The Revolutions of 1848

· Economic changes were slowly reshaping Europe during the generation following the Congress of Vienna

· The growth of industrialism in France and Belgium had brought about an increase in the size of the middle class--in 1830 as it did in 1789, this class started liberal revolution

· Same economic forces moved into German Confederation, Italian peninsula and even Austrian Empire- closely followed by nationalism and liberalism

· Revolutions of 1848 began in France and spread to Central Europe

· The German Confederation:
( Although Central Europe took its time to industrialize, as in France railroad building took precedence

( Railroads helped transportation and communication within the confederation and helped initiate manufacturing

( Prussia took steps to start up a free trade bloc (Zollverein) between itself and the rest of the confederation as all of the 38 states had tariffs protecting their good- beginning in 1818, Prussia managed to convince 17 states to join free trade block by 1833

( This led to urbanization and the appearance of a new middle class like in Great Britain and France

( Two problems- 1. Despite industrialization, 2/3 of population were rural/agricultural

( Need stronger bourgeoisie before Hohenzollern would grant liberal reforms

( 2. Political discontinuity- German confederation was still a collection of 38 states- although railroads brought people together from all areas- political barriers were as weak as trade barriers- Zollverein was developing German economic nationalism and growing political nationalism 

The Unification of Germany (1850-71)

· Austria was the most powerful Germanic state in 1850’s to Prussian chagrin- made this clear at Olmutz in 1851 by rejecting German unification

· Served as a blow to Prussia- already weakness in foreign policy and internal problems- Fredrick William IV granted constitution which established parliament

· Nothing came of this because nationalism was not so strong- “German liberalism had never been revolutionary”- Modern Perspectives—German people’s respect for authority

· Otto Van Bismarck- made Prussia into most powerful German state- main goal was to make Prussia most powerful state and “humble” Austria- along the way unifying Germany

· Bismarck’s first opportunity to undermine Austrian power was through the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein- Danish protectorates and were to be annexed in 1863- Prussia threatened war and Austria (not wanting to lose out) did as well- temporarily divided them up between Prussia and Austria until Prussia took both

· Second opportunity was Seven Weeks War (1866)- knowing an Austro-Prussian war was inevitable, Bismarck first made sure to isolate Austria- GB did not involve itself in Danish War, too worried about its own colonies, Russians angry with Austrians for lack of support during Crimean war, and Bismarck committed military support to Czar during Polish revolt (1863), Italy wanted in on the action (newly formed country) and was promised Venetia- France promised “future compensation” for their neutrality

· Prussian troops were sent into Austria in 1866 on some fabricated excuse- Austrians appealed to members of German Confederation- smaller German states pledged support to Austria but Prussia defeated everyone in a matter of seven weeks

· Balance of power in German Confederation completely altered, Prussia now the most powerful of Germanic states

· At the Treaty of Prague, Italy was given Venetia and Prussia annexed Holstein but other than that Austria was left alone- in the future they may be needed as allies-however smaller German states were annexed by Prussia- formed North German Confederation (NGC)

· There were three large German states that remained outside of Prussia and Austria- Bavaria, Wurtemburg and Baden- did not join North German Confederation- afraid of the French- sign secret military agreements with confederation

· 1867 Austria became Austria-Hungary

· Formation of NGC upset Napoleon, tries to use Bismarck but he knows he will be used- convinces Leopold of Hohenzollern to become a candidate for Spanish throne- Napoleon asks William through Benedetti (French ambassador) not to vie for Spanish throne- William agrees- Napoleon disappointed with his easy win so he keeps insisting until William changes his mind- he tells this to Bismarck in a telegram EMS TELEGRAM that Bismarck alters and releases to the press so that France will declare war on Prussia

· France was isolated- British upset over French interest in Rhineland- Russia did not intervene because Bismarck did not follow limitations placed on Russia in the Black Sea- Italy was a new ally- Treaty of Prague promised Austrian neutrality

