 2007’s record-high consumption levels.
There is a similar problem on the federal level where gas tax revenues have lost one-third of their value since 1993, says Rall, adding that the federal Highway Trust Fund could face insolvency in 2015 if this trend continues.
“Gas tax revenues are the primary source of funding for transportation infrastructure, providing close to 40 percent of all state revenues for highways and more than 90 percent of gross federal Highway Trust Fund receipts,” Rall added. “These revenues, however, have not kept up with needs. The reasons for this are many, including growing use of high-efficiency and alternative fuel vehicles.”
Federal decision on safety for new cars may invade your privacy 

In a few weeks, federal officials may require new vehicles to have trackable GPS “safety” devices which could be hacked to cause automobile accidents and may even usher in mileage taxes.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is spending the next couple of weeks mulling over its decision to install vehicle-to-vehicle communications – known as V2V for short – into new vehicles which would allow them to “talk” to each other through GPS data under the guise of “accident prevention,” according to ABC News.
However, one official involved with the government study of the devices admitted that hackers could abuse the system to create mass havoc on the road. 
“Who has access and how do you secure the data?” David Wise of the Government Accountability Office asked. He even said that the V2V would rely on GPS data that can be used to easily track a vehicle – and thus the occupants inside.
“Privacy is a real challenge,” Wise said.
The fact that the V2V system could be hacked to cause high-speed pile-ups exposes the political lie that these devices were designed to prevent accidents. In fact, bureaucrats want the V2V installed in all vehicles... But, while they say it's purely for safety purposes, reporter Kit Daniels of Infowars.com says it's "another sick extension of the domestic spy grid pioneered by the NSA." Daniels says: "With vehicle tracking, big government politicians could also accomplish their goal of taxing drivers by every mile driven.
Lawmakers could even use this sort of technology to pass laws that allow local governments to mail drivers tickets for “recorded traffic violations” as they already do with red light cameras. And to really stick it into drivers even further, the costs for the GPS technology will be tacked onto the price of new cars, forcing us to pay for 'Big Brother's' watchful eye. V2V communications certainly brings huge benefits if they can prevent collisions, but... at what price? 

7-Eleven Leveraging Fresh Food 'Competitive Advantage'

C-store giant seeking to out-Sheetz Sheetz, out-Wawa Wawa

DALLAS -- 7-Eleven Inc. is banking on consumer interest in quick fresh food offerings. With more consumers willing to visit a convenience store for a quick meal, 7-Eleven is aiming to build a name for itself competitively, much as Starbucks and Walgreens have made bigger pushes into food.

Company officials say food sales are helping offset sagging tobacco sales, according to a report by The Chicago Tribune.

Last year, 7-Eleven rolled out Pillsbury cinnamon rolls, mozzarella sticks and more breakfast items, including a $1 chicken biscuit sandwich and hash brown bites, in its hot food cases. Sandwiches such as chicken with Sriracha on a pretzel bun appeared in the cold case. And lately, it has been pushing take-and-bake pizzas, as well as giving customers the option of having the $5.55 pies cooked on the spot.

Last week, the chain introduced its Egg White Breakfast Sandwich, a $1.99 creation featuring Canadian bacon and cheddar cheese on a whole wheat English muffin, at 180 calories. "There's been a major focus on the push for fresh foods," Kelly Buckley, vice president of fresh food innovation for 7-Eleven, told the newspaper. "We know that is an area where we have a competitive advantage. Part of our key differential here is, we have fresh bakery items and cold sandwiches and wraps and cut fruit." On the better-for-you front, the stores are offering rotating cold offerings seasonally. The chain offered a berry salad in the spring and summer, and a bacon, lettuce and tomato salad in the fall. It also has added a line of premium wines ($55 a bottle) to about 800 stores.

Officials say they are pleased with the results. Same-store fresh food sales grew by 11% from 2009 to 2013. Overall, during the same period, fresh food sales grew 58%, largely because of the chain's growth. It added 1,000 stores in 2012 and counts more than 10,000 stores in North America.

The Dallas-based company decided two years ago to invest more in the development of fresh food. A lot of places, including drugstores, supermarkets and super centers, are offering prepared meals."

"It's a battle for that dollar," Balzer said. "From 6:30 in the morning until 8:30 at night, I can find 50% of the population every hour eating. Now, the question is, 'Can I make sure you come to me for that food?'."

The chain is trying to replicate the successes of chains such as Wawa and Sheetz with customized sandwiches and prepared foods, Darren Tristano, executive vice president at Technomic Inc., a Chicago-based food industry consultancy that puts the convenience store foodservice industry at about $11 billion, told the paper.

According to a Technomic report, nearly half of consumers polled said they are seeking more fresh options at c-stores than they were a year ago. But they said there's a lot of room for improvement. 

N.J. Independents Fear Wawa's Lottery Machine Expansion

MANTUA TOWNSHIP, N.J. – Wawa Inc. plans to extend its partnership with the New Jersey Lottery by adding self-service ticket machines to all of its 210 stores within the state by the end of the first quarter. This has some independent convenience store operators concerned about their future revenue, according to an NJ.com report.

"If somebody's stopping by to just get lottery tickets, he or she might change their mind and decide to get something else," said Vasant Patel, owner of the Woodbury Variety and Deli. "If the customers are going [to Wawa] to stop for food or gas, now they're going to go in and buy lottery tickets."

