The Rancho Bernardo High School Instrumental Music Program

 

The Rancho Bernardo High School Instrumental Music Program provides an opportunity from students to develop an appreciation for music and encourages the skills and discipline necessary for achieving musical success throughout a lifetime of experiences. Students learn the importance of a cooperative team effort while working with fellow members to accomplish the shared goals of the Symphony Orchestra. Music students have fun meeting new friends and traveling to new and exciting places. In addition, the program challenges students in areas of personal growth and musicianship.

 

The Symphony Orchestra follows a performance schedule that includes concerts and solo/ensemble festivals.

 

Symphony Orchestra

 

The Rancho Bernardo High School Orchestra is a string ensemble fall semester and a full orchestra during concert season. The Symphony Orchestra has its own student leadership. The Symphony Orchestra’s year is full getting ready for performances and festivals starting with a string concert in the early months of the school year. The Spring Semester of Festival Season is the highlight of the Symphony Orchestra’s year when the group participates in numerous festivals. The season ends with a Spring Concert.

 

Responsibilities of a Rancho Bernardo High School Music Program Member

 

The emphasis of the Rancho Bernardo High School Music Program is on striving for musical maturity. As a member of the Symphony Orchestra, you will have the unique opportunity of maintaining the tradition of high standards set by the Poway School District’s Music Program. You will also have several areas of responsibility.

 

Responsibility to the School

The school district provides the facility and equipment necessary for the development of the Music Program. The Music Boosters provide support and encouragement as well as being responsible for fund-raisers and other activities and functions. As students of the Rancho Bernardo Music Program, you are a representative of the Rancho Bernardo student body and the community as a whole. Your good citizenship and behavior represents not only your school but also the Poway Unified School District.

 

Responsibility to Each Other

You have the obligation to respect the rights and feelings of others, both in and out of practices and performances. Treat everyone as you would wish to be treated.

 

Responsibility to the Symphony Orchestra

Promptness, commitment, effort, and attendance are essential elements to the success of the Symphony Orchestra. Schedules of rehearsals and performances are announced and/or posted. Please arrange your schedules to fulfill your obligation. Attendance at all regularly scheduled rehearsals and performances is mandatory.

 
Responsibility for School Instruments

If you are using a school instrument, you accept responsibility for maintaining it and take all precautions to see that the instrument is returned to the school in good condition.

 

Responsibility for excellence

Musical excellence on the part of individuals affects the performances of the Symphony Orchestra. Private lessons during the year are strongly suggested, by the director, for all students. Lessons may be paid for out of a student’s account.

 

About the Music Boosters

 

The purpose of the Music Booster Organization is to promote and support the activities of the music students and performing groups of the Rancho Bernardo High School Music Department. The all-volunteer group has an operating budget that is approved each year by the board and fund-raisers are selected to raise money to meet the needs of the years’ music program. Parents are encouraged to join the organization and lend their time and talents in support of this effort.

 

The Mission of the Rancho Bernardo High School Music Boosters

The Music Boosters promote and encourage:

· Musical excellence in the program

· Teamwork and cooperation in all activities

· An environment of mutual respect and dignity

 

Parents become voting members of the Music Booster Organization by purchasing a membership card. A large amount of money and volunteers are needed each year to fill leadership and support positions, help out with fund-raisers, chaperone, haul equipment, pat heads, applaud, and provide moral support. ALL PARENTS are encouraged to volunteer their time and effort in the support of these young people.

Financial Responsibility

There are numerous costs associated with running a quality music program. Money must be raised to pay for expenses. Not only are there yearly reoccurring expenses necessary to maintain the basic music program, but also the occasional special events in which our groups are invited to perform. In that case, additional fund-raising efforts may be necessitated.

 

Financial support is provided by: the school district, yearly fees charged to each music student and fund-raising efforts of the Music Booster Organization. There are two basic types of fund-raisers: one where the proceeds go to the General Music Fund and one where students can work to earn money which can be used to pay for music-related expenses.

 

It is necessary for students to pay their yearly fees when due. In addition, it is reasonable to expect those students and their parents will participate in fund-raising activities or will donate an amount of money in lieu of donating their time. The Music Director may submit a grade of Incomplete to students not meeting their financial obligations. If there is a case of financial hardship, an agreement on a payment schedule may be negotiated. All money owed to the music program must be paid before graduation.