· Prussian army defeated the French in two months- final victory on January 21 1871 William I of Prussia crowned William I Emperor of Germany in the Hall of Mirrors in Versailles

· Age of Metternich gave way to Age of Bismarck- Modern Perspectives 

Germany (1871-1914)

· Following Prussia’s victory over France, emerged the German Empire united under Bismarck-became the strongest country in the world- economically and militarily

· Unification of German states was a Prussian achievement not German- goal was to make German most powerful European country and Prussia the most powerful German state- in control of Germany

· “Parliament” divided into Reichstag and Bundesrat- however Reichstag had no real power- controlled by Prussia and Bundesrat was headed by Bismarck- parliament was not accepted so democracy was “never given a chance”

· Industry was slow in Germany in 19th Century for several reasons:

( Traditional Guild system of master, journeyman, and apprentice- prevented the formation of major business enterprises and free labor

 ( Role of government was counter-productive

(  Shortage of capital to jump-start businesses

(  German iron-ore deposits were filled with phosphorus therefore could not be used to make steel until 1876 which was when refining techniques were introduced

(  Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 loosely connected individual states and protected economic interests through regulations

· With Prussia in a position of dominance, former problems were forced away and railway construction, ship building, industrial activity, and chemical industries increased material prosperity- by 1910 Germany surpassed England’s production of iron, and was producing 3 times more than France

· Bismarck “encouraged prosperity through internal changes- moved to advance Germany’s economic strength as a major international power”- wanted to make Germany independent of foreign industrial and agricultural supplies in case of war

· Bismarck had many political “enemies” in the Reichstag- national liberal party-Progressive party-Conservative party- Center (catholic) party- BIGGEST RIVALS WERE THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS WHO STEADILY BECAME THE LARGEST, MOST POPULAR PARTY AMONGST GROWING INDUSTRIAL AREAS OF NORTH AND WEST
· Kulturkampf, Bismarck’s main internal policy- expelled religion from politics, and education which was very unpopular

· Bismarck’s main focus was on foreign policy, after establishing Prussia’s might in Franco-Prussian War Bismarck wanted to maintain post war balance of power—As France was only country that would challenge Germany’s power- Bismarck’s ambition to keep France isolated and maintain diplomatic alliances with other countries

· Dreikaiserbund 1872  brought Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia together as allies- treaty later renewed

· Secret deal was made- fourth power were to attack other two would maintain “benevolent neutrality”- although treaty was unrealistic because Austria-Hungary and Russia were competing over the Balkans it would prevent either country from becoming allies with France

· Dual- Alliance 1879- between Austria-Hungary and Germany (for the protection of) in case of attack by Russia

· While Germany saw this as a way to prevent Austria-Hungary from “reckless adventures” in the Balkans, A.H. saw this as Germany’s support for A.H. to go after Russia no matter what- IMPORTANT PRECURSER TO WORLD WAR ONE
· 1882- Triple Alliance- added Italy- renewed at five year intervals

· If any of the allies were attacked by two or more powers its partners would give military aid- Italy was angry at France for taking Tunisia and A.H. didn’t like Italy

· 1887 Reinsurance Treaty- Russia left Dreikaiserbund but Germany negotiated secret deal in order to prevent Russia’s alliance with France

· Bismarck also avoided German colonialism in order to keep good Anglo-German relations 

The Background to the First World War
· “If we are going to probe far back into history, it is no good asking, ‘what factors caused the outbreak of war’? The question is rather, ‘why did the factors that had long preserved the peace of Europe fail to do so in 1914?’”- A.J.P. Taylor
· Many theories surrounding the outbreak of WW1- Socialists blame Capitalists for their profits off of war industry- Economists blame industry/trade rivalry- competition for world markets- some historians blame the onslaught of nationalism OR alliance systems
· Economic Rivalry: Most significant factor contributing to the outbreak of ww1 was economic rivalry between Germany & GB- from 1871-1900 Germany became the world’s most industrial nation- lead the world in electrical and chemical industries.  German competition, strategic location of Germany and better quality products- one of the most notable of German economic endeavors that threatened British influence in Asia was the construction of the Berlin-Baghdad railway through the Ottoman
Empire ( ( France bitter about losing Lorraine, coal rich area to Germany, and while it had to import coal, German coal production increased fourfold ( ( Russia was afraid of Austro- German trading monopoly- Austria afraid that Serbia, Bulgaria and Greece would be part of “Russian economic orbit”

