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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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The closing of many gasoline stations due to the underground gasoline tank upgrade deadline December 31, 2009 has caused a reduction of income because of non-renewals as many gasoline retailers shut their pumps or closed their stations. Loss of membership is why the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is in a real tight fiscal year. Membership is the backbone of any association and any help for new membership will be appreciated. Applications can be downloaded from our web-site, www.flagas.com 
Without the Florida's Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act, Florida consumers will lose. This also means the end of competition that has consistently kept Florida’s ranking one of the lowest in the nation on pretax gasoline prices. Gasoline retailers are small business who will be incapable of surviving competition through predatory pricing practices Contact Pat Moricca for information @ 407-774-9700 
2013 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 108 times from 1st of year to date.
IEA report sees U.S. influence growing as OPEC stalls 

It's one thing to hear it from 'Big Oil' companies, public relations firms and others with vested interests. It's something else entirely when the International Energy Agency (IEA) bluntly says the energy boom in the U.S. will 'displace OPEC as the driver of (oil) supply growth.'
North America will provide 40 percent of new supplies to 2018 through the development of light, tight oil and oil sands, while the contribution from the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) will slip to 30 percent, according to the IEA. "The supply shock created by a surge in North American oil production will be as transformative to the market over the next five years as was the rise of Chinese demand over the last 15,” the Paris-based adviser to 28 oil-consuming nations said in its latest report. 
And that's one of the most important elements of the report. For American consumers, the message is that regardless of how flat the U.S. economy may be, there is no doubt at the IEA that global demand for oil will grow and much of that demand will be met by oil from N. America, perhaps more so than the Middle East. 
IEA said that consumption in emerging economies may overtake developed nations this year. Global oil demand will increase by 6.1 million barrels a day, or 6.7 percent, to 96.7 million a day by 2018 as the economic recovery gathers pace. Demand estimates for 2017 are about 95,000 barrels a day less than forecast in the agency’s previous report, as weaker-than-expected growth this year crimps subsequent annual totals. Most of the new production will come from outside OPEC, according to the IEA, which last year had predicted that supply growth would be spread equally between the two blocs. Non-OPEC producers will bolster output over six years by 6 million barrels a day to 59.3 million a day to 2018 while OPEC crude capacity will rise by 1.75 million a day, the agency forecast.
North American production will increase by 3.9 million barrels a day from 2012 to 2018, making up more than half of the non-OPEC gain. Access to these supplies has rescued many U.S. refineries from closure and will secure their place as exporters of gasoline and naphtha, while hurting other operators that aren’t configured to process the new lower-sulfur, low-density crude, the IEA said. “Tight oils are a very important source of current supplies, and will be for the foreseeable future, but one shouldn’t get carried away,” said Amrita Sen, chief oil market analyst at Energy Aspects Ltd. in London. “If we get a few years of oversupply, prices falls, and we will see tight oils output fall.”
Demand for OPEC’s crude will be 30.4 million barrels a day in 2018, an increase of less than 1 percent from last year’s call-on-OPEC of 30.12 million a day, according to the report.
Oil use in emerging nations may surpass consumption in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development as early as this quarter, and is forecast to expand by 1.4 million barrels a day, or 3 percent, a year to 2018, according to the report. In contrast, demand in the OECD will contract by 250,000 a barrels a day, or 0.6 percent, a year in the period.
There it is. 'Global demand' is as much a factor in the NYMEX price of crude oil as anything else. You can't 'separate' it from the price we pay at the pump. 

U.S. Exports Oil to the World 

For the first time since the 1970s, the United States is exporting more oil. 

ARLINGTON, Va. – For the first time in nearly four decades, the United States is sending more oil away from its shores, Bloomberg News reports. America’s oil surge is the result of technological improvements such as fracking, which has lead to booming production that could overwhelm refineries soon, said Benjamin Salisbury, a senior energy policy analyst at FBR Capital Markets Corp. 

Net petroleum imports have dropped from 60% in 2005 to around 40% of demand today, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA). Domestically, production pushed out 766,000 barrels daily, a record amount. “Americans are unbelievably politically sensitive to oil and more specifically to gasoline prices,” said Salisbury. “For politicians to do anything, the pain has to come first. You have to see the rig count fall and then and only then can we have a decision about whether we want to export crude.”

