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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for AFLAC, group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

 Florida Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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Changing Times

The oil companies finally or near selling all there locations. Almost all the sales went to third party buyers that had to accept a supply agreement and a franchise dealer did not. Many franchise dealers who were not members of an association in their state did not know of their option. 

[image: image22.jpg]


A federal district court in Maryland decided an important case involving a dealer's right to receive a bona fide offer of sale when his supplier determines to sell his leased station.

Under the Petroleum Marketing Practices Act (PMPA), 15 U.S.C. §2802(b)(3)(D)(iii) to be exact, a supplier who desires to sell a leased station is required to make a "bona fide offer to sell, transfer, or assign the franchisee such franchisor's interests in such premises" or offer the franchisee "a right of first refusal of at least 45-days duration of an offer, made by another, to purchase such franchisor's interest in such premises." 

The issue in L.M.P. Service, Inc. v. Shell Oil Co. was whether the supplier could impose a long-term supply agreement as a condition to its offer of sale to a franchise dealer; the court's answer was a resounding "no”.

2012 average wholesale gasoline prices have changed up or down 22 times from 1st of year to date.

U.S. Oil Expands Production 
Domestic output shot up by a record 766,000 barrels per day to reach the highest level in 15 years.

NEW YORK – The expansion of U.S. oil production has reached the highest level since 1997 with a record 766,000 barrels daily, Bloomberg News reports. Domestic output was the most this year since 1859, when the first commercial well was drilled.
The increase puts America on track to move past Saudi Arabia as the world’s biggest producer within eight years. Net petroleum imports have plummeted more than 38% since the 2005 high, and now grab 41% of demand, sharply below the 60% of 2005. These factors move the country even nearer to energy independence than ever before. 
Refining capacity in the United States has made the country the world’s biggest fuel supplier. Even in countries like Venezuela, more cars are running on American-supplied fuel. 
“The United States has a huge lead in the 21st century in maintaining its superpower status,” said Ed Morse, who heads Citigroup’s global commodities research. “There was absolutely no way to anticipate the level of growth in the oil supply.”
The latest oil rush is being pushed by technological advances that have increased drilling speed, making it less expensive and easier to extract the oil from rock. More rigs are being pressed into service, too. 
In 2012, America will produce 6.41 million barrels daily on average, a 14% uptick from 2011, according to the U.S. Energy Department. The largest yearly bump in the number of barrel since 1859. Morse predicts that North America will meet its own energy needs by 2020.

Petroleum demand continues to erode vs. prior years 

The thirst for petroleum in the United States continued to slow down in 2012, as witnessed by data recently released by the United State Energy Information Administration. 
The average daily consumption of petroleum products in 2012 was nearly 18.7 million barrels per day, the lowest since 1997, when average consumption was 18.54 million barrels per day, and well off the average daily consumption of 20.9 million barrels in 2007.
While it is certainly noteworthy that consumption continues to decline in the U.S., it is certainly offset by the continued rise in consumption in developing countries like China, and prices remain high domestically as U.S. based refineries continue to send product overseas. In 2012, the amount of petroleum products exported from the U.S. amounted to the highest daily average ever, some 2.88 million barrels per day, or multiplied across the year, a total of 1.05 billion barrels of petroleum being exported- slightly less than the entire U.S. stockpile of petroleum- which stands today at 1.1 billion barrels.
In the days, months, and years ahead, it is certainly likely that as demand continues to erode in the U.S., exports continue to rise, keeping pressure on prices here at home. It's certainly a winning proposition for refiners, who have the option of selling product where it is fetching the most margins. 
Speaking of refineries, the number of them in the United States has slipped again in the last year, falling to 134 operating refineries, 10 idle, for a total of 144. In 2011, the number of refineries was 148, while in 2001, it was 155. It was the 90's that saw an exodus of refineries, with the decade starting with 205 refineries, ending with 159. And while the number of refineries has dropped, capacity has risen. 
Since 1990, the capacity of operating refineries has increased 11% to 16.74 million barrels in 2012. We're certainly seeing more production with fewer factilites. In 1990, we had 194 operating refineries with a total capacity of 15.1mb/day. Today in 2012, we have 134 operating refineries with a capacity of 16.74mb/day and with fewer refineries, we produce more.
Fewer refineries produce more gasoline than they did decades ago, but more of that production is being shipped out of the United States as demand here has dropped. I suspect refineries will continue to play export more petroleum as this continues in the years ahead. 

