



Mr. Carl Anderson
Supreme Knight

1 Columbus Plaza

New Haven, CT  06510-3326







April 2, 2009

Dear Supreme Knight,

I’m writing with regard to a win-win program that will bring the Knights greater local and national coverage, increase interest in vocations, position the Knights as a viable organization in the eyes of those most likely to join and provide a vehicle with which to fund itself.   Is all this possible? … I’ve already done it (except for the positioning of Knights as a viable organization in the eyes of those most likely to join).    Read on
The Inspiring Activity:

The 2007 Ad Altare Dei Tour was an unqualified success with regard to 
· Bringing young Scouts closer to their faith, 
· Several expressing interest in the priesthood (on evaluation surveys), 
· Several families updating the sacraments after being inactive in the Church, 
· Increasing involvement of Scouts with Catholic Scouting, 
· Increasing involvement of their parents with Catholic Scouting, 

· Multiple stories appearing in Diocesan newspaper (5), Texas Knight (3), eBridge (National Catholic Comm on Scouting newsletter - 2), Nolan HS Alumni Publication (2)

· Overwhelming support of Bishop Vann (Diocese of Ft Worth)

· NCCS awarding this event with NCCS “Award of Excellence” as first time it was awarded to the Diocese of Ft Worth in the 48 years of our Catholic Committee
· Scouts participating as Altar Servers in their parish

· Generating a number of Scouts training for Chaplain Aide

The Vehicle To Self Fund It
The 2007 Tour suffered from never having been done before and the fact that some believed it would not be successful.   I attended a number of KC Chapter meetings, made presentations requesting funds but was not successful.   However, I asked individual Scouters (who I knew who were also KC’s) to request funding for Scouts but this did not result in a high figure.    I conducted Scout fund raisers, conducted mail campaigns, etc over a 4 – 5 year period so that I could offer 25 FREE Scholarships for Scouts who wished to go.    This was a major factor in our success and I would like to duplicate it for a future tour and pilgrimage.

How would the KC’s assist in a self funding pilgrimage?    By reading about the virtues of a Brother Knight who was legendary in his service to both Scouting and the KC’s.   You will find enclosed “A Legend In His Own Time – John Edward ‘Ole Man’ Gillespie” which is currently positioned to Scouters with many references to the Knights.    With the help of the former Editor of Scouting magazine who helped edit this edition, I authored and published it last summer.   However, it would not take much to position this book with greater emphasis toward the Knights because every one of his Scout Adults were KC’s for the entire length of his tenure.   
Proposal:   Offer the book for sale to KC’s in Columbia Magazine in order to fund Scout Pilgrimages.    The funds can be collected by the Knights and expense reimbursements of receipts for the tour so it would allow me to bring the KC’s into greater exposure for having done this.    I also include a patch which highlights KC Gillespie’s legendary Scout service that could also generate funds.    As a sidenote, you will find a color copy of our Scout Neckerchiefs from the tour highlighting the “K of C” (left side) and “Serra” Club (right side) along with the image of the Seat of the Diocese of  Ft  Worth.    T Shirts, etc are other opportunities to provide meaningful exposure of the KC’s to our Scouts as a soft sell to potential members.   
Why?    It’s a program deserving to be conducted on an annual or 2 year period but my resources to fund it cannot meet this high goal.   I truly believe, as does Bishop Vann, that this Tour and Pilgrimage is a vehicle that will generate or plant a significant seed of vocations to every participant, that with more visible support of the KC’s it will generate future members to the organization, and it will bring KC/Scouting a tangible activity that is perfect for supporting both organizations goals.  

How?   I have over 40 years of Scouting experience, I’m a 40+ year 3rd Degree member of the Knights, and I created a model that can be duplicated every pilgrimage with the same results.   Since you don’t know me, I provide a weblink here which speaks to my Scouting, Marketing and IT credentials.   

http://www.angelfire.com/tx6/patch/JJRbsa.html 

I also provide personal letters from Bishop Vann validating his support and enthusiasm for our 2007 Tour and Pilgrimage.  
When?    The BSA 100th Anniversary occurs in 2010/summer so the next opportunity would be during the summer of 2011.    I’m ready to lead a 2011 Tour/Pilgrimage and I have a number of adults who are ready to volunteer.    During a Regional Catholic Committee meeting where I presented the results of our 2007 Tour, I had Scouters in the Houston, Dallas and Austin Diocese interested in attending.   

In closing, I appreciate your consideration of my proposal in a win-win activity that meets both organizations goals with a track record of success.    

Yours in Columbianism,

John Ryan
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