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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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2013 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 75 times from 1st of year to date.
State Department Reports on Keystone Pipeline's Impact 
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A draft government report reveals that the Keystone XL pipeline project is environmentally sound. 
Page Content

WASHINGTON - The U.S. State Department released a draft supplemental environmental impact (SEIS) assessment of the Keystone XL pipeline Friday afternoon, suggesting that the project will not have a huge impact on the environment, reports the Washington Post.
From the report: "Based on information and analysis about the North American crude transport infrastructure (particularly the proven ability of rail to transport substantial quantities of crude oil profitably under current market conditions, and to add capacity relatively rapidly) and the global crude oil market, the draft Supplemental EIS concludes that approval or denial of the proposed Project is unlikely to have a substantial impact on the rate of development in the oil sands, or on the amount of heavy crude oil refined in the Gulf Coast area."
The State Department analysis, notes the Post, does not give environmental groups the answers they had hoped for regarding the Keystone projects climate impact. 
The nearly 2,000-page report "questions one of the strongest arguments for the pipeline," which is whether the U.S. could meet its energy needs over the next 10 years without it. The report suggests that the U.S. can: "The growth in rail transport of oil from western Canada and the Bakken Formation on the Great Plains and other pipelines, the analysis says, could meet the country’s energy needs for the next decade, even if Keystone XL never gets built," writes the Post. 
American Petroleum Institute Executive Vice President Marty Durbin welcomed the State Department SEIS: "The latest impact statement from the State Department puts this important, job-creating project one step closer to reality. Nebraska has finished its final Keystone XL assessment and the governor has given it his full support. The last approval needed is by President Obama, and we urge him to do so as soon as possible."
A 45-day public comment period is now underway. President Obama will make a decision, likely this summer, whether to grant TransCanada the permit it needs for the pipeline to connect Alberta’s oil sands to Gulf Coast refineries.
House Committee Holds Hearing to Expedite Keystone XL Pipeline 

The House Subcommittee on Energy and Power, Chaired by Congressman Ed Whitfield (R-KY), held another hearing regarding legislation which would approve construction of the Keystone XL pipeline without the President’s consent. The legislation known as the “Northern Route Approval Act” (H.R. 3) will also limit litigation aimed to delay the construction process. H.R. 3 already has 99 bipartisan House cosponsors. Approval of the Keystone XL pipeline would greatly enhance America’s energy security. 
Testifying before the Subcommittee was David Mallino of the Laborers’ International Union of North America; Alex Pourbaix, President of Energy and Oil Pipelines at TransCanada; Anthony Swift, Natural Resources Defense Council; Keith Stelter, President Delta Industrial Valves; and Dr. Mark Jaccard Professor and Research Director Simon Fraser University. Mr. Mallino argued that the pipeline will create thousands of jobs for union workers and will be a boom to the economy while Mr. Pourbaix noted that the oil sands will be developed whether the pipeline is approved or not potentially allowing China to be the beneficiary. Additionally, pipeline proponents argue that if the President rejects the pipeline, Canadian oil sands will be shipped via rail anyway which carries a higher CO2 emissions rate. Therefore, the environmentally friendly avenue the President can take is to approve the Keystone XL pipeline. A decision by the Obama Administration is expected sometime this summer. In the meantime, the House Energy and Power Subcommittee will take up H.R. 3. It’s expected to receive bipartisan support.     
Canadian officials in D.C. to push Keystone closer to approval 

Are we finally moving closer to approval of the Keystone XL Pipeline?
Alberta Premier Alison Redford must certainly hope so as she is in Washington DC this week to meet with American lawmakers. Her three-day trip with Minister of International and Intergovernmental Relations Cal Dallas and Minister of Environment and Sustainable Resource Development Diana McQueen is Redford's fourth visit in the past 18 months to the U.S. capital.
According to Canada's Sun News Network, Dallas said the team plans to highlight Alberta's environmental record and clean technology development. Specifically, they will discuss Alberta's investments in carbon capture and its $312-million clean technology fund.  "It's quite clear that the type of technology and the safety considerations that have been agreed to in the application with respect to the Keystone are at the highest standard of any pipeline that would have been generated in the United States," said Dallas, who hosted Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper on a tour of Alberta's oilsands last month. "So I think the broader discussion is around the oilsands' greenhouse gas emissions and environmental considerations, and then also there's obviously a discussion about the importance of the economic activity that results from this type of a project."
Of crictical importance for Congress is a point concerning the impact on the U.S. economy. Dallas said about 90 cents of every dollar ends up back in the U.S. economy when the U.S. buys oil from Canada. "That really sharply contrasts with, for example, Saudi Arabia where it would be 33 cents, and Venezuela where it would be 46 cents," he said.
Exxon quarterly profit up slightly

Exxon Mobil Corp said its quarterly profit edged up.

