The Russian Revolution
Karl Mark, Marxism and Socialism (My notes)
Socialism

· Widening gap between wealth of bourgeoisie and poverty of working class

· Early socialism was not unified. Scattered opinions

· Most believed that the government intervention was needed to cure “social evils”

· This differentiated them from the Liberals

· Comte de Saint Simon( Early French Socialist who wanted “amelioration of the moral and physical existence of the poorest class” 

· Wanted the abolition of class distinctions, private capital and control of society by industrial experts.  

· Charles Fourier( idea of phalansteries: “establishment of cooperative communities, which members would engage in agriculture & manufacturing and pool their resources for the common good”

· Pierre Proudhon( “Property is theft”. Wanted abolition of private property, all forms of government (considered an anarchist). Believed that once people were “free” they would voluntarily participate in socially beneficial activities.

· Louis Blanc( Tried, but failed, to make every man have the right to work

· Communism/Marxism believed “From each according to his ability, to each according to his need”

· Early socialist ideas were sometimes over simplified and unrealistic. Many socialists were idealists
· Did not realize the difficulty of making minor changes

· Auguste Blanqui “I have no theories. What exists is bad.”

Karl Marx

· founded “scientific socialism”

· foundation of modern communism

· Tried to develop a philosophical “system” that provided proof rather than moral indignation

· Knew that change was inevitable

· He knew of the coming revolution( society did not benefit the working class in any way

· Derived his revolutionist ideas from Hegel( believed every society could destroy itself. 

· Took his dialectic( that the “thesis” and “antithesis” would form a “synthesis”

· Marx wanted to destroy middle class capitalism because the workers were paid less than the value of the products they created

· Working class revolution: overthrow capitalists, people would govern the people

· Many did not agree with Marx at first( Places like China and Russia had conditions were inappropriate for Marxism to be used

· Marx was considered naïve, almost s much as the early Utopian Socialists

Characteristics of Marxism (Class notes)

Background

· Karl Marx was an intellectual, not an activist. Did mostly research

· From Germany, Jewish, and later converted to Christianity

· Studied Philosophy in university despite his fathers wishes for him to become a lawyer

· Worshipped Hegel (Was part of the Young Hegalians)

· Took many of his ideas from Hegel’s “Dialectic”: “synthesis” of the “thesis” and “antithesis”. The clash of opposite elements would form a new idea. Then the synthesis would lead to a new thesis which would lead to a new antithesis. Cycle.

· Marxism becomes the antithesis of capitalism

· Wrote book: Life Work (Das Kapital), as he specialized in economics

· Also wrote the famous “communist manifesto”

· Partnered with Engles, who basically financed Marx. 

· Both middle class, but they become communists anyway

Key Characteristics of Marxism

1. “Historical determinism” – based on the dialectic. Had four stages of history
Stage 1: Primitive Communism: Simple society, everyone equal

Stage 2: Idea of Private Property: Start of a class system (Masters and Slaves) Marx believed people were still in this stage

Stage 3: futile stage: Lords and Serfs. Considered slightly better than Stage 2

Stage 4: The capitalists and workers: Bourgeois vs. the proletariat

2. “Doctrine of class” – History is the struggle between classes. Exploiters vs. Exploited. Ongoing

3. “Doctrine of Revolution”- inevitable. The workers will eventually rebel

4. Capitalism:

· control of “the means of production” ( Key of Capitalism

· The workers only have their labour, which they must sell to the capitalists

· Competition between capitalists( always winners and losers

· Those who win, grow or expand as capitalists want to expand

· Lower wages for the workers beat the competition. Forces the competitor into bankruptcy

· Tendency of overproduction

· Leads to the need of fewer workers. Cycle: overproduction( too many workers( laid off( can’t afford produce( depression

· Businesses want monopolies

· Capitalism will eventually collapse with the coming of a revolution

· Marxism doesn’t apply to Canada today: Government has laws against monopoly, there is a minimum wage. 