Nebraska Backs New Keystone Pipeline Route 
The governor told the federal government that the new route for the Keystone XL oil pipeline would avoid the state’s environmentally sensitive Sandhills area.

LINCOLN – Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman has signed off on a new location for TransCanada’s Keystone XL oil pipeline that will transverse the state, the Associated Press reports. The new route on the Canada to Texas pipeline will not go near the Sandhills area.
According to TransCanada, the governor’s approval comes after his review of the final evaluation report from the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) and is the last step in the re-route review process established by the Nebraska State legislature. The approved re-route now becomes part of the project’s Presidential Permit application with the U.S. Department of State, which was filed on May 4, 2012.
“Over the past year, we have been listening to Nebraskans as we worked to identify a new route for the Keystone XL Pipeline that avoided the Sandhills, protected sensitive areas and addressed as many concerns as possible,” said Russ Girling, TransCanada’s president and CEO. “The NDEQ process has clearly taken into account the input from Nebraskans and today’s approval of the Nebraska re-route by Governor Heineman moves us one step closer to Americans receiving the benefits of Keystone XL, the enhanced energy security it will provide and the thousands of jobs it will create. 
"The need for Keystone XL continues to grow stronger as North American oil production increases and having the right infrastructure in place is critical to meet the goal of reducing dependence on foreign oil,” concluded Girling. “Keystone XL is the most studied cross-border pipeline ever proposed, and it remains in America’s national interests to approve a pipeline that will have a minimal impact on the environment.”
The governor’s letter to President Obama points out that the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality final evaluation report made a number of important findings. 

The preferred route avoids the area that is defined as the Nebraska Sandhills. This area was defined by state and other agencies in 2001 – long before a pipeline was considered.

The physical and chemical properties of crude oil transported in Keystone XL will be similar to the light and heavy crude oils already being transported safely in pipelines across the United States. TransCanada will provide local emergency responders with Material Safety Data Sheets for products contained in the pipeline immediately in the event of a spill.
This proposed oil pipeline will transport oil from Hardisty, Alberta and Baker, Montana before reaching delivery terminals in Steele City, Nebraska. Keystone XL is estimated to cost about $5.3 billion (U.S. funds) to build and will support the creation of 9,000 jobs on the American portion of the pipeline and about 2,200 on the Canadian side. The projected in-service date for Keystone XL is late 2014 or early 2015, subject to approval of the company’s Presidential Permit application.
Since the original Keystone Pipeline began operating in 2010, it has safely delivered more than 350 million barrels of oil to refineries in the U.S. Midwest. Long-term commercial contracts remain in place for Keystone XL, which is designed to carry about 830,000 barrels of oil from Alberta, Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota to Steele City, Nebraska.

Exxon sees 700M barrels of oil from Canada field
Exxon Mobil says field it's developing off the coast of Canada to yield 700M barrels of oil

IRVING, Texas (AP) -- Exxon Mobil Corp. said Friday that a field it's developing off the east coast of Canada is expected to produce more than 700 million barrels of oil. 

The Hebron project, projected to cost $14 billion, will start production in late 2017. Exxon expects daily production of 150,000 barrels of oil. 

Exxon's partners in the project include Chevron Corp., Suncor Energy Inc., Statoil and Nalcor Energy Oil and Gas. 

Plans for the project come in the midst of an energy boom in the region. Exxon has predicted that North America will become a net exporter of oil and natural gas by the middle of the next decade. 

