Illustration 1

One time in 1963 a sixty-eight-year-old man set out to build a church by himself. He spent his own money to build a cement-block-and-stone church complete with parking lot and auditorium on a five-acre plot near Greenlawn, New York. William H. Henderson, who formerly owned a construction business, estimated that the church would cost him $90,000 when finished. He planned to leave it for people to use. 

He called himself a minister, but one who preferred to do all the work “with my own two hands.” He boasted of not having “a lick of help” since beginning the project in 1963. He said, “I don’t want anyone coming to help me. Too many people get things disorganized. I do better working by myself.”

Brothers and sisters, all of us are talented in certain ways or in certain things. And we may be able to do some things better by ourselves, but none of us can do everything by ourselves, with our own ingenuity. There is a limit to our genius or ability.

Illustration 2

Helen Keller was born healthy in 1880 but at the age of 19 months she was stricken with an illness that left her both blind and deaf. At the age of six, the half-wild, deaf and blind girl was taken by her parents to see Dr. Alexander Graham Bell. Because of her visit, Helen was united with her teacher Anne Mansfield Sullivan on March 3, 1887. After Helen’s miraculous break-through, she proved so gifted that she soon learned the fingertip alphabet and shortly afterward to write. By the end of August, in six short months, she knew 625 words. 

By age 10, Helen had mastered Braille as well as the manual alphabet and even learned to use the typewriter. 

By the time she was 16, Helen could speak well enough to go to preparatory school and to college. In 1904 she was graduated "cum laude" from Radcliffe College. 

Helen Keller, the little girl, became one of history’s remarkable women. She dedicated her life to improving the conditions of the blind and the deaf-blind around the world, lecturing in more than 25 countries on the five major continents. Wherever she appeared, she brought new courage to millions of blind people. 

Helen Keller once said, “I thank God for my handicaps, for through them I have found myself, my work, and my God.”

Illustration 3

Fanny Crosby became blind at the age of six weeks and yet she went on to get an education and become a teacher of English grammar, rhetoric, Roman and Greek history. She wrote over 8,000 hymns and poems. Some of her most famous hymns are: "Safe in the Arms of Jesus," "Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour," "Rescue the Perishing," "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross," "Blessed Assurance," "Close to Thee," "Saviour, More Than Life to Me," and "I Am Thine, O Lord."

Fanny Crosby is quoted as saying, “Mother, IF I HAD A CHOICE, I would still choose to remain blind...for when I die, the first face I will ever see will be the face of my blessed Saviour."

Illustration 4 -Persecution

David Livingstone was a Christian missionary who opened up central Africa for the gospel. During one terrible journey of seven months, from November 1853 to June 1854, he had thirty-one attacks of intermittent fever, incredible hardships, constant wading through swollen streams, tedious delays and harassing exactions from hostile tribes. He wrote: “It is true that I suffered severely from fever, but my experience cannot be taken as a fair criterion in the matter. Compelled to sleep on the damp ground month after month, exposed to drenching showers and getting the lower extremes wetted two or three times every day, living on roots and meal and exposed during many hours each day to the direct rays of the sun with the thermometer standing above ninety degrees in the shade—

“If you knew the satisfaction of performing a duty as well as the gratitude to God which the missionary must always feel in being chosen for so noble and sacred a calling…You would have no hesitation in embracing it. For my own part I have never ceased to rejoice that God has appointed me to such an office. People talk of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of my life in Africa. Can that be called a sacrifice which is simply paid back as a small part of a great debt owing to our God, which we can never repay.”

Most of us will never have to endure what Liviingstone suffered in living for Christ. YET HE ENDURED AS BEST HE COULD. He continued to live and serve in spite of great difficulty. I AM HUMBLED. In spite of life’s hardships we must continue to live the best we know how. We must continue to live the Christian life.

Illustration 5 -Persecution

John was driving home late one night when he picked up a hitchhiker. As they rode along, he began to be suspicious of his passenger. John checked to see if his wallet was safe in the pocket of his coat that was on the seat between them, but it wasn’t there! So he slammed on the brakes, ordered the hitchhiker out, and said, "Hand over the wallet immediately!" The frightened hitchhiker handed over a billfold, and John drove off. When he arrived home, he started to tell his wife about the experience, but she interrupted him, saying, "Before I forget, John, do you know that you left your wallet at home this morning?" 

Many times in life we come to the wrong conclusion about things. We are sometimes mistaken about people, things and God.

Eccl. 9:1 “So I reflected on all this and concluded that the righteous and the wise and what they do are in God’s hands...” Good conclusion.

Illustration 6

A man filling out a job application blank came to the question, “Have you ever been arrested?” His answer was “No.” The next question asked way, “Why? The applicant answered: “Never got caught.”

We’re all sinners. Some have just never been caught. We’ve all sinned and do sin. And we all need a covering for our sin.

Illustration 7 - Persecution

When a man by the name of Edwards first proposed that disease could be prevented through vaccination, most people were skeptical. They said it would never happen. But it did and the smallpox scourge was eliminated.

