


DARK AWAKENING





We open on a starfield, as an Autobot shuttle races past, piloted by Rodimus Prime, Ultra Magnus, Arcee, and Kup along with Spike and Daniel. A laser blasts hits the rear of the shuttle.





Spike:


The Decepticons are creaming us!





Rodimus Prime:


We need cover! Head for the asteroids!





The shuttle forges onward, smoke trailing behing it, as laser fire from the Decepticon mothership blazes around it. Inside, Galvatron communicates with the Quintessons on a viewscreen, as Scourge and Cyclonus watch.





Quintesson #1:


You see, Galvatron, we kept our word. We led you straight to the Autobot leader!





Quintesson #2:


And now he's yours to destroy!





Galvatron:


 Oh, yes, you are loyal allies - so long as it suits your purposes!





Galvatron blasts the viewscreen for no real reason.





Galvatron:


Fortunately, your purposes conincide with mine... for the moment.





The mothership heads into the asteroid field, and blasts as many asteroids as it can out of its path.





Scourge:


They're getting away!





Galvatron:


Launch torpedoes!





Two torpedoes shoot out after the Autobot shuttle. Inside the shuttle, Rodimus detects them.





Rodimus Prime:


Company's coming...





Ultra Magnus:


We can't outrun them... not with an engine down...





Rodimus Prime:


Then there's only one option.





Moments later, the missiles hit the shuttle, and it explodes. We cut back to the interior of the Decepticon mothership.





Cyclonus:


The end of Rodimus Prime!





Galvatron:


Ahead full speed! I wish to examine the derbis and make certain!





(Scene change)





We see a small portion of the Autobot shuttle flying on. It is obvious they have performed the emergency separation procedure seen in the movie.





Arcee:


We launched the life pod just in time.





Ultra Magnus:


Yes, but without communications, it could be months before we're found!





Spike:


Aw, swell! What do Daniel and I do when the air runs out?





Rodimus Prime:


Well, basically, you'll have two choices - suffocate or smother.





The radar bleeps, showing a large object.





Rodimus Prime (contd.):


Or maybe we can dock at that.. whatever... up ahead.





Daniel:


What is it?





Rodimus Prime:


We'll know when we get there, kid. Let's just hope it's friendly.





The suttle heads on.





(Scene change)





We return to the Decepticon mothership.





Scourge:


There's something big out there!





Cyclonus:


Alter course to intercept?





Galvatron nods silently.





(Scene change)





Daniel:


It's... awesome.





We get our first look at the giant craft. It is evidenly miles long, and completely black, except for the red Autobot insignia on a hatchway.





Spike:


It's the size of... Manhatten!





Rodimus Prime:


I'd hoped never to see it again.





Daniel:


What's wrong? What is that thing?





Arcee:


A tomb...





Ultra Magnus:


We built it...





Kup:


As a final resting place for the Autobots we lost during the Great War.





Daniel:


Like... Optimus Prime?





As the shuttle draws nearer, the hatchway to the tomb opens.





Daniel (frightened):


Do... do we have to go inside?





Rodimus Prime:


Nothing in there can hurt us, Daniel.





The shuttle flies in and lands, in front on a huge gossmer curtain.





Kup:


That's the veil of remebrance - a memorial to the Autobot heroes whose chassis and servos rest here.





Everyone gets out of the shuttle, and walks down a corridor.





Spike:


I liked it better from the outside...





Daniel walks along, looking at the numerous markers on the wall.





Daniel:


Ironhide... Ratchet... Prowl... Huffer...





In the foreground, a massive pair of blue legs move, almost silently behind Daniel, though he does not notice them. He clumsily presses a button, which shuts off the lights in one section of the corrider.





Daniel:


Oh, no!





He bangs his fist on the control panel, and the lights flare on again, but when Daniel turns, he is greeted with a horrific sight - the battered and broken body of the deceased Autobot leader, Optimus Prime, is standing behind him!





Daniel:


Aaaaaah! Ah!





He runs, and bumps into a wall. A hatch open, and a dead Autobot body drops out, narrowly missing him. He runs again, and almost collides with Rodimus Prime.





Rodimus Prime:


What's wrong?





Daniel:


(pants) I saw him!





Rodimus Prime:


Optimus! Optimus Prime!





Arcee:


The shadows in here can play tricks on you, Daniel.





Daniel:


But it was him! You believe me, don'tcha, Dad?





