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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation, casualty and property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

The problems facing our industry today affect every dealer, no matter how large or small. And, since no one individual could possibly begin to solve these problems alone, it remains that each should join in a collective effort to protect his/her business investment.

Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help in the fight to keep the

Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act of Florida (Below Cost) law.

Make an important investment in your business future for less than $1 a day. 
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Below-Cost Law Bill?
Legislator says repeal of Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act will save 7 cents/gal?
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- A state legislator wants to lower gasoline prices in Florida, but a trade group says it will cost jobs and close gas stations, reported The Sun-Sentinel. State Representative Irv Slosberg (D) said the repeal of the state's Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act will reduce the price of gasoline by seven cents per gallon. He said it would save Florida drivers $784 million a year by allowing stations to sell fuel below cost.
"I think in today's economy, every penny counts," he told the newspaper.
Slosberg cited studies found on the Internet, the report said. The 1985 law's intent was to prevent one retailer from having any competitive advantage over another by selling gasoline for less than what they paid to suppliers.
There aren't a lot of mom-and-pop gas stations around anymore," he said. "It's all big business, and if they start saying that the larger corporations are going to drive mom and pops out of business, that behavior is already illegal under federal antitrust laws." Appearing at a Mobil station in Boca Raton, Slosberg announced his bill had been filed and co-sponsored by State Senator Rhonda Storms (R).
The AAA's local chapter supports any benefits of repeal, but it is also wary of the impact on consumers. "Generally, we're supportive of things that save consumers money," local AAA senior vice president Kevin Bakewell told the Sun-Sentinel. "Obviously if it was going to have a devastating effect on the mom and pop [stations] and that made gasoline less available in rural areas where the motorist wouldn't even have access to plentiful, easily available fuel, we'd be concerned about that." 
Legislative Alert
The Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act again has come to the center of debate. As reported earlier, Sen. Ronda Storms (R-Hillsborough) District 10 (813) 651-2189 has introduced S 936 to repeal Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost). This law simply guarantees that no one can purposefully sell below cost to damage competition and ultimately harm the consumer. It is imperative that all of you contact your Senator and tell them that you adamantly oppose repeal of the MFMPA and vote against S 936. To find your legislator, go to www.flagas.com and click FL Senate and FL House and explain that the repeal of the MFMPA will put small gasoline retailers out of business to vote against the repeal or 

contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida at 407-774-9700.

Alert notice: Boca Raton Representative Irving Slosberg District 90 (561) 470-6644 has introduces HB 4085 to repeal the Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act (Below Cost). Contact your Representative and ask them to vote against HB 4085.
The MFMPA (Below Cost) does not increase gasoline prices. 

It does, however, prohibit anyone retailing (Wal-Mart / Murphy Oil along with the Hypermarketers, Big Box retailers and the Oil Companies) from selling gasoline at a retail outlet below cost, where the effect is to injure competition.  It is important to note that the law does not discourage competitive discount prices.  On the contrary, it makes it illegal to sell gasoline below wholesale cost with the intent of driving out competition.  In addition, once thousands of independent gasoline retail dealers/owners, including jobbers who are small businesses and whose families and employees depend on their survival are eliminated, they are gone forever and will lessen competition and choices to the consumer will lead to higher gasoline prices.
A letter was mailed to Florida Representative members of the Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropriations committee to vote against bill # HB 4085 and members of the Senate Commerce and Tourism committee to vote against bill # S 936.

Contact your state Representative and Senator to vote against the Below Cost repeal bills. 
Join the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and help Keep Below Cost law     
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TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
National Presence,
- Local Care

A2L Technologies has helped thousands of small business owners just like
you remediate their contaminated sites. We offer turnkey services and
innovative cleanup technologies to ensure minimal impact to your business
operations.

We work around your schedule and business needs
Financing is available for the deductible part of your insurance coverage
We invoice the insurance company direct - eliminating your out of pocket
costs
We handle all of the state paperwork
We offer discounts for multiple sites

e Like you, we are a small business enterprise, and as such your business
is very important to us

Call us today for a FREE consultation!

Contact: Larry G. Schmaltz, PE
A2L Technologies, Inc.
10220 Harney Road NE

Thonotosassa, FL 33592
Ph: 813-248-8558
Fax: 813-248-8656

www.A2LTechnologies.com




Don’t let this happen again! 
Conserve Conserve Conserve!!!  

 
The Middle-East Wake Up Call
The dependency for imported crude oil is at risk in the Middle-East!

The U.S. uses approximately 20% and the largest user of crude oil world supply approximately 85 million barrels a day. The consumer should send a message to the Oil Companies and Oil Barons at OPEC and reduce their demand for gasoline.