Earnings per share topped Wall Street expectations but the gains largely came after a big stock buyback that reduced the number of outstanding shares by 5 percent.

First-quarter profit for the world's largest publicly traded oil company totaled $9.5 billion, compared with $9.45 billion a year earlier.
Hess Highlights Strong 2013 Q1 Financials in New Letter to Shareholders

"On April 24, Hess reported strong [2013 fiscal] first-quarter results," the letter reads. "These results demonstrate our continuing momentum, which is being driven by our transformation to a pure-play exploration and production (E&P) company."

Specifically, Hess earned a net profit of $1.276 billion in its latest quarter vs. $545 million in the year-ago period. It also authorized a $4 billion share repurchase program.

As part of its transformation into an E&P company, Hess plans to sell the 1,361 convenience stores and gas stations it owned as of Dec. 31. The company has offered no other details about such transactions except to note the "sales process is well underway."

Maryland next to see gas tax jump? 
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Motorists in Maryland may be paying more for gasoline, and this time it’s not the oil industry that can be blamed, but Uncle Sam.
According to the Washington Times, the Maryland House approved a proposal that would increase the tax on gasoline sold in the state 4 cents per gallon starting in July, and by another 8 cents in July 2015, and if that wasn't enough, yet another 8 cents by July 2016. The new tax is expected to bring in over $800 million per year to transportation budgets.
The new tax would essentially double the current gasoline tax, adding 13 to 20 cents per gallon to the cost of retail gasoline. Nearby neighbor Virginia has given the green light to a different form of increasing revenue, opting to drop the 17.5 cent per gallon gasoline tax and raising the general sales tax on nearly every product.
With the two going in completely opposite directions, it will certainly be interesting to see if motorists start crossing borders to take advantage of any tax savings from Virginia as they drop their gasoline tax.
Every state in the nation has a gasoline tax with the revenue funding nearly 40% of transportation costs but many states have looked for solutions as construction costs rise and states deal with a lack of revenue as declining gasoline sales rob them of needed transportation dollars. New Hampshire, Michigan, and Massachusetts are all looking at budgets that factor in some form of higher gasoline tax, according to the National Association of Convenience Stores.
General Motors Calls for Natural Gas Station Network 
Daniel Akerson, chairman and CEO, said the car company is building more natural-gas vehicles, but that more infrastructure is needed throughout the country.

HOUSTON – General Motors’ CEO wants you to know his company is serious about producing natural gas vehicles, but that more needs to be done to grow the fueling infrastructure, the Houston Chronicle reports.

GM Chairman and CEO Daniel Akerson said during an address at an energy conference that GM is turning out more natural gas-fueled vehicles, which means there is a need for more natural gas stations in the United States. He envisions a national panel that would develop a long-term energy plan with natural gas as its foundation.

“Everywhere you look, there's an opportunity to seize the energy high ground,” he said, calling on the president to cobble together a commission to come up with the energy plan. “There's a clear need and it has long-term impact on many levels,” he said.

Akerson joined a growing number of experts and industry analysts requesting more natural gas fueling stations in order to expand the number of natural gas-fueled vehicles on the road. Already, more gasoline stations are adding compressed natural gas pumps to their forecourts, such as Kwik Trip, Stripes and Flying J. ​
Florida Bill Allows Gas Stations to Offer Pure Gasoline 

The measure would amend the Florida Renewable Fuel Standard to remove the requirement that all gas has some ethanol. 
Page Content

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – Florida lawmakers are considering a bill that would let gasoline stations sell ethanol-free gasoline, WJHG-TV reports. The proposal sponsored by state Reps. Matt Gaetz and Keith Perry would specifically overturn part of the Florida Renewable Fuel Standard Act that requires all gasoline for sale in the Sunshine State to have ethanol. 

