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Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is a non-profit association representing Independent Gasoline Retailers, Convenience Stores, Gasoline Service Stations, Repair Shops, Tire Retailers, Truck Stops and Associates throughout Florida.  Our goal is to improve the interests of these independent businesses and the motoring public.  Cooperation with insurance companies provides benefits for our members.  These benefits include money-saving programs for group health, workers' compensation dividend program, casualty, property and gasoline tank liability insurance. Benefits also include financing to purchase your gasoline station property and much more. 

Any eligible businessman or woman, who joins, and participates in on-going programs, will find that his/her savings in overhead costs will more than justify the dues that each member pays.
LIFELINE OF THE

 GASOLINE INDUSTRY
THE INDEPENDENT GASOLINE DEALER

VISIT OUR WEB SITE FOR THE LATEST GASOLINE INDUSTRY INFORMATION AND BENEFIT

Disclaimer: Comments, articles, and data we provide are based on information we deem to be accurate and reliable. However we cannot guarantee, nor do we accept responsibility, for the accuracy of this information.

AMOCO COMMISSION MARKETERS ALEART

To all Amoco Commission Marketers that are being terminated should contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida for information regarding your rights.

Contact Pat Moricca @ 407-774-9700. 

FACTS ABOUT THE PETROLEUM CONSERVATION AND PREDATORY PRACTICES

With oil supplies directly at risk as global tensions rise, U.S. consumers must get serious about conserving gasoline and diesel fuel.  It does not help conservation efforts when retailers use gasoline as a loss leader because these marketing schemes disguise the real cost of gasoline.  In a recent case, a grocer decided to sell gasoline for seven cents a gallon absorbing a whopping 84 cent per gallon loss. Consumers will not get serious about conservation when gasoline is promoted in such a fashion.  While these tactics undercut conservation efforts, they also undermine the quantity and diversity of retail gasoline competitors.

In many areas of the country, it is becoming virtually impossible for the small independent retailer to compete effectively in the market place. Gasoline, even in recent times with supply shortages, has become a "loss leader" for some retailers who engage in predatory pricing practices in an effort to dominate a local market. 

While many consumers applaud retailers who regularly sell gasoline and other motor fuels below their cost, this enthusiasm is shortsighted.  The reality is that small business petroleum marketers around the country are being devastated by these practices, and many marketers are facing the difficult decisions involved with closing a family business.  For Congress and consumers groups to sit idly by and watch the independent gasoline retailer go under is a costly mistake. Numerous studies have shown the important role that independent gasoline retailers play in a competitive market. A recent study of the California market (Hastings, University of California) clearly demonstrated that following the consolidation of the refining industry, Californians enjoyed two years of the lowest gasoline prices in the country as one refiner waged a price war with independent gasoline retailers.  Once the independents were gone, market dominance was established. Today, Californians enjoy the highest gasoline prices in the country.
OIL COMPANIES MONOPOLY???

As oil companies trim inventory, overall supply in certain regions decreases, making sudden price increases more likely.

After a wave of merger increases, a shrinking roster of oil companies now control 59 percent of the gasoline business in the U.S., up from 41 percent in 1990, according to government and industry figures. When all of the mergers are completed, a similar group of six oil companies will own or franchise 55 percent of the nation’s 175,000 gasoline stations, compared with 30 percent in 1991.  At this rate it’s a matter of time for a complete monopoly and high gasoline prices.

Divorcement and Open Supply should become law because there isn’t any competition at the wholesale level. Gasoline dealers are captive buyers of gasoline and forced to pay a higher price for their gasoline.  Open Supply will allow a dealer to purchase his/her gasoline at a lower wholesale price and pass the savings on to the consumer.
NACS AND SIGMA NOT IN SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL BELOW COST BILL

What is wrong with this picture.  National Association of Convenience Stores (NACS) and Society of Independent Gasoline Marketers of America (SIGMA) are not in support of the national below cost bill.  SIGMA members consist of chains like Costco, BJ’s, Sheetz, RaceTrac, Wawa and Kroger. The Petroleum Marketers Association of America (PMAA), Service Station Dealers of America (SSDA), Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida and many associations across the country are in support of the national below cost bill.  There would not be any reason for legislation if all gasoline stations could purchase gasoline on the open market like the Costco’s, BJ’s, Wal-Mart’s etc; and competition would have a true meaning with consumer driven prices.