· However, it applies globally today. The West exploits the “third world”

· New capitalists are corporations

5. “Theory of Surplus Value”

· True value- What things should cost( Labour + Materials

· Marx thought profit was the problem

· Surplus value = profit

· Believed the stock market was immoral

6. The Role of the state – government should not be involved. It is just an instrument to keep the poor oppressed. Believed it was unnecessary

7. Role of Religion- “Religion is the opiate of the masses” (It is a drug). The church is just another way to oppress

8. Internationalism- “Workers of the world unite. You have nothing to lose but your chains”

· Enemy is the Bourgeois

· WWI- workers fighting in trenches while the rich fight over land
· “Therefore, when all of this is swept away, we well have a new utopia called communism.

· Communism: Everyone is equal, no private property, no government or religion, DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLITARIET (immediate stage between the revolution and utopia)
Background to the 1905 Revolution (class notes)

· Russia was run by the Tsar, had been that way for 300 years

· Still believed the monarchy was absolute. Family was “chosen by god”

· Russia was still very traditional

· Monarchy had advisors who were all part of the aristocracy

· Run from St. Petersburg

· Majority of people (90%) in Russia were peasant farmers, many of whom had been serfs up until 1861

· Orthodox Church was very powerful.

· Believed in tradition, supported the Tsar, didn’t want Russia to change

· By 1900 Russia had realized that they were missing being a world power

· Wanted economic benefits through industrialization but wanted to stay socially traditional

· Became a battle between the Westerners Vs. the Slavophils

· Tsar wanted both, wasn’t sure what to do( series of events happened to force Russia to change, many of them violent

· By 1904 pressures were growing

· Wasn’t sure whether to change the political system. People wanted democracy like the west, but the Tsar thought it to be ridiculous

Major Issues by 1905

1. How to reform the economy of Russia

· e.g. Land reform and peasantry

· Industrialization: what role should it play in society?

2. Political Reform ( How to change without going to far or not far enough. Could “Tsarism” be reformed?

3. Social Reform( what should be done about cultural reform?

- Religion, westernization, Slavophil all to be considered

4. How much should the government repress the opposition?

What Could the Tsar Have Done?

1. Try to reform based on the Liberal view

2. Crack down on every opposition group

3. Quit, start the government over

4. Radical Change, which was not really an option

What Actually Happens

· Year of 1905 was a year of disaster

· Russians defeated in the Russo-Japanese war

· 1904’s assassination of Plehve, Minister of the interior, by a social revolutionary

· Bloody Sunday – union of St. Petersburg factory workers, led by Father Gapon (priest) lead to a demonstration to the Winter Palace to present a petition for the “summery of a constituent assembly”
· Troops open fired on the crowd, killing 100+
· Led to a general strike( assassination of Governor General of Moscow, Grand Duke Sergei, the Tsar’s uncle.
· February 18th( agreed to have the election of a consultative assembly
· Zemstro movement( Made a draft constitution which went far beyond the Tsar’s proposals for a consultative assembly
· St. Petersburg Soviet (council) of Worker’s Deputies formed. Wanted an 8 hour work day
· Tsar formed the Duma to further please the liberal workers.
· Duma: an elective assembly whose consent was necessary for all future laws
· Satisfied some liberals and gave some peasants hope, however it was more of a joke
· Count Witt (premier) arrested the executive of the Soviet on December 3rd…
· Shows that government was starting to take control again
The Big Ideas

· Pressure for new representative constitutional approach

· Assassinations

· Bloody Sunday- goal of demonstrators was to speak to the Tsar

· Thought he would fix the problem, as they still believed in the Tsar, and thought he would listen.