It’s a change embraced by Florida residents who are concerned about damage to small engine equipment, such as lawnmowers and weed whackers. “[Ethanol-gasoline] does some bad things like attract moisture and causes corrosion,” said Trey Trzeciak, who manages Callaway Lawn Equipment. He estimates that as much as 70% of his repair business is related to damage caused by gasoline with ethanol. 

The bill has been approved by the House Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities Committee, while the House Energy and Utilities Subcommittee passed an identical bill in February and the Regulatory Affairs Committee did the same. The bill has to pass the full House and Senate before going before Gov. Rick Scott. If approved at all levels and signed by Scott, the bill would take effect July 1.

EIA: Average Summer Gas Prices Will Be Slightly Lower Than in 2012

Expects West Coast to be 26 cents higher than average, Gulf Coast 16 cents lower 

WASHINGTON-- The retail price for regular gasoline is expected to be slightly below average prices over the last two summers, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration's Short-Term Energy Outlook. The forecast reflects a small decline in crude oil prices and expected gasoline consumption, as well as higher gasoline inventory levels.

Crude oil prices which account for two-thirds of the price of gasoline at the pump are expected to be lower, and thus the main contributor for less-expensive gasoline during the driving season (April through September). The average price of Brent crude oil, a benchmark price closely related to the U.S. wholesale gasoline price, is expected to average per barrel this summer, down about $1.50 from last summer.

The steady drawdown of gasoline inventories seen throughout last summer is not expected to be repeated this summer. Instead, U.S. gasoline inventories are forecast to stabilize by the middle of summer, and end the driving season at almost 210 million barrels, about 8.8 million barrels higher than last summer and 1.7 million barrels above the five-year average.

Other major characteristics of the 2013 summer gasoline market forecast include:

Gasoline consumption is expected to be down 20,000 barrels per day (down 0.2%), as a 0.3% rise in highway travel is more than offset by improvements in vehicle fuel efficiency. Gasoline production may increase by 20,000 barrels per day (0.3%). Net imports of gasoline are expected to be 1.1% lower than in 2012.

ExxonMobil Liable Over Mandated MTBE

Must pay New Hampshire $236 million for groundwater contamination despite Clean Air Act 

CONCORD, N.H. -- A jury found Exxon Mobil Corp. liable in a long-running lawsuit over groundwater contamination by the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), and ordered the oil company to pay $236 million to New Hampshire to clean it up, reported the Associated Press.

Each side spent time during the trial bashing their opponents' expert witnesses, accusing each other of exaggeration and painting different pictures of the extent of MTBE contamination in New Hampshire's drinking water, said AP.

The jurors reached their verdicts in less than 90 minutes, after sitting through nearly three months of testimony in the longest state trial in New Hampshire history.

"We appreciate the jurors' service during this long trial, but erroneous rulings prevented them from hearing all the evidence and deprived us of a fair trial," ExxonMobil lawyer David Lender told the news agency.

Jurors found that ExxonMobil was negligent in adding MTBE to its gasoline and that it was a defective product. They also found ExxonMobil liable for failing to warn distributors and consumers of the product about its contaminating characteristics.

The jury determined that the hazards of using MTBE gasoline were not obvious to state officials, who opted into the reformulated gasoline (RFG) program in 1991 to help reduce smog in the state's four southernmost counties.

The state said more than 600 wells in New Hampshire are known to be contaminated with MTBE, and an expert witness estimated the number could exceed 5,000. Jessica Grant, representing the state, said ExxonMobil should pay $236 million to offset the state's cost to monitor and treat wells contaminated with MTBE.

Politicians Take Up Cause of Getty Operators 

Urge Getty Realty, distributors to negotiate better terms with stations to avoid strike 

NEW YORK -- Seeking to avoid a strike by hundreds of gas station operators, politicians have intervened in a dispute between Getty gasoline distributors and the station operators, who are fighting for higher compensation, reported The Wall Street Journal.

U.S. Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.), who represents parts of Manhattan and Brooklyn, sent a letter to Getty Realty Corp. the landlord for hundreds of Getty stations and four of Getty's gasoline distributors, urging the companies to negotiate better terms with operators.

