Catholic Cub Scout Inaugural Retreat:  Baptism  

We have designed our program into 2 parts:  Retreat and Optional Programs.  The Retreat is conducted from 9am-5pm on Saturday.  All other times are Optional programs.  The following is the actual script for the retreat followed by our pre-trained or volunteer Facilitators.  

I.  Baptism Retreat Script  

FACILITATOR SCHEDULE

SATURDAY Morning (After Breakfast)  8:30 – 10:00 AM
CHECK IN ACTIVITIES , form Cub Scouts into groups of 6-8 and are led to area where 

1/  Song Practice is being conducted by guitarist for mass celebration  OR

2/  Award work in designated area.  Light of Christ, Parvuli Dei or Our Lady of Guadelupe
CHECK IN, Adult.  Retreat Program Chairman identifies uniformed Cub Scout adults and asks for their help as Facilitators.  For those who volunteer, Program Chairman conducts Facilitator Training while Scouts are involved with CHECK IN ACTIVITIES.  (Note:  Program Chairman knows how many Facilitators he needs by preliminary registration numbers.  There may already be enough Facilitators if there are some who are able to volunteer from those Cub Scouters who are camping overnight on Friday).  

After it appears all attendees have arrived, Begin program with assigned Facilitators 

10:00AM-12:10PM.  MORNING PROGRAM & FIRST SESSION

Time is fluid for the following program sequence:  1/  Introduction  

2/ Re-Enactment 3/  First Session.  If time is an issue, the INTRODUCTIONS are skipped so all participants can witness the historical re-enactment before lunch.  

INTRODUCTIONS 

ROUND 1: Starting with the group facilitator introduce yourself giving:
NAME
AGE
SCHOOL OR WORK PLACE?

ROUND 2: Starting with the group facilitator introduce yourself again giving.
NAME
HOW LONG YOU HAVE BEEN A CUB SCOUT?
FAVORITE THING YOU HAVE DONE AS A CUB?

ROUND 3: Starting with the group facilitator introduce yourself again giving.
NAME
FAMILY – SPOUSE, CHILDREN, BROTHERS, SISTERS?
CHURCH – PARISH AND HOW DO YOU PARTICIPATE?

“Get To Know You”

Each group will have a roll of toilet paper, 1 chair and ground cloth to sit/stand on. Facilitators will open the roll of toilet paper (or some other prop which allows each individual to describe himself), detach a few segments of the roll for himself and then ask each Cub Scout to take as many segments on the roll as they wish. When everyone has the number of segments that they wish, the Facilitator tells the group that they have to tell 1 thing about themselves for each segment of toilet paper.
Once everyone has finished; put all pieces of toilet paper in trash bag and proceed to the Historical Re-Enactment area.

HISTORICAL RE-ENACTMENT OF THE BAPTISM OF JESUS  

(See Re-Enactment Script)   (Different location of the camp) 

Following the Re-Enactment, Group Session Discussing the event led by Facilitators.

FIRST SESSION- SCRIPTURE READING, FEED BACK, APPLICATION TO ME, GROUP PRAYER.

OPENING PRAYER: LEADER: (all join hands in prayer) May the Word of God be in our minds, on our lips and in our hearts. 
SCRIPTURE READING: MATTHEW 3: 13- 17 

…Jesus coming from Galilee appeared before John at the Jordan River to be baptized by him. John tried to refuse Him with the protest, “I should be baptized by You, yet You come to me!” Jesus answered: “Give in for now. We must do this if we will fulfill all of God’s demands.” So John gave in. After Jesus was baptized, He came out of the water. Suddenly the sky opened and He saw the Spirit of God descend like a dove and hover over Him. With that, a voice from the heavens said, “This is my beloved Son. My favor rests on Him.”

DISCUSSION: 

1. Who did John baptize? Jesus 
2. Where did he baptize Him? In a river. What river? The Jordan. 
3. When Jesus asked to be baptized, did John want to baptize him at first? At first John did not want to baptize Jesus. Why? Because he knew that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God and he felt that Jesus should baptize him (John). 
3. What does it mean to be baptized? Baptism symbolizes a change In your life. You become one of God’s followers. You are joining the church and are expected to live by God’s commandments. 
4. How are people Baptized? A priest or deacon asks the person to be Baptized (or their Godparents if an infant) to turn from their previous life and promise to follow Jesus. Then the person has water poured over him. 
5. What did the Spirit of God descend like? He saw the Spirit of God descend like a dove and hover over Him. 
6. What did God say about Jesus? “This is My beloved Son. My favor rests on Him.” 
8. What did God mean when He said, “This is My beloved Son. My favor rests on Him.” God meant that Jesus was the savior or messiah and that all people should follow His teachings, listen to Him and so as Jesus said and did. 
FEED BACK: 
What did God teach us in this passage? 
God teaches us that we should follow Jesus’ example by being baptized and believing in Jesus. 