Currently, around 120,000 barrels of crude per daily makes its way to Canada via a U.S. Department of Commerce license. Oil exports need to increase in order to meet demand by an upswing in U.S. production, said Robin West, chairman of PFC Energy. EIA forecasts that U.S. oil output is on track to pass Saudi Arabia as the world’s biggest producer of crude oil within seven years. “It’s a fairly short period of time, it’s a couple of years, before we effectively hit the wall,” said West during a recent conference. “That will start affecting price, which in turn will start affecting production.” From 2007 until now, the amount of oil imported into the United States has dropped. However, U.S. citizens may not like the idea of sending U.S. crude oil overseas, given the concern over pump prices, said David Goldwyn, president of Goldwyn Global Strategies LLC. “You’ve got to have an answer which is either it’s going to bring down the price at the pump by a dime if we let this happen or some other positive.”

Senate May Consider Keystone XL Pipeline Legislation
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (R-NV) indicated that the Senate may consider an amendment which would approve the Keystone XL pipeline when the Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness of 2013 (S. 761), commonly known as the “Shaheen-Portman” bill, hits the Senate floor this summer. Earlier this year, a non-binding amendment to approve the Keystone XL pipeline received 62 votes in the Senate. Reid and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) will need to agree on the number of amendments to be considered before Shaheen-Portman reaches the floor. PMAA will be looking at opportunities to include National Oilheat Research Alliance (NORA) (S. 913) reauthorization legislation to the bill.
Meanwhile, the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers’ released a report which projected that Canadian oil production could more than double by 2030, from 3.2 million bpd in 2012 to 6.7 million bpd by 2030. Tight oil production in Alberta has led to a resurgence in production which will reduce crude oil imports and increase exports to new markets.   
Mass. BP, Getty Station Owners' Fuel Deposits Gone (What a mess!)
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Attorney withdraws; plaintiffs decline to spend more money on Green Valley Oil suit 

BOSTON -- Dozens of BP and Getty gas station owners in Massachusetts are out more than $600,000 in security deposits, reported The Worcester Business Journal. The stations banded together last year to sue distributor Green Valley Oil (GVO), which has since gone out of business. As of this month, a judge has dismissed nearly every plaintiff after the group's attorney withdrew and the owners did not want to spend more money on the case.

The station owners' attorney, with the law firm LeClairRyan, officially withdrew from the case in March, according to the report, saying that many of the plaintiffs were not "fulfilling their duties."

GVO said that 10 affidavits filed with the lawsuit listed $378,000 worth of deposits. A separate court document filed by the station owners lists 17 stations and their security deposits, some as high as $50,000.

Because the station owners did not wish to invest more money in the case and missed deadlines to find new counsel, the judge dismissed them in batches, the most recent of which was this month and included the business of George Youssef, owner of Getty station Ashland Auto Service Center.

He told the newspaper that he has not seen any of his $28,000 deposit to GVO. He was one of a number of plaintiffs to file an affidavit in the suit, saying that contracted fuel deliveries from GVO were interrupted starting in January of 2012.

Youssef said that during the first half of 2012, he went for more than a month without gasoline, and when it did arrive, the prices were well above local area prices. He and some of the other plaintiffs said they were forced to close their pumps during shortages. They were contractually obligated not to purchase the fuel from other distributors.

Youssef is now on a one-year trial contract with a new distributor, which requires a $20,000 deposit, the report said. But the distributor is allowing him to pay in increments. He said he paid $5,000 up front and is paying $500 a month until he pays off the deposit.

In the suit filed last year, the station owners asked the court to award $1.4 million in damages. GVO countered that state law provided more time for it to repay the deposits, and its contracts with the owners did not hold it liable for circumstances beyond its control, such as its sublessor's bankruptcy.

Providence, R.I.-based GVO was subleasing 254 New England station properties from Getty Petroleum Marketing Inc. (GPMI), East Meadow, N.Y., which filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in December 2011. GPMI was, in turn, subleasing the properties directly from Getty Realty Corp., Jericho, N.Y.

Protecting Your Gas Dispensers From Skimmers

Over the past decade, identification thieves have been taking advantage of the widely available and easily copied universal keys that lock up most gasoline dispensers. They open the access door to the reader and attach a skimmer, which transmits credit and debit card data to their team. Usually, the theft is detected long after it can be traced to a compromised reader in a pump.

