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214 Stevenage Drive                                                                                                                     (407) 774-9700   

Longwood, FL  32779                                                                                                             Fax (407) 788-3860
Pat Moricca, President                                                                                                    http://www.flagas.com

                                                                                                                                        e-mail  pat@flagas.com
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            NEWSLETTER         XXXX Edition
Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation dividend program, casualty, property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 
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Any eligible businessman or woman, who joins, and participates in on-going programs, will find that his/her savings in overhead costs will more than justify the dues that each member pays.
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LIFELINE OF THE GASOLINE INDUSTRY
[image: image22.emf]THE INDEPENDENT GASOLINE DEALER

VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFITS

http://www.flagas.com
Disclaimer: Comments, articles, and data we provide are based on information we deem to be accurate and reliable. However we cannot guarantee, nor do we accept responsibility, for the accuracy of this information.

*JOIN THE GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA*

MANY MEMBER BENEFIT PROGRAMS


HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

Soon the holiday season will be here.  Many people will be traveling and shopping for the holidays, visiting relatives with holiday cheer.  Many travelers will be stopping in your stations for gasoline, food, service and information.  It’s a good time to show the holiday spirit.  Have a safe and happy holiday. 

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS
I receive many phone calls from non-member dealers that have serious problems with their supplier.  I wonder how many more are out there that doesn’t call? 

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida has helped defeat Wal-Mart and Murphy Oil Company who have tried to repeal Motor Fuel Marketing Practices Act of Florida (Below Cost).  Without help from association members, Wal-Mart and Murphy Oil Company could have prevailed.  Membership pays in many ways with Member Benefit programs that save you money with contacts in the gasoline industry.

Its been very frustrating trying to improve membership and renewals. Membership is down; renewals are slow and disappointing as well as new membership.

Contact your neighbor station and advise him/her of the benefits and how important it is to have a Gasoline Association in Florida now more than ever.

HYPERMARKETS & BIG BOXES

More and more general merchandisers are getting into the gasoline business. "They're not getting into it to make money pumping gas," said David Schroeder, retail analyst with Dominion Bond Rating Service, Toronto. They are doing it to drive more customers into their stores, he said and the oil companies are loving it. Sheetz says they make money on food and use gasoline to attract customers, Costco, Sam’s Club, Wal-Mart, BJ’s, Albertson, Kroger and all the others use gasoline to increase in store sales. 

The traditional gasoline station will have to increase additional profit centers (car washes, c-stores, ATM’s, co-op fast food etc.). That's why we need Divorcement and Open Supply. Remove zone pricing and the oil companies from any control over the retail marketplace and let the thousands of individual gasoline retailers compete for every motorist's business instead of a few out of state oil company pricing managers making gasoline price decisions in Florida. By creating competition in the retail marketplace, the oil companies will have to be competitive at the wholesale level in order to maintain their marketshare and the benefits passed on to the consumer.

Fuel prices at 16-month high
By THOMAS S. BROWN (tom.brown@news-jrnl.com)Business Writer

Oct.3, 2002

Fuel prices at 16-month high as majors raise prices.

For those willing to shop around, there are still plenty of lower prices available. 

Some who monitor the gasoline business predicted other stations will follow with price hikes soon. 

"My guess is that this price increase isn't coming from First Coast, it's coming from his suppliers," said Pat Moricca, executive director of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida, a Longwood-based trade group representing station franchisees. "I'm sure the other companies are going to be going up, too." 

Moricca accused big oil companies of exploiting the possibility of war in Iraq. 

"The first little thing that happens in the Mideast, the majors are quick to jump on it with an increase, and not one attorney general says anything about it," Moricca said. "That's what burns me up." 

The state Division of Consumer Affairs scrutinizes gasoline prices for evidence of price gouging only if a state of emergency has been declared, said division spokesman Terry McElroy. 

"Otherwise, it's a free market," McElroy said. "If people don't like the price, they can still drive down the street to another station." 