Rodimus Prime:


Come on, Daniel. There's only one way to find out.





Kup:


You're gonna open his tomb?





Ultra Magnus:


A waste of energy. Our reserves--





Kup:


We'll... wait here.





Rodimus Prime:


The burial chamber's on the other side of the veil. Come on.





(Scene change)





The Autobots walk through the veil, and see Prime's tomb.





Rodimus Prime:


Optimus Prime...





They walk up to his tomb.





Rodimus Prime (contd.):


...if he were alive, I'd know. The Matrix would have told me... somehow...





He grasps the sides of the cover to Prime's tomb.





Arcee:


Let's go back...





Rodimus Prime:


I've got to be sure.





Arcee:


Rodimus... no...





Rodimus move the stone cover to the tomb. He stands up, and staggers back in shock.





Daniel:


It's empty! I told you!





The sound of laser fire draws their attention.





Rodimus Prime:


The Decepticons!





They run back through the veil, but are met with heavy fire from Galvatron and his troops. They return fire.





Ultra Magnus:


There are too many of them!





Kup:


One Decepticon is one too many!





Rodimus Prime:


Take cover!





Rodimus fires at the Decepticons. Galvatron returns fire.





Galvatron:


Forward!





Galvatron transforms to cannon mode and fires, blowing up the shuttle. Cyclonus transforms from jet mode and fires at them. They are slowly being forced back.





Kup:


At least this beats seein' ghosts!





Arcee darts in front of Spike and Daniel to protect them from a laser blast, and gets hit in the leg herself.





Arcee:


Aaah!





Daniel:


Arcee!





Arcee:


I'm okay... only an exo-structure wound.





Rodimus Prime:


Back! It's our only chance!





Galvatron transforms, as the Autobots retreat behind the veil.





Galvatron:


We have them! Finish it!





The Decepticons charge through the veil, weapons blasting. The force of an explosion knocks all the Autobots to the ground.





Galvatron:


How convenient, Rodimus! We can lay your wreckage beside that of your mentor!





Galvaton is about to fire, when a laser blast streaks in from behind him, and hits him directly in the back.





Galvatron:


Arrgh!





Galvatron turns, and is shocked to see Optimus Prime, standing, alive, firing his blaster at the Decepticons.





Optimus Prime:


Decepticons! Leave this place... or die!





Galvatron:


Optimus Prime?! (gets hit by another laser blast) ARRGH!





Scourge and the Sweeps scatter, as Cyclonus aids Galvatron, and fires at the Autobots.





Cyclonus:


Cowards! Fight on!





Cyclonus backs away, helping Galvatron all the way, and moves back through the veil.





Kup:


Charge!





The Autobots rush forward, through the veil and engage the Decepticons in a short-lived firefight. The Decepticons retreat.





Ultra Magnus:


Hold you fire! We've driven them off!





Daniel:


Yeah... thanks to... him!





The Autobots all turn, as Optimus Prime, long thought dead, steps through the veil, seemingly alive and well.





Fade to black.


End Act One.





Fade in.





Optimus Prime steps forward. Rodimus moves to greet him.





Rodimus Prime (shocked):


Optimus... what... what are you commands, sir?





Prime grabs him by the shoulders.





Optimus Prime:


Uhh... huhh... is... it... safe?





Rodimus Prime:


What?





Prime indicates Rodimus's chest.





Rodimus Prime:


The Matrix... yes... I've been keeping it warm for you.





Rodimus moves to open his chest and remove the Matrix.





Ultra Magnus:


Wait! Optimus is in no condition to assume leadership!





Rodimus Prime:


Come on, guys, he's just shook up a little. You'd be too if you'd been dead for years!





Kup:


That's the point, sonny! What happened, Optimus?





Optimus Prime:


Huhh... darkness... cold... then, light...!





Daniel:


Maybe he was in a... y'know, a... a coma.





Spike:


Possible...





Rodimus Prime:


Hey, he's here, he's back, and who cares how?





Optimus Prime:


Must... complete... plan...





Optimus walks off, and Rodimus follows him.





Rodimus Prime:


Yeah! What's the plan?





(Scene change)





The Autobots all walk into a large hangar area, where a small ship sits, ready for take-off.





Arcee:


Optimus built himself an escape ship!





Optimus carries a bundle of junk and spare parts across the hangar.





Rodimus Prime:


Still think he's not fit to lead us?





Rodimus runs across the hangar to Optimus.