The biggest grievance of the operators: the 6.5 cents commission they earn on each gallon of gasoline they sell has not changed in 15 years and is not enough, they say, to cover basic expenses like rent, licensing permits and wages. The operators are asking that their commissions be raised to 15 cents for each gallon sold. They also want their leases extended to three to five years rather than the month-to-month terms that began last year.

Domenic M. Recchia Jr."The stagnation in their compensation has placed these businesses, many of which are small and family-owned, at a crippling disadvantage with their competitors who receive 15 and 35 cents per gallon from other dealers," said the March 6 letter cited by the newspaper. 5 local and state elected officials signed the letter.

Recchia said that if the distributors do not meet with the operators soon, he will consider seeking ways to force the businesses to the negotiating table.

"The big oil companies [are] taking advantage of the little mom-and-pop gas station owners who work day in and day out selling gas and are not being compensated," Recchia, who represents southern Brooklyn, told the Journal.

Last month, the Getty operators in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania staged a three-day strike during which they refused to sell gasoline in protest of their commission and short lease terms. They called off the strike on the request from politicians who feared the strikes would lead to the type of fuel shortages that occurred during superstorm Sandy.

In response, some operators said some of the distributors threatened to evict them, although the politicians have asked the distributors to suspend any possible evictions. The operators said they pay out of pocket for property repairs that they say are supposed to be shouldered by the landlords.

GPMI filed for bankruptcy in 2011. Since then, Getty Realty has replaced its former tenant with several new distributors who sublet to the small operators. Lease terms for the station operators became month-to-month during the bankruptcy restructuring. Louis Lombardo, a spokesperson for the Petroleum Dealers Group, told the paper that the situation for the Getty operators has become dire. Small operators that have managed their stations for decades "could lose everything".

Beavers help contain fuel spill, recover slowly
6 beavers at Willard Bay help contain fuel spill, make progress at rehabilitation center

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Talk about unlikely heroes. 

A group of at least six beavers at a Utah bird refuge have emerged as key players in helping contain a fuel leak that left half of them with severe burns. The Chevron Corp. fuel spill leaked about 27,000 gallons of crude oil into soil and marshes at Willard Bay State Park last week after a split in a Salt Lake City-to- Spokane, Wash. pipeline. 

The beavers' dam blocked a hefty portion of diesel from rolling onto the bay, though it's uncertain exactly how much, officials said. Three of the beavers were rescued earlier this week, and three more that were rescued Tuesday night are being cared for under a Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Northern Utah program. 

"That dam absolutely saved the bay," said Dalyn Erickson, a wildlife specialist running the program. The dam held fuel in place and kept it from going any further, she said. 

The beavers that were part of the group rescued Tuesday night had burns on their skin and eyes, and only patches of fur left on their bodies. Erickson said she worries that some of the newly rescued beavers might not survive the fallout from the spill. It's unknown whether any other beavers might remain near the fuel leak site and have yet to be rescued, officials said. 

One of the new beavers, a head-strong mother, is resisting the three-a-day cleanings with Dawn dish soap. So Erickson and other workers had to sedate her. Workers brought in more than 40 large bottles of the soap to scrub the beavers clean during their hour-long baths. 

The three animals rescued earlier in the week arrived at the center slicked with fuel but burn-free. They now show signs of recovery, Erickson said. For example, they're rubbing their bellies in an effort to groom themselves. One of them can't stop eating, Erickson says, a sign that he's getting stronger. Another is breathing gustily because the diesel burnt his nostrils. The last one is still exhausted, dozing off during bath time. 

Convenience Store Sales Topped $700 Billion in 2012

In-store sales reach record $199.3 billion; motor fuels sales hit record $501 billion 

CHICAGO -- The convenience store industry had record sales of $700.3 billion in 2012, with in-store sales increasing 2.2% to reach a record $199.3 billion and motor fuels sales increasing 2.9% to a record $501 billion. The industry's 2012 numbers were announced at the NACS State of the Industry Summit, a two-day conference that reviews and analyzes the industry's key economic indicators.

The industry's overall sales reflected real growth per store, with sales outpacing the 0.7% increase in c-stores in 2012, according to the Nielsen Convenience Industry Store Count released in January 2012. The U.S. c-store count increased to a record 149,220 stores as of Dec. 31, 2012.