Division inspectors who visited 117 Volusia County stations during September found prices for regular ranging from $1.36 to $1.60 a gallon. The average price was $1.47, he said. 

Yoli Buss, director of traffic safety for AAA, noted gasoline prices nationwide began rising in the spring after OPEC said it would not increase crude oil production. Uncertainty about Iraq has increased the price pressure in recent weeks, she added. 

Today's gas prices already are well above the $1.24 a gallon peak they reached in the early days of the 1990 Gulf War, Buss said. However, they're still below the record highs recorded across the nation in May 2001 (some as avg highs running $1.89 and up.) 

Some motorists were unfazed by the increase. Nate Williams said he's continuing to use stations close to his Colfax Drive home even if gas is more expensive there. "By the time you go here and there looking to save a few pennies, it doesn't make any difference," he said. 

N.Y. Prices Could Skyrocket: Schumer
War with Iraq could lead to $2 gasoline, heating oil in Empire State
WASHINGTON -- U.S. Senator Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) has released findings showing that New York State is headed for unprecedented highs in retail gasoline and heating oil prices if the war on Iraq moves forward and no measures are taken to bridge likely crude oil supply gaps. Schumer urged the Bush Administration to reconsider its decision to rule out using oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve in the event of war to ensure that these price increases do not occur.

"Gas and oil prices are already high as it is. And if we enter into a war with Iraq, these prices could skyrocket to historic rates," Schumer said. "We are staring more uncertainty and supply shortages right in the face. If a potential war goes bad and no additional oil reaches the market, even conservative estimates say gas prices would not just hit the roof, but shatter it."

Schumer said experts have shown that oil prices, currently around $30 per barrel, could double to $60 per barrel if the U.S. encounters difficulties in a war with Iraq. Others predict that oil prices could go even higher. 

If oil prices reach $60 per barrel, the price of gasoline could increase by 72 cents per gallon, Schumer said. The finding comes from long-term oil price trends, which demonstrate that for every dollar increase in the price of crude oil, gasoline prices increase 2.4 cents, he said.

"When the price of oil goes up, it's not just a disruption in the balance of global economic or diplomatic factors, it's real money coming out of the pockets of average people, every single day," Schumer said. "Who wants to spend an extra $10 to $20 a week on gas? Over the course of the spring and summer, that can translate into hundreds of dollars. 

" As gasoline prices soared during the summer and fall of 2000, President Clinton responded to Schumer's repeated calls to tap into the SPR by releasing 30 million barrels over 30 days. Prices quickly fell by more than 10% and stabilized for nearly a year.

But in late August of this year, President Bush ruled out using the SPR, which stores in reserve some 600 million barrels of oil. Schumer argues that in the face of a possible war with Iraq, the U.S. must be clear that it is not afraid to use its own petroleum reserves. Keeping the option open, as much as actually using the SPR, can go far toward reassuring markets that a constant oil supply will exist and thus keep prices down.

"President Bush's spokesman said that the SPR should only be used in times of emergency. Well, if oil prices reach $60 a barrel, I'd call that an emergency," Schumer said. In tough economic times, and especially in these dangerous and uncertain times, every dollar counts. High gasoline costs hurt everyone. Drivers pay for it at the pump and shoppers pay for it at the department store. Using the SPR is a clear way out of this dilemma."

NOT SO SUPERFUND

New England stations join "No-Pay Campaign" over cleanup bill
BOSTON -- Thousands of gasoline station and auto repair shop owners across New England are crying foul after the government sent them the bill to clean up one of the nation's worst hazardous waste sites, reports WCVB in Boston. The owners said they broke no laws and shouldn't be held responsible, says the report. Hundreds of service stations from Lowell to Cape Cod have joined the "No-Pay Campaign."

"I did nothing wrong. I followed the law," Champy's Service Station owner Barbara Doucot said. "And I should be punished for following the law?" Doucot's service station has been in the family since 1944. She and her husband said they always played by the rules and always hired a licensed hauler to take their used motor oil for proper disposal. "I signed my name every time they picked up the oil, because I wanted to be responsible," Doucot said. 