Zone pricing, captive dealers, company ops, hypermarkets and anyone else selling gasoline will have a level playing field.  The oil companies like an uneven playing field because they can control their dealers with threats and retaliation like zone pricing to support their own price cutting program, double and triple rent increases and many forms of harassment.

The consumer will benefit with competitive gasoline prices, as the oil companies will have to compete for their market share like any other commodity.     

Retailers ARE Urged to Call THIER SenatORS to Support SOT Repeal

Sen. Mike Enzi (R-WY) will be offering an amendment to include repeal of the special occupational tax on alcohol (SOT) in the Senate's economic stimulus package.  Originally established to generate revenue for the Civil War, the SOT has retailers paying $250 per location, while wholesalers pay $500 and vintners and distillers pay $1,000. 

Since Senate Democrats lack the votes to pass their economic stimulus package, Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) on Tuesday pulled the bill from the Senate floor. Since the bill has been pulled, there will be no vote on Sen. Mike Enzi's (R-WY) amendment to repeal the special occupational tax (SOT) on alcohol, or on Sen. John Kyl's (R-AZ) amendment to make the phase-out of the death tax permanent. 

Please contact your senators and urge them to co-sponsor S. 808, a bill to repeal SOT, and to support permanent death tax repeal when it is debated again. All senators can be reached through the congressional operator (202) 224-3121 or (202) 225-3121. 

BOYCOTT COSTCO,  WA-MART, SAM’S CLUB And BJ’s WHOLESALE CLUB

Costco, Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club and BJ’s  Club are selling gasoline below the marketing areas of Florida.

Gasoline station dealers who purchase convenience store items from Costco, Wal-Mart, Sam’s club and BJ”s  Wholesale club should boycott them while they undersell the gasoline market.  All stations in the marketing area of a Costco, Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club and BJ’s should file a complaint for violation of the MFMPA of Florida for selling gasoline below cost.  There is no way anyone can compete with a Costco, Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club, BJ’s, Albertson type situation.  Gasoline retailers in Florida buy millions of dollars worth of merchandise from these stores while at the same time trying to compete with pump prices that are below cost. Contact the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida for complaint forms at (407) 774-9700.

Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida is committed and very involved to correct the unjust position the gasoline dealer is in.  It takes a lot of time, energy and money to make changes in the gasoline industry.

Although Costco, Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club and BJ’s have been able to retail gasoline at a much lower rate than that of the oil companies captive franchisees, i.e. Shell, Chevron, Exxon, Texaco etc., it unfortunately positions these franchisees in an unfair competitive situation.  Although the community in general does benefit from lower gasoline prices, that benefit is of

an objective nature.  Existing dealers due to lack of volume terminate employees.  Though competition is important, please remember that even Costco, Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club and BJ’s will be at the mercy of the major oil companies once there is no competition.  The major oil companies will most likely raise the price of product to them.  What we have here is less consumer choice and a reduction in competition. The same scenario has also taken place within other states.  I have had many members address concerns regarding the unprofitable nature of their stations.

Oil companies make all of our gas, set all of the wholesale prices for fuel, and they control the retail prices through company-operations and pricing schemes (like zones).  Divorcement, Open Supply and eliminating price zones returns competition to the retail marketplace, and the oil companies will have to compete strenuously at the wholesale level to keep their market shares and the consumer will benefit.  

Why are the oil companies opposed to true competition??? 

SMALL BUSINESS LIABILITY RELIEF

On December 20, 2001, before adjournment, the Senate unanimously passed H.R. 2869, the Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act. The House had passed it the day before under suspension of the rules. President Bush signed it into law on January 11th.

