Charles de Secondat Baron de Montesquieu
Government and Nature of the State

· Believed very strongly in the British parliamentary system. 
· Believed French government should be like it ( split into three levels: Monarchy, Parliament and Judicial.

· Called the British parliamentary system was the “mirror of liberty”

· Disagreed with Louis XIV. Believed he robbed the aristocracy of ancient liberties. Wanted French estates back.

· Believed the aristocracy of the parliament held the monarchy in check. Kept the balance of power. Prevents despotism and absolutism.
· Believed in a strong aristocracy

· One of the few conservative/reactionary philosophes.
· Also believed that governments were shaped by the physical environment, especially climate: eg. Despotism was suited only to large empires in hot climates and  democracy worked only in small city states

Distribution and Creation of Wealth

· Probably disagrees with the equal distribution of wealth because of his belief in the aristocracy. 

Freedom and Responsibility/The Law
· Believes in freedom instead of despotism
· However, wished to promote old freedoms rather than create new ones. 
· Liberty involves living under laws that protect everyone from harm. “a tranquility of mind arising from the opinion of each person has of his safety.”. 

· The law should be designed to protect its citizens

· Offenses against God should not be included in the law because God can protect Himself.

· Thought is not a crime
· Speech is not necessarily treasonable. Both thought and speech should be free.

· Witchcraft and other things that cannot truly be proven are not crimes.

· Believed all crimes were relative

Religion and the Church

· was a Deist, although believed ideal society was secular

· “Could anything be more absurd than to pretend that a blind fatality could ever produce intelligent beings?”
Human Nature

· Human nature can be corrupt. Limits political achievements because human nature is to be hungry for power, jealous and hateful which leads to absolute rule.
· However, human nature is also to be passionate, to strive for freedom and fight oppression. Therefore with great effort and self control we can use human nature to create a decent government.
