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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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State Department Reports on Keystone Pipeline’s Impact 
A draft government report issued reveals that the Keystone XL pipeline project is environmentally sound.
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WASHINGTON – The U.S. State Department released a draft supplemental environmental impact (SEIS) assessment of the Keystone XL pipeline Friday afternoon, suggesting that the project will not have a huge impact on the environment, reports the Washington Post.
From the report: “Based on information and analysis about the North American crude transport infrastructure (particularly the proven ability of rail to transport substantial quantities of crude oil profitably under current market conditions, and to add capacity relatively rapidly) and the global crude oil market, the draft Supplemental EIS concludes that approval or denial of the proposed Project is unlikely to have a substantial impact on the rate of development in the oil sands, or on the amount of heavy crude oil refined in the Gulf Coast area.”
The State Department’s analysis, notes the Post, does not give environmental groups the answers they had hoped for regarding the Keystone project’s climate impact. 
The nearly 2,000-page report “questions one of the strongest arguments for the pipeline,” which is whether the U.S. could meet its energy needs over the next 10 years without it. The report suggests that the U.S. can: “The growth in rail transport of oil from western Canada and the Bakken Formation on the Great Plains and other pipelines, the analysis says, could meet the country’s energy needs for the next decade, even if Keystone XL never gets built,” writes the Post. 
American Petroleum Institute Executive Vice President Marty Durbin welcomed the State Department’s SEIS: “The latest impact statement from the State Department puts this important, job-creating project one step closer to reality. Nebraska has finished its final Keystone XL assessment and the governor has given it his full support. The last approval needed is by President Obama, and we urge him to do so as soon as possible.”
A 45-day public comment period is now underway. President Obama will make a decision, likely this summer, whether to grant TransCanada the permit it needs for the pipeline to connect Alberta’s oil sands to Gulf Coast refineries.
Bill Would Use Constitutional Authority To Approve Keystone
A bipartisan group of Senators co-sponsored a bill that was introduced by Senators Hoeven (R-ND) and Baucus (D-MT) which would approve the Keystone XL pipeline by using Congressional authority under the Constitution's Commerce Clause. Senator Hoeven tried to attach similar language to multiple bills last year as well.
Co-sponsors of the bill are Senators Begich (D-AK), Murkowski (R-AK), Roberts (R-KS), Cornyn (R-TX), Manchin (D-WV), Landrieu (D-LA), Vitter (R-LA), Heitkamp (D-ND), Pryor (D-AR), Risch (R-ID), Tester (D-MT) and Barrasso (R-WY). PMAA strongly supports all congressional efforts to move Keystone forward. If the new pipeline is approved, it will create jobs, benefit consumers and significantly enhance North American energy independence. 
Senate endorses Keystone XL pipeline construction
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate has endorsed construction of the proposed Keystone XL pipeline that is to carry oil from Canada to Texas oil refineries. Senators voted 62-37 on Friday for the nonbinding measure. Seventeen Democrats and all 45 Republicans voted yes.

For four years, environmentalists and others have tried to derail the project, saying extracting the oil from Alberta tar sands would increase global warming. President Barack Obama has thwarted it twice, and Nebraska officials objected initially that the route would jeopardize ecologically sensitive lands.

But the Nebraska route has been changed, and project supporters have won more backing by arguing it would create thousands of jobs. A recent State Department report raised no major objections to the project.

North Dakota Republican Sen. John Hoeven sponsored the measure.

2013 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 57 times from 1st of year to date.
Declining Gasoline Prices

While retail gasoline prices are declining, the consumer should not let up conserving. Gasoline demand is a strong tool against high gasoline prices. 
Hess to Exit Retail Business

NEW YORK -- Hess Corp. will fully exit the convenience store and gas station industry, the company announced this morning.

The news comes on the heels of investor group Elliott Management purchasing a 4-percent stake in Hess, and asking it to spin off or sell its retail division and separate itself into three divisions. The oil company did not announce if it would spin off or sell the 1,361 convenience stores and gas stations it operated as of Dec. 31.