The language will exempt service stations and automotive repair facilities from the Superfund retroactive liability provision with regard to municipal landfills.

Unfortunately, because of lack of support from Democratic senators, the used oil exemption language was not included in the bill. That language is contained in S. 1495.  The bill’s sponsor, Senator Smith of New Hampshire, is to develop a strategy to push for that language.

As passed, service stations with convenience stores with annual sales of $20 million or less, service stations without convenience stores whose annual sales are $6.5 million or less, and repair facilities with annual sales of $5 million or less will be exempt.

Under the new law, if a repair facility has used oil and disposes of it properly and the used oil ends up in a municipal landfill, the facility would be exempt of potential cleanup liability.

If, however, it is collected by a licensed hauler and deposited in an EPA-approved site, the facility could still be liable for contamination

DODSON GROUP WORKERS’ COMPENSATION PROGRAM

15% DIVIDEND WAS RETURNED FROM DODSON GROUP WORKERS’ COMP.  PROGRAM
A 15% dividend was returned to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida members who participated in the Dodson Workers’ Compensation Dividend Program (Feb. 1, 2000 through Jan. 31, 2001).  Contact Carl Schmachtenberger Florida West @ 1-800-993-7840, Rob Lenihan Florida East @ 1-800-343-3581 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700.

· Dodson Group Workers’ Compensation dividend program is available to the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida membership.   With this program, you can save from the start.  You also have the opportunity to get money back as a dividend each year when all participating members emphasize employee safety and keep claims low. 

Although dividends can’t be guaranteed, participating Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida members have received an average of 18% dividend on paid premiums for three consecutive years!

Payroll, Health Insurance Services

Insurance Office of America, one of the fastest growing insurance agencies, has partnered with several employee leasing companies to bring you discounted health insurance programs for you and your employees.  Several programs are available offering a wide variety of companies and plans to choose from.  Health insurance rates are increasing drastically and becoming more and more unaffordable for employers and employees.  By joining forces with a large number of employers through an employee leasing relationship, health insurance is much more affordable!

Insurance Office of America health insurance program has the endorsement of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida. 

In addition, you and your employees will have access to other top quality benefits including:

· Dental

· Vision

· 401k

· Life and Disability 

· Flexible Spending Accounts

· Childcare Reimbursement Accounts

· Direct Deposit

· Credit Union membership

· All benefits are taken on a pre tax basis 

Please contact: Dan Ricker @ 1-888-269-6019 x2520
MEMBER INSURANCE PROGRAMS
· Liability: At least six weeks before your policy expires, seek out competitive quotes from at least one additional agent/company.  You will need to know your current policy coverage and terms to get competitive information. Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida/Insurance Office of America money saving programs with a complete insurance package will meet your business responsibility. Contact Glen Esbjorn from the Insurance Office of America for your insurance needs @ (800) 242-6899  (407) 788-3000 or Pat Moricca @ (407) 774-9700.
******Orlando Predators hero honor day******

On April 12th, 2002 the Orlando Predators will honor our heroes and fallen comrades of September 11, 2001

In a spectacular presentation of patriotism, the Two-Time World Champion Orlando Predators will present our local firefighters, police officers and 5 branches of the military, a tribute to their heroism.

To celebrate this special event, the Orlando Predators would like to invite the members of the Gasoline Retailers Association of Florida, member employees and friends to join us.  Any member that wishes to share in this evening, may purchase tickets from the Orlando Predator’s office by calling Jill at: 407-649-3334 or 800-706-8474.  When calling, please mention the group you are associated with.  A portion of your purchase will go to the organization, charity or association of your choice.  During the Orlando Predator’s season, a check will be presented to a representative of that group.  Should any member of your organization wish to purchase season tickets, they may do so and be assured that the same portion will be donated to the organization of choice.

You have been extended this invitation to express our gratitude for all that you have done for our country.