Unfortunately for the Doucots and thousands of other service stations in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, the licensed hauler broke the law, the report says. Before going bankrupt, Beede Waste Oil Co. turned its New Hampshire facility into a toxic waste Superfund site. The site in Plaistow, N.H., is costing 65 million dollars to clean up, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency claims the Doucots' share comes to $100,000. "I don't have it," Doucot said. "Who has $100,000 to throw out the door?" 

The EPA's Jim DiLorenzo said the Superfund Law is black and white: "Any generator of hazardous waste is responsible for that waste." He added that the Doucots “did everything right. Unfortunately, their waste went to a facility that didn't handle it properly."

What really angers service station owners, says the report, is what the EPA knew as far back as 1983, when it was discovered that Beede Waste Oil was contaminating water wells around its 39-acre site. Beede did nothing to clean up the problem, and the EPA did nothing to shut the site down until 1994. "If they came to me in 1983 and said, 'There is a big mess at Beede. Don't ship oil there,' there is no way I would ship it there," service station owner Robert O'Keefe said.

O'Keefe paid Beede $1 per gallon to haul dirty oil from his Lowell, Mass., garage. O'Keefe is now being charged almost $6 a gallon to clean up the mess. His bill comes to $12,000. "I did nothing wrong, and I am not going to pay them," O'Keefe said. 

DiLorenzo said that the purpose of the law is to clean up hazardous waste sites, and someone must pay for that. "There is nothing I can tell you that will make this sound fair," he said. "On face value, it sounds unfair. But the overriding principle is to make sure that these sites are cleaned up." Unless Congress changes the Superfund Law, the EPA said there is nothing to think about. Service stations will have to pay now or pay more later. A bill pending in Congress would give service stations more defense against Superfund liability.

Sparks Fly At Gas Stations, But Why?

A national campaign being launched is urging gas station owners to install cards warning consumers about the dangers of flash fires at the gas pumps. 
The cause? Static electricity. A tiny spark caused a massive explosion at an Oklahoma gas station. The cause was discovered to be static electricity. 

Tracy Bronkin and her children learned firsthand how frightening static can be while they were filling up at a gas station. "As soon as I touched the nozzle the flames just were everywhere. My hair, the gas pump, the gas tank. Everything was on fire," Bronkin said. She wasn't smoking, using her cell phone or running the engine. She wasn't doing any of the things that have been prompting warnings for years. Her mistake was getting back in the car. "I got back in my van to write my check like I've done a million times before," Bronkin said. 

Bob Brinks with the Petroleum Equipment Institute sees people at the pumps do it all the time. "That is the absolute bottom line. The refueling process takes a minute or two minutes. Don't get back in your car while you refuel," Brinks said. It's like walking on a carpet, Brinks said. 

There are more than 200 confirmed cases of flash fires at gas stations across the country. From the fabric on your car seat to the clothes we wear, right down to the rubber on more and more people's shoes, a static charge builds up on your body when you slide on and off the seat. If you don't get rid of it before reaching for the nozzle, one tiny spark could cause the fuel vapors around it to ignite, according to Brinks. 

"Touch anything metal before you go to the nozzle. Touch the car, touch the dispensing pump. Anytime you approach the nozzle, just make it a point to touch some metal. That will take the static off you," said Dr. Donald Dean, a consumer safety expert. 

The Petroleum Institute is launching a national campaign about the dangers of static electricity at the pump. It is urging all gas stations to install static discharge warning cards. So what do you do if fire breaks out while your pumping gas? 

The experts say you should leave the nozzle in the tank and run to safety. The fire will eventually burn itself out.