In-store sales growth was driven by double-digit sales gains in several subcategories: alternative snacks, which include meat snacks and health, energy and protein bars (12.2%), liquor, a relatively small subcategory (11.6%), cold dispensed beverages (11.3%) and sweet snacks (10.3%).

Beyond sales, c-stores are an important part of the economy. They employed 1.84 million people and generated $171 billion in federal, state and local taxes in 2012. Overall, c-stores sales represent 4.5% or one out of every 22 dollars--of the entire $15.68 trillion U.S. gross domestic product and providing fast, one-stop shopping to consumers, whether they are on the road or in their communities."

7-Eleven Selling Sites in Six States

Pruning 139 sites that don't match model in Texas, Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Utah, Wisconsin 

DALLAS -- Citing the fact that the stores do not fit its business model, 7-Eleven Inc. said that it is selling 139 gas stations and convenience stores in Texas, Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Utah and Wisconsin.

In announcing the sale, Robbie Radant, 7-Eleven vice president of mergers and acquisitions, said, "There are some terrific properties in this package that simply don't fit 7-Eleven's business model. All of these stores were part of the more than 1,000 sites we've acquired in the past three years and should provide great opportunities for the right buyers."

The stores don't mesh with 7-Eleven's strategy for "a variety of reasons," company spokesperson Margaret Chabris said. "For example, they may be too far away from the bulk of our stores in that state or not convenient for daily delivery of fresh foods."

83 of the locations are in Texas, 31 in Florida, 11 in Ohio, eight in Pennsylvania, five in Utah and one in Wisconsin.

Of the 31 Florida sites, 12 are located in South Florida, 12 are located in the Orlando area, five are located in the Fort Myers area and two are located in Sarasota. All sites are being sold without 7-Eleven branding. Most sites are being offered for sale with fuel supply, which will be provided by SEI Fuels Inc.

7-Eleven has retained NRC Realty & Capital Advisors LLC to conduct the sale. It is anticipated that the sale will be launched on April 24. The properties will be sold using NRC's "buy one, some or all" sealed-bid sale process.

Additional details about all properties will be available on the NRC website, and a brochure will be available for download. Property-specific packages (PSP) will be available in mid to late May, with a bid deadline of June 27, 2013. Interested parties may view a complete site list and register online for sale updates at www.NRC.com/1305, or by calling the NRC Customer Service Center at (800) 747-3342, extension 1305.

"These properties are located in major metropolitan areas in Texas and other prime markets. This sale will provide great opportunities for others already operating in these markets as well as for those looking to enter them," said Dennis Ruben, executive managing director of NRC.

Chicago-based NRC provides a full array of real-estate and financial advisory services to the convenience store and petroleum industries and specializes in the accelerated sale of commercial and residential real estate. Its experience in the c-store arena includes portfolio evaluation and analysis; refinancing, recapitalization and sale-leaseback financing options; and merger and acquisition advisory services.

Dallas-based 7-Eleven operates, franchises, or licenses approximately 10,000 7-Eleven stores in North America. Globally, there are some 50,000 7-Eleven stores in 16 countries. During 2011, 7-Eleven stores worldwide generated total sales of more than $76.6 billion.

Schnucks Credit and Debit Card Breach Exposes 2.4 Million Cards

The breach occurred as card data awaited approval from the card processor.

ST. LOUIS – Schnuck Markets revealed earlier this week that a security breach at its stores compromised up to 2.4 million credit and debit cards as customer data was on its way to the card processor, St. Louis Business Journal reports.

Hackers had installed malicious software into the grocer’s processing equipment according to Lori Willis, the company’s director of communications.

Schnucks officials said 79 out of 100 stores were compromised from December 1 through March 31. The breach involved card numbers and expiration dates, but not customer names or addresses. 

On March 15, Schnucks learned that 12 cards had been compromised. After launching an investigation, it announced March 30 that the breach was “found and contained.” 

Already, the grocer has been hit with two lawsuits over the breach.