ExxonMobil 4th quarter of 2010 was the second best profit quarter reported earnings of $9.25 billion the highest since its record profit of $14.8 billion in the third quarter of 2008. For the full year, ExxonMobil Corp. said it earned $30.5 billion compared with $19.3 billion in 2009. Annual revenue increased 32 percent to $383 billion. The U.S. must increase production for alterative energy (wind, solar, ethanol, coal, natural gas to name a few and cancel the restrictions and start drilling for oil wherever we can. That message will get the attention of the Oil Barons at OPEC and the crude oil producers.     
Fear Premium

Unrest in Libya has crude markets, U.S. motorists on edge over prices

NEW YORK -- Oil prices soared to the highest level in more than two years as Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi urged his supporters to attack protesters who are violently challenging his 42-year rule, reported the Associated Press on Tuesday. Energy consultant Jim Ritterbusch said a "fear premium" has added about $10 per barrel to the price of oil. That means prices could tumble once the region settles down. "But that doesn't look like it's going to happen anytime soon," he told the news agency.
Only a small part of Libya's oil production appeared to be affected, though analysts fear that similar revolts will spread to OPEC heavyweights like Iran.
Libya holds the most oil reserves in Africa and is the world's 15th-largest crude exporter at 1.2 million barrels per day, according to the Energy Information Administration (EIA). At least three Libyan ports that handle oil shipments have been closed, according to the report. Any production losses in Libya could be quickly absorbed by other countries, AP said. 
Brent is considered to be more susceptible to disruptions in Middle East oil supplies, while large U.S. stockpiles of crude have helped keep WTI prices lower.
North Texas has plenty of supply; unfortunately, it'll just be more expensive. But even if supply from Libya was cut off completely, it'll just be at a higher price."
The Wall Street Journal said that many U.S. oil refiners and consumers are finding their costs have already escalated. Refiners such as Valero Energy Corp. are paying prices that mostly track Brent, not WTI, and those costs are being passed on to gas stations.
February 24, 2011, Nymex Crude Future traded over $100 a barrel during the day and wholesale gasoline prices increased 72 cents a gallon in the last 6 months 
BP to Divest ARCO Brand
BP is repositioning its refining and marketing (R&M) business in the U.S. and divesting two of its US refineries, in a move that will halve BP’s U.S. refining capacity, The Financial reported.

BP announced it plans to find buyers for its Texas City, Texas refinery and the Carson refinery near Los Angeles, together with its associated integrated marketing business in southern California, Arizona and Nevada. As part of this sale, BP expects to divest the ARCO brand (though retaining brand rights for northern California, Oregon and Washington) and to retain ownership of and license the ampm brand. Subject to regulatory and other approvals, BP plans to complete the sales by the end of 2012.

“BP plans to focus future downstream investment in the U.S. on further improving and upgrading its other, more advantaged R&M networks in the country—based around the Whiting, Indiana and Cherry Point, Wash., refineries and its 50% interest in the Toledo, Ohio refinery. These refineries have greater flexibility to refine a range of crude oils including heavy grades, and on average are more diesel-capable than BP’s current portfolio. They are also well-integrated with BP’s marketing operations and benefit from advantaged and focused logistics infrastructure,” BP was quoted as saying.

BP plans to sell both the Texas City refinery and the Carson refinery with its marketing network as going concerns and expects significant market interest in the assets.

BP currently is in the process of a number of major investments in its other U.S. refineries, including a large investment program to transform its 405,000 bpd capacity Whiting refinery, significantly increasing its capability to process heavy Canadian crude; a clean diesel upgrading project at its 240,000 bpd Cherry Point refinery and the addition of a continuous catalytic reformer to its 160,000 bpd capacity Toledo refinery (a 50/50 joint venture with its partner Husky Energy Inc).

Increase in drive-offs

INDIANAPOLIS – As gas prices exceed $3 a gallon, many Indianapolis gas stations are seeing an increase in the number of drive-offs, TheIndyChannel.com reports.
"I spoke with a local retailer this morning and he told me that usually when it hits about $3 a gallon and above that's when he sees an increase at the station he runs," said Indiana State Police Trooper Dave Poynter.

Rural communities have reported more drive-offs than their city counterparts as there is a diminished police presence there and many do not offer a prepay system. However many are now reassessing their security measures as theft increases.

"We always feel we can give good customer service if we can allow the customer to go ahead and pump the fuel first," said Ron Seay, Kroger safety manager. "When the incident rate for drive-offs increase, then we have to do what we have to do."

The Kroger Gas Center in New Castle reported three gas drive-offs in the past week. The station has now installed a surveillance system and made the pumps hardest to see prepay.