· Arms race played a large role in escalating tensions between European countries- Willem II played major role in this- wanted to establish Germany “a place in the sun”- rash/impulsive/inexperienced/childish
· Willem II wanted to not only be economically superior to GB, but with naval strength as well- Mahan Thesis- ADMIRAL MAHAN- “A sea power must always choke off and ruin a power operating on land”
· Germany needed to “protect” her few colonies in Africa- justification for their naval race with GB
· Naval race began with construction of the super battleship- Dreadnought in 1906
· Nationalism- a love for one’s country- desire for people of similar cultural/ ethnic background, language and religion to join in an independent state
( became “an outlet of aggression, anxiety or a sense of inferiority”
· The loss of Alsace-Lorraine was a source of bitterness for the French- Germany annexed the region at the end of the Franco-Prussian war and made all attempts to “Germanize” it- French language was banned from any official use- angered the French to the point where its only purpose was to regain the territories
· The acquisition of Alsace-Lorraine by the Germans represented Germany’s first conquest as a united country, and recovery of land seized by the armies of Louis XIV from the Holy Roman Empire
· Alsace-Lorraine was a source of economy/ military protection- guarded the Rhine, it had fertile, agriculture rich land- and coal and iron deposits that helped German industry
· The Pan German League- founded 1891- based on the desire to unite all “Germanic” peoples and “awake and foster the sense of racial and cultural kinship”- led by Germany- known as Mittel- Europa-included the acquisition of colonies, a stronger navy and even scholarships for young men to study in “the Fatherland”
· Beneath German nationalism was the idea that theirs was a superior race- belief held by upper/middle class Germans- mission was to impose Teutonic culture on “inferior” races
· Many Germans were eager for Germany to occupy a larger place on the world stage- advocated colonization of the lower Danube Valley- supported Drang Nach Osten
· Saw Turkey as perfect place of economic exploitation- “Berlin-Baghdad railway”
· German ambitions in Asia minor, could only be realized at the expense of Russia and Britain
· “No state was more threatened by racial and nationalist passions than the cumbersome Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hungary”-almost a dozen different races living in the same area- Germans, Hungarians, Czechs, Poles, Slovaks, Romanians, Ruthenians, Italians, Serbs, Slovenes, Croats etc
· Until 1867 Austrians dominated all other races, but after they lost to Prussia they were forced to acknowledge next largest race- Hungarians- two separate states, two separate capitals, parliaments, languages but connected with Hapsburg monarch- foreign + financial ministries and common army/navy
· Twelve million German speaking Austrians faced challenge from the eight and a half million Czechs and Slovaks as well as patriotic initiatives from the Poles and Italians
· Hungarians were far harsher in ruling their people than the Austrians-severely repressed nationalistic feelings of Serbs, Croats, Romanians and Slovaks-minority groups did not have equal representation in parliament (Diet) as they were entitled- instead a “racial pandemonium” ensued
· 1878 after fighting with Serbian people Turkey granted independence to Serbia- which became forerunner in Slavonic independence- and Austria-Hungary’s greatest enemy
· Black Hand- radical nationalistic party killed King and Queen instated puppet King Peter
· Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1908 directing anger of Serb nationalists to Austria-Hungary—knew they could not ruin Serbia as a country without starting European war- Russia backed up Serbia
·  Serbian nationalism was supported by Pan- Slavic movement who’s political aim was to unite all Slavic peoples under Russia
· Russia supported the Serb nationalists for many reason- 1- it weakened and held Austria in check-2- it gave Russia a strong position in the Balkans-3- it allowed Russia access to the Dardanelles into the Black Sea and then from there to the Mediterranean-4- it brought support and popularity at home
Rise of Single Party States- Russia