CarMD says hybrid repair bills decrease; regular car repairs increase 

Good news for bybrid owners, without a doubt. But when you see why average cost of hybrid repair went down a bit, it may not be enough to compel you to shop for one... 
According to CarMD, their recent nationwide survey of car repair bills has found the average cost to fix regular cars has gone up for the first time in six years, while hybrid car repair costs actually decreased. 
CarMD found hybrids experienced a decrease in average cost of repairs. “The most expensive repair in 2011 was ‘replace hybrid inverter assembly’ at $4,098, which decreased by nearly 5 percent in 2012,” wrote CarMD’s researchers. “Hybrid repairs no longer hold the top spot, which is now ‘Replace Transmission Assembly and Reprogram Electronic Control Module’ at more than $5,400.” 
This result was released based on analysis made for the time period of Jan. 1, 2012 through Dec. 31, 2012 and it surveyed repairs made by 161,000 ASE-certified technicians. 
According to hybridcars.com, it is believed a prime reason hybrids’ stats improved is there are simply many more hybrids on the road. 2011 saw 268,807 hybrids sold in the U.S., 2010 saw 274,763 hybrids sold, 2009 saw 290,272, and 2008 – a year of alarming gas price spikes – saw 314,271 U.S. hybrids sold.
So the rate has been over a quarter million hybrid sales per year for the past several years. Another reason hybrid repair costs are believed to have dropped is the number of technicians qualified to repair them has increased, as has the number of suppliers of hybrid-specific parts.
As for regular vehicles, contributors to cost increases include the fact more people are hanging on to their vehicles longer. The average age is now over 11 years, and this leads to a higher incidence of “catastrophic” or major repairs which spiked 24 percent in 2012. Also a culprit for higher repair costs mentioned was record heat in regions in 2012. 
The researchers also found more vehicle owners are making minor repairs themselves, keeping their cars out of the shop. And, newer cars are making fewer trips to the shop, indicating an increase in reliability. 
$3.44 Is 'Too High' Mark for Many Motorists

AAA's new consumer index pegs gas-price breaking point 

WASHINGTON -- Half of U.S. adults consider gasoline prices to be "too high" when it reaches $3.44 per gallon, indicating a potential breaking point on prices, according to a new consumer price index developed by AAA. Approximately two-thirds of Americans (62%) are offsetting high gasoline prices by changing their driving habits or lifestyle.

"It was not long ago that motorists were shocked to pay more than $3 per gallon for gasoline, but now that is standard at stations nationwide," said Robert L. Darbelnet, AAA president and CEO. "Today's average consumer feels a breaking point on high gas prices closer to $3.50 per gallon, and expensive prices have forced many motorists to change their driving habits."

AAA's gasoline-price index tracks consumer attitudes by determining at what price the cost of gasoline becomes too high. The results from the open-ended survey demonstrate how attitudes can be expected to change as prices rise above significant milestones:

46% believe gasoline is too high when the price reaches $3 per gallon.

61% believe gasoline is too high when the price reaches $3.50 per gallon.

90% believe gasoline is too high when the price reaches $4 per gallon.

"It is possible there is a new normal in terms of consumer attitudes now that gas prices have remained above $3 per gallon for more than two years," Darbelnet said. "Most people have resigned themselves to paying higher gas prices and are cutting back on driving, shopping and dining out to save money."

Consumers report changing their driving habits or lifestyle in a number of ways to offset recent gasoline prices, including:

Driving less: 86%.

Reducing shopping or dining out: 71%.

Driving a more fuel efficient car: 54%.

Delaying major purchases: 53%.

Working closer to home: 39%.

Carpooling: 33%.

Using public transportation more regularly: 15%.

Other: 18%.

Grocery Prices Growing in 2013

Consumer Spending Analysis from The Food Institute shows food cost trends to impact consumers this year.

Feeding a family of four at home will cost about $4 more each week this year than in 2012, according to The Food Institute. Meanwhile, away-from-home food spending is projected to raise about $2.40 each week.

 Nearly a quarter of that projected increase in retail food prices will come from the meat case, for which prices are seen rising almost one dollar per week from 2012 levels. As a result, overall expenditures for food-at-home are forecast to total about $108 per week this year for a U.S. household of four.