“Our board and management team have been pursuing a multi-year strategy to transform Hess into a focused exploration and production (E&P) company," said John Hess, chairman and CEO. "The initiatives announced today represent the culmination of this process. By 2014, Hess will be a pure play E&P Company with a tremendous portfolio comprised of higher growth, lower risk assets. We believe we will have the financial flexibility to pursue this growth at the same time that we increase current returns to shareholders and generate significant future value.”

Hess also announced it would exit the energy marketing and energy trading businesses. Per other Elliott Management requests, six new people will join Hess' board of directors and the company will increase its annual dividend to $1 per share. Investors applauded the moves. 

Exxon Mobil predicts lower production this year
DALLAS (AP) — Exxon Mobil Corp. gave the forecast at its annual meeting with analysts in New York.

Exxon Mobil's production fell 6 percent last year, but the company still earned $44.9 billion, barely missing its own 2008 record, thanks to higher refining margins. Analysts have raised concern about Exxon's falling production and the higher costs of extracting hard-to-reach oil and gas.

CEO Rex Tillerson said that 2012 production fell short of the company's expectations because of "operational performance issues" at some facilities, lower prices and lower spending in Iraq.

Tillerson said output would rise after 2013 as Exxon starts production at 22 major projects over the next three years, including expanding the Kearl oil sands operation in Alberta, Canada, and exploration in the Russian Arctic. He said most of the increase will come from oil production.

Most of the new projects are tilted toward oil rather than gas. Natural gas prices in North America have been low for several years as drilling techniques allow companies to extract gas that was once beyond their reach. Exxon has been the biggest U.S. producer of natural gas since buying XTO Energy in 2010.

Tillerson said that advances in exploration and drilling technology have reduced costs and made once-untenable operations attractive. As an example, he cited a liquefied natural gas project scheduled to begin production in 2014.

"Papua New Guinea has been around a long time," he said. "It is now going to be an extraordinarily profitable development, but it wasn't that way 10 years ago."

Tillerson also said that the company is studying options for shipping Canadian crude oil to Gulf Coast refineries if the U.S. doesn't approve the Keystone XL pipeline.

Environmental groups have pressured the Obama administration to block the pipeline, which they argue would add to climate change by encouraging burning of thick tar-sands oil. A State Department report this week based on the assumption that the oil will be used no matter what said that other shipping options such as rail, truck or barge would be worse for the environment than the pipeline. Exxon Mobil predicted that global energy demand will grow 35 percent by 2040 with oil and gas accounting for more than coal, nuclear or other sources.

Maryland high court overturns jury award in Exxon case
Maryland high court overturns jury award in Exxon case, new trial ordered

Maryland's highest court has overturned jury verdicts that ordered Exxon Mobil Corp. to pay more than $1.5 billion in damages from a 2006 leak at a gasoline station that polluted a community's drinking water. 

In two rulings issued Tuesday, the Court of Appeals of Maryland also ordered new trials in the cases related to the spill. In the larger of the two cases involving approximately 150 families and businesses, a jury in 2011 awarded $1 billion in punitive damages and $495 million in compensatory damages after a trial that lasted months. Seven judges sitting on the court overruled the punitive damages, saying they could only be awarded if the plaintiffs proved Exxon had intended to act wrongfully. 

The judges said that the Irving, Texas-based company could have done a better job communicating with residents during cleanup from the spill. But the court said plaintiffs didn't show clear and convincing evidence that Exxon intended to mislead anyone or that they were harmed by relying on any statements the company made. 

In addition, the court overturned awards the jury handed out for emotional distress and awards related to property values. The court said some residents were awarded money for emotional distress but didn't provide evidence their wells were contaminated. A few had contaminated wells but didn't show any injury linked to contaminated water. Some residents were improperly awarded money based on the fear that their property values would decline. Others got awards even though wells on their property were not found to be contaminated. The court also overturned jury awards in a case that involved about 90 households. The jury had awarded approximately $150 million in damages in that case. 