· The Russian Revolution overshadowed all other authoritarian movements of the 20th Century--Communist participation in Allied victory expanded Soviet control over eastern Europe-Asia, Africa and Latin America were profoundly affected by the events of the revolution

· On Nov. 7 the Provisional Government was overthrown and a Council of the People’s Commissars was formed and headed by Lenin and Trotsky

· Implemented two decrees-Peace Decree where all belligerents begin negotiations for a just and democratic peace without annexations AND Land Decree where privately owned land was abolished without compensation

· Next step was to end Russian participation in World War One-Lenin knew that “breathing space” was needed- strength was needed to fight the subsequent struggle against “counter-revolutionaries”

· On March 3 1918 Russia signed Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Germans- lost sovereignty over Finland, the Baltic States, Poland-had to recognize Ukrainian independence-territorial concessions to Turkey-lost most of natural resources by losing Ukraine-Farm land/ industry

· Negotiations at Brest-Litovsk were preface to Russian Civil War- reached its climax right after Armistice-Allied intervention on the grounds that Bolsheviks conspired with Germans on Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

· Under leadership of Trotsky- Bolsheviks fought unified and had luck of being on short communications lines

· Turning point was 1919-Red Army consisted of 3 million men-by end of 1922 Allies left and Soviet authority placed over all former imperial domain

· Lenin died on January 21, 1924- one of the strongest candidates to succeed Lenin was Trotsky however he was mistrusted b/c he was seen as too intellectual- posed a threat- he used to be leader of the Mensheviks –could not completely trust him—he was Jewish- wanted to spread socialism around the world instead of concentrating on Soviet Union- he also missed Lenin’s funeral-Stalin intentionally misinformed him about the date of the funeral

· Stalin was quiet and did not stand out as an intellect of a “polished orator” and did not draw attention to himself-underestimated by other Party members

· Lenin never intended for Stalin to be his successor, but the positions he was given while Lenin was still alive, was the base Stalin needed to obtain power

· As Lenin and Bolsheviks had to forge their own way to form a successful government (they had no predecessor to learn from) individual advancement within government ranks was far easier than it would be in a more stable situation-Stalin took advantage of that

· Stalin although not brilliant, knew how to play his cards correctly, and he was in the right place at the right time in the right situation

· Stalin had been head of People’s Commissar for Nationalities (1917), Liaison Officer between Politburo and Orgburo (1919), Head of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Inspectorate (1919) and General Secretary of the Communist (Bolshevik) Party (1922)

· Stalin was able to “monitor both the Party and its personnel…used his position to make personal files of everyone in the party… anything noteworthy he knew -about”-Michael Lynch. Stalin and Khrushchev: The USSR 1924-64 

· Stalin was an opportunist, which no one recognized, that’s why they appointed him such important positions without realizing it-chose him because he was willing to work hard

· “Lenin enrollment”- groups of “true” proletariats who were under educated and politically ignorant joined party- for party benefits—under Stalin’s control thus he expanded his power and influence by having more people “vote” for him- Party changed from “the elite party of Lenin to the mass party of Stalin”-E.H. Carr
· “Factionalism”- no internal opposition to CPSU (name of party) policies allowed Stalin to enforce whatever policies he wanted

· As Lenin was seen as a God in communist party-Soviet Union 

communism referred to as “Leninism”—anyone who could act with same valor and carry same burden as Lenin (basically act like Lenin) would be approved as successor—STALIN DID THIS

· Although theoretically the communist party did not have a leader-they believed they were entitled to be in power as they represented the proletariat masses-however as they struggled to hold onto power after 1917 they looked at Lenin to lead them-successor was Stalin b/c he emulated Lenin until he had power

· In Poltiburo, Stalin had upper hand out of Rykov, Tomsky, Kamenev, Zinoviev, Trotsky-delivered oration at Lenin’s funeral-“lead mourner”

