The Following reported accidents are heartbreaking in their nature

Please be safe, watchful, conscientious of others, and make sure your equipment is in top-flight condition!
Worthing man who died in kitesurfing accident named

2:19pm Tuesday 15th September 2009
The kite surfer who died after suffering critical injuries following an accident on Lancing seafront last month has been named as Worthing man Mark Sharples. 

Mr Sharples, 49, was kite surfing off Brighton Road when strong winds caused him to collide with rocks, causing life threatening injuries, at 1.30pm on Friday, August 28. 

He was given first aid by an off-duty A&E doctor at the scene and was taken to the Royal Sussex County Hospital in Brighton by air ambulance. 

He was later transferred to the Hurstwood Park neurological centre in Haywards Heath, where he died on Saturday, September 5.

_____________________________
Hood River woman dies in kiteboarding accident
By Desiree Aflleje, The Oregonian 

December 12, 2008, 11:41AM


A Hood River woman has died from injuries she sustained in a kiteboarding accident on vacation near La Ventana, Mexico.

Christina Bockius, 43, was treated in a La Paz hospital Tuesday after breaking her neck and was transported by air to OHSU where she died early yesterday morning, her brother-in-law, Peter Hixson, said today.

"It was just a freak accident," he said. "We're just devastated."

She was not in the water when it happened, Hixson said, but was found on the sand with her kiteboard dragging her down the beach.

Bockius is survived by her husband, David Kelly Bockius, and two daughters, Sascha, 10, and Nina, 7.

An avid skier and windsurfer, Bockius spent 60 days or more a year kiteboarding after picking up the sport a few years ago, Hixson said, adding sports were "her path."

Hixson said her talents also transferred into the art world as a jewelry maker and advocate for keeping the arts in schools.

"She would teach classes herself," he said. "She would spearhead gathering supplies and get guests to teach painting and pottery."

Friends and family held a candle light vigil for Bockius in Hood River on Wednesday night.

"There wasn't anyone more positive in life," he said. "She made people feel special."

________________________
Horrible Accident Kiteboarding:

http://www.splashvision.com/Video/13256_Horrible-Kite-Accident.html

________________________

DEATH SHAKES SPORT'S FOLLOWERS KITEBOARDER KILLED ON LAKE KOSHKONONG.(METRO) 

Article from: The Capital Times Article date:November 24, 2007Author and  

Byline: SUSAN TROLLER The Capital Times 

A thrilling sport with a growing legion of fans has been shaken by the death of an Illinois man who was found dead in Lake Koshkonong after kiteboarding alone on chilly waters earlier this week. 

While the closely knit kitesurfing community is abuzz about wetsuit thickness and the dangers inherent from going out alone, Jefferson County authorities have not said what chain of events led to the death of Jeffrey S. Meissner, 40, of Huntley, Ill. 

Autopsy results are still pending for Meissner, whose body was found early Tuesday morning just before 2 a.m. on the southeast side of the relatively shallow lake about 30 miles southeast ...
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_______________________________ 
Pictured: Kiteboarder's close encounter with a huge whale

By Richard Shears
Last updated at 10:05 AM on 10th November 2008
Now Australian school teacher David Sheridan knows how Jonah felt - or near enough.

As this amazing picture shows, a huge whale suddenly rose up close to the surface as the 42-year-old New South Wales man was riding his kiteboard - a small surfboard suspended beneath a large kite.

Seconds after this photo was snapped remotely by David's camera, mounted on the kite apparatus, the whale flicked up its tail and gave him an almighty blow on the back of his head.

Because the camera was programmed to take pictures every 10 seconds it missed the moment when the whale struck David - but this incredible shot of the massive creature swimming beneath him is reminder enough of his close encounter.


Enlarge   

Seconds after this photo was snapped remotely by David Sheridan's camera, the whale flicked up its tail and gave him an almighty blow on the back of his head

'It all happened so fast that all I could do was crouch down as the whale swam under me,' David said.

'I saw the huge shape and my reaction was to duck while remaining attached to the flying lines from the sail above me.

'The next thing I felt was its tail come up and hit me on the back of the head.

'I honestly thought I was gone - it was such a forceful blow - but then the whale eased off and I was able to sail away.

'But my legs were really shaking. I've never been through anything like that before and probably never will again.'

David told Sydney's Daily Telegraph he had gone to Valla Beach, on the north coast of New South Wales, for an afternoon of kiteboarding with two friends.

Because he wanted some unique photos of himself, he set up a camera on the sail that would haul him skywards so that he could then skim across the surface of the water - a dramatic sport that leaves beach-side spectators fascinated.

'The camera was set to start firing off shots every 10 seconds as soon as I hit the water. When the sail was at full height the camera was about 25m above the surface.

'It was a lucky shot to snap the whale as it came up underneath me.

'It would have been great to have got a picture a second later when the tail came up and hit me in the back of the head, but you take what you get.'

He said he believed the whale was content to scare him away, rather than lash out aggressively.

'It was more of a push than a punch. I expected more.'

Wildlife experts have identified the creature as a southern right whale, which gets its name from old-time hunters who believed the species were the 'right' whales to hunt because they were large, slow moving and floated when they were killed. They also provided large amounts of oil and bone.

'Southern right whales are more unpredictable than humpbacks,' said Mr Jeff Ross of the National parks and Wildlife Service.

'It's possible this one had a calf it was protecting, or was simply just reacting to the movement on the surface.'

_________________________________________

Kitesurfer killed in Puerto Rico accident        

Written by Editor at SurferToday.com     

Thursday, 24 January 2008 11:01  

A tourist from Greece was killed in a kiteboarding accident off Puerto Rico's northern coast, officials said.

Dominica L. Parakera, 29, apparently became tangled in his equipment Saturday in the Atlantic Ocean and was trapped by his board beneath the water, according to police Agent Harry Muniz.

Parakera was taken to a hospital in the city of Aguadilla and later pronounced dead, Muniz said.

__________________________________________________

Kiteboarder killed—dragged into building by high winds—see video here:
http://www.wkrg.com/florida/article/caught_on_tape_wind_blows_kite_surfer_into_building/17014/Sep-22-2008_2-30-pm/