Over the past decade, NACS has seen misdirected anger at rising gas prices lead to an increase in gas theft. However, gasoline theft has declined since September 2005 (post-Hurricane Katrina when gasoline rapidly increased and topped $3 per gallon) when more stations began mandating prepay for fuel. In 2009, gasoline theft cost the U.S. convenience store industry $89 million, a steady decline from the record $300 million reported in 2005. 
Skimmer Scams Continue in California  
Customers across the state are reporting unauthorized debit-card transactions linked to gasoline station skimmer fraud.

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. – Debit-card skimming has become prevalent in many areas of California, Noozhawk.com reports. Increasingly, unauthorized card readers have been placed inside gasoline pumps by thieves.

The skimmers are attached inside the pump or over the card reader to transmit credit or debit card data and personal ID numbers via Bluetooth or other technology, said Santa Barbara Police Lieutenant Paul McCaffrey. Thieves use the information to siphon funds from bank accounts or make purchases.

Los Angeles police identified at least 380 fraud victims linked to a gasoline station in Sierra Madre, who lost more than $109,000 collectively since December 2010. On the East Coast, skimming scams have been run since 2008. Security experts warn that more skimming scams are likely this year.  

Debit and credit card use soared when gasoline prices increase. To maximize protection at the pump, police advise customers to select the credit card option when paying with a debit card.
“For every device we create to prevent fraud, criminals are two steps ahead of us, and it’s getting worse because of the economy,” said Dan Oriskovich, vice president and senior relationship manager for Chase Bank. “Many times when they do obtain the information, they package the information and sell it overseas or domestically.”

Stations should be alert to anything suspicious and check your pumps, if any tampering shut the pump and call police.

Electric Car Owners Could Face Non-Gas Tax  
Oregon mulls a 0.6 cents per mile fee, while a Washington senator proposes a $100 annual flat tax.

SALEM, OR and OLYMPIA, WA – Just when you thought being eco-friendly was not only environmentally sound but also financially prudent, lawmakers in Oregon and Washington State are mulling electric car taxes as a means for recouping the lost gas tax revenue from the transit switch, the Register-Guard and Seattle Times report.

Oregon's bill takes the form of an odometer fee, with electric car owners paying a "vehicle road usage charge" beginning with model year 2014 vehicles and plug-in-gas-electric hybrids.

House Bill 2328 would charge drivers 0.6 cents for every mile they drive, the rough equivalent of what a 48-miles-per-gallon Toyota Prius hybrid costs in state gas taxes driving 15,000 miles per year.

“We have to make sure that they are contributing to the cost of the roads that they are driving on,” said state Rep. Terry Beyer, chairwoman of the state Road User Fee Task Force, which recommended the tax legislation.

In Washington, Senate Bill 5251 would impose a flat tax of $100 per year for electric cars; a fee that Senate Transportation Committee Chairwoman Mary Margaret Haugen says is an equitable solution.

"Electric cars will be driving on the highways right along with all the other cars. One of our biggest issues is preservation and maintenance of our existing highways. We believe they should be paying their fair share," Haugen said.

The Times said it was uncertain whether the bill would clear the Washington Senate if it passes Haugen's committee, or how the House would view the measure.

If approved, the governor's budget office projects it would generate $400,000 in 2013 and $1.9 million by the 2015-17 state budget cycle.

Swipe-Fee Reform Efforts Continue
Lane stresses importance of reform; Welch decries monopoly pricing

WASHINGTON -- Longtime 7-Eleven franchisee Dennis Lane was on hand last July does not consider the fight over.
During a teleconference designed as a reminder of swipe fee reform significance and the need for the rules to be implemented, Lane explained swipe fees by way of a customer's purchase of a $1 newspaper--on which he makes six cents and might pay 28 cents in interchange fees, if the customer pays with a debit card. "I would certainly not turn you away; it's not good customer service. But it would be less expensive for me to hand you the paper for free and say, 'Have a nice day'." He said the fees are his second-highest expense, behind labor costs, and added, "More and more consumers every day come into our stores with plastic."
Lane also explained that the fees have been escalating rapidly, pointing out that in 2010, Dallas-based 7-Eleven paid $177 million in interchange fees, compared with the $40 million it paid in 2002. He added that 80% of the company's transactions are made with debit cards.
"Interchange fees are something I have no control over. If I don't like what the company that empties my dumpster or mows my lawn or plows my parking lot [charges], I can sit down and get bids. I can put myself in a competitive situation and get a better price.• They are the only person in my world as a retailer that I cannot negotiate with."