· After consolidating power, and exiling Trotsky, Stalin began a series of Five Year Plans in an attempt to industrialize Russia to the same level as Western European countries- and he began the collectivization of land

· Directly after the First World War Marxist ideology was implemented, wherein urban workers were organized into labor battalions and food was forcibly taken from the peasants

· As a result, by 1920 Russia was in the midst of internal turmoil-due to the civil war and the remnants of the First World War

· Communication problems added to the disarray because the transportation of food and other commodities was irregular and industrial production was reduced to 16 % of the level in 1912

· The added problem of soldiers wandering in the country and the persistent droughts resulted in a famine that killed 3 million people

· The New Economic Policy also known as “war communism” was implemented by Lenin in 1921-- Marxist doctrine was useless in helping Russia rebuild its economy following the First World War

· It abolished the forcible acquisition of land from farmers and offered inducements to increase production

· This was a compromise betweens socialism and capitalism- extended to small scale industry- capitalistic principals were reintroduced into Russia-Inflation was ended

· By 1927 the amount of land cultivated was equivalent to that before the revolution-the increase of production of coal, iron and cotton material

· HOWEVER-only temporary solution until Russia’s economy was stable-and could be reverted to socialist style economy

· The height of state control in Russia was through subsequent economic policy-the Five Year Plans

· Russia needed to export its own essential materials like grain, cloth etc and replace amenities like cars and radios with tractors/industry in order to be self-reliant- could not depend on foreign investment

· First five year plan-1928-1933—focus was to double Soviet production and improve it by three hundred percent-at first people went over their daily quotas in an attempt to help the “motherland”-ALEXEI STAKHANOV however soon the goals set were unattainable and slowly people began to miss quotas

· Second and third five year plans were from 1933, 1937

· Five year plans taxed the Russian people to no avail—“But they were conditioned by centuries of Czarist rule to accept conditions which would not have been tolerated in the more advanced countries of western Europe”

· The application of socialism on agriculture was the Soviet Union’s greatest failure-government embarked on a policy of forced collectivization where small holdings were turned into huge farms- people were “paid” by the amount of work they did/ a set rate

· Kulaks were one group of peasants this policy affected negatively, as they were more ‘affluent’ than most peasants-even if that meant by a few animals/ machinery and refused to give up their possessions- Stalin embarked on dekulakization – having soldiers kill/ exile kulaks—Kulaks destroyed livestock/farms and burned crops rather than giving up their possessions to the government

· Disorder reigned- crop failures and the death of livestock caused the death of 5 million peasants

· By World War Two- 95% of Russian farms were collectivized

· In December of 1937, Sergei Kirov, a member of Stalin’s inner circle was assassinated by a group of anti-Stalinist communists

· Kirov was extremely popular- was also seen as main rival to Stalin

· Some say Stalin had him murdered, but nonetheless- Stalin used his death as an excuse to eliminate all opposition

· Series of secret trials began, where most of the guilty were members of the revolutionary Old Guard- as well as Trotsky

· Those accused lost their party memberships-had no access to events/activities-completely osterized by the party 

· N.I. Yezhov prepared indictments wherein the accused were charged with attempting to assassinate Stalin, restore capitalism, hurt Russia’s economic and military efforts

· Non of these charges were ever substantiated with real evidence but with fabricated testimonies and “confessions”- through psychological means like interrogation-not yet physical torture

· Accused like Bukharin were told their confessions would be their last service to the communist revolution and a way to prevent death

· Those who did not “confess” were murdered without “trials”-even friends, family members, acquaintances of the accused were targeted- wives were encouraged to separate/divorce husbands

· The greatest feature of the “Great Terror” was that of the purge of the Red Army- important result of this was that foreign observers were able to condemn the military efficiency of the Red Army and resulted in a weakened stance against Hitler by the English and French