Exxon said in a statement it was reviewing the court's decision but that the company had "acted appropriately after the accident and the court has agreed." 

"We have apologized to the Jacksonville community and we remain ready to compensate those who were truly damaged by this unfortunate accident. We will continue the cleanup," the statement said. 

Attorneys for both groups of plaintiffs did not immediately return telephone messages left Wednesday. 

Both cases stem from a leak at an Exxon station in the community of Jacksonville, a small, affluent community about 20 miles north of Baltimore. An Exxon contractor doing work at the station punctured a gasoline feed line and the leak was not properly repaired. That allowed more 26,000 gallons of fuel to pour into the ground over more than a month. Many residents in the area get their water from wells, and the spill led the state to order well monitoring in the area. 

BP Franchisees Sue Company, Claiming Undercutting

LOS ANGELES -- A California judge yesterday ruled to allow the entire lawsuit filed against BP West Coast Products LLC by more than 900 BP and Arco franchisees, as well as the owners of ampm mini-marts, to continue.

The operators are accusing BP West Coast of undercutting them by selling cheaper generic gasoline to rival gas stations, along with making other claims against the company.

James F. Speyer, one of BP West Coast's lawyers, asked Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Elihu M. Berle to dismiss the plaintiffs' claims of breach of contract and breach of the implied covenant of good faith and fair dealing. However, Berle denied Speyer's request for summary judgment on technical grounds. "I don't really think the motion for summary adjudication meets those issues head on," the judge said, as Law360 reported. "I think there are procedural problems with the motion." The plaintiffs are represented by Lee, Tran & Liang APLC. Attorney James Lee said the plaintiffs could "very well" request $200 million or more in damages.

"We essentially filed for three types of claims," Lee explained. "One is fuel pricing irregularities in which we contend that BP is not making the wholesale price competitive. No. 2 is [BP] is essentially engaged in some form of price manipulation with vendors in that they accept a fee for the right to place certain products in Arco stations. And the third aspect of the case is the point-of-sale (POS) system that BP installed a few years ago called Retalix.” In the complaint, the plaintiffs argue that the Retalix POS system was not ready to be rolled out and that it had significant bugs to the point where many station owners lost sales transactions, were unable to track inventory and most importantly, "the system just shuts down and people can't sell gas and items in the convenience store for up to several hours at a time."

Sam Hariz, president the Service Station Franchise Association and operator of 25 California Arco stations, is a main plaintiff in the lawsuit, which was first filed in 2011. He said that BP West Coast's alleged practices had damaging effects on his business because his gas prices were constantly higher than competitors.

In addition, regarding the technology component of the lawsuit, "Retalix was fully aware its POS was not functioning," Hariz said. "They had six years to work on the problems. They still went ahead and forced us to install it."

Considering that the judge chose not to dismiss any part of the class-action lawsuit, Lee said his firm will enter a "discovery" phase whereby the plaintiffs can ask BP many questions about its business practices. Lee acknowledged the discovery process could take three to six months to complete.

Retalix was purchased by NCR Corp. last year. Therefore, if the technology company were assessed damages, NCR would likely be responsible to pay out any claims. BP West Coast is represented by Speyer and John D. Lombardo of Arnold & Porter LLP. Retalix is represented by Richard H. Zelichov and Bruce Vanyo of Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP.

Getty Station Owners Holding Strong in Protest

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- More than 20 Getty station owners from Staten Island and Brooklyn, N.Y., as well as New Jersey, gathered yesterday at Nino's Auto Repair to protest what they claim are unfair gasoline commissions that make it impossible to stay in business.

According to the Staten Island Advance, many Getty station owners have closed up shop and will remain that way until they receive higher gasoline commissions. Station owners are seeking a 15-cent commission per gallon of gas sold, compared to the 6.5 cents they receive now, a rate that has remained unchanged since 1996.