Kup:


Wait, Rodimus...!





Rodimus opens his chest and removes the Matrix.





Rodimus Prime:


Sir... this... is yours.





He holds the Matrix out for Optimus to take. Optimus withdraws from it immediately, and clutches his head. However, he still seems to want to take it, despite the pain it is apparently causing him. Rodimus, for some reason, does not notice this.





Optimus Prime:


Uh...uhh...! No...! No!





Rodimus holds the Matrix closer to Optimus, who takes it at last, and inserts it forcefully into his chest with a cry of pain. He then calms down. Rodimus, meanwhile, begins to shrink, having lost the power of the Matrix, and returns to his original form of Hot Rod.





Hot Rod:


All right, Hot Rod is back! Let's party!





Optimus Prime:


Forgive... me...





Hot Rod:


Huh? For what?





Silently, Optimus brings up his rifle, and blasts Hot Rod square in the chest. He collapses. Optimus then downs all the other Autobots. Fires start burning in the hangar.





Optimus Prime:


What... have... I done...?





Optimus runs to a console, and hits a sequence of buttons.





Optimus Prime:


Must... complete... mission!





Computer voice (V/O):


Auto-destruct activated.





Optimus climbs into his escape ship and jets away, as the masoleum drifts closer to a nearby sun.





Inside the hangar, a klaxon sounds. Daniel and Spike are pinned under rubble.





Daniel:


Uhh... uh... ohh... D-Dad?





Spike:


Uhh...ohh..





Hot Rod gets up, as do the other Autobots. Hot Rod helps Arcee up.





Arcee:


Optimus... he... he...





Hot Rod:


He didn't kill us... he must have some plan.





Kup and Ultra Magnus look at the computer viewscreen.





Kup:


More like a recepie... for Autobot fondue!





Ultra Magnus:


We're on a collision course with that red sun!





(Scene change)





Optimus Prime has returned to Cybertron, and addresses the other Autobots, among them Perceptor, Grimlock, and Springer.





Optimus Prime:


Rodimus... Kup... Ultra Magnus... and Arcee... they gave their lives so that I might return to Cybertron.





Perceptor:


Daniel... and Spike...?





Optimus Prime:


The Quintessons left no survivors.





Grimlock:


Rraagh! Quintessons! Me Grimlock stomp Quintessons flat into ground! Rragh! Rrg! Raa! Rrgh!





Grimlock, evidently very angry, stamps up and down, knocking all the other Autobots away.





Optimus Prime:


We will mobilise all our forces, and move against the Quintessons.





Springer:


Those five-faced, tentacled slime are gonna pay for this, but good! ...I mean it, Arcee...





(Scene change)





The Quintessons watch the proceedings in their craft.





Quintesson #1:


The entire Autobot fleet moves to attack us.





Quintesson #2:


Precisely as we predicted.





Quintesson #3:


May I propose an anticipatory snicker of triumph?





The Quintessons snicker.





(Scene change)





The mausoleum looms closer to the sun.





Kup:


Say your goodbyes, folks. We wont be seeing this place, or the heroes in it, ever again. Nobody will.





Ultra Magnus:


Let's just hope this little improposition gets us home.





Ultra Magnus boards a craft similar to the one Optimus built, which the Autobots have evidently constructed themselves. The whole tomb begins to shake.





Spike:


It's got to! The mausoleum is breaking up!





Everyone runs on board the ship, and it blasts off, as the mausoleum collides with the sun and is destroyed.





Ultra Magnus:


Set course for Cybertron.





(Scene change)





The ship enters Cybertronian airspace. Kup struggles with the controls.





Ultra Magnus:


The retro-thrusters aren't breaking fast enough!





Kup:


Brace for crash landing!





Down on the planet's surface, Snarl sees the ship coming down fast. Sludge shoves him out of the way as it crashes into the ground where he was standing. The Autobots clamber out.





Arcee:


Sludge! Snarl! Are we glad to see you!





Sludge:


Me Sludge not glad to see you!





Snarl:


You all dead!





The two Dinobots looks at eachother in bewilderment.





Sludge:


Maybe... we dead!





Ultra Magnus:


What are you yammering about?





Kup:


Never mind that, where is everybody?





Sludge:


All go smash Quintessons!





Ultra Magnus:


Quintessons? What have Quintessons got to do with any of this?





Snarl:


They kill you! Optimus Prime say so! ...uh... uh-oh... something not right!