The Irving, Texas, company said that development of the Hebron oil field, which received regulatory approvals in May, could create 3,500 jobs. 

10 States Raise Minimum Wages in 2013 
Close to one million employees will get a boost in their paychecks come the new year.

PROVIDENCE, R.I. – Ten states will hike the minimum wage starting January 1, Stateline.com reports. That will trigger higher paychecks for nearly a million U.S. employees. Nine states have laws that tie minimum wages to the cost of living, while Rhode Island is raising its starting wage in accordance with a law signed in June.
Come January 1, the minimum wages will be higher than the federal level of $7.25 in 19 states and Washington, D.C. Several organizations, including the National Employment Law Project, are lobbying for an increase in the federal minimum wage. 
“We need policies that make sure workers earn wages that will at the very least support their basic needs,” said Christine Owens, executive director of the National Employment Law Project. “But earning an income that meets basic needs shouldn’t depend on the state where a working family lives.”
In July, U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA) sponsored a measure that would raise the starting wage to $9.80 by 2014, with adjustments each year after that. The bill has stalled in Congress. 
The New Jersey legislature approved a bill that would add a dollar to the state’s minimum wage ($7.25), but Gov. Chris Christie has said he would veto it. Across the country in California, an assemblyman is sponsoring a proposal that would slowly increase the minimum wage from $8 to $9.25 by 2016. 
The following states are raising their minimum wages as of January 1:

Arizona, 15 cents to $7.80

Colorado, 14 cents to $7.78

Florida, 12 cents to $7.79

Missouri, 10 cents to $7.35

Montana, 15 cents to $7.80

Ohio, 15 cents to $7.85

Oregon, 15 cents to $8.95

Rhode Island, 35 cents to $7.75

Vermont, 14 cents to $8.60

Washington, 15 cents to $9.19

State Cigarette and Tobacco Tax Increase Update

With some state legislatures having already convened their 2013 legislative sessions and other states scheduled to begin their legislative sessions in the coming weeks, below is a listing of those legislative bills that seek to increase cigarette or tobacco tax rates.

Those bills designated as "pre-filed" means that the bill has been filed before the state legislature officially begins its 2013 legislative session. This update does not include unofficial media announcements that various state governors may propose to raise cigarette or tobacco tax rates as a part of a state budget plan.

Alabama: House Bill No. 15 (pre-filed); increases the state cigarette tax rate by $.325 per pack to a new rate of 75 cents per pack.

Florida: Senate Bill No. 252 (pre-filed); imposes a fee of 2.6 cents per cigarette ($.52 per pack) on cigarettes manufactured by non-settling cigarette manufacturers.

Kentucky: House Bill No. 139 and House Bill No. 140; increases the state cigarette tax by 40 cents per pack to a new rate of $1 per pack 

Minnesota: House Bill No. 91; repeals, the state cigarette and tobacco health impact fees, increases the state cigarette tax rate to a new rate of $2.83 per pack, 

Mississippi: House Bill No. 119; changes existing tax law to tax moist snuff at a rate of 39 cents per ounce.

Missouri: Senate Bill No. 31; increases the state cigarette tax rate by 26 cents per pack for a new rate of 43 cents per pack.

Oklahoma: House Bill No. 1066; increases the state cigarette tax rate by 10 cents per pack to a new rate of $1.13 per pack.

Oregon: Bill No. D-1249; increases the state cigarette tax rate by 64.25 cents per pack to a new rate of $1.8225 per pack. 

States Fuel Gas Tax Debate 
From Vermont to Texas, state governments are considering plans that would maintain and expand their transportation infrastructure with or without assistance from a gas tax.

