Historiography
“Revolution from Above and Below: European Politics from the French Revolution to WWI” By John Roberts
- “By 1918 European history was no longer a self- contained entity and already could be understood only in a word-wide context.”

- Whether the French Revolution (FR) was truly revolutionary or a natural breakdown of the Ancien Regime is debatable, “What happened in 1789 determined much of Europe’s history for the next century.”

- Revolution isn’t always the same, for some, the coming of the railway, steam powered factories, end of serfdom was revolutionary (good for Unification of Germany questions)

- new idea (”the doctrine of national sovereignty”

- “the central idea of modern politics – that legitimacy for government is to be sought in some kind of debate and competition for the support of the public. . . struck at the root of the traditional order everywhere.”

- 1848 showed that nationalism could be a popular force used by both conservatives and liberals. 

- Bismarck had more of an effect on Europe because of economic and geographic might of a united Germany, yet he was limited because he had to preserve conservative Prussian power. 

- by 1914 “conscious political reform . . . had led everywhere to a prevailing set of ideas and institutions unthinkable a hundred years earlier.”

- “some of Germany’s rulers were haunted by the fear that their moment of effective supremacy would be lost if they did not fight then. . . before a modernizing and stronger Russia could throw her full weight into the scale”

- after the war, the New World was called in to solve Europe’s problems.

“The Great Civil War: European Politics 1914-1945” By Paul Preston

- “The disproportionate growth of one of these powers (Germany) would soon throw the balance of power out of kilter.”

- “. . . it was a consequence of the fact that Germany’s ruling classes chose to cope with the domestic problems. . . and the emergence of a powerful socialist movement. . . by ‘negative integration’. . . by uniting the nation against the spectre of foreign enemies.”
- 1914 – 1945= civil war

- “war fatally weakened the system whose survival it was meant to strengthen” (in pre-revolution Russia)

-“the intensification of social polarization in the aftermath of the war saw the emergence in many countries of ultra right-wing squads”

- “A war fought to guarantee a certain kind of German-dominated stability had thus ensured a further half-century of bloody instability. 

- Versaille did little to ensure that German ambitions would not rise again.

- “Fascism in Italy posed no threat to private ownership of industry or land, to the monarchy, the army or the Catholic church, only working class and radical peasantry felt it’s repressive wrath.”