Arcee looks at the viewscreen, and sees a squadron of Autobot ships heading through space.





Arcee:


He's taking a whole fleet!





(Scene change)





The Autobot ships head onward, with Optimus Prime in the flagship.





Optimus Prime:


That central planet is the Quintessons new base.





Perceptor:


We'll send out patrols!





Optimus Prime (harshly):


And lose the element of suprise?! I am in command here, Perceptor!





Perceptor:


Of course, Prime... but...





Perceptor is cut off as Blurr runs up.





Blurr:


ExcuseMePardonMeOneSideComingThroughGangwayImportantMessageForPrime!


MessageRecievedFromCybertronUrgent!Item:RodimusUltraMagnusKupArceeDanielAndSpikeSafe!WillJoinFleetShortly!RecommendYouHaltAttackAndRendez-vous!





Perceptor:


They're... alive!





Optimus Prime:


A cunning Quintesson trick. A fake message - but it wont help them now! Full speed ahead!





The Quintessons watch.





Quintesson #1:


Excellent. The Autobots have no idea that the central planet is a decoy.





Quintesson #2:


And Optimus does not understand what happened to him.





Quintesson #3:


How could he? Even to himself, he seems... alive.





Quintesson #2:


Perhaps we should seek some cover...





Quintesson #1:


No. Place your faith in our defence systems.





The Quintesson craft appears behind the Autobot fleet.





Quintesson #1:


Fire!





Missiles shoot out of the craft and hit the Autobot vessels. Many explode.





Quintesson #1:


This wont even be a war.





Quintesson #2:


Merely an exercise in... extermination.





Fade to black.


End Act Two.





Fade in.


More Autobot ships are destroyed by missiles. Hot Rod, Kup, Arcee, Ultra Magnus, Spike and Daniel arrive in a ship of their own.





Arcee:


We're to late!





Hot Rod:


Radio Prime's flagship! We've got to stop him!





Ultra Magnus taps buttons on the console.





Ultra Magnus:


Intercept One to flagship...





(Scene change)





Blurr gives Optimus Prime the latest message.





Blurr:


ShipCarryingRodimusUltraMagnusKupArceeDanielSpikeSayIt'sImperativeUrgentPriority OneNoKiddingHaltAttack! AndCanTheyComeAboard?





Optimus Prime:


They... live? Nnngh... aaghh...!





Optimus's chest glows with green energy as the Matrix seems to cause him more pain.





Optimus Prime:


Impossible. Another Quintesson trick. Destroy the Interceptor!





Cannons blast at the Interceptor, blowing it to smithereens and sending the small group of Autobots hurtling out into space. At the base on the cannons, the Aerialbot, Slingshot, looks through the telescopic sight. Peceptor pushes him aside and transforms to microscope mode to look through the sight.





Perceptor:


Increase magnification...





Perceptor sees them floating in space.





Pereptor:


Indentification - positive! Rescue teams, standby!





The Quintessons observe this.





Quintesson #3:


A complication?





Quintesson #2:


96% probability this discovery will only confuse the Autobots more.





Quinetsson #1:


And our defences will still force them towards the detonator... and once they are in range...





We see a simulation on the Quintessons viewscreen, of the sun exploding and destroying the star system, taking the Autobots with it.





Quintesson #3:


... there can be no escape.





(Scene change)





On the Autobot flagship, the rescued Autobots drive up to Springer and Wheelie in vehicle mode.





Wheelie:


Can't you lot drive? Rodimus is alive!





They transform.





Hot Rod:


I don't care how, turn this ship around! I'm going Optimus hunting!





Hot Rod runs off as Kup and Arcee pull up with Daniel and Spike and transform.





Springer:


The blast doors to the command centre are locked!





Hot Rod simply punches his way clean through the blast doors, and enters the command centre.





Hot Rod:


Optimus! Front and centre!





Optimus Prime:


I've been waiting.





Hot Rod:


I'm... I'm taking command!





Optimus Prime:


What... took... you... so long?





Optimus clutches his head as his body is wracked with pain again.





Optimus Prime:


Aaah...AARGGH! Wh... what... did... they... DO TO ME?!





A flashback sequence occurs, as we see the Quintessons surrounding Optimus Prime's dead body, with tools in the tentacles, working on him.





Quintesson #2:


...and some lingering remnants of his memory and personality.





Quitnesson #1:


But without our circuit implants, he will be utterly mindless - an ordinary machine.





