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IT IS MY HOPE THAT IN RECEIVING MY NEWSLETTER, YOU WILL DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE IT EVERY MONTH. BUT IF YOU PREFER NOT TO, PLEASE LET ME KNOW AND I WILL TAKE YOUR NAME OF MY MAILING LIST. I APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE AND I THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE. MAY GOD BE PLEASED TO BLESS YOU AND YOURS.

PURPOSE OF NEWSLETTER

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter, which is as follows: 1) To glorify God; 2) To exalt the Lord Jesus Christ; 3) To magnify His grace; and 4) To announce the full counsel of God. This will be done by proclaiming the Doctrines of Grace, which are consistent with the “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5) of “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

Therefore, the goal of this ministry is to “strive for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27), which was “once delivered to the saints” (Jude v.2); and this will be done by emphasizing those glorious doctrines, that not only will they be “to the praise of the glory of (God’s) grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:5), but will also “in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” (2:7). 
It will be shown that these precious doctrines are the only ones that can withstand every attack of the enemy from any direction because they are build upon the solid and immovable foundation of God’s Free and Sovereign Grace, and not upon the shifting sands of proud man’s so-called Free Will. Also, these doctrines are the only ones that can give us full assurance of our salvation because from the beginning to the end, it is ALL OF GRACE! May it please “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) to grant us by His “Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:29) to “receive grace for grace” from His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:16). Amen.

THE DOCTRINE OF THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MAN

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13): “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:19, 20).
Throughout the Holy Scriptures we have clear proof of the doctrine of the Responsibility of Man before God. Every commandment given by God and every gracious invitation made to man shows us that man is responsible to obey God and to respond to Him. If this was not true, then we would have to say that God cannot hold man (and I say this reverently,) accountable for anything. In fact, there should not be a Judgment Day if in anyway Man was totally free from his responsibility to God. Man could live anyway he wanted to without fearing the consequences of his actions since he wouldn’t have to give an account of his life.

Another way to look at this is in considering the Sovereignty of God in the life of Man. Previously we noted that God is sovereign over man, including over his sins and salvation. If one has the wrong view or understanding of this doctrine, then one could be inclined to say that due to the Sovereignty of God over our lives, then we should not be responsible for anything that we think, or say, or do. In fact, the apostle Paul referred to this kind of thinking in Romans 9 by the questioning of the sovereignty of God over one’s life: “Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will”? In other words, why does God hold us responsible for doing that which is according to His sovereign will? But note that Paul doesn’t try to explain it. He just simply tells them: “Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?...” (vv.20-24).
Every person, whether Christian or not, stands before God as a responsible individual. It makes no difference who they are, where they were born, what are their circumstances or condition, etc., etc. There are no exemptions; “for it is written, as I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God” (Romans 14:11, 12). Also, we read in 2 Corinthians 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad”. Furthermore, the apostle Peter tells us in his second epistle that “the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begins at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” (4:17, 18). Then we are solemnly reminded in Revelation that “the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (20:12-15).
These Scriptures by themselves, dear reader, confirms that we are responsible before God; otherwise, as I said, we could not be held accountable for our lives. But let me interject something here that is very important to know: The judgments of the true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and of the unbeliever are very distinct, i.e. there is a very definite difference! You see, the believer will be judged for his life as a Christian; or to put it in another way, as a child of God. It has nothing to do with whether they will be saved or not. They have been “saved in the LORD with and everlasting salvation” (Isaiah 45:17), and because of it there’s absolutely nothing that “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). Yet, as we have noted, the people of God, i.e. true Christians will be judged for the way they have lived; “That is, (God) will judge them when they deserve it, and punish them if they ought to be punished. The mere fact that they are his people will not save them from punishment if they deserve it, any more than the fact that one is a beloved child will save him from correction when he does wrong” (Barne’s Commentary). On the other hand, the lost sinner who has “no hope, and” (is) “without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12), and so has no “repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21); and so therefore “knows not God, and that obeys not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8) will be judged for all his sins, which none have been forgiven; for which he will have to pay and suffer for all eternity in “the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). This, of course, confirms the Responsibility of Man before God; whether one is Saved or Unsaved!
Now, with respect to our doctrine, we would to present two obvious reasons for its validity; and this will be deducted form our two text Scriptures. The first one has to do with Man’s “duty”; and the second one has to do with Man’s “excuse”. Although this will not be an exhaustive presentation of this doctrine, nevertheless, there will be sufficient proof of it to show us our “duty” as responsible beings before our blessed Creator, and to prevent us from making any kind of “excuse” for our irresponsibility, which can prove to be fatal to our souls.