Getty station owners contend they are losing money every day on gas by paying an average of $189.57 per day for fees and labor costs versus receiving only $97.50 daily for commissions, the report stated.

"We want the distributor to sit down at the table with us and come up with a proposal," Giovanni Cutillo, owner of Nino's Auto Repair located at 1820 Richmond Road in Staten Island, told the Advance. 
Cutillo is also the president of the Petroleum Dealers Group -- representing more than 400 Getty stations in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. "We will remain closed in protest until this happens," he said.

Getty Petroleum Marketing Inc. (GPMI) formerly leased the properties to the station owners under its own master lease with Getty Realty Corp. But following GPMI's bankruptcy declaration on Dec. 5, 2011, the leases were sold to Lukoil.

The protest has caught the attention of New York State Sen. Diane Savino (D-North Shore/Brooklyn). Michael Arvanites, her chief of staff, attended yesterday's protest.

"These small-business owners make peanuts off their gas sales, on average less than 5 cents per gallon," he told the news outlet. "Their main income is in vending or food sales and the body shop/garage."

In addition to protesting allegedly low gasoline commissions, the Getty station operators are asking for long-term leases. Many have operated on month-to-month leases since GPMI’s bankruptcy.

"We want three- to five-year leases for our [properties]," Mohammed Ismail, operator of the Getty station at 1881 Forest Ave. in Graniteville, N.Y., told the newspaper. 

Calls placed by the Advance to Lukoil and Getty Realty went unanswered yesterday.
Update

Staten Island, N.Y. -- Getty gas station owners in Staten Island ended a brief strike and resumed pumping gas after public officials requested they do so due to a winter storm, reported the Staten Island Advance.
State Department Reports on Keystone Pipeline’s Impact 
A draft government report issued reveals that the Keystone XL pipeline project is environmentally sound.

WASHINGTON – The U.S. State Department released a draft supplemental environmental impact (SEIS) assessment of the Keystone XL pipeline Friday afternoon, suggesting that the project will not have a huge impact on the environment, reports the Washington Post.
From the report: “Based on information and analysis about the North American crude transport infrastructure (particularly the proven ability of rail to transport substantial quantities of crude oil profitably under current market conditions, and to add capacity relatively rapidly) and the global crude oil market, the draft Supplemental EIS concludes that approval or denial of the proposed Project is unlikely to have a substantial impact on the rate of development in the oil sands, or on the amount of heavy crude oil refined in the Gulf Coast area.”
The State Department’s analysis, notes the Post, does not give environmental groups the answers they had hoped for regarding the Keystone project’s climate impact. 
The nearly 2,000-page report “questions one of the strongest arguments for the pipeline,” which is whether the U.S. could meet its energy needs over the next 10 years without it. The report suggests that the U.S. can: “The growth in rail transport of oil from western Canada and the Bakken Formation on the Great Plains and other pipelines, the analysis says, could meet the country’s energy needs for the next decade, even if Keystone XL never gets built,” writes the Post. 
American Petroleum Institute Executive Vice President Marty Durbin welcomed the State Department’s SEIS: “The latest impact statement from the State Department puts this important, job-creating project one step closer to reality. Nebraska has finished its final Keystone XL assessment and the governor has given it his full support. The last approval needed is by President Obama, and we urge him to do so as soon as possible.”
A 45-day public comment period is now underway. President Obama will make a decision, likely this summer, whether to grant TransCanada the permit it needs for the pipeline to connect Alberta’s oil sands to Gulf Coast refineries.
Hess Vehemently Against New York Plan for Generators 
The gasoline company opposes the mandate because of its costliness
ALBANY, N.Y. – Hess Corp. has launched an aggressive fight against New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposal to require gasoline stations to have generators, the Daily News reports. The fuel giant is pushing to have the plan struck from the budget proposal.