MCLEAN, Va. – A few weeks ago Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell announced a plan to get rid of the state's 17.5-cents-a-gallon gas tax and replace it with a transportation-targeted increase in the state sales tax. The nationwide response has been as varied as it’s “a novel approach” to “its bad tax policy,” writes USA Today. 
So while all eyes are on Virginia, a debate is “breaking out” in state capitals from Vermont to Texas: “How do we maintain and expand our vital-but-aging networks of roads, bridges and urban transit systems?”
Jeff Caldwell, press secretary to Gov. McDonnell, told USA Today that the gas tax plan in Virginia reflects the notion that gas tax revenues in the state will continue to decline. The news source cites likely culprits to this idea: Since 2001, the number of miles driven per person has declined for every age group, and more commuters are using public transit, bicycling or walking. "If you raise the gas tax, it will inherently drive up the price of gas without addressing long-term the issue of declining (gas tax) revenue," said Caldwell. 
McDonnell's proposal, however, has its detractors: "It's fundamentally bad tax policy," Carl Davis, senior analyst at the Taxation and Economic Policy, told the news source. "With the gas tax, if you drive more, you pay more in taxes. Or, if you drive a heavier vehicle that does more damage to the roads, you pay more. If you get rid of the gas tax entirely and rely on the sales tax, you are very literally giving drivers a free ride."
Davis recommends indexing state gas taxes to the rate of growth in the costs of concrete, steel and other infrastructure components. While no state currently does this, he told the news source, Florida's gas tax rate is linked to the inflation rate measured by the consumer price index, and 13 states link their gas tax rate to the price of gasoline.
The Texas Legislature is considering a bill to rededicate all motor vehicle taxes for transportation, money that is currently allocated to education and other non-infrastructure expenditures, notes the news source. Texas hasn’t raised its gas tax in 21 years. 
Wyoming could be the state closest to raising its gas tax this year. A proposal is circulating to boost the gas tax from 14 cents a gallon to 24 cents a gallon. Massachusetts and Missouri are also considering a higher gas tax.
Oregon, Washington and Vermont are among states considering replacing or supplementing their gas tax with one that would tax vehicles by the miles traveled. At least 18 states have studied the idea, notes hew news source, although no state has moved much beyond the experimentation phase.
Year in Review: Florida Emerges as C-store Hot Spot in 2012

JERSEY CITY, N.J. -- The convenience store industry had Carolina on its mind in 2011 as several companies expanded their footprint in North Carolina and South Carolina last year. In 2012, however, the industry's attention traveled further south to Florida.

Wawa Inc. drew the most attention for its entry into the Sunshine State. The Pennsylvania-based retailer previously limited its footprint to the Mid-Atlantic region -- namely New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware and Virginia. This summer, Wawa opened the doors to its first Florida store, located across from Sea World on Central Florida Parkway in Orlando.

The grand-opening celebration attracted officials from across the state, along with area residents eager to get a glimpse inside a Wawa. While many of those residents were transplants from states where Wawa has a huge following, others were just discovering the convenience store retailer. 

Wawa will open six stores in Orlando this year and begin opening convenience stores in the Tampa market in the New Year. Between the two markets, the retailer plans to open 20 stores in 2013, 25 in 2014 and 25 more in 2015. Projections call for 100 stores in the Orlando and Tampa markets in the next five years.

As outgoing CEO Howard Stoeckel put it, "Florida is our future."

RaceTrac Petroleum Corp. also made waves in Florida this year. The Georgia-based retailer opened one of its new RT6K prototype stores in Poinciana, Fla., around the same time that Wawa was introducing itself to the Orlando market -- 36 miles away. More RaceTrac prototype stores are currently under construction in Osceola County and Kissimmee, Fla.

Not to be left in the cold, Thorntons Inc. debuted its first Florida convenience store in Clearwater earlier this month. According to Thorntons, the new location is the first of 15 to 20 new stores that it will open in the Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater area in the next three years.
North Dakota Gas Station Has Old-Fashioned Feel 
The station uses antique fuel pumps and offers charge accounts for local customers.