Patel stated that his store generally makes $300 to $500 per day when there are impending lottery drawings. He added that if lottery ticket sales start to decline, he may "have to change [his] game plan" and offer deals such as a drawing for a free sub sandwich for customers who purchase a ticket from his store but didn't win.

Another retailer told the news outlet that he is concerned that his struggling business may not survive without lottery ticket sales.

Wawa's automated machines offer tickets for a range of lottery games, such as Pick 4 and the Mega Millions. It already has 212 machines installed in Pennsylvania and 67 in Virginia.

Biofuels scam allegations against company widen to fraud
EVANSVILLE, Ind. (AP) — An Indiana company whose president was indicted last fall in an alleged biofuels scam prosecutors say cost the government and investors more than $100 million now faces a separate investigation by federal environmental regulators.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has issued a notice of violations against Evansville-based Imperial Petroleum and its wholly owned subsidiary, Middletown, Ind.-based e-Biofuels.

The EPA’s notices contend that both companies are liable for e-Biofuels’ alleged generation of more than 33.5 million invalid renewable fuel tax credits, the Evansville Courier & Press reported.

A message from The Associated Press seeking comment left at Imperial Petroleum’s office was not immediately returned.

Renewable fuels: Fake biofuel credits prompt push for better screening system
The EPA alleges that e-Biofuels generated more than 33.5 million invalid fuel credits “from at least July 1, 2010, through June 2, 2011,” and transferred most of those fuel credits, also called Renewable Identification Numbers, to producers or importers of renewable fuels such as ethanol or biodiesel.

The agency’s notices offer e-Biofuels and Imperial Petroleum the chance to discuss the matter with the EPA.

Under the Clean Air Act, the EPA can assess a civil penalty of up to $37,500 per day, per violation.

An EPA spokeswoman told the newspaper that the agency does not comment on ongoing investigations or enforcement actions. Imperial Petroleum’s president, Jeffrey Wilson, was indicted in September along with Craig Ducey, e-Biofuels’ former president, in the alleged biofuels scam. Ducey and Wilson are scheduled to stand trial in federal court in Indianapolis on March 14.

Thirteen Indicted in Gas Station Skimming Scheme

Manhattan D.A. indicts data thieves who used devices at RaceTrac stations in South, stole funds on both coasts

NEW YORK --Thirteen people were indicted this week for stealing motorists' bank data using skimming devices at gas stations throughout the southern United States.

According to documents filed in court, the top four defendants used credit-card skimming devices to copy credit and ATM numbers, as well as personal identification numbers (PINs), that individuals used at Raceway and RaceTrac stations in Texas, Georgia and South Carolina.

The skimming devices were internally installed and, therefore, undetectable to victims who paid at the pumps. The devices were also Bluetooth enabled, so the defendants did not have to physically remove the skimming devices in order to obtain the stolen personal identifying information.

Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance Jr. said that from March 26, 2012, to March 28, 2013, the defendants used the information to steal and then launder approximately $2.1 million at ATMs and banks in Manhattan. The defendants are also charged with laundering the stolen money by making cash deposits and withdrawals of stolen proceeds under $10,000 in more than 70 different bank accounts.

The top defendants allegedly encoded the stolen information onto forged cards. From approximately March 2012 to March 2013, they used those cards to withdraw cash at ATMs in Manhattan, and then deposited that stolen money into bank accounts in New York that they had established for that purpose. Other members of the scheme then promptly withdrew that money at banks in California or Nevada.

Each of the defendants' transactions was under $10,000. They were allegedly structured in a manner to avoid any cash transaction reporting requirements imposed by law and to disguise the nature, ownership and control of the defendants' criminal proceeds.

The four lead defendants--Garegin Spartalyan, Aram Martirosian, Hayk Dzhandzhapanyan and Davit Kudugulyan--are charged in the 426-count indictment with money laundering in the second degree, criminal possession of stolen property in the second degree, grand larceny in the second and third degree, criminal possession of a forgery device and criminal possession of forged instruments in the second degree. The additional nine defendants are each charged with two counts of either money laundering in the second degree or money laundering in the third degree.

"By using skimming devices planted inside gas station pumps, these defendants are accused of fueling the fastest-growing crime in the country," said Vance. "Cybercriminals and identity thieves are not limited to any geographic region, working throughout the world behind computers."

CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing
 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook Nancy Clay @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.
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AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 

Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.

[image: image26.jpg]



 General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc. money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.
Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Health Insurance

For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
For information Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   

Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






(407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                           Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Meadowbrook 

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)  @            (800) 726-9006                                                                                           

*Health Insurance contact Curtis Colbert
               (239)-980-1291 cell
*Property & Casualty Liability Curtis Colbert                                               (239)-980-1291 cell                                                                         

*Underground Storage Tank Insurance Curtis Colbert                                (239)-980-1291 cell                                                             
*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

   (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard           Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*RPM Inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing  Bill Page
                 (727) 443-1442   (800) 398-0987 

*AFLAC Contact Randy Webber 

     (407) 908-4262

INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     
If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@ aol.com
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth  

561-756-5203
912-283-5951 Office 
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members
Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays
Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".
Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 
contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 
‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’
 With Unique Special Angels of all Ages





Cast:
Lisa Cioffi-Frank Corso
Produced and Directed by
Elsie DoughtyA must-see! 

For information, please contact Elsie Doughty @ (321) 948-4998 or Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more.
$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