The governor’s budget would require gasoline stations within a half mile of emergency routes to be rewired for generators, and would give those stations $10,000 in grants for the work. While many N.Y. Hess stations have generators, a source close to state gasoline retailers said the company was concerned about the price. “Hess is opposed to it because it would be so costly,” the source said.

Many New York City and suburban gasoline retailers are in favor of the governor’s plan, but upstate convenience store owners and operators are opposed to it, saying the grants would not be enough to do the work required under the proposed regulations.

It notes, “To mandate generators at stores would not have helped with Sandy, given the widespread upstream problems. If power is out at the store, it is likely that the nearby upstream operations are also without power. No amount of power at the retail station would expedite the delivery of fuel if these systems are not operable.”

U.S. Average Tax on Gasoline at Record High

CAMARILLO, Calif. -- The U.S. average tax on gasoline is at a record high, 49.84 cents per gallon, according to a most recent Lundberg Letter from the Lundberg Survey. "Taxes on gasoline, whose share of retail price towers over retail margin and even refiner margin on gasoline, brought in more bucks to government coffers last year than ever: more than $67 billion." The federal gasoline tax has been 18.4 cents per gallon since 1993.

Eleven states have recently raised their gasoline taxes, Lundberg said, including the 3.5-cents-per-gallon tax that goes into effect on July 1 in California. A California State Board of Equalization panel voted for the increase on Feb. 28.

Ten states have raised excise taxes on gasoline since Dec. 2009, said the report.

Maryland and Virginia are close to passing new gasoline tax legislation--Maryland's will be a gasoline tax increase, while Virginia's would lower the gasoline tax but raise nonfuel taxes. Wyoming's Senate has just approved a 10-cents-per gallon excise tax increase, and the governor is expected to sign it. Vermont has a plan to cut its tax by 4.7 cents, to 14.4 cents per gallon, and apply a new 4% sales tax on the retail price of gasoline before state and federal taxes. New Hampshire's House has just approved a 15-cents-per-gallon increase, phased in over four years (and over six years for diesel).

15 states (Alaska, Wyoming, Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, Missouri, Louisiana, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, Virginia, New Jersey and New Hampshire)  have "limited" taxes, 15 states (Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Utah, Colorado, Kansas, Iowa, Arkansas, Ohio, Maryland, Delaware, Massachusetts and Vermont) have "moderate" taxes and 20 states (Hawaii, Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, Maine, Connecticut, Rhode Island, North Carolina, Georgia and Florida) have "high" taxes.

Chicago has the highest combined gasoline tax in the nation, at 77 cents per gallon. Los Angeles comes in second at 72.1 cents. Long Island is third at 69.1 cents. Honolulu is fourth at 66 cents. And Hartford, Conn., is fifth at 64.4 cents.

Shell Transitioning Stations to New Payment Processing Platform 

HOUSTON -- Shell Oil Co. will migrate its payment card traffic at domestic Shell-branded stations from traditional very-small-aperture terminal (VSAT) satellite systems to a new secure platform by the end of 2013.

Shell Oil Co. tapped Cybera, a provider of cloud-based security and application services, to conduct the payment processing transformation. According to Nashville-based Cybera, the move will save Shell millions of dollars in credit card fraud by thieves who breach its satellite system technology.

In addition, Shell's adoption of Cybera ONE technology will also address store network security through integrated security applications that reduce the risk of a network breach at the oil company's many network end points, the technology company noted.

"The Cybera ONE solution addresses the whole puzzle from networking, security, broadband connectivity, point-of-sale, loyalty and future application deployment," said Scott Taylor, business service manager, Shell Oil Products. "The economics of the Cybera ONE solution is truly astounding when compared to the fragmented alternatives or big-box retail solutions on the market today."

Shell is also implementing an incentive program to drive adoption of the Cybera ONE solution across its wholesaler and dealer network. The oil company launched a new incentive program intended to reduce the upfront cost of the platform for the first 4,000 orders placed now through June 17.