 “Information about where food costs and expenditures may be headed is valuable for our 1,700 members and the entire food industry, for their marketing and growth strategies,” commented Food Institute President and CEO Brian Todd. “U.S. consumers should be aware that even with increased food inflation, U.S. food costs as a percent of overall annual expenditures continue to make up only about 7.7% of their total spending—the smallest among almost all nations.”

 These projections are derived from analysis of statistics in The Food Institute’s soon to be released Demographics of Consumer Food Spending and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s monthly food price outlook. Food category price projections will be available to Food Institute members. 

Florida moves closer to ban texting while driving 
Text messaging is banned for all drivers in 39 states and the District of Columbia, according to the Virginia-based Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), and Florida politicos are now taking action since they don't want to appear inept on issues effecting drivers, kids and safety. 
According to Reuters, the Florida Senate voted unanimously to ban texting while driving, sending the proposal to the state's House of Representatives where approval is expected. 
But don't expect any real impact on safety. The bill would make texting only a "secondary violation," meaning a police officer would have to see a driver doing something else wrong to pull anyone over. 
Florida is one of only five U.S. states that does not currently have any restrictions on texting behind the wheel despite the fact that nearly 90 percent of Floridians support a ban. 
If the law is passed, a first offense would carry a $30 fine and a second or additional texting incident within five years would be double the fine and add three points against a driver's license. A driver who accumulates 12 points in 12 months would face a 30-day suspension of his license.

CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing
 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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PAYROLL OFFICE OF AMERICA





AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.
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  General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc. money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.
Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Health Insurance
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For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
For information Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.
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We would like to make you aware that Insurance Office of America (IOA) owns a subsidiary called Payroll Office of America (POA). POA offers state-of-the art payroll, tax and HRIS system solutions. They are a full service company providing all the same services as other national providers. Contact Cindy Antor @ (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
[image: image29.jpg]MEADOWBROOK

INSURANCE GROUP,




                            AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com
S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   

Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________
Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     
If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
CLEANFUELS NATIONAL 

Underground Storage Tanks Service and Sales 

Equipment Problems with Gasoline 

** Fuel Quality Inspections
** Fuel Quality Testing Services Provided
** UST & AST Sampling & Inspection by Experienced Technicians
** Fuel Purification & Water Removal from all types of Petroleum based fuels
** Phase Separation Solutions
** Tank Cleaning
** Basic Tank & Site Maintenance Contact John Evon @ 813-333-3597 or e-mail john@cleanfuelsnational.com web-site www.cleanfuelsnational.com

AMSOIL Dealership Opportunities

Synthetic motor oil is the fastest growing area of the "do it for me" market, and AMSOIL has a great product line for your customers. 

Whether you are buying AMSOIL for yourself, your garage or to become an independent dealer, I am here to help you!

Jerrold Schiff

http://www.oilfl.com

407-619-8441
Schiffkey Consultants Inc.
Jerrold Schiff
Land: (407) 772-2081 Mobile: (407) 619-8441

mailto:jerrold@schiffkey.com
http://www.schiffkey.com
Computer Virus Removal - Web site hosting - Web site SEM SEO 

http://www.schiffkey.com

Don't get mad - get HELP ! 
Computer Virus Removal
Computer Repair Orlando 

HOUSE CALLS - 7 days a week 

Panic Popups Porn Spam
Computer runs slowly or freezes? 
Satisfaction guarantee or your viruses cheerfully refunded 

Web Site Hosting
Web Site Search Engine Optimization
see existing customers - quick - fast - seo - sem - great results ! 

- fast - seo - sem - great results ! 
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






(407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                           Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Meadowbrook 

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)  @            (800) 726-9006                                                                                           

*Health Insurance contact Curtis Colbert
               (239)-980-1291 cell
*Property & Casualty Liability Curtis Colbert                                               (239)-980-1291 cell                                                                         

*Underground Storage Tank Insurance Curtis Colbert                                (239)-980-1291 cell                                                             
*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

   (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard           Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*RPM Inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing  Bill Page
                 (727) 443-1442   (800) 398-0987 

*AFLAC Contact Randy Webber 

     (407) 908-4262

*Payroll Cindy Antor
                 (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth  

561-756-5203 
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members

Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays

Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".
Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 
contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 
‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’
 With Unique Special Angels of all Ages




Cast: 



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Pat Cavanaugh
Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (407) 252-0957 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more. 

$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