GRASSY BUTTE, N.D. – If you want to take a trip to yesteryear, you don’t have to build a time machine just visit Beicegel Station in Grassy Butte, North Dakota. Owner Don Trotter and his wife Vickie run the gasoline station and convenience store.
Drivers fill up at antique gas pumps, which don’t offer the pre-pay option, then pay Don inside, on the honor system. Free coffee in the mornings bring in the locals, many of whom have charge accounts, for which Vickie sends a bill at the end of the month. “It’s just like the old days,” said Don Trotter. “You ain’t going to find another one like it.”
“This store for us has always been our local grab,” said Nikki McAlpin, who has a ranch near town and also works at the store. “We depend on it, actually.”
The convenience store stocks a wide range of products, including auto parts, plumping supplies, milk and food stuffs. The couple occasionally will come to the station in the middle of the night to help a stranded motorist, as the store’s phone number rings through to the Trotters’ house at night. 
With a truck stop under construction nearby, some locals worry that could mean the end of the small shop. But Vickie Trotter said they had no intention of shuttering the doors. “We’ll see how it goes,” she said. “Maybe we can close it up and retire, but for now, it’s like you have to help the people.”
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AFPM "disappointed" in Court of Appeals decision to deny petitions in EPA's E15 decision
The American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) responded recently to the recent U.S. Court of Appeals decision to deny petitions to rehear a case on the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) decision to allow gasoline containing 15 percent ethanol called "E15" to be sold into the general fuel supply for use in some motor vehicles and engines.
The American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) is disappointed that the DC Circuit will not rehear the case and will let stand a procedural block that prevents the court from reaching the merits of this important issue. We remain concerned that EPA's partial waiver will result in significant misfueling and will harm consumers. EPA has authorized the sale of an ethanol blend that virtually every automobile manufacturer has warned will damage existing vehicles," said AFPM General Counsel Rich Moskowitz.
AFPM on October 1, 2012 filed a Petition for a Rehearing of the Grocery Manufacturers of America, et al. v. EPA, reasoning that EPA overstepped its authority under the Clean Air Act by granting partial waivers to allow the use of E15 in certain engines, including vehicles model year 2001 and newer.
Several studies have shown that E15 causes engine damage to passenger vehicles, boats and outdoor power equipment, including chainsaws and lawnmowers, and has led AFPM and other industry groups to raise concerns about a fuel not approved for use by the manufacturers of more than 228 million vehicles on the road today. A recent survey by the American Automobile Association (AAA) reported that 95 percent of consumers surveyed had not heard of E15 gasoline which lends credence to the potential for misuse and engine harm as well as creating safety, liability and warranty issues. 
"We are analyzing the decision and will determine whether to seek review by the Supreme Court. Judge Kavanaugh issued a strong dissent based on EPA's acknowledgment that E15 damages cars and specifically referenced a recent AAA warning calling upon EPA to block the sale of E15," Moskowitz concluded.
In addition, a GasBuddy poll conducted in 2012 found that 68% of responding motorists said that the ethanol mandate should either be suspended or repealed. In the same GasBuddy poll, just 11% said they'd like to keep the ethanol rules as they are. 
Phillips 66, Global Partners Sign Long-Term Logistics Contract

HOUSTON -- Phillips 66 signed a five-year contract with Global Partners LP whereby the latter will use its rail transloading, logistics and transportation system to deliver crude oil from the Bakken region of North Dakota to the Phillips 66 Bayway refinery in New Jersey.

The terms of the contract include a “take-or-pay” commitment from Phillips 66 to receive approximately 91 million barrels of crude oil over the contract term, which equates to approximately 50,000 barrels per day.

“Global has established a ‘virtual pipeline’ for the reliable transportation of Bakken crude,” said Tim Taylor, executive vice president, Commercial, Marketing, Transportation & Business Development for Phillips 66. “Our five-year agreement with Global [Partners] assures us long-term access to advantaged crude for our Bayway refinery through what we believe is a cost competitive origin-to-destination supply system to the East Coast.”

The contract will utilize Global’s network of loading facilities and offloading terminals. According to Phillips 66, it is one of the first energy companies to move shale crude to the East Coast. Last year, the company expanded its capability to deliver shale crude to its refineries by truck, rail, barge, ocean-going vessels, and pipelines.