Skimmer teams used to hijack data by attaching readers to ATMs. But now, as one security consultant puts it, "Gas station pumps are far easier to tamper with than ATMs and [the attack is] more difficult to detect."

In response, some major gas dispenser manufacturers have developed new technological security measures that defend against skimming at the source. For instance, encrypted card readers can now be retrofitted into old dispensers and are available in new dispensers. Encryption of data at the reader makes the data unusable for skimming devices.

Additional high-level security devices are also built into newer pumps, including automatic shutdown and alarms that sound when doors are opened. As an added level of security, European-style EMV (Europay, MasterCard and Visa) card readers are available as well.

But, as we know, the battle goes on and there will likely be more technological challenges and defenses to come. As a more cost-effective response, a number of security lock companies have introduced easy-to-install retrofit kits that replace easily compromised universal locks. A high-security lock system should have a non-duplicatable key blank, millions of usable key combinations and a virtually pick- and drill-proof mechanism, with its key code registered exclusively to a customer. If you have any doubt about the persistence and scope of the skimmer challenge, and the potential for skimmer teams to strike anywhere without warning, just perform an Internet search on “gas dispenser skimming.” After you catch your breath, search “gas dispenser locks” to take the first step to keep your name out of the news and protect your customers’ data.

Rich Morahan is a consultant for Lock America. He frequently writes and conducts seminars about security issues for the information destruction, propane and self-storage industries. Morahan can be reached at rmwrite@comcast.net or www.rmorahan.com.
Big Oil Exiting Canadian Gas Station Business 

An annual survey reveals a continued drop in outlets operated by integrated refiner-marketers and a decrease in the number of retail fuel sites in Canada. 
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​ LONDON, Ontario – Canada’s gas stations are increasingly becoming divorced from the crude oil producing and refining sectors, according to a recent survey of Canada’s retail gasoline facilities by petroleum consultancy MJ Ervin & Associates.

The total number of retail gasoline stations in Canada stands at 12,285 as of December 31 or 3.5 gas stations for every 10,000 persons. These numbers represent a continuation of a downward trend since 1989, when more than 20,000 stations existed. 

“We have seen virtually no increase in the retail gasoline margin in over 25 years,” said Michael Ervin of MJ Ervin & Associates, in a press release. “Retail gas stations are no longer seen as a strategic asset for integrated oil companies,” since refiners typically have ongoing gasoline supply agreements with several third-party retail chains who themselves do not operate refineries.

Virginia, Maryland Stations Worried About Gas Border War

NATIONAL HARBOR, Md. -- Maryland residents in this and many other border towns may soon be crossing into Virginia for gas.

On July 1, Virginia's current 17.5-cents-per-gallon gas tax will be replaced with a smaller tax on the wholesale price of gasoline, causing a decline of approximately 6 cents at the pump, reported WAMU.

Meanwhile, Maryland will enact the first of three gas tax increases on the same date. Its gas tax will rise to 27.5 cents per gallon on July 1. According to AAA, the average price for a regular gallon of gas 13 cents cheaper than in Maryland. Once July 1 arrives, this disparity will grow even larger.

The expected gasoline border war has many station operators concerned. "For the [Maryland gas stations] along the border, it's going to be a cat fight just to stay in business. It will put some of them out of business," Kirk McCauley, head of government relations for the WDMA Service Station and Automotive Repair Association, a group that represents gas stations in Washington, D.C., Maryland and Delaware, told the news outlet.

Approximately 77,000 Virginians drive into Maryland for work every day. If Maryland gas stations lose just a fraction of those customers -- who decide to fuel up in Virginia instead the lost business could be catastrophic.

"They can cross the river and go over the bridge and save once this thing is in full force 36 to 48 cents per gallon just in taxes," Fazal Sirhandi, a Sunoco-branded gas station and convenience store owner, told WAMU.

The gas price disparity could widen more in the coming years. Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley signed the gas tax increase into law last year in an effort to raise $4.4 billion during the next six years. In addition to July's gas tax hike, the law states it will increase by another 8 cents in July 2015, with an additional 8-cent hike scheduled for 2016.

Modular refineries? Yes indeed! 

