Big Meadows, Va to Green Banks, WV

Skyline Drive

51 & 51.9 Big Meadows offers a multitude of activities and services at three sites, all connected by a network of trails.

Byrd Visitor Center, entrance at milepost 51, is one of the park's three major information facilities, providing exhibits on the area's human and natural history; film and ranger programs; sales outlet for publications, slides, and maps; conducted hikes; and self-guiding nature trail.

The wayside facilities at milepost 51.3 include a coffee shop, camp store, gift shop and service station. One mile from the Drive, using either entrance, is Big Meadows Lodge with rooms, dining room and gift shop open in spring, summer and fall. Big Meadows Campground has tent and trailer sites, trailer sewage disposal station, showers, laundry, ice, firewood, self guiding nature trail, picnic ground and the summer campfire program. During the summer and fall, campsites at the campground may be available by reservation only. Byrd Visitor Center, the Big Meadows campground, the Lodge, and Wayside are usually closed in winter. Please call the park for current information of if you plan to visit in winter. (Shenandoah National Park Headquarters - (540) 999-3500.)

Big Meadows Lodge - Located in Shenandoah National Park at MP 51. Open from April 29-November 7. Features 97 lodge rooms and cabins, full service restaurant & bar with entertainment 7 days a week. Gift shop with handcrafted items and special gifts. Call (800) 999-4714.

56.4 Bearfence Mountain summit provides a 360 degree view. The round trip from the parking lot is only 0.8 mile but part of it is a rock scramble and can be difficult, especially if wet. Wear sturdy shoes.

57.5 Lewis Mountain is open from May through October. Facilities and services include cabins, campground with tent and trailer sites, camp store, picnic ground and campfire facilities. Alt. 3,390. 

62.8 South River is a fine place to stop for a picnic and then take a hike to South River Falls, 2.5 miles round trip.

CULPEPER, VIRGINIA

Just a short drive from the Parkway via Routes 211 and 522, Culpeper is where history and hospitality meet. Culpeper's Downtown is filled with world class restaurants and classic diners, art and antiques, gift shops, a Victorian tea house and more. Historic homes and Colonial era churches complement miles of scenic byways.

During the Civil War, more than 160 skirmishes occurred in and around Culpeper. Learn the story of Brandy Station at the Graffiti House, where recuperating soldiers amused themselves by writing on the walls. Find peace and natural beauty at the preserved battlefields at Cedar Mountain and Brandy Station and the crossing at Kelly's Ford. Visit the Museum of Culpeper History for a look at Culpeper's history from pre-historic times through the 20th century.

Enjoy the outdoors hiking, biking, canoeing, fishing and horseback riding. Treat yourself to a glass of fine Virginia wine at one of our award winning wineries, or visit Virginia's only legal moonshine distillery farm. Join us for annual events like the 4th of July Celebration, summer concerts and movies, the Harvest Days Farm Tour, the Air Fest and the Christmas Tour of Homes.

Small Town charm and world-class shopping and dining in the crossroads of Virginia's history

Culpeper Department of Tourism

www.visitculpeperva.com

540-727-0611

Culpeper Visitors Center

111 S. Commerce Street

1-888-CULPEPER

www.visitculpeperva.com 

65.7 Swift Run Gap. Junction US 33. East west 7 mi. to Elkton, 24 mi. to Harrisonburg. South 25 mi. to Grottoes. Alt. 2,365 Park Rangers at the entrance station can answer your questions and give other assistance.

ATTRACTIONS

Rockingham County Fair - US 11 off I-81 between exits 240 & 243. Virginia's County Fair with big name entertainment. August 13-18, 2006. RCF. 4808 S Valley Pike, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 www.rockinghamcountryfair.com  (540) 434-0005.

FOOD, LODGING, & CAMPING

The Village Inn & Restaurant - I-81 Exit 243. Scenic rural setting, free HBO, relaxing pool and hot tub, deluxe playground, wireless internet, in-room coffee, micro-wave & refrigerator. AAA 3 Diamond. Family owned for 3 generations. www.thevillageinn.travel   (540) 434-7355.

Harrisonburg to Green Bank to follow