· Peaceful protest! They were part of the Orthodox church

· Palace guard panicked and shot them. Tsar wasn’t even there, and didn’t do anything about it. Failure of Tsar to respond

· Indicates Tsar’s unwillingness to change. Led to loss of faith in the Tsar

· Peasant Revolts

· Count Witt( Thought to have revolutionary/liberal tendencies. Tsar appoints him as Premier to appease the people

· Army and Sailors won’t support the Tsar

· Soviets formed – Workers councils

· Tsar hadn’t really changed his mind even though he created the Duma. “the October Manifesto” 

Failure of Tsarism- Key Issues (class notes… see notes on 1917, and Russia from 1905-1917 in binder: Very Important!)
1. Reform of the government system

· October Manifesto (Oct. 1905): Tsar agrees to the formation of the Duma, a new system of government

· The Liberals/Cadets are satisfied by the slight reform

· Duma unsuccessful, Tsar was not really willing to give up his power

· Duma meets in 1906 and dissolves after a year by the Tsar. Fires them all, calls new election

· Election( rich representatives got more seats, more support from the Tsar

· Changes Duma 4 times, each time, making it more conservative

· Reform of government looked better than it was. People lost faith in the government

2. Stolypin: Reforming Minister, the failure of the Tsar’s ministers.
· Peasant life needed change, Stolypin wanted to create land reform & distribution system

· Arranges this poorly, peasants are let down

· Was a moderate conformer. Although he tried to reform, it was “too little, too late”

· Later assassinated, and replaced by a more conservative minister. 

3. Repression of the Opposition

· Prisons were filling up, many were exiled to Siberia

· Secret police growing in power

· Hatred of Tsar for secret police, and oppression

4. The Bankruptcy of the Government

· Cannot do what they want to do due to lack of money

· Tsar forced to take loans from France & Britain

· Leads to debt

· Also leads to their participation in the Triple Entente during WWI which later becomes problematic

5. Bad Luck

· Crop failures, drought, long winters

6. WWI

· Alliances taking up government’s time

· Tannenburg (August 1914)- Catastrophe where German army defeats Russia

· Russian army huge, but trained badly. 

· Trench warfare situation

· Russia constantly loses more men

· Mentally, the Russians were discouraged

7. Failure of the Tsar to be a good leader

· Married to a German princess Alexandra

· People did not like her as she was unorthodox, couldn’t speak Russian well, and was a German during WWI

· Gave birth to 4 daughters before having a son, only sons matter

· Son had haemophilia- deadly at the time as he could bleed to death at any time

· The people of Russia didn’t know about his condition

· Rasputin was around the palace to help his son as he helped more than the doctors

· Rasputin: Monk from Siberia. Had a disreputable personal life

· Weaseled his way into the court through the Tsar’s son, as he is able to miraculously cure him through hypnosis

· Alexandra thought that Rasputin may be able to save the monarchy of Russia

· People confused as they didn’t know the son had haemophilia, thought Rasputin was Alexandra’s lover

· Tsar leaves the palace to focus on the Front, leaves Tsarina in charge, who leaves the decisions to Rasputin. 

· He had a huge influence of who was in power

· Eventually Rasputin is assassinated

· Tsar tried his best, but failed

Conclusion: Therefore all of these factors come together and result in a loss of control by the Tsar. By the end of 1916, things are falling apart. There are food shortages, riots, strikes, protests, war suffering, shortage of heat and fuel. Many of the soldiers were deserting the front, and officers were being killed by their own men if they didn’t leave. Sailors were taking over ships and society was generally collapsing. The Duma turned on the Tsar. THE TSAR ABDICATES. He quits for his son as well and thus the monarchy ends. The Duma declares a republic: the provisional government
· Russia wants a constitution, but fails to make one

· Petrograd Soviet formed to oppose the provisional government

Order No. 1 (March 1st 1917), issued by the Petrograd Soviet: 
· Do not take orders from officers, only take orders from the regional soviet committees

· Officers cannot seize weapons
· No saluting out of battle

· Officers no longer have hierarchical privileges. Will only be called “Mr.” not “Honourable”

· Order Number 1 was not meant to destroy the army, but to make it workable for the people.