Unconventional thinking just might advance the U.S. energy boom and the nation’s economy despite all the conventional thinking that Washington deploys to stall it.
One reaches that opinion by taking a glimpse at what is occurring far away from the Beltway in N. Dakota of all places. By now you know that thanks to the Bakken shale formation, N. Dakota today produces more oil than any state except Texas. People are working and the only thing in shortage there is housing to accommodate the growth. That’s no blip on the radar screen; that fuel will be with us for many years. According to ND’s Dept. of Mineral Resources, they forecast that the state’s oil output will hit 850,000 barrels per day by early next year. And the most conservative analysts, according to Reuters, estimate that N. Dakota has at least a 50 year supply of oil which is accessible by fracking. 
Accessing that fuel and transporting it from more than 8,000 oil-producing wells takes fuel too. Diesel. Lots of it. But because the state has only one refinery, it imports more than half of the 53,000 barrels of diesel consumed each day that’s needed to extract the oil and move it. The daily need is projected to grow to 75,000 barrels a day by 2025, says Reuters. And N. Dakota has a novel solution to that problem:
MDU Resources Group http://investor.mdu.com/ and Calumet Specialty Products are designing a refinery that will be built by Ventech a company that specializes in building refineries in remote areas. 
But it’s not the kind of refinery you’re thinking of. What they’ve got in mind they expect will be fully operational and producing 8,000 bpd of diesel in 20 months. It’s a modular refinery. That makes it easier and faster to build and easier to take apart and move in the future if there’s a need to do so. Yes, it’s portable refinery. 
The officials in N. Dakota say they’ve got three new refinery proposals in the works. How refreshing is that?
With innovation like and the remarkable absence of red tape, perhaps there’s some versatility that could offer hope for California, Oregon, New York and maybe the Great Lakes too? 
Southwest Florida Is Prime Growth Target for 7-Eleven

DALLAS -- 7-Eleven Inc. continues its march across the Sunshine State, with plans to add approximately 40 convenience stores in a five-county region in Southwest Florida.

The Dallas-based retailer has already expanded in the area with 38 new 7-Eleven locations since 2011, according to a report by The News Press.

"We have specifically targeted Southwest Florida for growth because we see a real opportunity there," said Grant Distel, senior development director for 7-Eleven in Florida. "It is a very strong market, and our brand and our service is already well recognized." In a two-year span, 7-Eleven has expanded its Southwest Florida presence by partnering with franchise owners to convert other c-stores to the 7-Eleven brand, and by opening stores in more non-traditional locations, including those without fuel pumps. "Each of our stores is based on that specific site and we customize the merchandise for each store," Distel told the news outlet. For example, a store near a business center will feature a broader range of lunch options with sandwiches and fruit, while a store in a residential neighborhood will have more household goods and pet food. A beach store, on the other hand, will highlight snacks and drinks.

The stores range from 2,500 to 3,500 square feet and employ nine to 20 people each, he noted.

In addition to opening stores, 7-Eleven is looking to sell and convert about 50 existing, corporate-owned store to franchises.

The retailer's push into Florida began in late 2010 when 7-Eleven revealed plans to acquire ExxonMobil Corp.’s retail interests of 183 locations in South Florida. Included in that acquisition was a combination of company- and dealer-operated sites in Orlando, Southwest Florida, Palm Beach and Broward County. The deal also included five unused parcels of land.
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Speedway Picks Up Three '500 Express' Stations in Indiana

Platolene 500 says it is "no longer able to compete in this market" (Another bites the Dust)
TERRE HAUTE, Ind. -- Platolene 500 Inc., which operates two "500 Express" gas stations in Terre Haute, Ind., and one in Sullivan, Ind., notified customers last week that it is selling the stations and the business to Speedway LLC, reported The Tribune-Star.

"We anticipate the transition to Speedway operating the two locations in Terre Haute and one store in Sullivan to occur by June 2013," Henry T. Smith, Platolene 500 president, said in a letter obtained by the newspaper. "The gasoline business and times have changed to where 500 Express is no longer able to compete in this market," the letter said.

It also said that Platolene 500 credit cards will no longer be accepted for gasoline or in-store purchases after May 31.

