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The Japanese Government


The government of Japan has a bicameral legislature, referred to as the Diet. It consists fo the House of Councillors, made of appointed members, and the House of Representatives, with elected members. The House of Representatives has the ability to table and pass bills. If it passes a bill that is voted down by the other house, it can override with a two-thirds vote in the affirmative. When dealing with treaties, the budget, and selecting a Prime Minister, the House of Councillors can delay passage, but not block legislation. This is why the House of Representatives is considered to be the house with the most power of the two.


The head of the Executive branch is, of course, the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister is appointed by the two houses of the Diet via a runoff system. If the two houses choose different people, then a joint committee is formed in order to select a common candidate. If a consensus is not reached within ten days, then the House of Representatives' decision is assumed to be that of the Diet. This, in theory, allows the House of Representatives to elect any candidate it wishes. The Prime Minister's job is to “exercise control and supervision” over the Executive branch, chair meetings of the cabinet, appoint and dismiss Ministers of State, permit legal action to be taken against Ministers of State, counter-sign all laws and cabinet orders, and assume Supreme Command of the Self-Defense Forces. The current Prime Minister of Japan is Shinzo Abe, of Japan's Liberal Democratic party.


The Judicial branch is independent of the other two branches. The Judicial system of Japan is drawn from customary law, civil law, and Anglo-American law. Japan's Supreme Court is, according to Article 81 of the Constitution, “the court of last resort with power to determine the constitutionality of any law, order, regulation, or official act.” It also nominates judges to lower courts. Members are designated by the Prime Minister and appointed by the Emperor.


The role of the Emperor is defined in Chapter 1 of the 1947 Constitution of Japan. He is defined in Article 1 as the “symbol of state and the unity of the people”, Article 3 states that the cabinet's approval is required for all acts of the Emperor in matters of state, Article 4 denies him powers related to government, Article 6 gives him the power to appoint the Prime Minister and Chief Judge of the Supreme Court, and Article 7 gives him the power to perform some “ministerial functions”, subject to the cabinet's approval. The Emperor does not have any reserve powers. There has been a controversy within Japan on whether or not the Emperor really is a monarch, in the political sense of the term, as opposed to a political figurehead or pretender.