“We are proud to partner with one of the world’s leading independent downstream energy companies,” said Eric Slifka, president and CEO of Global Partners. “Phillips 66 and its predecessor have been long-standing strategic business partners with Global for more than 15 years in the refined products market.” 

Houston-based Phillips 66 is a downstream energy company with refining and marketing, midstream and chemicals businesses. The company, spun off from ConocoPhillips last year, also leases its Phillips 66 and 76 brand names to thousands of U.S. convenience stores.

Waltham, Mass.-based Global Partners LP engages in the wholesale and commercial distribution of refined petroleum products, renewable fuels, and natural gas and crude oil. It also has a portfolio of approximately 800 owned, leased or supplied gas stations.

Tesoro closure means only one refinery remains in Hawaii 

It's not good news for motorists in Hawaii: Tesoro plans to shutter its lone refinery in the Aloha state, leaving Chevron's smaller 54,000 barrel per day plant as the sole refinery left in the island state. "I think the affects of the refinery are probably and should be very minimal because shipping gasoline around the world is so simple and efficient these days," added former Chevron station operator Frank Young, according to a Hawaii News Now story.
Young might want to explain how an already isolated state would only feel "minimal" impacts if Hawaii's lone refinery would suffer setbacks, like it did in 2011, thanks to a unit going down. GasBuddy data shows that average gasoline prices in Hawaii were $3.48 December 5, before the refinery problem, rising to $3.65 by December 22. Futhermore, the shutdown now means Hawaii will be more dependent on supplies from the U.S. West Coast. Just last year, the West Coast was marred by refinery kinks including two major refinery fires and several outages, which led California to see its fastest increase in gasoline prices ever. With the shutdown in Hawaii, it is highly likely that motorists notice more pricing volatility as they become more dependent on imports for their supply of gasoline. 
Less competition is never good for a market, and there's absolutely nothing positive coming from this shutdown- there's a loss of jobs, loss of security, and loss of competition. State officials and gasoline station operators maintain that any disruptions will be minimal since there's a glut of petroleum products that could be shipped into Hawaii. Anyone want to make a bet?

CITGO Agrees to Settle in MTBE Contamination Suit

CONCORD, N.H. -- Just one day after the state of New Hampshire's trial began against ExxonMobil Corp. and CITGO Petroleum Corp. seeking $816 million in fees to monitor and treat water systems contaminated by the additive MBTE, the latter oil company has settled.

According to Bloomberg, CITGO reached an agreement with New Hampshire to be dismissed from the suit while a settlement is completed.

The trial began on Jan. 14. The settlement was announced on Jan. 15 after a witness, Graham Fogg, a professor of hydrology at the University of California, Davis, testified that 2 percent of the state's private wells are polluted with hazardous levels of MTBE, making the water unfit for drinking, reported the news outlet.

The New England state is seeking damages from companies based upon their market share of gasoline sales in New Hampshire during the period in question. It is unknown what compensation CITGO will pay New Hampshire. However, Bloomberg estimated that since CITGO's market share of gasoline sales were between 3.1 percent and 8.7 percent, the state could be seeking between $25 million to $71 million from CITGO.

Under terms of the agreement, the two parties must complete the settlement by Feb. 15 or agree to an extension.

"The parties stipulate that CITGO Petroleum shall be severed from the above captioned case until such time as a consent agreement between CITGO and the state is filed with the court," a joint statement read, which was signed by Nate Eimer, a lawyer for CITGO, and Mary E. Maloney, New Hampshire's assistant attorney general.

The trial will still go on between New Hampshire and ExxonMobil. When asked about a possible settlement for the oil giant, ExxonMobil spokeswoman Claire Hassett told the news source that "nothing has happened that would change our approach to this litigation."

Fogg is currently is being cross-examined by ExxonMobil attorneys, who questioned the professor's numbers and methodology, the website reported. MTBE is an acronym for methyl tertiary butyl ether. According to New Hampshire, when the additive is used in gasoline, MTBE presents a risk of groundwater contamination.