The Wall Street Reform & Consumer Protection Act--H.R. 4173 would require the Federal Reserve to set regulations resulting in "reasonable and proportional" swipe fees for debit cards.
He also said, "The money that we save if this is allowed to stand unchanged and unchallenged will be ultimately passed along in a lower cost of goods, lower operating expenses and it will give us a better opportunity to support the community, better support our consumers and hire more people."
The teleconference was organized by the Merchants Payments Coalition, a group of convenience stores, retailers and small-business owners whose membership associations represent approximately 2.7 million stores and 50 million employees.
Credit Card Fees Increase

As a percentage of overall sales, card fees increased in 2009 of total gasoline retail industry sales dollars, factoring in all forms of payment, including cash and check. Total credit card fees ($7.4 billion) also surpassed overall convenience store industry pretax profits ($4.8 billion) for the fourth straight year in 2009.

Energy Drinks in Crosshairs Again
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Study recommends regulation like tobacco, alcohol; industry calls it "misinformation"

MIAMI -- Energy drinks are under-studied, overused and can be dangerous for children and teens, according to the Associated Press, citing a new study from pediatric researchers at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine. The study, "Health Effects of Energy Drinks on Children, Adolescents & Young Adults," was published online February 14 in the journal Pediatrics. The study comes only months after a U.S. crackdown on alcoholic caffeinated beverages such as Phusion Projects' Four Loko.
A beverage industry association spokesperson, meanwhile, said that the report "does nothing more than perpetuate misinformation" about energy drinks. And an energy drink maker said that the study ignores other scientific research. The potential harms, caused mostly by too much caffeine or similar ingredients, include heart palpitations, seizures, strokes and even sudden death, the authors said. Children with diabetes, seizures, cardiac abnormalities or mood and behavior disorders, may be especially at risk. 
The authors reviewed data from the government and interest groups, scientific literature, case reports and articles in popular and trade media. They want pediatricians to routinely ask patients and their parents about energy drink use and to advise against drinking them.
"We would discourage the routine use" by children and teens, said Dr. Steven Lipshultz, pediatrics chairman at the University of Miami's medical school and senior author of the study.
The report said energy drinks often contain ingredients that can enhance the jittery effects of caffeine or that can have other side effects including nausea and diarrhea. It said that they should be regulated as stringently as tobacco, alcohol and prescription medicines.
In a review of the current literature, the authors determined that energy drinks have no therapeutic benefit to children, and both the known and unknown properties of the ingredients, combined with reports of toxicity, may put some children at risk for adverse health events.
Youth account for half of the energy drink market, and according to surveys, 30% to 50% of adolescents report consuming energy drinks. Typically, energy drinks contain high levels of stimulants such as caffeine, taurine and guarana, and safe consumption levels have not been established for most adolescents.
Court Ruling Nixes ZIP Code Request by Retailers  
The California Supreme Court unanimously ruled that stores cannot ask customers for their ZIP codes at the cash register.

SAN FRANCISCO – The California Supreme Court ruled last week that retailers cannot request ZIP codes from customers at time of purchase. The court found that such a practice violated a state consumer privacy regulation.

Most retailers nationwide ask customers for their ZIP codes, but the California Supreme Court's seven justices unanimously determined that this practice goes too far, reports CNN. The ruling, penned by Justice Carlos Moreno, points to a 1971 state law that prohibits businesses from asking credit cardholders for "personal identification information" that could be used to track them down.

Bill Dombrowski, president of the California Retailers Association, told CNN that it’s "ironic" that a practice intended to protect consumers from fraud is being nixed. "We think it's a terrible decision because it dramatically expands what personal information is, by including a ZIP code as part of an address," he told the news source, adding, "We are surprised by it."

CNN continues that the decision only applies to California and does not specify how or if all business that take credit cards, such as gasoline stations, would be affected, “though it does state that its objection is not over a retailer seeing a person's ZIP code, but rather recording and using it for marketing purposes.”

Walgreen’s Sells Private-Label Beer

CHICAGO -- Walgreen Co. has rolled out a private-label beer, branded Big Flats 1901 to more than 4,600 of its 7,655 stores nationwide. Walgreen’s has been stocking stores as alcohol licenses are approved, according to a report in the Chicago Tribune. The beer is retailing for 50 cents a can in the Chicago market. Prices will vary by market, and the beer will be available in states where private-label alcohol is legal, the newspaper reported. 

"In this tough economy, consumers are looking for value and ways to make their money go [further]," a Walgreens spokesman told the Chicago Tribune. "Big Flats 1901 offers our customers a premium lager at a great price." Big Flats is made by Novato, Calif.-based Winery Exchange, which also provides private-label alcohol for chains like Costco Wholesale and Trader Joe, the newspaper reported.