Shell believed upgrading its payment system was important because fraud is so pervasive at gas stations. "The breadth of benefits from the comprehensive Cybera ONE solution is an unparalleled value for just $79 per month for each Shell store," said Cliff Duffey, CEO of Cybera. Shell Oil Products is a subsidiary of Shell Oil Co.

Fresh & Easy: A ‘$2-Billion Flop’
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Tesco's failure in U.S. among biggest “in modern supermarket history” 

LOS ANGELES -- Five years in, Fresh & Easy markets are a flop, according to a Los Angeles Times report.

The grocery chain, owned by Britain's Tesco, has failed to gain American shoppers' loyalty. Several missteps contributed to its estimated $2-billion loss, according to the report.

British supermarket giant Tesco thought it had the Yanks all figured out. Determined to crack the U.S. market, it dispatched executives to live with American families, peek into their refrigerators and trail them on trips to the grocery store. It boasted of revolutionizing how Americans shopped.

But slightly more than five years after it opened its first Fresh & Easy Neighborhood Market in California, Tesco is considering selling the money-losing chain and leaving the United States altogether.

An email sent to shoppers recently acknowledged that the grocer doesn't know "if Tesco will continue to own the company." The 200-store operation in California, Arizona and Nevada represents an estimated $2-billion flop: a $1-billion investment on top of about $1 billion in cumulative annual losses, the newspaper reported.

"Tesco's failure will rank as one of the biggest among food retailers in modern supermarket history," Burt Flickinger III, managing director at retail consulting firm Strategic Resource Group in New York, told the newspaper.

N.J. Station Owner Agrees to Pay $3 Million in Back Pay, Damages

U.S. Labor Dept.'s Wage & Hour Division found Fair Labor Standards Act violations 

MADISON, N.J. -- Daniyal Enterprises LLC and owner Waseem Chaudhary, and other companies owned and operated by Chaudhary, have agreed to pay $2 million in overtime back wages and an additional $1 million in liquidated damages to 417 workers employed at 72 of Chaudhary's New Jersey gas stations after investigations by the U.S. Department of Labor's Wage & Hour Division (WHD) found violations of the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA).

The department also has assessed $91,000 in civil money penalties against this employer because of the repeat and willful nature of the violations. Additionally, the employer has agreed to take proactive measures, including a three-year monitoring program at each station, to ensure future FLSA compliance.

"This agreement returns hard-earned wages to workers in one of only two states that still mandate full-service gas pumps," said acting Secretary of Labor Seth D. Harris. "All gas station owners and operators in New Jersey should take note of this precedent by reviewing their payroll practices and legal obligations. Gas station attendants are few in number; earn low wages, work long hours and often lack English proficiency factors that contribute to their vulnerability as well as the importance of protecting their right to be paid properly."

Wage & Hour Division investigators found that employees often worked up to 84 hours per week, but did not receive earned overtime pay. Instead, many employees were paid partly on the payroll and partly off the books, sometimes in cash, to disguise the improper payment of overtime. The employer also failed to maintain accurate records of the hours employees worked.

In 2012, the Wage and Hour Division conducted more than 100 investigations as part of a multiyear enforcement initiative focused on FLSA compliance among New Jersey gas stations. It recovered more than $2.3 million in back wages for more than 500 gas station workers.

The FLSA requires that covered, nonexempt employees be paid at least the federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour as well as one and one-half times their regular rates for hours worked more than 40 per week. Additionally, the law requires that accurate records of employees' wages, hours and other conditions of employment be maintained. The FLSA also provides that employers who violate the law are, as a general rule, liable to employees for the back wages as well as an equal amount in liquidated damages.