Death of Common Sense
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Today we mourn the passing of an old friend, by the name of Common Sense. Common Sense lived a long life but died recently in the United States. No one really knows how old he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red tape. He selflessly devoted his life to service in schools, hospitals, homes, factories helping folks get jobs done without fanfare and foolishness. For decades, petty rules, silly laws, and frivolous lawsuits held no power over Common Sense. He was credited with cultivating such valued lessons as to know when to come in out of the rain, why the early bird gets the worm, and that life isn't always fair.

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you earn), reliable parenting strategies (the adults are in charge, not the kids), and its okay to come in second. A veteran of the Industrial Revolution, the Great Depression, and the Technological Revolution, Common Sense survived cultural and educational trends including body piercing, whole language, and "new math." But his health declined when he became infected with the "If-it-only-helps- one-person-it's-worth-it" virus.

In recent decades his waning strength proved no match for the ravages of well intentioned but overbearing regulations. He watched in pain as good people became ruled by self-seeking lawyers. His health rapidly deteriorated when schools endlessly implemented zero tolerance policies.

Reports of a six-year-old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate, a teen suspended for taking a swig of mouthwash after lunch, and a teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student only worsened his condition.  It declined even further when schools had to get parental consent to administer aspirin to a student but could not inform the parent when a female student was pregnant or wanted an abortion.

Finally, Common Sense lost his will to live as the Ten Commandments became contraband, churches became businesses, criminals received better treatment than victims, and federal judges stuck their noses in everything from the Boy Scouts to professional sports.

Finally, when people, too stupid to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot, were awarded a huge settlement, Common Sense threw in the towel.

As the end neared, Common Sense drifted in and out of logic but was kept informed of developments regarding questionable regulations such as those for low flow toilets, rocking chairs, and stepladders.

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust; his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason.

He is survived by two stepbrothers: My Rights, and Ima Whiner. Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone.

CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Enrolled to practice before the IRS
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing
 Dinesh Chokshi

 Enrolled Agent  
Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.* Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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PAYROLL OFFICE OF AMERICA





AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.
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AFLAC 

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida Inc. proudly endorses AFLAC for all our supplemental insurance into our “Benefit Program”. 

Contact; AFLAC Randy Weber 407.908.4262. e-mail dh2_enterprises_inc@us.aflac.com 
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  General Liability, Property & Underground Gasoline Tanks Insurance

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s / Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc. money saving programs and a complete insurance package including Underground Gasoline Tanks to meet your business responsibility.
Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
Health Insurance
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For many years we have been searching for a Health Insurance provider to meet the needs for you your family and your employees. 

I am pleased to announce the endorsement of as the preferred Health Insurance program provider for the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. Low premiums for individual. 
For information Contact Curtis Colbert Atkinson & Associates Insurance, Inc.
1537 Brantley Rd Bldg C.
Fort Myers, FL 33907 
239-980-1291 cell
e-mail curtis@atkinsoninsurance.com  website atkinsoninsurance.com
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We would like to make you aware that Insurance Office of America (IOA) owns a subsidiary called Payroll Office of America (POA). POA offers state-of-the art payroll, tax and HRIS system solutions. They are a full service company providing all the same services as other national providers. Contact Cindy Antor @ (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
[image: image30.emf]Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact: Contact: Meadowbrook @ (800) 726-9006 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for nine out of the last ten years.

Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 




S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. 

Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations

Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   

Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

           City______________________State_________________________Zip______________
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars












                  New
                

Trucks












        Wholesale
                                                                                                                                                                                                     For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     
If anyone has any R12 Freon in storage,  IDPS Group is paying $15 dollars per pound for R12 Freon virgin or reclaimed any size amounts.
Contact Ken Broudy Office: (407) 324-5422 & (407) 383-9889 Cell  E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
AMSOIL Dealership Opportunities

Synthetic motor oil is the fastest growing area of the "do it for me" market, and AMSOIL has a great product line for your customers. 