Furthermore, we will also show that God’s grace is involved in our responsibility to Him. Although it’s true that even apart from the grace of God we are still responsible to Him, nevertheless, it is ONLY by His grace that we can fulfill our “duty” and prevent us from making any kind of “excuse”. But then this can ONLY be true in the Lord Jesus Christ; for it is ONLY in Him that we can obey God and respond to His love. So, beloved, may this study reveal to us where we stand with respect to our Responsibility to God; and may His grace cause us to repent for the lack of our “duty” and for the many “excuses” we make for not obeying Him and responding to His Love and Grace. Amen.

(TO BE CONTINUED IN NEXT ISSUE)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Meditation for the Month
Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon”
(Isaiah 55:6, 7)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A SPIRITUAL TIDBIT FOR MAY

GRACE GREATER THAN SIN

“But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” (Romans 5:20).
The wonderful truth of grace is that there is no sinner beyond its reach. It is stated in our text that “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound”. What does that mean? It means that there is no amount of sin that will keep a sinner from the saving benefits of grace. One’s sins may be higher than Mt. Everest, yet grace can leap over it and save the chiefest of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15).

It may be that you are under the heavy burden of sin (Psalm 38:4), and its weight is simply overwhelming that you can’t even lift up your eyes towards heaven (Psalm 40:12). Your guilt is such that you even feel that God won’t forgive you. But then, that is what GRACE is all about: It is to forgive the most despicable and vilest of sinners; for “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound”.
Oh, to experience the Grace of God is to know that ALL of our sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake, “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7). That will fill our hearts with joy and peace, and enable us to sing: “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound; that saved a wretch like me!” It is also to know that “(God) hath made us accepted” i.e. graced us “in the beloved” Son of God (v. 6), and that His blood “cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). Yes, praise God that “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound”. Hallelujah!!! Amen.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God's Sovereignty And Man's Responsibility
L M Grant Published 17 January 2006
Here again are two parallel lines of truth, each one perfectly true in its place, neither interfering with the other, and yet often confused in the minds of men. As to God's sovereignty, Nebuchadnezzar, though he himself an absolute monarch, was brought to fully confess, "I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: for His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation. And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing. But He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth: and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, What hast Thou done'?" (Dan. 4: 34,35).

God has absolute power, absolute authority, absolute sovereignty. He does as He will and none can challenge or change lt. Added to this is the fact that He has an "eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Eph. 3:11). That purpose cannot be changed: it will be absolutely and perfectly carried out. The believer fully acknowledges this and finds greatest delight in such magnificent truth.

Blind unbelief again is ready with needling questions. lf God is sovereign and has an absolute plan and purpose for the universe, then men will argue that it makes no difference what people do. Whatever they do, they argue, this was going to be the case anyway, so they could not avoid doing lt. This is the fatalistic way of saying that man is not responsible for his own actions. This seems to them to be a logical argument. They are saying that God's sovereignty and man's responsibility cannot be true facts at the same time, because they do not understand how it can be so.

Is man responsible? Yes, just as certainly as God is sovereign. Whatever we think of it, God has declared that "every one of us shall give an account to God" (Ro. 14:12). In fact, the Lord Jesus Himself is quoted in Matthew 12:36, "I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account of it in the day of judgment." At that time no one will dare to say he was obliged to do the evil works he has done, nor to speak the evil words that came from his lips. He will have to confess himself guilty of wilfully shirking his responsibility. Even now his own conscience tells him this. lf one really believes that God is sovereign, is he not thus admitting that his own place therefore is that of a subject who is to submit to God? Faith in a sovereign God stirs the heart with a sense of responsibility to be obedient to Him.

Therefore, though the believer cannot satisfy man's intellect in explaining the compatibility of the inescapable facts of God's sovereignty and man's responsibility, yet faith has no difficulty with this. The believer rejoices in both facts, and realizes the rightness of his being fully obedient to the revealed will of God. God does as He pleases: it is His right to do so. I have no right to do as I please, but am responsible to do what God pleases. To give God His place and keep my own place is the secret of deepest blessing. Let us then keep these lines of truth distinct, each in its own place, and accept them both as fully true.