APPLICATION TO ME! 
What should we learn from this passage? God calls us to be baptized and to follow His Son Jesus. 
GROUP PRAYER: 
LEADER: (all join hands in prayer) Lord, We know you set the example by being baptized. We know that you have called us to be baptized and to follow Your Son Jesus’ example in our daily lives. Now we will each ask for your help and blessing in our own words. 
NOW EACH CUB SCOUT OFFERS A SHORT SPONTANEOUS PRAYER 
LEADER: Once each scout has prayed, the leader adds his own petition then…Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


12:10- 1:15 PM   LUNCH. 
If there is time, Recognition of all Cub Scout Religious Awardees for 2003. 
Only 4% of all Scouts achieve Eagle Scout but only 2% achieve the religious award of their faith. We want to promote scouts working on a religious award. 

1:15 – 2:00  SECOND SESSION:  Activity Areas.  Scouts are free to move from one area to another as parents assist as needed.  
Award Work Tables: the Light of Christ Cub Scout Religious Awards booklet or Parvuli Dei Cub Scout Religious Awards booklet are needed in order to assist any of the Cub Scouts to work on their award.  
Our Lady of Guadelupe Patch Activity.  A worksheet that each scout can complete during this time.  This is designed for scouts who already have all Cub Scout religious awards.  
Religious Craft:  painting a wooden cross, constructing a neckerchief slide from wire, 2 nails and metal ring tab;  OR some other craft.  

2:00-245 PM  THIRD SESSION-EXERCISE, FEED BACK, APPLICATION TO ME, GROUP PRAYER 

OPENING PRAYER: LEADER: (all join hands in prayer) May the Spirit of God descend upon us and remain with us forever. 

Butterfly Exercise: 

[Facilitator reads aloud] When we were baptized we died and were raised anew. We died to Original sin and the sins we committed. God forgave our sins and we were born to a new life as a follower of Jesus.
Sin is ugly and mean. Sin limits the amount of good you can do. It keeps you out of Heaven! Before Baptism, we had Original sin. This sin would keep us down and keep us out of Heaven.
When we were Baptized, our sin died, and we are “born again” without sin. We are now Christians! Followers of Jesus! We are without sin. We are beautiful. We will fly up to heaven when we die without sin! We are no longer stuck on the ground. 
Before Baptism when we still have “sin” we are like a caterpillar.
1. How many of you know what a caterpillar is? A small bug that eats leaves.
2. Can caterpillars fly? No! Why? No wings.
3. Can a caterpillar leave earth and fly up to heaven? Of course not.
4. What must a caterpillar do in order to fly? He must die to his old self. He cannot be a caterpillar and fly. He must change, get rid of old self and become a new kind of bug. A bug that changes it’s very being so that it can fly. Just as in Baptism, you change from someone who is a sinner to a follower of Jesus.
5. What is more beautiful, a caterpillar or a butterfly? Butterfly 
Why? It has beautiful wings and bright beautiful colors.
6. Once the caterpillar goes through its changes and “FREES” itself of its old “dumpy” body, what does it get to replace its old body? A new beautiful body with wings and bright colors that can fly!
7. Just as the caterpillar dies and changes to become a butterfly, your old sinful self dies in the waters of Baptism and you change inside and become a new person- a follower of Jesus. You no longer have original sin; it is like you have new wings that can carry your soul to Heaven! Just as a butterfly’s wings can carry it to the sky. 
Now have the Cubs crawl around on the ground and pretend to be caterpillars. (You too facilitators!) (Allow the Cubs to do the exercise several times for re-enforcement.) 
After a few minutes have them “die to their old self and become cocoons” by balling up and laying on the ground. (Allow some time for the “cocoons” to change while balled up on the ground). Cubs, while you are balled up you should feel yourself changing-thinking about Jesus and how you became his follower in Baptism. 
Now you have changed. You are now full-fledged followers of Jesus! You can fly! You are free of your old bulky sinful self and you are now a beautiful follower of Jesus. You can fly. Fly around like a butterfly that is now free of his old body. 
DISCUSSION:
1. Invite the Cubs to ask questions about Baptism. 
2. Ask them why they think Baptism important to them. Invite each to Respond individually while the others listen. 
FEED BACK: 
What part of God’s plan was revealed in this exercise? Does God want us to be baptized? Does God want us to change and become better followers of Jesus? In Baptism, we are freed of our old sinful ways and we become dedicated followers of Jesus. 