Washington Lawmakers Consider Bill to Outlaw Flavored Tobacco Products  
Meanwhile, roll-your-own tobacco stores in the state boast a brisk business.

OLYMPIA, Wash. – Both the Washington House and Senate are considering bills that would ban the sale of flavored tobacco products, KPTV reports. Also included in the bills would be the sale of smokeless tobacco products, including capsules, pills and pouches. 

Washington Secretary of the Department of Health Mary Selecky appeared before the Senate in a hearing on the issue, saying that flavored tobacco products have a major impact in young people smoking. The state’s Office of Financial Management pointed out that the bans would cause the state to lose around $20 million over the next two years due to a drop in tax revenue. 

State Sen. James Holmquist Newbry may add a provision to the bill that would allow adults to purchase flavored tobacco products. The bill also includes a ban on pipe tobacco. In addition, the proposal would give localities more authority to regulate tobacco and would enact more regulations regarding retail tobacco displays. 

It’s unclear how such a bill would effect the growing roll-your-own tobacco stores popping up in Washington, the Kitsap Sun reports. Consumers can use machines to roll their own cigarettes for around half to two-thirds the cost of commercially manufactured cigarettes.

For example, DIY Tobacco in Port Orchard, Wash., has seen a brisk business since opening in December. With the state and federal taxes on cigarettes pushing the cost of a pack up by more than $4, roll-your-own cigarettes have garnered a following. Taxes on loose tobacco are much lower than on cigarette packs. 

A court case might change that, though. The U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio handed down an injunction against the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau forbidding the agency from enforcing federal rules requiring roll-your-own stores to have manufacturing licenses. 

However, some in the tobacco industry claim that roll-your-own stores use pipe tobacco for cigarette tobacco in order to take advantage of a lower tax rate. David Sutton of Altria Media Affairs said that pipe tobacco sales have spiked while roll-your-own tobacco sales have dropped. 

“Altria’s tobacco companies support legislative efforts to ensure that roll-your-own tobacco is taxed in the manner that Congress intended,” said Sutton.
The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is pleased to announce the endorsement of attorney Barry Balmuth with many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 
Barry’s goal!

To provide high quality legal services in a timely fashion. We consider the representation of our clients a privilege and we promise you we will work hard to get the best possible result for you. We welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can help you with no cost or obligation.*  Please contact us @ 561-242-9400 or toll-free at 866-452-9400 or e-mail at balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu 

My staff and I welcome you to our Web site www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com. 

On this site, there is more information on my education, experience, qualifications, and area of practice as well as links to other informative sites. We hope you will find our site informative and useful.
Attorney

Barry S. Balmuth, P.A.                                     
Centurion Tower-Eleventh Floor     *Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Federal (PMPA)
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1101



West Palm Beach, Florida 33401     *Motor Fuels Marketing Practices Act Florida (MFMPA)
Toll free at 866-452-9400

e mail-balmuthlaw@alum.emory.edu www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com
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AV RATED FLORIDA BAR BOARD CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL AND BUSINESS LITIGATION LAWYER PRACTICING SINCE 1990
Many years of experience in the gasoline industry representing dealers in PMPA matters and franchise disputes! 

Barry Balmuth, litigates in eminent domain and can represent you at no cost and help you in obtaining compensation for business damages and for property loss when the government or Barry Balmuth      a utility takes a portion of the property on which your station operates for a road project.  Government agencies and utilities must pay full compensation and, in many situations, business damages as well as attorney’s fees and costs when they use the power of eminent domain to acquire property.  

For complete information go to www.flboardcertifiedlawyer.com or call toll free at 866-452-9400.
Anita Baron Joins American Equipment Finance 

American Equipment Finance (AEF) has named Anita Baron as VP Business Development. In her new role, Baron will be responsible for business development across several targeted industries. Prior to joining AEF Baron spent 12 years with Butler Capital.  She is very active in the Car Care and Convenience & Gas industries, and is a past officer of the Mid-Atlantic Car Wash Association.  

 “Anita’s financing expertise combined with her vertical market industry expertise is a tremendous asset to AEF”, indicated Len Baccaro EVP of AEF.  “This combination is a very big step in AEF’s growth with some of the industry’s most seasoned professionals, and Baron is one of the best.” 

 “After an extensive search, I could not have joined a better company” noted Baron. “AEF is a perfect fit for someone that has industry expertise and values a proven management team and sales organization - with vast resources and access to capital.  This is a very exciting time for me professionally, as I look forward to building the AEF Brand”, noted Baron.  

 As a native Baltimorean, Baron has a degree from American University and resides in Baltimore County with her husband and their two children.

