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PURPOSE OF NEWSLETTER

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter, which is as follows: 1) To glorify God; 2) To exalt the Lord Jesus Christ; 3) To magnify His grace; and 4) To announce the full counsel of God. This will be done by proclaiming the Doctrines of Grace, which are consistent with the “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5) of “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

Therefore, the goal of this ministry is to “strive for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27), which was “once delivered to the saints” (Jude v.2); and this will be done by emphasizing those glorious doctrines, that not only will they be “to the praise of the glory of (God’s) grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:5), but will also “in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” (2:7). 
It will be shown that these precious doctrines are the only ones that can withstand every attack of the enemy from any direction because they are build upon the solid and immovable foundation of God’s Free and Sovereign Grace, and not upon the shifting sands of proud man’s so-called Free Will. Also, these doctrines are the only ones that can give us full assurance of our salvation because from the beginning to the end, it is ALL OF GRACE! May it please “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) to grant us by His “Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:29) to “receive grace for grace” from His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:16). Amen.
What Are The Doctrines Of Grace?

By Lasaro Flores
I’m afraid that to many Christians the Doctrines of Grace are like strangers that appear out of nowhere. They’ll look at them and just can’t figure out where they came from. Perhaps I could compare them to those of Athens that said to the apostle Paul, “May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean” (Acts 17:19,20). Yes, beloved, it is sad to say that to the great majority of professing Christians the Doctrines of Grace are “a new doctrine” and “strange things”; and the proof of this is the immense lack of knowledge of them within professing Christianity, including members of churches where these doctrines are included in their Profession of Faith or Creed. Another proof of this is that if one were to listen to, or watched, every “Christian” program on radio or television, one would have to say that there’s not one that proclaims the Doctrines of Grace, if any. Here in my area, of all the programs carried by TBN and the Daystar network, there is only one that does so. I personally would describe this as a breath of fresh air in a polluted atmosphere of corrupted doctrine; or as a spark of shining Grace in the darkness of free will.
As I endeavor to answer the question, What Are The Doctrines Of Grace, I pray that I do it with a humble heart and looking only to the Holy Spirit to guide me so that whatever I write in doing so, it will be according to the inerrant and infallible Word of God and for the “edification, and exhortation, and comfort” (1 Corinthians 14:3) of God’s elect. Also, I pray that God will keep me from a harsh and argumentative spirit as I present these precious doctrines, not so much to prove others wrong in their doctrines (as A.W. Pink once wrote), but to bring in the glorious Light of God’s Truth in order to expose the error of Free Will that opposes the Free Grace of Him, who is “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10). But then also, every pastor and teacher of the Word of God has an awesome responsibility so that “we all come in the unity of the faith,… that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine…but speaking the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:13-15), so that we all may “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). Amen.
So, what are the Doctrines of Grace? They are the teachings of the Bible that exude with the fragrance of God’s Grace. In fact, beloved, every doctrine will magnify the Free and Sovereign Grace of God, no matter which one it is! Even the doctrine of Hell will do so; for what is Grace if it doesn’t keep the “chief” of “sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15) out of it; and so much more does the doctrine of Justification; for it is said “that (God) might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus” (Romans 3:26), and “that justifieth the ungodly” (4:5). You take the Grace of God out of any doctrine in the Bible, and then the sinner has no hope at all! You see, Grace has to do with sin and sinners; and because sinners need to be saved from sin, it is infallibly declared: “For by grace are ye saved” (Ephesians 2:5,8), and that “the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men…” (Titus 2:11). Hallelujah!
Furthermore, what are the Doctrines of Grace? They are the teachings of the Bible that confirm that the Grace of God is necessary for the salvation of sinners simply because man of his sin cannot save himself; no matter what! It is made very clear that man in his sin neither has the ability nor the desire to be saved if left to himself. So, unless the Grace of God freely seeks the sinner, then the sinner has no hope whatsoever; for “there is none that seeketh after God” (Romans 3:11). But these precious doctrines teach that although this is all true of man; nevertheless, it is also made very clear that whenever and wherever the Grace of God is effectually working, it is absolutely irresistible; for it is said that “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” (5:20). Spurgeon once wrote that Grace comes leaping over the Alps of our sins to save us indicating that even when “(our) iniquities are gone over (our) head” and “as an heavy burden they are too heavy for (us)” (Psalm 38:4), “so that (we are) not able to look up” (40:12) “unto heaven” (Luke 18:13), yet Grace is more than sufficient to come to us with salvation. Again, Hallelujah!