This article is part of L M Grant's book Wonderful Paradoxes of Scripture

______________________________________________________________________________________________
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"All that the Father gives Me will come to Me..." - John 6:37

The truth of God's word is honored not in holding exclusively to one truth to the exclusion of another truth, but in believing the whole counsel of God. The Bible plainly teaches that man is responsible to repent and believe the gospel just as it plainly teaches that he is morally unwilling and unable to do so. These two seemingly contradictory assertions can be reconciled when we understand that even the very desire for faith, by which we believe in Christ who justifies sinners, belongs to us, not by nature but by a gift of grace, that is, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit amending our will and turning it from unbelief to faith and from godlessness to godliness. The Apostle Paul says, "And I am sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1:6). And again, "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God" (Eph. 2:8). 

Furthermore some teach that God has mercy upon us when, apart from his regenerative grace, we believe, will and desire, but do not confess that it is by the work and inspiration of the Holy Spirit within us that we even have the faith, the will, or the desire to do all these things; If we make the assistance of grace depend on our humility or obedience but don't agree that it is a gift of grace itself that we are obedient and humble, we then contradict the Scripture which says, "What have you that you did not receive?" (1 Cor. 4:7), and, "But by the grace of God I am what I am" (1 Cor. 15:10). 

The following chart shows that the Bible clearly teaches both man's responsibility to believe the gospel and his inability to do so. The third column helps us to understand how those whom God has set his affection on infallibly come to faith, in spite of this inability and, most of all, how this gives all glory to God in the work of salvation:

(This chart is loosely based on a chart by Lamar McKinney) 
	The Responsibility of Man 
	The Inability of Man 
	Monergistic Grace of God 

	Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Matt. 11:28 
	No man can come to me, . . . 

John 6:44a 
	. . . except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

John 6:44b 

	...whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 
John 3:16
	...men loved the darkness rather than the Light...and will not come into the light... 
John 3:20, 21 
	.."But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God." 
John 3:21

Note: there are, indeed, those who come to the light -- namely those whose deeds are the work of God. "Wrought in God" means worked by God. Apart from this gracious work of God all men hate the light of God and will not come to him lest their evil be exposed.

	Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 

Isa 55:6 
	There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 

Rom 3:11 
	. . . I was found of them that sought me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked not after me. 

Rom 10:20b 

	This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ...
1 John 3:23

 
	"...the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so.
Romans 8:7
you do not hear, because you are not of God.
John 8:47
	"...and these whom He called, He also justified;
Rom 8:30 

...and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.
Acts 13:48

	God...commandeth all men every where to repent.
Acts 17:30
	...the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him
John 14:7
	"...if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth."
2 Tim 2:25

	. . . whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

Rev 22:17b 
	So then it is not of him that willeth, . . . 
Rom 9:16a 
	Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power,. . . 

Ps 110:3a 

	Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else. 

Isa 45:22 
	. . . Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

John 3:3a 
	. . . The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest . . . see that Just One, . . .. 

Acts 22:14 

	But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 

John 1:12 
	But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

1 Cor 2:14 
	But as many as received him, . . . were born, not of . . the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

John 1:12-13 

	. . . if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, . . . 

ROM 10:9 
	. . . no man can say that Jesus is the . . . 

1 Cor 12:3b 
	. . . but by the Holy Ghost. 

1 Cor 12:3b 

	. . . make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, . . ? 

Ezek 18:31 
	The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: . . . 

Jer 17:9 
	A new heart also will I give you, . . . and I will take away the stony heart . . . 

Ezek 36:26 

	"If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 
Matt 19:21
	"Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

Matt 19:23
	"Then who can be saved?" And looking at them Jesus said to them, "With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 
Matt 25b-26


 

Loosely based on a similar chart entitled "Antinomy" on Sound of Grace. Since God supernaturally disarms our hostility toward him in regeneration, I am hesitant to call this "antinomy" since the grace of God reconciles these two apparent "enemies" (man's responsibility and man's inability). 
____________________________________________________________________________________

AN INVITATION TO SALVATION

God throughout the Holy Scriptures calls sinners to come to Him, and to “be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation” (Isaiah 45:17). Each and every one of us need salvation because all of us are sinners by nature, and we enter this world “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). But unless we are forgiven of our sins, we will enter eternity having to pay for our sins for ever and ever in “the lake of fire”, which “is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14, 15).
To be “in the book of life” means you have been believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and been saved (Acts 16:31); “for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21); and you may believe it in that it “is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). This He can do, dear reader, because on the Cross at Calvary He died for the unjust and shed His precious Blood for the remission of their sins. But that is not all: He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).
The invitation is this: Look to the Cross on which Jesus died and to the empty Tomb from which He rose again, and believe on Him who ALONE can save you from your sins; for “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Also, see that it is by Grace ALONE and by Faith ALONE that you can be saved: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). May this be true of you TODAY; “(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