Shell to Cut Nearly One-Third of U.S. Gas Stations
Will pump up the volume at fewer retail locations
LONDON -- Royal Dutch/Shell Group of Cos. said it will cut 30% of its U.S. gasoline stations by June 2004, or 6,000 stations, about double the number it had previously planned to reduce, the Wall Street Journal reports.
The Anglo-Dutch oil concern, which is 60%-owned by Royal Dutch Petroleum Co. of the Netherlands and 40%-owned by Shell Transport & Trading Co. of the U.K., said the more-aggressive station reduction would increase its chances to improve profitability. Shell, which bought part of Texaco Inc.'s interest last year in two refining and marketing ventures, has vowed to turn around its U.S. refining and marketing business, the lowest-performing part of its global portfolio. In the U.S., Shell has badly trailed chief competitors Exxon Mobil Corp., BP Plc. and most other competitors in per-barrel profitability, says the newspaper. 

"We are finding we need to keep fewer stations than previously thought," George Smalley, a Shell spokesperson, told the Journal. He said Shell's strategy is to shed lower-volume stations in several markets and hold onto market share and volume by pumping more volume through existing stations and through more aggressive marketing and advertising. The company points to its success in Los Angeles, where Shell already has cut back its station count by 27% and maintained its market share and sales volume.
The move comes as Shell is spending $680 million to convert Texaco stations to Shell and to refurbish Shell stations. Shell plans to have about 15,000 stations by June of 2004. Last year, Shell and Saudi Refining Inc. acquired Texaco's interests in about 22,000 gasoline stations, eight refineries and 30,000 miles of pipelines for $ 2.1 billion and the assumption of $1.7 billion in debt and other liabilities. In doing so, Shell became the largest seller of gasoline in the country, with 14% of the gasoline market.
In addition to employees who will lose jobs as stations close, Shell said it will cut 11% of the staff of its 15,000-person U.S. oil-products operation by 2004 and cut its retail marketing work force by 35%.
LOST YOUR LENDER

No wonder: With all the mergers, acquisitions and closings, your lender is probably lost too.

We specialize in extending competitive rates on financing from $75,000 to $5,000,000 through SBA and USDA guaranteed loans.

GOLETA NATIONAL BANK

A Community West Company

Contact John Grogan
         Business Development Officer

Office 904-731-9020  fax 904-731-0025  cell 904-571-6564  E-Mail jgrogan@attbi.com
LUNDBERG SURVEY LETTER FROM ANOTHER PLANET???

It seems that the “brain trust” behind the Lundberg Letter, the Lundberg Survey and all their other income producing efforts, have chosen to expound on the issue of below cost sales. You would think that anyone involved in any way with the petroleum industry would have a grasp on the subject, but, evidently, the reality of below cost sales, isn’t reality for some. When a respected publication makes the argument that there is no such thing as below cost sales they must be from another planet. All gasoline dealers know what below cost is, (breaking the law in Florida). For those of you that have competitors selling below cost, remember, according to the Lundberg people, it isn’t really happening. Gasoline dealers throughout the U.S. provide Lundberg Survey with information on their retail price of gasoline free of charge and then Lundberg has the audacity to claim that there isn’t any such thing as below cost sales. All gasoline dealers that provide gasoline prices to Lundberg Survey should stop giving them information. File a complaint against any gasoline station you think is selling below cost. Contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida @ 407-774-9700 for Complaint Forms.
MEMBER BENEFITS

· Newsletter







(407) 774-9700

· Help Line Pat Moricca 





(407) 774-9700 

· Luis S. Konski Attorney 





(305) 260-1031

· Dodson Group Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program 

    (paid  dividends 4 consecutive years) 

     Contact Carl Schmachtenberger




(800) 993-7840 

· Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability 

    Contact Glen A. Esbjorn 





(800) 243-6899 (407) 788-3000

· Underground Storage Tank Insurance 

     Contact: Glen Esbjorn                                                    
(800) 243-6899 (407) 788-3000

· MAI Appraisal Clayton, Roper, & Marshall, Inc., 

     Contact: Steven L. Marshall MAI 



(407)-772-2200 x 314

· Gasoline supply contact Apec Gas contact: Bill McKnight 
(813) 681-4279

· Gasoline supply Golf Oil Co. Major brands 

     Renovation funding available 




(813) 241-4610

· Specializing in commercial loans 

     Contact: John Grogan Goleta National Bank 


(904) 731-9020 

· Grogan Realty Co. Gasoline stations, Comercial property 
(904) 737-3493 Fax (904) 731-0025

· Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. 