Marathon Petroleum Corp. (MPC) subsidiary Speedway LLC, Enon, Ohio, owns and operates the nation's fourth-largest convenience store chain, with approximately 1,460 stores in seven states: Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, West Virginia and Wisconsin. MPC is based in Findlay, Ohio.

Brandon Daniels, communications manager for Marathon, could not comment on this specific purchase; however, he told the paper that Speedway and Marathon are always looking for new business opportunities. Speedway operates more than 300 locations in Indiana, he said.

Officials from 500 Express were not immediately available to comment further on the sale, added the paper.

"We would like to thank the loyal and valued customers, vendors and friends for the nearly 60 years Platolene 500 Inc. has enjoyed and cherished working with and serving the Terre Haute and Sullivan communities," Smith's letter concluded.

500 Platolene stations became 500 Express convenience stores in the mid-1990s, the report said. At the time, the company operated stations in Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky, according to the Tribune-Star.
More states target EV owners for tax revenue 
If you're one of the relatively few Americans driving an electric vehicle (EV) or hybrid, your purchase of gasoline has been minimal, and therefore, the federal and state fuel taxes you pay don't come close to covering the maintenance needed to cover the cost of highway infrastructure readily available to you. 
Many states are looking to increase that revenue because of the decline in federal gas taxes that was supposed to be earmarked for repairs to roads, bridges and the Interstate highway system.
EV owners have been immune from the cost but that's about to change. Washington State is assessing a $100 annual tax for residents driving certain electric vehicles (EVs), an effort to recoup some of the money lost to those who drive zero-emission vehicles. While the typical resident pays roughly $182 per year in state gas taxes, the EV owner is still better off, and that's an imbalance that some are trying to address. 
"EV drivers want to pay their fair share," said Jay Friedland, legislative director of Plug-In America. "We want the roads to be supported, but we're still in a phase of early adoption and there's a greater public good."
The advocacy group said a flat road tax is more equitable taxing all drivers equally, regardless of how it is powered. It’s an idea that is gaining momentum. According to the National Association of Convenience and Fuel Retailing, more states are looking to make sure that EV owners pay their fair share.
New Jersey State Sen. James Whelan has proposed a road tax that charges all drivers 0.00839 cents per mile driven, or roughly $100 for those who travel 12,000 per year. The idea is for the state to collect revenue from EV drivers without singling them out.
Virginia’s House Bill 2313 is also seeking revenue from EV drivers. The bill seeks to eliminate the $0.175/gallon tax in favor of a tax of 3.5% for gasoline and 6% for diesel fuel, and a $64 per year tax for EV, hybrids and alternate fuel vehicles. In addition to promoting a flat road tax, Plug-In America argues for a tax that is based on vehicle miles traveled plus a vehicle’s weight, and that incentives should be enacted to motivate EV adoption. 
"Washington State is the shining non-beacon," Friedland said. Meanwhile, Arizona, Michigan, Oregon and Texas, are proposing similar legislation. Of course, nobody has mentioned that for many EV owners, the federal tax credit they received, paid for by all of us, and already subsidized their vehicle purchase. Why the preferential treatment? 

Two South Jersey Franchisees Sue 7-Eleven 

Claim chain not keeping up with competition in their markets 

CHERRY HILL, N.J. -- Two southern New Jersey 7-Eleven franchisees have sued the Dallas-based convenience store chain in federal court for allegedly failing to keep up with the competition Wawa, reported The Courier-Post.

Sam Younes, of Cherry Hill, N.J., and Tamer Atalla, of Cape May, N.J., allege 7-Eleven has "failed to change its stores, products and marketing despite the ever-changing market and the expectations of consumers," said the report, citing court documents.

They also allege that sales and profits have fallen "due to the competition, and the lack of a response by 7-Eleven."

Younes owns two 7-Elevens in Cherry Hill and one in Pitman, N.J. Atalla's store is in Cape May County.

An attorney for the c-store chain, Kimberly Lippman of Cherry Hill, declined to comment for the newspaper on the suit, which is pending in Camden federal court. 7-Eleven Inc. has asked for the lawsuit's dismissal, saying it was not properly served with legal papers.

7-Eleven said, "We will decline commenting because this matter is in litigation, and the comments made in the news article are no more than allegations." 7-Eleven is not dominant in the franchisees' local markets, said the report.