 
Music Program Sources of Income

The income of the Music Booster Organization supports activities that are essential to a successful music program. Funds are used for group learning experiences, coaches, transportation, equipment and other expenses.

 

Student Accounts

The Treasurer of the Rancho Bernardo High School Music Booster Organization maintains student Accounts. Funds for accounts are earned by student participation in various approved fund-raisers and/or direct contributions by parents. Funds will first be used to meet annual student expenses, as determined by the Director and the Music Booster Board. Additionally, the Booster Board reserves the right to debit the Student Account for any additional money owed to the general fund. Any remaining funds may be used for the following approved expenses:

· To help pay the student’s share of travel expenses incurred while the Symphony Orchestra is on tour or attending competitions or other music functions away from home.

· To help pay student tuition at approved music functions designed to benefit the music program.

· To pay for private instruction in music related skills that, in the opinion of the Director, will benefit the music program

· Purchase of musical instruments

· Other music related expenses including the purchase of concert clothes, as approved by the Director.

 

Check with the Director before making any major purchase, or if you are not sure whether an expense is an approved expense.

 

Unused credit in a student’s account will be carried over to the next school year to be used for approved music expenditures. The Treasurer must receive requests for withdrawals from graduating seniors’ accounts that were in the music program in the spring semester by July 31. As of August 1, and only if requested, all funds remaining in a graduate’s account may be either 1) held for an incoming sibling enrolling in the music program during the next of following school year or 2) transferred to another sibling enrolled in the music program during the first semester of the next school year. Otherwise, all remaining funds from graduating students will revert to the Rancho Bernardo High School Music Booster General Fund. The same policy applies to transferring students.

 

If a student drops out of the music program before another sibling enrolls in the music program, all funds will revert to the Rancho Bernardo High School Music Booster General Fund. Additionally, once a student drops a music class, s/he no longer has access to the money in his/her student account. The drop date used for student accounts is the same as the school’s last day to change and/or drop classes in a semester.

 

Students may start earning money for their student’s account as early as the 7th grade. No funds may be withdrawn until they are enrolled in the High School Music Program and only then for an approved expense. If such a student eventually does not enroll in the music program, all funds will revert to the Rancho Bernardo High School Music Booster General Fund.
On the third Wednesday of every month during the school year, a report listing all active students’ accounts will be posted in the band room. The balances included in this report will include all debit and credit activity up to and including the date of the report as provided to the Treasurer by authorized school and/or Music Boosters personnel. Students have the responsibility for keeping their own independent set of records of their activities and for verifying the accuracy of the report. If the report does not appear to be accurate or is missing credit for an activity, students should contact the Treasurer and the appropriate school and/or Music Booster personnel as soon as possible but no more than two months after the posting of the report where the disputed item first appeared or from the date of the missing activity. Requests to correct items older than two months must be submitted in writing to the Music Booster Board and the Director and be approved by them.

 

To withdraw money from their student account, a student, or any other authorized person (i.e., parent, the Director, or Music Booster Board member), should completely fill out a form entitled “Rancho Bernardo High School Music Booster Check Request” (alternatively, the Director and Music Booster Board members may submit written requests to the Treasurer. If there are any special requirements or instructions, indicate those on the form. Attach a copy of all relevant receipts to the form. Give the form with the attached receipts to the Director for approval. No funds will be disbursed without the Director’s signed approval. The Director will forward all approved forms to the Treasurer for subsequent payment. If the account does not have sufficient funds to cover the approved expense, the form will be returned to the Director with no expenses paid. If there are sufficient funds, the Treasurer will issue a check as requested. The issuance of checks for approved expenses should take about one week after the Treasurer has received it.

 

The balance of a student account must not fall below zero dollars. Negative balances are not permitted. Under no circumstances will a Student Account debit be processed which causes that account to go negative.
 
Estimated Expenses 2003-2004
Symphony Orchestra Students Only

Symphony Orchestra Fee
$155/year

Music Booster Membership
$10**

Tuxedo/Dress
$100 (est.)

Private Lessons
$80 (est.) per month **

String Spring Semester Tour
Depends on location (optional)
**Optional, but strongly suggested

Fund-Raisers

Fund-raisers are a major source of income for the music program. A student participating in fund-raising is vital to the success of the program. The Rehearse-a-thon, Recycling, $crip program, and Candy Sale are examples of fund-raisers for students and parents.