ILL.- When Alexander Graham Bell suggested that communication over great distances could occur by means of a telephone, people said it would never happen! 

ILL.- When Robert Goddard began his pioneer work with rockets he said that man would someday land on the moon. Nobody believed him.

Brothers and sisters, many people in our world do not believe that this world will ever come to an end, but Jesus said it would! Do we dare bet against Him?
Illustration 8 -Terrorist

The war in Iraq. A total of over 1000 U.S. service members have died since the beginning of military operations in Iraq in March 2003. Over 7,000 other Americans have been wounded. Of those who have died, 97 percent were men; two dozen were women.

ILL.- 9/11/2001 USA. Over 3,000 lives lost in the worst terrorist attack in US history. A day we will never forget.

ILL.- Russian terrorism, Sept. 1, 2004, first day of school year. 1200 people took hostage, mostly children. Around 400 lives were lost.
Illustration 9 - Goodbye

Dr. Margaret Mead, distinguished anthropologist and author, made a very interesting observation in an address some time ago. She pointed out that for a long time it was the universal custom to say on parting: "Good-bye," which is a shortened form of "God be with you." Today it is quite common instead to say, "Take it easy."

Illustration 9 - Persecution

John Wesley was riding along a road one day when it dawned on him that three whole days had passed in which he had suffered no persecution. Not a brick or an egg had been thrown at him for three days.

Alarmed, he stopped his horse, and exclaimed, “Can it be that I have sinned, and I am backslidden?”

Slipping from his horse, Wesley went down on his knees and began interceding with God to show him where, if any, there had been a fault.

A rough fellow, on the other side of the hedge, hearing the prayer, looked across and recognized the preacher. “I’ll fix that Methodist preacher,” he said, picking up a brick and tossing it over at him. It missed its mark, and fell harmlessly beside Wesley. Immediately Wesley leaped to his feet joyfully exclaiming, “Thank God, it’s all right. I still have His presence.”

While most of us don’t expect persecution every day for our Christian faith, nor do we expect to be hit with bricks or eggs, we must expect a certain amount of persecution if we are living a faithful and fruitful Christian life.

Illustration 10-Work
A great doctor once gave this prescription for life. “If your health is threatened, then work. If disappointments come to you, then work. If you inherit money, continue to work. If you have a nervous breakdown, then go to work. If your dreams are shattered, then work. If sorrow overwhelms you or friends prove untrue, then you must work. If you are happy in life, then keep on working. Idleness brings doubt, fear and evil. No matter what ails you, continue to work.”

Work is a tonic of life and for life. We need to thank God for the privilege of work and being able to work. At the same time, we need to enjoy our leisure time activities. 

I Tim. 6:17 says that God “richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”

Be thankful for everything in life that brings you a blessing or enjoyment. Leisure, work, whatever.

Illustration 11 - Believer

Joe and Moe had a conversation. Joe said, “What do you believe about God?” Moe, “I believe what my church believes.” Joe, “What does your church believe?” Moe, “My church believes what I believe.” Joe, “What do you and your church believe?” Moe, “WE BOTH BELIEVE THE SAME THING.”

Brothers and sisters, many people claim they know what they believe about God and Christ, but they are not really sure what they believe!

Illustration 12 -Work

A businessman said to his wife, “Three days ago I hired a young man to work in the office. He does his work very well and has a very positive attitude. Whenever he finishes a job, he comes to me and says, ‘I’ve done what you’ve asked me to do. What else do you want me to do?’”

He said, “Yesterday, I gave him something to do and later he came to me and said, ‘What’s next?’ He is the only person I’ve ever hired who was willing to do more than I asked of him. THAT YOUNG MAN WILL MAKE HIS MARK IN THE WORLD!”

I think that’s the spirit and attitude that God intended for us to have in life instead of watching the clock to see how much longer we have to work. OUR BUSINESS IS WORK.

Illustration 12

The most recent Surgeon General’s Report, the first one released since the report on smoking over 30 years ago, identified lack of leisure-time physical activity as a serious health threat in the United States. Everyone needs some kind of leisure activity that will enhance their lives, not encumber their lives.

Illustration 12 – leisure 

Leonardo da Vinci once said, “Every now and then go away, have a little relaxation, for when you come back to your work your judgment will be surer, since to remain constantly at work will cause you to lose power of judgment." 

The words of Leonardo da Vinci who was neither idle nor lazy. He excelled as a painter, sculptor, poet, architect, engineer, city planner, scientist, inventor, etc.

Leisure activities can enhance our lives. That’s the reward they bring. Everyone needs to find some leisure activity that revitalizes them.
Illustration 13 - Players

There are three types of base players: those who make it happen, those who watch it happen, and those who wonder what happens."
Illustration 14 - Together

In 1886 Nevada had a state fair. They decided to have a contest among mule teams to see how much they could pull. The first place team pulled 14,000 pounds. The second place team pulled 13,000 pounds.