Domestic Energy Production Bill Introduced 

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee David Vitter and Senator John Hoeven  introduced the “Energy Production and Project Delivery Act of 2013” which expands domestic oil production in the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) which reduces red tape that hinders domestic energy production and expedites permitting of the Keystone XL pipeline. Notably, the bill prevents EPA from regulating greenhouse gas emissions under the Clean Air Act until China, India and Russia are willing to address climate change. The bill has garnered 18 cosponsors. 
A House companion bill has also been introduced by Rep. Rob Bishop.      
Twinkies, Other Brands 'Back on Shelf by This Summer'

Hostess selects Apollo, Metropoulos & Co. as winning bidder for most of snack cake business 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. -- Hostess Brands Inc. has announced that the stalking horse bid submitted by affiliates of Apollo Global Management LLC and Metropoulos & Co. for the majority of the Company's snack cake business, which includes both Hostess and Dolly Madison branded products, will be the bid presented for approval to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court as no other qualified bids were received for those assets. Apollo and Metropoulos have agreed to pay $410 million to purchase the brands, five bakeries and certain equipment. Among the products included are the company's Twinkies, Ho Hos, and Ding Dongs and Dinettes snack cakes. The company will ask the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York to approve the transaction at a hearing on March 19.

Hostess Brands Inc., Irving, Texas, announced in November that it was shutting down its business and selling its breads and snack cakes. The company's demise came after years of management turmoil and turnover, with workers saying the company failed to invest its brands. Hostess filed for its second Chapter 11 bankruptcy in less than a decade this January, citing costs associated with its unionized workforce "The agreement results in significant value for our stakeholders and we look forward to putting the proposed transaction before the Court next week," said Hostess Brands chairman and CEO Gregory F. Rayburn.

In a statement provided by Dean Metropoulos, "We are very pleased to have been named the buyer of the Hostess snack business with our partner Apollo Global Management. Our family is thrilled to have the opportunity to reestablish these iconic brands with new creative marketing ideas and renewed sales efforts and investment. We look forward to having America's favorite snacks back on the shelf by this summer. We are also ecstatic to bring jobs back to many cities across the country."

As previously announced, Flowers Foods Inc. has agreed to pay $360 million for the majority of the bread business assets. The agreement includes, in addition to the brands, 20 bakeries, 38 depots and other assets. In a separate transaction, Grupo Bimbo SAB de CV was selected as the winning bidder for the assets related to the company's Beefsteak bread business at the conclusion of a Feb. 28 auction. Grupo Bimbo has agreed to pay $31.9 million for the Beefsteak assets. The court will also consider approval of these brands at the same March 19 hearing for the Hostess and Dolly Madison brands. On March 15 Hostess Brands will conduct an auction for its Drake's snack cake business and Sweetheart, Standish Farms, Grandma Emilie's and Eddy's bread businesses. The combined stalking horse bids for those assets total approximately $56.6 million.
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7-Eleven Will Soon Surpass 50,000 Stores Worldwide

DALLAS -- 7-Eleven had an explosive 2012 when it comes to expansion, achieving record store growth by adding nearly 5,000 locations to its worldwide portfolio, just under 1,000 of which were in the United States and Canada, the company reported. The world's largest retailer by store count also reported that it expects to pass the 50,000 mark in global store count by the end of this year's first quarter.

"2012 was a tremendous year for us in terms of organic store growth, acquisitions and business conversions," stated 7-Eleven President and CEO Joe DePinto. "We expect accelerated growth in North America to continue, and we also see many more opportunities for international expansion."

The tremendous growth wasn't an accident; 7-Eleven previously declared that record growth was its goal. The Dallas-based c-store chain's focus on maintaining a strong balance sheet prior to and throughout the financial crisis helped it retain a solid footing, allowing it to take advantage of a soft real estate market. Approximately 60 percent of the retailer's U.S. growth came in the form of multi-store acquisitions.

At the end of 2012, 7-Eleven operated, franchised and licensed more than 10,000 stores in North America, and more than 39,000 stores in Europe, Australia and Asia, for a total of approximately 49,500 stores in 16 countries.