 

Rehearse-a-thon

The Rehearse-a-thon is a fund-raiser used to fund orchestra expenses not covered by the standard Orchestra fees or District funding. It is an annual all day Saturday event held during the school year. The event consists of a rehearsal and culminates with a concert in the evening, to which the parents and public are invited.

 

Recycling

Individual students may participate in the recycling program. All students in the music program are eligible for recycling routes. The amount that can be earned varies with the price of newsprint. In addition to earning money for your music-related activities, a recycling route helps our environment. To find out more about the recycling program, see the Music Booster Monthly Newsletter.

 

$crip

The $crip program is a major fund-raiser in which all families can participate with no additional expense. Grocery and Department Store scrip are gift certificates, which the Music Boosters purchase at a discount. You purchase scrip at face value. The profits are shared: 80% to your Student Account and 20% to the Music Booster General Fund (Effective 7/1/95). You can also purchase scrip for friends, relatives, and colleagues. Scrip may be purchased at any General Booster meeting, at the end of Royal Regiment Tuesday night rehearsals in the fall, or at any other time from designated scrip distributors. In addition to the grocery store scrip, there is also a large variety of Department Store scrip available (including Restaurants, Drug Stores and Theaters). Profit for these varies from 4% to 20% of face value. Popular ones include Sears and JCPenney’s. Check out the monthly Music Booster Newsletter for more up to date information on this program.

Policies for Special Situations

 

Drugs, Alcohol, Controlled Substances

Possession of the above substances will result in removal from participating in the music program and will be reported to appropriate authorities. The Poway Unified School District policy states that the first offense will result in transfer from Rancho Bernardo High School. 

 

Smoking, Tobacco

School policy prohibits the use or possession of tobacco. Penalties include suspension from school and possible transfer to another school.

 

General Conduct

Foul or abusive language or gestures are not permitted. Any actions considered disrespectful to music staff, Boosters, or other persons will be dealt with firmly. Continued misconduct may result in removal from band performances.

 

Public display of affection is not allowed. THE BASIC RULE—DO NOT DO IT. While personal standards vary from family to family, and from peer group to peer group, it is essential that we maintain a policy that can serve all parties. We must maintain an atmosphere that does not encourage inappropriate behavior and which does not infringe upon rights of others. Some personal behavior can be embarrassing to others forced to observe and be around it, and often times gives a bad impression of our group to others. It is easier to maintain a reasonable atmosphere of friendship and camaraderie without the pressures of dealing with inappropriate public displays.

 

Enrolled students are entitled to appropriate educational opportunities during classroom periods. Extracurricular participating, including rehearsal, performances, and travel privileges are privileges and may be withdrawn at the discretion of the Director.

 

Health Problems

Special health problems should be noted on the Medical Release Form so that adequate care can be provided when traveling. Medical Release Forms must be signed and on file with the Head Chaperone before a student may travel.

 

Travel Policies

A MEDICAL RELEASE must be signed and on file with the Head Chaperone before any student may travel. Special health problems should also be noted so that adequate carte can be provided when away from home. Please update during the year if necessary.

 

Adult supervision is provided on all Symphony Orchestra trips. The Poway Unified School District is responsible for each student traveling with the group. Students traveling to an event with the music group must return in the same manner, with the following exception: Students may return with their own parents or guardian if a not has been given to the Director, in advance, relieving the District of all responsibility.

 

Students may not ride home a music event with a friend or parents of a friend unless a request for permission has been received in writing. The Music Booster Organization assumes no responsibility for any personal items. It is suggested that valuables be left at home.
Buses are to be clean and free of trash at the end of all trips. Students are responsible for loading and unloading.

 

Parents should encourage their children to achieve excellence in whatever they do. In the Music Program, promptness, commitment, practice and consistent attendance at both rehearsals and performances is mandatory and will require parental support. Attendance at performances and competitions is an enjoyable activity and an excellent way for parents to show their support for their child talent and interests.

 

Parent Guidelines

 

1. Student attendance is important—Don’t allow students to miss school.

2. Students should practice as often as possible. Have your musician play for you occasionally. Encourage excellence from them!

3. Avoid overloading your musician with too many extra activities. Their performance will suffer overall.

4. Become involved with your child’s music related activities. Volunteering is a great way to be involved. Extra help is always needed!

5. Attend events and make positive and encouraging comments about performances. Our attitudes reflect on our kids, which in turn affects their performances. 