· Two reasons behind Stalin’s purges- was paranoid and afraid of espionage and treason- happened at the same time Hitler was positioning troops in the Rhineland- French/British took weakened stance against Hitler OR he needed scapegoats to blame for Russia’s economic problems
· THE ELIMINATION OF ALL OPPOSITION ALLOWED FOR THE UNCHECKED GROWTH OF THE “STALINIST CULT”. 
The Cold War

· “Either we move forward, boldly, confidently and imaginatively, to the creation of a new relationship with that country [U.S.S.R.] in the military field, or we deliver up ourselves and the rest of the civilized world to the appalling dangers of a nuclear weapons race totally out of control—a development devoid of any visible hopeful end, devoid of any imaginable end at all other than a wholly disastrous and apocalyptic one.”
                  —George F. Kennan
· Nations that emerged from war had drastic changes in internal balance of power- right wing parties lost civilian confidence due to Fascist-Nazi collapse- left wing parties became strong and prestigious

· Drastic weakening of pre-war colonialism-IE INDIA

· Europe was no longer center of the world- Russia with expansive armies in Eastern Europe and United States with monopoly of atomic weapons dominated international politics

· United States became distracted from problems caused by World War Two due to unrest between Eastern and Western hemispheres- greatly fueled by Republican senator Joseph McCarthy- the “Great Fear” absorbed American public from 1949-54

· Although the world was disillusioned by results of Versailles Treaty- with onslaught of United Nations and the end of the war, countries especially Great Britain, the United States, and Canada along wished to demobilize-only policy acceptable

· These feelings not shared by Stalin-still paranoid about western attempts to incorporate capitalism in Soviet Union- military successes in Eastern Europe fueled Stalin’s desire for power/control- remained mobilized- first of many steps leading to the development of the Cold War

· Resentment/fear of the west in Russia began around time of Civil War when Whites supported by Allied forces

· Felt alone when German’s invaded Russia- although armaments were sent to Russia it was very late

· First indication of separation between USSR/West was Yalta Feb 1945

· Tensions between East and West- mainly strategy on how to win final leg of war- had to discuss the fate of Eastern Europe after it was freed from Nazi control-Truman made concessions to Stalin- allowed his influence in Eastern Europe in return of support for fighting against Japanese- however Truman hoped that Stalin would allow self-determination

· Stalin felt control in Eastern Europe would result in – wider range of satellite states to protect the ‘heartland’ of Russia from foreign invasion- help Russian economy by using up other country’s industries-make a closely integrated economic system from Baltic to the Mediterranean- and spread communism

· Major problem was that of Poland, who’s exiled government was in London, therefore close to Allied governments-Russia claimed Poland- rival Polish authority supported by Red Army took over Poland and received instructions from Moscow

· All three leaders wanted “democracy”- however Stalin stated he would not share Poland with western administrators-compromise was reached but Soviet backed Polish government took over Warsaw and western administrators never took opportunity to instate themselves

· As year progressed, time after Yalta- British/Americans felt cheated by Russia’s refusal to have free elections and leave Eastern Europe

· Soviet ran rampage during the time Roosevelt died and Truman was not able to take firm control of American policy, took over most of Eastern Europe including Berlin

· All three leaders met in Potsdam July 1945- last time all three leaders met

· British/Americans accepted Russian territorial changes in Poland and Oder-Neisse boundary where a large German population was incorporated into Poland

· These changes were only conditional however they were never changed

· Division of Germany, especially Berlin amongst French, Brits, Americans and Russians caused a lot of friction

Nikita Khrushchev

· After Stalin’s death Khrushchev started policy of “de-Stalinization”- oppression and tyranny of government was relaxed

· Adopted a policy of “peaceful co-existence”- to deflate Cold War tensions between the East and West

· Change in Russian attitude was apparent in Khrushchev’s speeches, and his successful tour of the United States in 1959- signature in Foreign Affairs

· Renounced one of main goals of communism- world communism

· Proclamations of the economic rivalry as opposed to military rivalry was met with skepticism- especially after signing of Warsaw Pact 1955
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