Moving forward, 7-Eleven's U.S. growth strategy is to build market concentration in metropolitan areas in order to increase efficiencies and leverage the company's scale and daily-delivery infrastructure.

7-Eleven Sues 7-SEVEN Stores for Trademark Infringement

BIBB COUNTY, Ga. -- Dallas-based 7-Eleven Inc. filed two lawsuits alleging 7-SEVEN stores are infringing upon and diluting its trademark.

According to The Telegraph, Bibb County, Ga., 7-SEVEN stores chose their logo "upon the fame and goodwill" of 7-Eleven. Stores listed in the lawsuits, filed March 11 in the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Georgia, are 7-SEVEN locations at 3609 Pio Nono Ave., 1904 Shurling Drive, 2760 Montpelier Ave., 3590 Napier Ave., and 1290 Gray Highway.

7-Eleven, operator of more than 7,000 stores, is requesting that a judge require the demolition of 7-SEVEN store labels, signs and other items to which the logo is affixed, reported the news outlet. The large convenience store chain is also asking for prevention of any further use of the 7-SEVEN name, the numbers seven and 11, and color combinations of red, green, orange and white as part of the c-store logos.

In addition, 7-Eleven is seeking compensatory damages it suffered due to trademark infringement, unfair competition and trademark dilution. Specifically, 7-Eleven is requesting three times all profits it claims 7-SEVEN stores wrongfully earned, reported the news source.

Krunal Patel, owner of 7-SEVEN stores, did not agree with 7-Eleven's claims. He told The Telegraph that "anybody can tell" the difference between the 7-Eleven and 7-SEVEN logos, although acknowledged both are similar.

Attempts by the newspaper to reach owners and companies in the lawsuits were unsuccessful yesterday.

CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing
 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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PAYROLL OFFICE OF AMERICA





AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.
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AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.
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  General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc. money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.
Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Health Insurance
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For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
For information Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
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We would like to make you aware that Insurance Office of America (IOA) owns a subsidiary called Payroll Office of America (POA). POA offers state-of-the art payroll, tax and HRIS system solutions. They are a full service company providing all the same services as other national providers. Contact Cindy Antor @ (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
                                      S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 
                                                   

Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     

If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
AMSOIL Dealership Opportunities

Synthetic motor oil is the fastest growing area of the "do it for me" market, and AMSOIL has a great product line for your customers. 

Whether you are buying AMSOIL for yourself, your garage or to become an independent dealer, I am here to help you!

Jerrold Schiff

http://www.oilfl.com

407-619-8441

Schiffkey Consultants Inc.
Jerrold Schiff
Land: (407) 772-2081 Mobile: (407) 619-8441

mailto:jerrold@schiffkey.com
http://www.schiffkey.com
Computer Virus Removal - Web site hosting - Web site SEM SEO 
http://www.schiffkey.com
Don't get mad - get HELP! 
Computer Virus Removal
Computer Repair Orlando 
HOUSE CALLS - 7 days a week 

Panic Popups Porn Spam
Computer runs slowly or freezes? 
Satisfaction guarantee or your viruses cheerfully refunded 

Web Site Hosting
Web Site Search Engine Optimization
see existing customers - quick - fast - seo - sem - great results ! 

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






(407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                           Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: (800) 726-9006  

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)  @            (800) 726-9006                                                                                           

*Health Insurance contact Curtis Colbert
               (239)-980-1291 cell
*Property & Casualty Liability Curtis Colbert                                               (239)-980-1291 cell                                                                         

*Underground Storage Tank Insurance Curtis Colbert                                (239)-980-1291 cell                                                             
*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

   (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard           Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*AFLAC Contact Randy Webber 

     (407) 908-4262

*Payroll Cindy Antor
                 (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth 561-756-5203 
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members

Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays

Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".
Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 
contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 
‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’
 With Unique Special Angels of all Ages




Cast: 



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Pat Cavanaugh
Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (407) 252-0957 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more. 

$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