About American Equipment Finance 

AEF is an equipment financing & leasing company, operating in multiple locations across the U.S. headquartered in Warren NJ.  AEF provides same day approvals up to $250K.  AEF specializes in leases and loans ranging from $25,000 to $1,000,000. 
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American Equipment Finance
258 King George Road
Warren, NJ 07059
American Equipment Finance LLC is an innovative and rapidly expanding commercial finance company, operating in multiple locations across the United States to serve your needs. American Equipment Finance LLC provides instant access to capital for businesses - both large and small seeking to acquire assets necessary to expand and grow.

In addition AEFLLC develop, implement, and manage Customer Finance Programs (CFP’s) for Manufacturers, Dealers and Distributors that wish to offer their customers instant access to funds for the purchase of their products and services (finance underground tanks, dispensers, POS systems & the related construction costs that go along with an upgrade, renovation or re-imaging of a service station or a C-store?)

For information contact Len Baccaro @ (800) 785-3060 ext 202
E mail lbaccaro@AEFLLC.COM  Web site www.aefllc.com
U.S. Department of the Treasury
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network




FenCEN’s Web site is located at: http://www.fincen.gov 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
(703) 905-3770

December 4, 2006

FinCEN Announces Launch of FinCEN Updates E-mail Subscription News Service

The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) today announced the launch of FinCEN Updates – a new, free 

e-mail subscription management service designed to keep the financial industry, the media and the public informed of news, rulemakings, advisories and other developments at FinCEN. This new secure e-mail subscription management service permits users to customize their updates, which enables them to receive e-mails related to the topics to which they have subscribed.
FinCEN Updates allows users to choose their subscription preferences. Subscription items include advisories, guidance, news releases, rulings, enforcement actions, and current career opportunities at FinCEN. Users can add or delete subscription items themselves, and have the option to password protects their accounts for increased security. Users can opt to have FinCEN Updates sent immediately, daily, weekly, or monthly to their e-mail accounts or directly to a wireless device.

FinCEN selected the GovDelivery® E-Mail Subscription Management service to monitor designated website content and to send an e-mail to alert subscribers when there is new information posted on FinCEN’s public websites. Subscribers will receive e-mails from the 

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network at the address fincenupdates@govdelivery.com. 

To subscribe to FinCEN Updates, visit FinCEN’s website at www.fincen.gov or subscribe directly at http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=USFINCEN. 
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Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program

The Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida proudly sponsors Meadowbrook Insurance Group as its source for workers’ compensation insurance. Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Compensation is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.

For more Information contact:

Cindy Winternitz 800-575-1816 or Pat Moricca 407-774-9700.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida-Meadowbrook Group Workers’ compensation dividend program has produced a dividend on paid premiums for eight out of the last nine years.

7% Dividend for Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida – Meadowbrook Workers’ Compensation program on paid premiums
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Insurance Office of America

Insurance Recommendations, the last minute policy renewal quotes: 
By waiting till the very last minute it will prevent the insured (you) from being able to shop for a lower cost policy. Below are a couple tips to help you get the best deal on insurance.

Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida’s/Insurance Office of America’s money saving programs and a complete insurance package to meet your business responsibility. 

Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899 (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700 

“The Official Insurance Broker of the Jacksonville Jaguars”  
For Information, contact Glen Esbjorn @ Toll free1-(800) 242-6899 ext 4114  Sharon W. Cockrell @ Toll free1-800-253-8036 ext 206 or Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700  
CHOKSHI ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES, INC.
Prompt and Reliable Services
682 Maitland Ave. *****************Accounting
Altamonte Springs, FL 32701****************Payroll & Income Tax
407-332-8311***********************Electronic Filing
Petrofuse USA Your Tank & Piping Double all Solution
FYI our process can be used on ASTs as well as USTs.

Petrofuse ZP LTD established in 1995 in the UK, commenced approvals in 2001 in the US and works in 2006.
We are one of the industry leaders in the relining of existing fuel storage tanks.
We are currently able to upgrade tanks (IE 3 @ 8k fiberglass) in an average of  8 - 12 business days.
Petrofuse ZP double wall piping system is one of the finest in the world.
Petrofuse ZP coat four lining system for USTs works with fiberglass or steel tanks.
Petrofuse ZP double walled tanks system (secondary containment) is designed to contain leaks from the inner tanks.
Petrofuse ZP includes leak detection monitors. All Petrofuse ZP products are warranted.
Compliant with API1631 and compatible with E85 (85% Ethanol) 

For additional information please contact: 

Pat Purvis e mail-patpurvis@petrofuseusa.com   561-739-7966 www.petrofuseusa.com 


Petrofuse is pleased to announce the addition of C- Store Branding and Imaging to our services 