Someone said, "I wonder how much they could pull together? Could they pull 27,000?" They hitched up both teams and together they pulled, not 27,000 pounds, BUT 35,000 POUNDS!
Illustration 14 – Work hard
Some of you may remember that baseball player Lou Gehrig is called the "iron man of baseball" for a very good reason. For 15 years in the 1920’s and 30’s he played first base for the New York Yankees. He played 2130 consecutive games. And after he retired they X-rayed both of his hands and found that every finger had been broken at least one time, YET HE NEVER MISSED A GAME! He played even though he was hurt. That says something about his character.

Obviously, we have to go on living the Christian life even though we’ve been hurt. And it’s a guaranteed thing we will be hurt in this life. We will experience hurt and pain in some form or another and for one reason or another: because of the devil, sin, or perhaps just because we live in an imperfect world where imperfect things happen all the time.

The apostle Paul was a great player in the game of life. He endured much hardship in life. 

I Cor. 4:11-13 “To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.”

Illustration 14 – Work hard
Ty Cobb, considered by many as the greatest ballplayer of all time, played 3,033 games and for 12 years led the American League in batting average. For four years, he batted over 400. On his deathbed, July 17, 1961, at the age of 74 years he accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior. He said, “You tell the boys I’m sorry it was the last part of the ninth that I came to know Christ. I wish it had taken place in the first half of the first.”

I don’t know if this story is true or not, but the point is clear. There is time when the ball game will end. It will not matter whether we hit a single, a double, a triple or even a homerun. What will matter is what we did with Jesus.

Matthew 11:28 Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

Quips and quotes.

- To have a stress-free day, take a night job.
- It’s better to have loved and lost than to do ten loads of laundry a week.
- The best thing about the future is that it comes only one day at a time. Abe Lincoln
- Even God cannot change the past. (but I would add: He can forgive it)
- A child is a person who can’t understand why someone would give away a perfectly good kitten.
- A good thought is good — a good word is better — and a good deed is best of all.
- Boys have a thousand muscles to wiggle with and only one to sit with.
- Teamwork is essential — it allows you to blame someone else.
- You can discover more about a person in an hour of play than in a year of conversation.
- Speak when you’re angry — and you’ll make the best speech you’ll ever regret.
- The time to relax is when you don’t have time for it.
- To kill time, a committee is the perfect weapon.
- Unhappiness is not knowing what we want and killing ourselves trying to get it.
- The most difficult thing to explain is something you had no business saying in the first place.
- The hardest train to keep on track is the train of thought (especially when listening to a sermon)
- A short cut is usually the quickest way to some place you weren’t going.
- It will be interesting to hear the teenagers of today tell their children what they had to do without when they were young.
- The voter has only one consolation – not every candidate running for office can be elected.
- You know you’ve put on too much weight when you try to loosen your belt and you can’t find it.
- At any banquet you’ll find more after- dinner speakers than after-dinner listeners.
- An apple a day keeps the doctor away. An onion, everybody!

 
Prov. 17:1 “Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting with strife.”

Illustration 15 – Cancer and rejoice

Have you ever heard of J. Vernon McGee? McGee was once a radio preacher. He had a great voice to listen to and blessed millions with his “Thru the Bible” radio ministry. He lived to be 84 years of age and passed away in 1988, but his radio ministry continues.

J. Vernon McGee wrote and said in his radio ministry, “I know why God gave me cancer. One mean letter sent to my wife and me said that God gave us cancer because we won’t obey God and we’re ignorant, and because of the kind of folk we are. Well, some of that may be true, but He didn’t do it in a mean spirit, the way the letter was written. He (God) did not do it because He hates us or because He is mean. God did it in a loving way, and you don’t know how precious He has become to us because of it.”

McGee said that God gave him cancer. I am not sure I agree with this but I agree with the outcome in the sense that the disease made God more precious than ever to him.

I’m not convinced that God gives evil or bad things to His people. He didn’t literally cause the evil that Job experienced. Satan did that. But it is true that God allowed Satan to test Job. And God allows us to be tested by Satan and by the difficulties of living in an imperfect world. And the whole pointing of this testing is to see how faithful to God we will be. And in being faithful, He will bless us. 

Jer. 17:10 “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve.”

Illustration 15 – Run to finish the race
In the 1968 Mexico Olympics, Steven Akhwari of Tanzania fell during the marathon. Bloody and limping, he entered the stadium so far behind that only a few thousand spectators remained. He was asked by reporters why he continued to run. Akhwari said, “My country did not send me 5,000 miles to start the race. They sent me to finish the race.”

Illustration 16 -

I heard about an old elder one time who had served in his church for many, many years. Finally, one day someone said thank you to him for something he did. He broke down and cried. He said, “You know I’ve been an elder in this church over 30 years and this is the first time anybody ever said anything good to me.” What a shame!

When was the last time you said something encouraging to someone in the church for their service, no matter how small it was?

No one should serve the Lord for praise or to receive praise, but everyone needs encouragement to keep on serving.

UNTIL THE JORNEY OF LIFE