Ticket prices are as follows:

$23.00, $21.00, $15.00
(Ticket orders must be in by no later than April 10th,. 2002)
MEMBER BENEFITS

· Monthly Newsletter





                   (407) 774-9700



· Help Line-Pat Moricca 




                   (407) 774-9700

· Luis S. Konski Attorney                                                                               (305) 260-1031

· Dodson Group Workers’ Comp. Dividend Program 

      (paid a dividend for 3 consecutive years) 

                                         Carl Schmachtenberger, Florida West 
(800) 993-7840   (941) 627-6644

                                         Rob Lenihan,                   Florida East 
(800) 343-3581   (561) 741-2125

· Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability Glen A. Esbjorn
(800) 243-6899   (407) 788-3000
 

· Underground Storage Tank Insurance Glen Esbjorn                  
      (800) 243-6899    (407) 788-3000


· Gasoline supply contact  Apec Gas Bill McKnight


      (813) 681-4279

· Gasoline supply Golf Oil Co. Major brands Renovation funding available  (813) 241-4610

· Specializing in commercial loans contact John Grogan

      Goleta National Bank
(904) 731-9020

· Grogan Realty Co. Gasoline stations, Comercial property                          (904) 737-3493   (904) 731-0025 Fax

· Chokshi Accounting & Tax Services, Inc. Dinesh Chokshi

       (407) 332-8311   (407) 332-7111 Fax

· MAI Appraisal, contact  Steven L. Marshall MAI
                                  (407)-772-2200 x314

· Integrated Cleaning Systems, Inc. Car Wash Equipment, 

      100% financing available, Buy, Lease, Co-op Revenue Sharing 

      contact: Kevin Collette or Tory Buckley           
(888) 927-4631   (561) 844-7760

· ATM EXPRESS contact: Linda Stewart or Keith Howard 
                   (888) 600-4368


Any eligible businessman or woman, who joins, and participates in on-going programs, will find that his/her savings in overhead costs will more than justify the dues that each member pays.

GASOLINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION of FLORIDA

WELCOMES ALL NEW MEMBERS
MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT COST, IT PAYS
*****CLASSIFIED*****

RAMADA INN LONGWOOD  (Orlando area)
And Conference Center

2025  W. State Road 434 Longwood, FL 32779   ( I-4 Exit 49)  

407-862-4000 407-862-3530 Fax

www.ramadainnlongwood.com                                                        e-mail sales@ramadainnlongwood.com
                                  Thursday No Frills Lobster ($7.95)             Friday Seaford Buffet ($14.00)
Saturday Prime Rib Buffet ($12.95)             Sunday Champagne Brunch ($9.95)

                                   (T F S 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.)                              (10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m)

· Tropical Outdoor Pool
 Free Airport and Theme Park Transportation

· 24-Hour Business Center
Meeting Space Up To 500 People

· Discount Good Neighbor Rate $49.00
200 Newly Renovated Rooms

      Per Night - Guaranteed
In-Room Coffee Maker
· Microwave, Refrigerator, Remote TV
Wedding 
or Event Rooms
Grogan Realty Co.
Insurance Office of America
                                                 

Specializing in Gasoline stations
150 Westmonte Drive


& Commercial property
Altamonte springs, FL  32716-7933

Financing available
Underground Storage Tank Insurance

(904) 737-3493 Fax (904) 731-0025



Group Health, Property & Casualty Liability

                                                                                                        Contact: Glen Esbjorn (800) 243-6899

                                                                                                              **STATION FOR SALE**
Dodson Group Workers’ Compensation                                                           Spanish River Chevron

9201 State Line Road                                                                                             4055 N. Federal Hwy.

Kansas City, Missouri  64114 - 3298




           Boca Raton, FL  33431

Contact: Carl Schmachtenberger Florida West   (800) 993-7840

           Contact Ira Winters

               Rob Lenihan  Florida  East
            (800) 343-3581                          (561) 391-8774
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