RE-IMAGING Re-imaging has been around for quite sometime. And by now, most marketers large and small, branded and unbranded realize the value of their image and how it impacts their profits.
Majors and independent oil companies alike have spent millions to upgrade their stations, in terms of both general appearance and to establish a consistent image at all locations. Branded jobbers have been forced to upgrade their stations by their oil company suppliers who invest heavily in image incentive programs to help offset some of the costs. Meanwhile independent jobbers are discovering that they must provide a desirable image to stay competitive against the growing numbers of attractive and efficiently designed location.
The rewards for even the smallest changes can have a dramatic affect of revenue in both fuel and store. Costs and results will vary depending on whether the work is a simple superficial paint and decal or a complete rebuild.
Re-imaging can often mean much more than just remodeling. It may require area research to find a jobber's niche in that area and what is required to position himself properly in that market. 
A new name or logo, for instance, can make a big difference. Your image should be as important as the price the customer sees. It has been proven that customers will choose a well groomed and lighted facility over the price of fuel to feel safe and clean. And they will return to you for the same reason.

561-739-7966 www.petrofuseusa.com 


  Pump Calibration LL
        P.O. 138426 Clearmont, Florida 34713
Florida-New Jersey-Connecticut-Maryland-Pennsylvania
     Simple Pump Calibration Identify Bad Meter
    *Stop Losing Money!
    *Why is WatchDog Different From All The Rest





*What is “Real Time” Calibration?






*What is The Definition of Calibration?





             *Why is “Real Time” Pump Calibration Important?






 *Does Simple Pump Calibration Identify Bad meters?
       *Calibration is NOT new, it is the high cost of fuel that’s new!

How Much is Your Station Losing


The Solution! Contact Kevin Madison 800-322-0106 e mail Kevin@b4upay.com   www,b4upay.com 
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
Corporate Defense Strategies Inc. / Information Research Specialist Inc.

Corporate Defense Strategies / Information Research Specialist provides national and worldwide services. We are a full service private investigation firm that is licensed, bonded and insured. Our principle investigator has over twenty-five years experience in loss prevention and corporate security.  Our investigators are also experts in corporate theft investigations, background checks, interview & interrogations / skip tracing and major asset investigations / judgment recovery.  In addition, CDS is a member of many national investigative associations. 

Toll free (888) 361-3800 
Fax - (407) 324-9856 

e-mail- CDSInvest@aol.com 

Web Site- Corporate Defense Strategies Inc.
INDEPENDENT DEALER PURCHASING SERVICE
Cars













                New

Trucks













      Wholesale                                                                                                                                                                                                   

For the 
lowest possible cost of buying and selling your next vehicle; utilize our service to save hundreds to thousands on your next vehicle purchase or lease. 

No gimmicks or games, IDPS will utilize our network of dealers and work the deal from start to finish. IDPS guarantees a savings to the buyer or there is NO CHARGE. 250 FLAT RATE FEE


                    
                     




Office: (888) 248-1013 * (407) 324-5422 * Fax: (407) 324-9856 E-mail: idpsgrp@aol.com
Equipment for Sale

All items except the water filter are used but in good condition.

1. Wall mounted Elkay water coolers Model EBFSA81D 

2. 3 Head Bunn Cappuccino Machine Black Cabinet Model FMD3 

3. Qty 5 Coffee Air pots with stands Luxus 1 Gallon Model L35-10 

4. Creamiser 2 product refrigerated cream dispenser Model 200 

5. Countertop Stainless Steel Cup Dispenser with cup holder tubes 

6. Bunn 2 flavor Gourmet Ice frozen slush dispenser Model CDS 2----Sold 

7. Everpure Model EV9328-06 

Water Filter System for a combination of drink machines, ice maker and coffee this will treat the water for an entire store setup! 

Combination system provides quality ingredient water for fountain, coffee and ice machines.

New and improved MC2 cartridges feature Micro-Pure media II with antimicrobial protection to inhibit any potential bacteria growth.

System features three quick-change MC2 filter cartridges, a 20" coarse prefilter, and an SR-X Scale Reduction Feeder.

Manifold features water shut-off, flushing valve, inlet and outlet pressure gauges.

Capacity:  27,000 gallons (102,600 L) Flow Rate: 5.7 GPM

Certifications: NSF 42, NSF 53 This item is new in box

We would sell all as a package or individually.

Contact Kevin Headlee * Creekwood Crossing BP * Cell 941-650-8920 * Office 941-756-2458 * Fax 941-755-8521

creekwoodbp@verizon.net
                                         S. O. S.