6. Encourage good sportsmanship toward each other and to our competitors at all times.

 

Communication—How Parents Stay Informed

 

The Music Director and Booster Organization have set up the following procedures for communicating information to all members:

 

Music Notes Newsletter is a monthly publication from the Boosters. The newsletter contains a calendar of important dates, articles and important information on all events and activities of the music program. Separate sections are dedicated to the Band, Symphony and Flag announcements and activities.

 

Rancho Bernardo High School Music Program Internet Site contains information about the Band, Flags and Orchestra. It also contains general information about the about the Rancho Bernardo High School Music Program. The address is: 

http://powayusd.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/pusdrbhs/rbhsmusic/
 Telephone Committee is used to remind members of monthly general meetings as well as provide information on all major events throughout the year

 

Freshman Hotline is a hotline just for freshmen members and their parents. When you don’t know about something and are confused—just call!

General Booster Meetings of the Music Boosters are held monthly at Rancho Bernardo High School. In addition to conducting the business of the organization, a large segment of the meeting is devoted to providing information on various events and activities. The Director is present as well. Attendance at the general meetings is encouraged. Meetings are usually the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM with a social hour afterwards.

 

Music Students are given detailed performance schedules and other information by the Music Director. Parents should ask their students to see fliers sent home. 
Academic Plan for Orchestra Students

It is our goal to make it possible for students to take orchestra for all eight semester of high school. However, there are many common scheduling problems that prevent this from happening. Several courses need to be taken and a certain number of credits need to be fulfilled in order to graduate. At the same time, there are also courses you’ll want to take in order to get into a good college or university. In order to organize your schedule favorably, we want to make you aware of common problems as well as your options and alternative solutions.

 

There are several classes offered over the summer at RBHS such as sciences, social sciences, health, physical education, and languages. Note that courses offered at summer school occasionally change and are not always offered. With special permission from a counselor, you may be able to take courses at another high school that are not offered over the summer at RBHS and upon successfully passing the course have your credits transferred. You can also attend a community college and have your credits transferred as well.

 

A common problem is with advanced social sciences because they are not offered over the summer, ever. Although some students take standard social sciences over the summer, many advanced students choose to take the advanced courses as an advantage towards looking good for colleges. As a result, in order to complete other required course they sacrifice orchestra semesters. 

 

Other credits such as practical arts and physical education are problems. Rarely physical education is offered over the summer; however, know that if you are involved on a varsity-leveled sport, with special permission you can have your physical education credit wavered. As far as practical arts are concerned, if you plan out your schedule with time, you may find an open semester where you can take this credit.

 

Taking a computer literacy test in the fall can pass off the required computer literacy course. Should you pass you would receive no numeric credit, however, you would pass off the course which is required for graduation. You can also take a one-week course over the summer that would also pass you off the course, but you would receive no numeric credit.

 

Health is a course we strongly suggest you take the summer before your freshman year.

 
Biography

Gary Horimoto – Symphony Orchestra

 


Mr. Horimoto received his Bachelor of Music Degree at California State University Long Beach. He is also in the process of getting his masters in conducting at California State University Long Beach.

 


Mr. Horimoto has taught music at several schools including Santa Monica High School, California State University Fullerton, Rancho Bernardo High School, and Poway High School. He has conducted the All Southern California Junior High School Honor Orchestra and has been manager of the All State Honor Band, All Southern California High School Honor Band and Orchestra and the CMEA All State Honor Band. He has been the guest conductor for the Santa Ana District Honor Orchestra, All Southern California Junior High School Honor Orchestra, Bakersfield All District Honor Orchestra and the San Diego City All District Junior High School Honor Orchestra, Washoe District Honor Orchestra (Nevada), Capistrano District Honor Orchestra, Saddleback Valley District Honor Orchestra and the Kern County All District High School Honor Orchestra. As a performer, Mr. Horimoto has played in the Long Beach Symphony, American Youth Symphony, Beverly Hills Doctors Symphony, and the Japanese Philharmonic, Wind Symphony California State University Long Beach and the Brass Ensemble at California State University Long Beach. Mr. Horimoto has performed under conductors, Frederic Fennell, Norman Dello Joio, Mehli Mehta, Zubin Mehta, Neville Mariner, Robert Reynolds and Jeff Reynolds.

This multi-talented individual sets high standards and expectations for his students. His rapport with his students and his understanding of their needs makes for a winning combination of an exceptional educator.

  

Have fun! Socialize! Volunteer! Support the Symphony Orchestra!