Quintesson #3:


A robotic zombie.





The flashback ends.





Optimus Prime:


Ahh... arrrgh!





Hot Rod:


You're very sick... let me help.





Optimus Prime:


I... have... to... arrgh!





Optimus fires at Hot Rod, who dodges the blasts.





Hot Rod:


I don't want to fight you!





Optimus Prime:


Then... stop... me!





Hot Rod:


How?! What do I do?!





Optimus Prime:


Please, Rodimus!





Optimus continues to fire and miss Hot Rod until the entire rom is filled with smoke from the explosions. Optimus searches for Hot Rod, firing into the smoke.





Hot Rod (V/O):


Arrgh!





Optimus Prime:


No... NO!





Hot Rod appears behind Optimus and knocks his gun away.





Hot Rod:


Ah-ha! Fooled you!





Optimus Prime:


Not... again! Matrix... makes me... grow strong!





Optimus swings his fists at Hot Rod, who ducks and dodges.





Hot Rod:


Now, there's a unique complaint!





Optimus grabs Hot Rod from behind, and holds him. Hot Rod's chest begins to crack and smoulder as Optimus applies pressure.





Optimus Prime:


If you lose... Autobots... all destroyed!





Hot Rod repeatedly elbows Optimus in the gut, and kicks his legs. Optimus lapses for a second, and Hot Rod grabs him and throws him over his shoulder. Optimus smashes into a wall. Half of his head and left arm are smashed off. Hot Rod, clutching his chest wound, runs to him.





Hot Rod:


Optimus... can we stop now?





Optimus Prime:


Aaargh!





Optimus sends Hot Rod flying across the room with a kick. He gets up and picks up his gun, and moves over to Hot Rod.





Optimus Prime:


Uhh... you... should... have finished me!





Hot Rod:


Believe me... I tried...





Optimus aims his gun at him, but through his cracked chest, we can see the Matrix begin to glow again. Optimus groans in pain yet again, but this time, he does not fight it.





Optimus Prime:


Until... all... are... ONE!





Optimus collapses to his knees, panting, and removes the Matrix from his chest. It's power has restored his true mind.





Optimus Prime:


Monsters... they made me... a weapon... to destroy the very ones... I loved in life.





He opens Hot Rod's chest, and re-inserts the Matrix, turning him back into Rodimus Prime.





Optimus Prime (contd.):


...but you... will save them...





Rodimus looks up at Optimus, silently.





Optimus Prime (contd.):


...Rodimus... Prime.





Optimus turns and walks to the pilot seat, as Arcee, Kup and Ultra Magnus rush in and help the injured Rodimus up.





Arcee:


Rodimus!





Ultra Magnus:


Thank the stars we found you in time!





Rodimus Prime:


Optimus...!





Kup:


The ship's bein' blow to pieces! We're evacuatin'!





(Scene change)





Optimus sits in the pilot seat of the flagship, alone on the vessel.





Optimus Prime:


Optimus Prime to Autobot fleet. Return to Cybertron. That... is my final command.





The Quintessons watch.





Quintesson #3:


What?!





Quintesson #2:


The Autobot fleet is escaping!





Quintesson #1:


And the flagship is on a collision trajectory with the detonator!





Quitnesson #2:


Direct all firepower on the flagship! Obliterate it!





The Quintessons fire mercilessly on the flagship. Explosions surround Optimus, but he is unmoving.





Quintesson #1:


It's not stopping!





Quintesson #2:


No Autobot could survive that!





Optimus remains in the pilot seat, as the ship is destroyed around him.





Optimus Prime:


Uhh... Until all... are one.





With a final explosion, the flagship is engulfed in a fireball, and collides with the central planet, activating the Quintessons' detonator, triggering an explosion that causes the sun to go nova.





On their ship, the Autobots watch as the sun erupts, consuming the planets, the flagship, and the life of Optimus Prime himself.





Kup:


Goodbye... old friend...





Arcee and Spike comfort Daniel, as he cries.





Rodimus Prime:


This nova will be his memorial.


I don't know if I'll ever be the leader you were, but for sure, I'm going to try.





The Autobots fleet zooms toward us, and disappears overhead, as the nova shines brightly in the distance. The image of Optimus Prime appears on the starfield, as the great hero himself loses his life for the second time.





Rodimus Prime (contd.):


So long... Prime.





Fade to black.


End Act Three.


End Episode.
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