Safehouse of Seminole Domestic violence is a social issue, which crosses all boundaries and threatens the very fabric of our society. At Safehouse of Seminole, we are dedicated to breaking this cycle of violence through our shelter and community outreach programs. Our crisis line and shelter programs provide victims and their children with the resources they need to begin healing from past and preparing for their future. Believing that education and awareness are vital tools for change, we provide educational programs in Seminole County Schools and other community organizations. 24-Hour Crisis Line 407-330-3933. Safehouse of Seminole needs your donations
Your contribution to Safehouse may be tax deductible on your annual tax return, as Safehouse is an organization of the type described in section 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(A)(vi) under the Internal Revenue Code.  Our registration number is SC-05086.

Safehouse of Seminole Wish List:

Personal Needs – Bedding Needs – Baby Food & Needs -- School Needs – Grocery/Kitchen/Cleaning Needs – Holiday Needs – Miscellaneous Items for everyday Needs! 

Contact the Safehouse of Seminole @ 407-302-5220 for a copy of their Wish List.   

Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Safehouse of Seminole PO Box 471279, Lake Monroe, FL, 32747-1279 

                                                   Name__________________________________Telephone_______________________

Address_______________________________________________________________




             City______________________State_________________________Zip______________ 

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION

*Meadowbrook Insurance Group Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program 
Contact: Cindy Winternitz (800) 575-1816

*Insurance Office of America Property & Casualty Liability Underground Storage Tank Insurance
 Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899-1855 W.S.R. 434-Longwood, FL 32750

*Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. 682 Maitland Avenue Altamonte Springs, FL 32701 
407-332-8311

A2L Technologies Inc. For information e mail upgradehelp@A2LTechnologies.com 
Larry G. Schmaltz 813-248-8558 ext 305 

*RPM inc. Receipts-Printing-Marketing 1536 Bonair St. Clearwater, FL 33755 1-800-398-0987

American Equipment Finance 258 King George Road Warren, NJ 07059 
Len Baccaro @ (800) 785-3060 ext 202

Watch Dog Pump Calibration LLC Contact Kevin Madison   P.O. 138426 Clearmont, Florida 34713   
(800) 322-0106

Pat Purvis e mail-patpurvis@petrofusausa.com   561-739-7966
GASOLINE SUPPLIER

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.                       

P. O. Box 59




Waycross, Georgia 32502                   

Florida: Ryan Firth  

561-756-5203

Eduardo Rodriguez

Macmillan Oil Company Of Fl. Inc.       

2955 east 11 avenue

Hialeah, Fl. 33013
E-mail: eduardo@macmillanoil.com
Cell (305) 283-8580

· If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep ... you are richer than 75% of this world.
· If you have money in the bank, in your wallet and spare change in a dish someplace ... you are among the top 8% of the worlds wealthy.

Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida 

The Down Syndrome Association of Central Florida is the leading voice for individuals with Down syndrome and their families. We offer hope, encouragement and acceptance through advocacy, education and awareness so that each may realize their potential as members of our community.

For information, 407-540-1121 web site www.dsacf.org 

Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers  

Through successful sports training and competition, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers develop physically, socially, and physiologically. The positive experiences the athletes have and ongoing, City of Altamonte Springs Special Needs Cheerleading - Sparklers programs builds confidence and self image, which carries over into all aspects of their lives.

Altamonte Springs Sparklers information contact Ranwa Nin El-khoury C(407)929-7254 W(407)571-8814 F(407)571-8809
St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church

      Altamonte Springs Florida

A Unique Stars Theatre Program 

Fr. Tom Smith’s

“Angels and saints”

With 25 Unique Special Angels of all Ages

Katie Byrnes
       Terry McDonald
Katie Moricca
       Eileen Jefferson

Joe Nasehi
       Chris Kenney

Meggan Van Loon    Eddie Penedo

Kristin Costanzo       Lisa Ramos

Shawn Seaver
       Nataly Hernandez

Angel Resende
       Kimberly Culley

Courtney Coil
       Adriana Kenney

John Ferry
       Brett Jones
Patti Wittick
       Dustin Parramore

Jaylo Lomba
       Tammy Schlier
David Chernega       Joe Tornatore
Briana Edwards
       
Cast Father Tom




Diane Della Piazza                                                                                                                                        

Lisa Cioffi - Frank Corso

Produced and Directed by 

Elsie Doughty
A must-see! 

For information, please contact 

Elsie Doughty @ (407) 252-0957 or
Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700 
Angels and Saints’ shows have received GREAT REVIEWS. Comments from people; I never saw any performance like it; I was moved by the special angels; Everyone should see the show; It brought tears of joy to my eyes; It is a heart-warming experience that makes you feel better as a human being; A classic and much more.  
$10____ $15____





$20____ $50____





$100____other____

