7-Eleven operates franchises or licenses approximately 8,200 stores in the United States, more than10, 000 7-Eleven stores in North America and about 50,000 stores globally. But the retailer does not have a significant presence in southern New Jersey.

The lawsuit says that Wawa, Pa.-based competitor Wawa Inc. has 595 stores in the Mid-Atlantic region (Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia) and Florida. "The convenience store business in southern New Jersey area has become dominated by a competitor of 7-Eleven," the suit said, most likely referring to Wawa.

Younes and Atalla, who each paid franchisee fees of about $100,000 to $150,000, allege that 7-Eleven is seeking to create conditions so hostile that the store operators will end their relationship with 7-Eleven, which would allow it to sell new franchises, the lawsuit adds. Among other complaints, the franchisees allege that they are not allowed to adjust the sound of TV ads or the temperature inside their stores. They also contend that 7-Eleven is slow to perform maintenance, particularly for small or low-grossing stores. Younes and Atalla are seeking compensation for lost profits, punitive damages and legal expenses.
7-Eleven Sues Franchisee for Fraud

Franchise operators allegedly steal hundreds of thousands in unreported transactions.

7-Eleven and TSC Lending Group have sued 7-Eleven franchisees Balraj Chopra, his wife Neelam Chopra and Chopra Holdings Inc., for allegedly committing RICO fraud, breach of contract, unfair competition and trademark infringement, noted CourtHouse News Service. 
7-Eleven sought $500,000 in damages through the lawsuit, as well as an order that the defendants vacate their stores and deliver possession of their stores to 7-Eleven. The Chopras, of Granada Hills, ran three 7-Eleven stores, in Southern California, including in Sepulveda, Van Nuys and San Fernando.

The suit claimed the Chopras ran a “cash business,” stealing hundreds of thousands of dollars by making false entries in the cash register when customers bought merchandise with cash. The false entries, which included using non-sale cash register keys, masked the actual sales transactions, allowing defendants to keep the cash for themselves, the complaint states, CourtHouse News Service reported. The fraud was discovered thanks to the excessive use of these register keys in the stores’ electronic journals.

“The essence of the schemes was to utilize various devices to affect unreported merchandise sales, the proceeds of which were used to pay for merchandise in cash, for purchases which were not reported to 7-Eleven, with the significant balance going into the pockets of defendants and their co-conspirators,” 7-Eleven stated in the complaint. The Chopras allegedly then used the unreported cash they got from customers to buy more inventory, which they failed to report to 7-Eleven.

“By way of example only, a review of the stores’ transactions during the 10-month period May 1, 2011 through Feb. 28, 2012, show that reported purchases exceeded reported sales in multiple categories, such as non-carbonated beverages, candy, health and beauty care (HABC), and tobacco, by more than $28,000. Inasmuch as merchandise does not multiply by itself on the shelves, the explanation for this significant discrepancy cannot be benign,” the complaint stated

“During the same time period, defendants’ reported sales in certain categories of merchandise at the stores have been significantly less (by more than $100,000) than reported purchases, and the magnitude of these shortages cannot be explained by employee or customer theft,” said 7-Eleven as quoted by CourtHouse News Service. 

7-Eleven terminated the Chopras’ franchise agreements and demanded that they return the stores and all property in them, but the Chopras refused to vacate and surrender the formerly franchised 7-Eleven stores. Defendants also continue to use 7-Eleven’s trade names, trademarks, service marks and trade dress, the complaint stated. Update: A settlement was reached on June 6, and the lawsuit was dismissed. Details of the settlement were not disclosed.
Feds Raid 14 7-Eleven Stores

DALLAS -- Federal authorities seized 14 7-Eleven Inc. stores in Long Island and Virginia today, charging nine owners and managers of harboring and hiring illegal immigrants and paying them using fake social security numbers.

Prosecutors are seeking $30 million in forfeiture from the stores and their Dallas-based corporate parent, according to media reports.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents and federal prosecutors in Brooklyn, N.Y., are also investigating 40 other 7-Eleven franchises in New York City and elsewhere, the New York Times reported.

The nine owners and managers were indicted on wire fraud and aggravated identify theft charges, stemming from payment to employees who were illegal immigrants using the social security numbers of children and the dead, authorities told the Times. Eight of the owners and managers were arrested as of 9 a.m., with five located in New York State and three in Virginia. One was still being sought.