Then, what are the Doctrines of Grace? They are the teachings of the Bible that without any hesitation declare that “salvation beongeth unto the LORD” (Psalm 3:8); or as Jonah says: “Salvation is of the LORD” (2:9). What does that mean? It means emphatically that salvation not only has to come from God, but that it originates with Him. That being the case, then man has nothing to do with it; and so therefore, if man is to have salvation from God, he has to apply to Him for it. Yet, in doing so, if “taught of God” (John 6:45), they will see that there is nothing to recommend them, or to attract God to save them, because it is “not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy” (Romans 9:16). That is what the Doctrines of Grace do: It makes sinful man to look away from himself but to look ONLY to God for it, as it is written: “And there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:21,22).
But again, we ask: What are the Doctrines of Grace? They are the teachings of the Bible that exposes the utter impossibility of sinful man of doing anything at all that is of merit or deserving so that God has to save him. These doctrines, not only reveal that the best that man might do in order to merit salvation has no value whatsoever, but also that God has every right to reject sinful man simply because he cannot produce any good that God will accept to reward him with salvation. Therefore, the Doctrines of Grace are the only teachings that can give the most despicable and vilest sinner hope of salvation based on the Merits and Worthiness in none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. Consider this: “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one” (Job 14:4); and: “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6).
So then, what are the Doctrines of Grace? They are the teachings of the Bible that absolutely give ALL THE GLORY to God for His “so great salvation” (Hebrews 2:3). We are warned by God in His Word: “I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images” (Isaiah 42:8); and what more abominable “graven image” is there than proud man’s idol of Free Will? On the other hand, God’s people can truly say: “Save us, O God of our salvation,… that we may give thanks to thy holy name, and glory in thy praise” ( 1 Chronicles 16:35). Make no mistake about this, my dear reader, these precious doctrines are the ONLY ONES that absolutely gives God all the glory because it takes away from sinful man any occasion, or reason, to “glory in his presence” (1 Corinthians 1:29), but “that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord” (v.31). In other words, beloved, the Free and Sovereign Grace of God will cause us to sing with the sweet singer of Israel: “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake…But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased” (Psalm 115:1,3). Hallelujah!
In closing, let me give you a word of encouragement: You’ll find that you might be tempted to say as those of the Lord’s disciples who responded to His doctrine, “This is an hard saying; who can hear it?” (John 6:60), and that the Doctrines of Grace might taste bitter to you because it goes against much of what you have received and believed, but it is my hope that you will be enabled by the Grace of God to say with Jeremiah, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O LORD God of hosts” (15:16), as you believe and receive the Doctrines of Grace, “not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe” (1 Thessalonians 2:13). Also, I implore you, do not cast away these doctrines simply because they are “new” and seem to be “strange” to you, but be as “noble” as those of Berea, “in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11) preached by the apostle Paul. May the Holy Spirit be pleased to “teach you all things” (John 14:26) and “guide you into all truth” (16:13) “as the truth is in Jesus” (Ephesians 4:21). Amen.          
A Meditation for the Month
“But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” (Romans 5:20)

A SPIRITUAL TIDBIT FOR JANUARY

“By grace ye are saved” (Ephesians 2:5,8)
Grace is the fountain from which flows all of the spiritual blessings we can ever have from God; and this can only be true in the Lord Jesus Christ. This means, then, that if we are to be saved, it has to be “by grace” ALONE; for it is stated that ALL of salvation is “according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7); and that it is ONLY from Jesus Christ that we can receive “grace for grace” (John 1:16). Since this is so, why should we look anywhere else for salvation? Don’t you know, my friend, that in doing so it is to despise “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10), who has provided freely ALL that is needed to save the chiefest of sinners? In fact, there is absolutely nothing that we have done, or are doing, or can ever do, to save ourselves from our sins. Our ONLY hope is in the declaration of God’s Word: “By grace ye are saved” (Ephesians 2:5,8)
That is why the Gospel of Jesus Christ is also called “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24) because it is the “glad tidings”, i.e. the GOOD NEWS that salvation is FREE! It has to be so; otherwise none of us can ever be saved if it depended on us to save ourselves. So, my dear reader, BELIEVE IT!  Believe that it is ONLY by the Grace of God that you and I can be saved from our sins; believe also that it is ONLY by, in, from and through, the Lord Jesus Christ that we can be saved by Grace; and also believe that this Grace is not simply an abstract doctrine, but it is practical; for it teaches us to deny “ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:12-14). Therefore, ONLY those that can attribute their salvation solely to the Grace of God can victoriously say with the apostle Paul: “But by the grace of God I am what I am…” (1 Corinthians 15:10). Amen. 
THE GOSPEL OF GRACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Rom. 10:4

