NAMES 

Socrates: 

· He became convinced that the most troubling subject was the human condition itself. 

· He had four basic principles 1) “The unexamined life is not worth living” 2) Valid principles of thought and action are followed to live a good life. 3) Only relentless self- examination will reveal the true principles of right thought and right action. 4) Teachers, Philosophers can only provoke questions that will show the path to enlightenment, they cannot force/tell people how to enlighten themselves.

· Believed that we are all born knowing everything that there is to know.  Learning is really just remembering. 

Plato 

· In “The Republic” he searches for a definition of “justice.”
· A healthy body and also a healthy soul or diseased body and soul. Health of the body rests on a proper harmony or order of the bodily elements and health of the soul in like manner. 
· Three elements that the body and soul rest upon are 1) reason 2) the “spirited” 3) the appetite or desire. Reason must rule, governing the spirited element. The healthy element necessary appetites must be regulated by reason and satisfied in the proper proportion.
· The doctrine that the metaphysical order of the universe is mirrored in the inner psychic order of the soul. 
· Believed that art is harmful and misleading.
· Believed in the world of “forms” which were essentially abstractions.  There is a horse form and a dog form and they are the perfect forms upon which all earthly forms are based.
· “They are perfect, changeless, ideal objects and exist in a world beyond the imperfect, changing world of space and time. Plato's Forms are the models of which all particular things in space and time are mere copies.”
· Defined knowledge as “justified true belief”
Aristotle 

· defends art, he says that great artists have the ability through their art to grasp the universal that lies with in the particular and o present it to  us in such a way that we achieve a greater knowledge than we would otherwise. 
· Universal forms are completely embodied in the particular things of the world space and time. 
· Catharsis- We are purged of our emotions, so we leave the theatre liberated or cleansed. 
Rene Descartes

· Concerns with problems of methodology, justification, and certainty. Challenged all established philosophy and science. 
· Started the new theory of knowledge. 
· Co-invented analytic geometry with Leibniz. 
· method of inquiry and doubt
· “I think therefore I am” = cogito ergo sum and “the proposition, I exist, is necessarily true, each time I pronounce it”. Pronouncing or asserting any proposition true or false about myself or anything else, guarantees that I exist because I am the subject, the asserter, the conscious thinker of the proposition. 
· Believed in deduction, not induction
· Was a rationalist
· Mind-body dualism and Method of Doubt (see definitions)
John Locke 

· All the ideas in the human mind must ultimately be derived from our senses.
· Asked “from what source do we derive the ideas which we use in stating these knowledge claims?” Words must correspond to ideas in our minds or else knowledge claims would not make any sense 
· Tabula Rasa
· We have a word and we make up what we think are meaningful statements using it.   
· Natural Law: social mechanics (the way society works) are dictated by Natural Law (natural rights/actions)
Gottfried Leibniz 

· Contributed to modern science today, and stood with Descartes. 
· Boiled down Descartes’ method to “Take what you need and do what you should and you will get what you want”
· Truths of reasoning are those statements which we know to be true merely by using the law of Contradiction. The Law of contradiction states that a statement and its contradictory cannot both be true.  He also came up with the Law of the Excluded Middle which says that for any statement it is true or its contradictory is true. 
· Truths that cannot be certified but appeal to the laws of logic are called truths of fact 
· Wrote the two Monads which were metaphysical views of how things were put together.
Immanual Kant: 

· Grappled with problems of morality, duty, justice, and virtue. 
· He rejected that religious doctrine could provide a foundation for morality. Our moral principles must be established on purely rational grounds, open to criticism and capable of a defence as solid as the principles of pure logic themselves.  
· He saw the problem as a constant struggle of what we know to do as right in the face of temptations and distractions. 
· Categorical Imperative- a command that orders us to do something regardless of what we want or what our aims are. It is the absolutely right principle for all persons in any situation. 
· Reason was capable of moving us to action. 
· A society of moral agents, all whom govern, their actions by reason, all of whom are ends in themselves, and all who are autonomous. Called the kingdom of ends. 
· With in the individual soul where reason bows to passion it forfeits its claim to honour and dignity. But if reason can itself legislate the laws to which it submits, if reason can itself write the Categorical Imperative that binds it then it will preserve its freedom in the very act of Submission. 
· Instead of saying I think therefore I am Kant said “I think therefore I am conscious” this is the Unity of Consciousness- thoughts and perception of any mind are bound together in a unity of being all contained in one consciousness. 
· We can only interpret raw data through certain ways for which our minds are pre-structured.  This is why we can experience things similarly, because the processes are the same.  Came up with categories of the mind: cause and effect, time passage etc)   
Francis Bacon 

· Set down a satisfactory basis for the expansion of our knowledge of Nature in Novum Organum (New Organon)
· An Organon is a system of scientific investigation, a method for discovering truths about the world. 
· Make a systematic collection of observations about the world and then tabulate them and arrange them in ways that would enable us to discover the hidden nature of the phenomena. Believed in observation. 
· Believed that the job of science is to learn what exactly the forms of nature are and there by gain the ability to change the, and manipulate nature so that it can by used to satisfy human needs. 
· “muster of presentation” collection of examples…through many steps [if you want to know read your fucking textbook] he reached the Tables of Presence and Absence, and the Tables of Increase and Decrease 
Isaac Newton 

· Contributed to modern science today, and stood with Descartes 
· Used abstract mathematical deduction opposite of Bacon. 
Karl Popper

· Argued that the ideal government is an “open society.” We must consider society almost as a living human that has goals, constraints, and many different and possible conflicting needs. We should organize a government which is most capable of achieving its ends, the nature of those ends should be a separate issue and ethical considerations should be left out. 
· Conjectures and Refutation 
· Not scientific if not fashionable. 
· Science is falsifiable. If the theory is not falsifiable (or true in every way) it is useless.
Thomas Kuhn

· Focused on the developments in theoretical physics and chemistry, he painted a picture of the shape and course of scientific development. C
· Called into question, that science gives us the truth about what nature is and that science is progressive. 
· In his explanations he uses Normal Science, Paradigm, and Paradigm Shift. 
· Philosophized that science is a social institution.
Albert Einstein 

· Mathematical and scientific genius whose theories of special and general relativity created modern physics and paved the way for atomic energy, nuclear weapons, and the modern speculations about the origin and shape of the universe. 
· Time space continuum: time and space are dependant on each other.
Max Planck 
· Had an idea of Quantum theory that contrasted Einstein’s. 
David Hume

· Had the idea of simple and complex perceptions

· Hume means by "impressions" -- "all our sensations, passions and emotions, as the make their first appearance in the soul. By ideas I mean the faint images of these in thinking and reasoning."
· "Simple perceptions or impressions and ideas as such as admit of no distinction nor separation. The complex are the contrary to these, and my be distinguished into parts."