APPLICATION TO ME! 

As a Baptized Christian, how am I to live and act? 
I am called to serve God to the best of my ability with the talents God has given me. I realize that everyone’s talents are not only needed, but required within the “Body of Christ." I am an important part of God’s Body- the Church! 
GROUP PRAYER: 
LEADER (All join hands in prayer) In the book of Matthew, chapter 18 verse 19 & 20, it says; “If two of you join your voices on earth to pray for anything whatever, it shall be granted you by My Father in Heaven. Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in their midst.” 
NOW EACH SCOUT OFFERS A SHORT SPONTANEOUS PRAYER ASKING FOR HELP TO LIVE AS A BAPTIZED FOLLOWER OF JESUS. 
LEADER: Once each scout has prayed, the leader adds his own petition, then…through Christ our Lord. Amen. In the name of the Father and of the Son and have the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

245pm-330pm Snack and Short Game (Apples and Oranges) 

3:30-4 PM   Awards (Thank You Certificates for volunteers, farthest family who attended, most attendees from a Pack, etc), Exit Surveys, Presentation of Patches, etc.   


Note: Families from all denominations are welcome. All are invited to mass, however, we understand if they choose to depart, they just need to let us know and we will give them their departure packet. This is not an issue as we have had up to 20 from other denominations attend each year. Our scripts have been seen by 2 Protestant Ministers in addition to 2 Catholic Priests and we have not had 1 complaint on the content of the program in 12 years. 

4p to 5PM  MASS Celebrated by Diocesan Chaplain in Outdoor Chapel 
Crafts that were constructed by each group during the day are brought up during the mass service.  If time allows, the Cubs explain their craft with the help of the Facilitator.  
Program Notes:

1/  All morning activities are conducted on a large parade ground where all cub groups can be seen.  This allows time monitoring on how fast the program is going for each of the groups.  If the program is running short, then runners go out to inform Facilitators to run sessions longer or vice versa.  

2/  Awards (330p -4p) are always given out before mass to allow those non-catholic participants to remain anonymous and depart.  

3/  The flexibility of our fee/schedule allowed us to be competitive with families who worked us into their weekends.  Once many of these first time attendees enjoyed our program, they were more likely to stay the entire weekend for the following year as our weekend camping has increased to 68% of attendance.   
II.  Optional Activities Program
The following programs are provided as an incentive for Scouts, Scouters and their families who camp overnight on Friday and/or Saturday night (see description of optional activities below).    Here is the basic layout for the optional programs:

Friday 

1/  Arrival until Lights Out
Star Gazing, Craft, Box Hockey, religious award work or work on Our Lady of Guadelupe

2/  Our normal Saturday schedule includes Breakfast from 7- 8 AM.   As the CCSR Staff gets ready, Scouts and Scouters have time from approx            8 – 9:30 AM.   religious award work or work on Our Lady of Guadelupe

6:30 – 8 PM.    Craft, Box Hockey, religious award work or work on Our Lady of Guadelupe

8 PM – 9:30 PM    Living Rosary program conducted after dark.    It takes some time to organize.

9:30 PM – 10:30 PM   Star Gazing

Sunday Morning

8:30 AM – 10 AM.   History Hike.    While families are breaking camp, Scouts go on history hike.    Sometimes hike is delayed until after families break camp.  
Religious Award Work – Parvuli Dei and Light of Christ Award Work.  

History Hike -  Worth Ranch was opened in 1930 on a mesa which was once inhabited by Indians.   There are many “tales” and a hike around these camp features takes about an hour and the finale is standing atop Kyle Mountain (1,019 feet) overlooking the entire countryside.
Living Rosary - Cubs will conduct a living rosary on Saturday night that will teach them about the rosary as well as provide a breathtaking light ceremony and a lasting memory.   This is held in the Council ring after dark on Saturday night, every participant is given a “glowstick” and they light the glowsticks as they begin their prayer.    The light of the glowsticks moves around the human form of the rosary until the entire rosary is lit.    
Star Gazing (bring a telescope) - Enjoy the stars you don't always see because of city lights (if your camp is further out of town).
Our Lady of Guadelupe – This is a special award offering by the local diocesan committee that helps young Cubs learn more about this celebration.  
Box Hockey - A friendly game of box hockey is always available at anytime before or after the retreat.
Religious Craft - Friday night campers will each be able to make a craft related to our theme and take home as a momento.