Whether you are buying AMSOIL for yourself, your garage or to become an independent dealer, I am here to help you!

Jerrold Schiff

http://www.oilfl.com

407-619-8441
Schiffkey Consultants Inc.
Jerrold Schiff
Land: (407) 772-2081 Mobile: (407) 619-8441

mailto:jerrold@schiffkey.com
http://www.schiffkey.com
Computer Virus Removal - Web site hosting - Web site SEM SEO 

http://www.schiffkey.com

Don't get mad - get HELP ! 
Computer Virus Removal
Computer Repair Orlando 

HOUSE CALLS - 7 days a week 

Panic Popups Porn Spam
Computer runs slowly or freezes? 
Satisfaction guarantee or your viruses cheerfully refunded
Web Site Hosting
Web Site Search Engine Optimization - see existing customers - quick - fast - seo - sem - great results!
SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

*Help Line Pat Moricca 






(407) 774-9700

*Attorney Barry S. Balmuth                                                           Toll free (866) 452-9400 

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers' Comp. Dividend Program Contact: Meadowbrook 

*Meadowbrook Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPL)  @            (800) 726-9006                                                                                           

*Health Insurance contact Curtis Colbert
               (239)-980-1291 cell
*Property & Casualty Liability Curtis Colbert                                               (239)-980-1291 cell                                                                         

*Underground Storage Tank Insurance Curtis Colbert                                (239)-980-1291 cell                                                             
*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

   (407) 332-8311   Fax (407) 332-7111 

*ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard           Toll Free (888) 600-4368

*RPM Inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing  Bill Page
                 (727) 443-1442   (800) 398-0987 

*Pump Computer Board Corrosion Protection & Solutions LLC 

Contact Ronald Knight or Robert Kay                                                         (813) 831-1238

*AFLAC Contact Randy Webber 

     (407) 908-4262

*Payroll Cindy Antor
                 (800) 243-6899 ext 15046
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth  

561-756-5203 
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida

Welcomes All New Members

Membership Does Not Cost, It Pays

Consumer Advocates, LLC

Amy Cottrill, Owner

Titilayo “T” Cogdell, Manager

321-352-0607

941-773-8758

E mail acottrill4@yahoo.com
A Medwaiver provider for companion, respite, PCA and in home support services. "Our passion is to help individuals with disabilities and the elderly".
Serving Seminole, Orange, Osceola and Brevard. 

For information contact: Amy Cottrill or Titilayo “T” Cogdell @ 321-352-0607 or 941-773-8758

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information 
contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809

St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 
‘Angels Among Us’
Presents

The Best Of

‘Angels Among Us’
 With Unique Special Angels of all Ages




Cast Father Tom



Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Gerry Kelly - Debbie Karleskint
Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (407) 252-0957 or

Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700
‘Angels Among Us’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more. 
The Whale
Front page story in the San Francisco Chronicle, you would have read about a female humpback whale who had
become entangled in a spider web of crab traps and lines. She was weighted down by hundreds of pounds of traps that caused her to struggle to stay afloat. She also had hundreds of yards of line rope wrapped around her body, her tail, her torso, a line tugging in her mouth. A fisherman spotted her just east of the Farallon Islands (outside the Golden Gate) and radioed an environmental group for help. Within a few hours, the rescue team arrived and determined that she was so bad off, the only way to save her was to dive in and untangle her. They worked for hours with curved knives and eventually freed her. When she was free, the divers say she swam in what seemed like joyous circles. She then came back to each and every diver, one at a time, and nudged them, pushed them gently around as she was thanking them. Some said it was the most incredibly beautiful experience of their lives. The guy who cut the 
rope out of her mouth said her eyes were following him the whole time, and he will never be the same. 

May you, and all those you love, be so blessed and fortunate to be surrounded by people who  will help you get untangled from the things that are binding you. 
And, may you always know the joy of giving and receiving gratitude.

$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____