Maurice Montgomery


God is so infinitely holy, righteous and just that he "will by no means clear the guilty" (Ex. 34:7). How then may I, such a guilty sinner, ever be "cleared"? The accomplishments of the Lord Jesus Christ, as God's appointed representative and substitute for sinners, was so thorough and complete, satisfying the law and justice of God so fully and perfectly, that the infinitely holy God can lawfully, legally, righteously, justly, FREELY forgive, justify and receive the most wicked and vile sinner who ever walked the face of the earth.

The Lord Jesus Christ accomplished for some sinners, all that the holy God required of those sinners. Therefore, those sinners not only may be saved from the wrath of God and made righteous, they shall be saved from the wrath of God and made righteous! That glorious proclamation of God's infinite love and grace in saving sinners by Jesus Christ is simultaneously a declaration of his righteousness in doing so (Rom. 3:23-26; I John 1:9). Those who claim to be preaching God's Gospel and are not preaching the righteousness of Jesus Christ freely imputed to sinners through faith in Him, are not preaching God's Gospel at all! God is "a just God and a Savior" (Isa. 45:21).

Therefore, does God say concerning His people, "Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. 10:17). Why? Because they are no more. They have been "purged," "put away," by the Lord Jesus Christ. What wonderful news for guilty sinners! There is full, perfect and FREE SALVATION in the Lord Jesus Christ. Sinner, do you believe God? Can you see in Jesus Christ all that your soul needs to stand before God without guilt and fully accepted of Him?

"Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" (Rom. 10:4).
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31).


Maurice Montgomery, Pastor 
Bible Baptist Church
Madisonville, Ky.

The path of the scissors!

(Lewis Bayly, "The Practice of Piety" 1611)

"For who makes you to differ from another? And what do you have, that you did not receive?" (1 Corinthians 4:7)

We are all . . .fashioned from the same mold, hewed out of the same rock, made as it were, of the same cloth--the path of the scissors making the only difference between one person an another. It is therefore only the free love and grace of  God, which makes all the difference between us. 

No believer should ever insolently demean the unsaved, who, like miserable drudges, allow their corrupt nature to carry them to any villainy, lust, or lewd course; and whodamn themselves in the devil's slavery!

Alas! our hearts should bleed within us at beholding so many around us imbruing their cruel hands in the blood of their own souls--by their ignorance, worldliness, drunkenness, lust, unbelief and scoffing at true religion. 

What heart, except it be hewed out of the hardest rock, or has sucked the breasts of merciless tigers; but would yearn and weep to see a man made of the same mold with himself, willfully, as it were, against a thousand warnings, and God's many compassionate invitations--cast himself, body and soul, into theendless, easeless, and remediless miseries of hell? We should the rather pity and pray for such a one who follows the bent of his own evil heart--to his own everlasting perdition!

It is only the free mercy, goodness, and grace of God which has made the difference between them and us. If God should give us over to the unbridled current of our corrupt nature--we might be worse than them, and run riot in this world of wickedness. 
If the same God visits them in mercy--they may become every way as godly, or better than us.

"By the grace of God I am what I am" (1 Corinthians 15:10)
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IT IS MY HOPE THAT IN RECEIVING MY NEWSLETTER, YOU WILL DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE IT EVERY MONTH. BUT IF YOU PREFER NOT TO, PLEASE LET ME KNOW AND I WILL TAKE YOUR NAME OF MY MAILING LIST. I APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE AND I THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE. MAY GOD BE PLEASED TO BLESS YOU AND YOURS.