The alleged illegal conduct has gone on since at least 2000, federal authorities claim.

"Today, the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Brooklyn announced it had filed two indictments related to alleged wrongdoing by independent 7-Eleven franchisees," 7-Eleven wrote in a statement, "7-Eleven Inc. has cooperated with the government’s investigation. All of our franchise owners must operate their stores in accordance with laws and the 7-Eleven franchise agreement. 7-Eleven Inc. will take aggressive actions to audit the employment status of all its franchisees’ employees. 7-Eleven Inc. is taking steps to assume corporate operation of the stores involved in this action so we can continue to serve our guests. We continue to cooperate with federal authorities in this matter."
Authorities are investigating an additional 26 7-Eleven locations for similar acts. These stores are located in Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York.
U.K. Retailers Sacrifice Pay to Keep Stores Open 

More than half of U.K. shop owners said they earn less than the minimum wage, when factoring hours worked and take-home pay. 
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​FARNBOROUGH, ENGLAND – The Association of Convenience Stores recently revealed that convenience store owners in England are sacrificing their own wages to keep their stores open and pay staff.

According to the Voice of Local Shops Survey, 55% of shop owners said they believe that they earn less than the minimum wage from their business (roughly $9.75 U.S.), while more than two-thirds (69%) of independent retailers believe they earn less per hour than the living wage (approximately $11.72 U.S. per hour). 

Meanwhile, the ACS Local Shop Report noted that shop owners are struggling to keep their stores afloat, with 60% working more than 50 hours a week.

“We already know that retailers are some of the hardest working professionals in the UK, but we didn’t know the shocking extent to which their budgets are squeezed to make ends meet,” said ACS CEO James Lowman. “Rising business rate bills, energy costs and increasing competition from small format supermarkets are all contributing factors to the figures that we have published today.”

CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing
 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
[image: image25.jpg]MEADOWBROOK

INSURANCE GROUP,




AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.
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AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 
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  General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc. money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.
Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Health Insurance
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For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
For information Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
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We would like to make you aware that Insurance Office of America (IOA) owns a subsidiary called Payroll Office of America (POA). POA offers state-of-the art payroll, tax and HRIS system solutions. They are a full service company providing all the same services as other national providers. Contact Cindy Antor @ (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.

Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   

Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     
If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
Schiffkey Consultants Inc.
Jerrold Schiff
Land: (407) 772-2081 Mobile: (407) 619-8441

mailto:jerrold@schiffkey.com
http://www.schiffkey.com
Computer Virus Removal - Web site hosting - Web site SEM SEO 

http://www.schiffkey.com

Don't get mad - get HELP ! 
Computer Virus Removal
Computer Repair Orlando 

HOUSE CALLS - 7 days a week 

Panic Popups Porn Spam
Computer runs slowly or freezes? 
Satisfaction guarantee or your viruses cheerfully refunded 

Web Site Hosting
Web Site Search Engine Optimization
see existing customers - quick - fast - seo - sem - great results ! 

- fast - seo - sem - great results ! 
AMSOIL Dealership Opportunities

Synthetic motor oil is the fastest growing area of the "do it for me" market, and AMSOIL has a great product line for your customers. 

Whether you are buying AMSOIL for yourself, your garage or to become an independent dealer, I am here to help you!

Jerrold Schiff

http://www.oilfl.com 407-619-8441
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






(407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                           Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Meadowbrook 

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)  @            (800) 726-9006                                                                                           

*Health Insurance contact Curtis Colbert
               (239)-980-1291 cell
*Property & Casualty Liability Curtis Colbert                                               (239)-980-1291 cell                                                                         

*Underground Storage Tank Insurance Curtis Colbert                                (239)-980-1291 cell                                                             
*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

   (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard           Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*RPM Inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing  Bill Page
                 (727) 443-1442   (800) 398-0987 

*AFLAC Contact Randy Webber 

     (407) 908-4262

*Payroll Cindy Antor
                 (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth  

561-756-5203 
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members

Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays
Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".
Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 
contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 
‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’
 With Unique Special Angels of all Ages




Cast: 



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Pat Cavanaugh
Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (321) 948-4998 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more. 

$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