Contact Dinesh Chokshi 
 




(407) 332-8311 Fax (407) 332-7111 

· Integrated Cleaning Systems, Inc. Car Wash Equipment, 



100% financing available, Buy, Lease, Co-op Revenue 

Sharing contact: Kevin Collette or Tory Buckley 

(888) 927-4631 (561) 844-7760

· ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard 
(888) 600-4368 

Any eligible businessman or woman, who joins, and participates in a few on-going programs, will find that his/her savings in overhead costs will more than justify the dues that each member pays.

SUPPORT ASSOCIATE MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT OUR ASSOCIATION
**CLASSIFIED**
RAMADA INN LONGWOOD (Orlando area)

And Conference Center

2025 W. State Road 434 

Longwood, FL 32779   (I-4 Exit 94)

407-862-4000 Fax 407-862-3530
www.ramadainnlongwood.com 
e-mail sales@ramadainnlongwood.com 

 Tropical Outdoor Pool 



Free Airport and Theme Park Transportation 

 24-Hour Business Center 



Meeting Space Up To 500 People 

 Discount Good Neighbor Rate Guaranteed 
200 Newly Renovated Rooms In-Room Coffee Maker 

 Microwave, Refrigerator, Remote TV 

Wedding or Event Room 

Grogan Realty Co. 
Specializing in Gasoline stations & Commercial property 
Financing available 
(904) 737-3493 Fax (904) 731-0025

Insurance Office of America 
150 Westmonte Drive 
Altamonte springs, FL 32716-7933 
Underground Storage Tank Insurance 
Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability 
Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899 

Dodson Group Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program (paid dividends 4 consecutive years) 
Contact Carl Schmachtenberger  (800) 993-7840 (941) 627-6644 
 

MAI Appraisal
Steven L. Marshall MAI, SRA  

Clayton, Roper & Marshall, Inc.              

246 N. Westmonte Drive

Altamonte Springs, FL  32714   

(407)-772-2200 x 314

Want to purchase gasoline station with property

Contact Bill Stephens @ 305-361-9205 office 305-361-1955 fax or

e-mail billstephens@mail.com

**STATIONS FOR SALE**

Spanish River Chevron 
4055 N. Federal Hwy. 
Boca Raton, FL 33431 
Contact Ira Winters  (561) 391-8774
 

**BOAT FOR SALE**

23’ 1993 Four Winns Cuddy 235 Sundowner with dual axel trailer 5.8 OMC Corba I/O 
Full transom mold-in swim platform. Huge cockpit seats 8, Bimini and storage cover, VHF, stereo, depth, molded fiberglass floor, no carpet Good deal for $9,500.   Please Contact Pat @ 407-774-9700

 GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA

WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS

PRIVATE
Retail Average Regular Gasoline Prices










Most Recent






Year Ago


09/09/02
09/16

/02
09/23

/02
09/30/02
10/07

/02
10/14/02
10/21

/02
10/22/01

U.S.
139.5
140.1
139.5
141.3
143.9
144.0
145.8
126.5

East Coast (PADD I)
136.7
137.3
137.6
139.6
141.5
141.4
143.1
123.8

Midwest (PADD II)
138.4
139.7
137.7
141.0
146.4
147.3
150.3
118.4

Gulf Coast (PADD III)
130.9
131.8
132.4
134.5
136.8
137.6
140.4
117.9

Rocky Mountain (PADD IV)
144.4
144.0
143.7
144.2
146.1
146.5
146.4
141.8

West Coast (PADD V)
153.1
152.4
151.4
150.6
149.4
148.2
147.5
150.
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