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IT IS MY HOPE THAT IN RECEIVING MY NEWSLETTER, YOU WILL DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE IT EVERY MONTH. BUT IF YOU PREFER NOT TO, PLEASE LET ME KNOW AND I WILL TAKE YOUR NAME OF MY MAILING LIST. I APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE AND I THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE. MAY GOD BE PLEASED TO BLESS YOU AND YOURS.

PURPOSE OF NEWSLETTER

There is a fourfold purpose for this newsletter, which is as follows: 1) To glorify God; 2) To exalt the Lord Jesus Christ; 3) To magnify His grace; and 4) To announce the full counsel of God. This will be done by proclaiming the Doctrines of Grace, which are consistent with the “one faith” (Ephesians 4:5) of “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24).

Therefore, the goal of this ministry is to “strive for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27), which was “once delivered to the saints” (Jude v.2); and this will be done by emphasizing those glorious doctrines, that not only will they be “to the praise of the glory of (God’s) grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved” (Ephesians 1:5), but will also “in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus” (2:7). 
It will be shown that these precious doctrines are the only ones that can withstand every attack of the enemy from any direction because they are build upon the solid and immovable foundation of God’s Free and Sovereign Grace, and not upon the shifting sands of proud man’s so-called Free Will. Also, these doctrines are the only ones that can give us full assurance of our salvation because from the beginning to the end, it is ALL OF GRACE! May it please “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) to grant us by His “Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:29) to “receive grace for grace” from His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:16). Amen.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
As I have said before, every doctrine in the Bible in some way or another magnifies the Grace of God, which is connected with the Sovereignty of God. Therefore, no matter how hard proud religious man tries to exalt man’s idol of their so-called “free will”, it has to fall upon its face before the Sovereignty of God, as “Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth before the ark of the LORD” ( 1 Samuel 5:3, 4). God is Sovereign, meaning that God does as He pleases with whomever, whenever, wherever, and however; and there is absolutely not a thing anyone can do about it. All things, whether animate or inanimate, are under His sovereign control; for as the inerrant Holy Scriptures tells us: “Our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased” (Psalm 115:3); “Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places” (135:6). Furthermore, we read: “And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” (Daniel 4:35), and this because He “worketh all things after the counsel of his own will” (Ephesians 1:11).
Now, it would be impossible to treat in a detailed and exhaustive manner with the doctrine of the Sovereignty of God by the means of this newsletter via e-mail; therefore, primarily I will be dealing with the Sovereignty of God with respect to the salvation of man from their sins and the consequences of it. Generally, man, including religious man, will concede that God is Sovereign over many areas of His creation, but to say that He is also sovereign over the salvation of sinners, many will react with vehemence because their pride will not allow for God to have the ultimate say-so with their salvation. But, beloved, we cannot get away from, or deny, that the Holy Scriptures makes it very clear that because “salvation belongeth unto the LORD” (Psalm 3:8) and “is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9), “then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy” (Romans 9:16). That is why the Gospel of Salvation in Christ Jesus is called “the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24) simply because, as we’ll see later on, Grace has to do with the Sovereignty of God.

Of course, I am conscious that to many the doctrine of the Sovereignty of God in Salvation is a harsh and hard doctrine to accept, and this because they can’t see that God, who “is love” (1 John 4:8, 16), and “delighteth in mercy” (Micah 7:18) would make His salvation dependent on His sovereignty and not on the “free choice” of man! This could be for two reasons: First, they have been taught a one-sided view of God with respect to His attributes and have accepted them without a personal examination of the Holy Scriptures to see if is true (cp. Acts 17:11); or secondly, they willfully reject them even though they cannot Scripturally deny that God is Sovereign over all things, including our salvation! But no matter how much opposition or denial there is to this glorious doctrine, the Divine answer to man’s so-called “free will” is this: “For (God) saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy” (Romans 9:15,16); and that, my dear reader, is the PERIOD of the whole matter; for as Paul answers in the same chapter those that oppose God’s Sovereignty: “Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?” (Vv. 19-24).
The tragic thing is that many will react to the Sovereignty of God in salvation like those in John chapter 6: Briefly, there you see those that did not like what the Lord Jesus was telling them, and so they reacted accordingly. In verse 44 He says that “no man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day”. Here He makes a very definite statement with respect to the Sovereignty of God in drawing (Greek: lit. to drag) those that come to Him for salvation. Furthermore, what He continues telling these individuals causes even some of His disciples to be offended (v. 61) and to say, “This is an hard saying; who can hear it” (v. 60)? But again He repeats what He said in verse 44 thusly: “And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father” (v. 65). What was the reaction of these individuals? “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him” (v. 66). In other words, because these disciples in hearing that, or hearing it at that time what the Lord Jesus was teaching, would not submit to the Sovereignty of God, they turned away from the Lord and they no more walked with Him. To put it this way: Not only did they reject the Sovereignty of God, but also they rejected the Lord Himself because of their pride. This, my dear reader, is the danger of the false doctrine of the so-called Free Will of man!
But oh, how different is the doctrine of the Sovereignty of God to those that are taught of God! “It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me” (v. 45). We can put it this way: To them the truth of the Sovereignty of God is not a harsh and hard teaching, but a most sweet and precious doctrine that draws them to the Lord Jesus “with cords of a man, with bands of love” (Hosea 11:4), as honey does the bee! In other words, the doctrine of the Sovereignty of God is not for pushing man away from God, but to humble them; for it is only the humble and broken hearted that will be willing to submit themselves to Him who holds our salvation in His hands that will receive Grace from Him who also is “the God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10), and apart from the Grace of God there can be no salvation at all! You can see, then, that the Sovereignty of God in our salvation assures that we come to Him casting ourselves and trusting solely on His Grace alone in Christ Jesus, and not on anything that we claim we have of our own; and this, beloved, we are taught of God, and not by the doctrines and commandments of men.
(TO BE CONTINUED)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A Meditation for the Month
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A SPIRITUAL TIDBIT FOR FEBRUARY

“Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth” (Revelation 19:6).
It’s true that as we look around us all we can see is the evil and the wickedness and the corruption that seems to be the “norm”, we would be inclined to ask, “Where is God?” Yes, our complaint would be as the saints of old: “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?” (Habakkuk 1:13); or as Jeremiah complains: “Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously?” (12:1); or as the Psalmist: “For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm. They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men. Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment. Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish. They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning oppression: they speak loftily. They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth. Therefore his people return hither: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them. And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High? Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches” (73:3-12).
Yet, beloved, even though this is true of those “that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 1:8), it is also true that if “we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), we can still see that our great God is still on control! Note that our text is found after the 7 Seals of Revelation 5 to 8:1, the 7 Trumpets of chapter 8:2 to 11:15, and the 7 Plagues of chapter 15:1 to 16:17, and all that is contained therein, but also before the Church is married to the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ coming to destroy the wicked, the great white throne judgment of the lost, the creation of the new heaven and earth, and the assurance of glory in the Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, our hearts and lips should unite with those in our text in singing the Song of Victory of our text; for truly our omnipotent God is worthy to be praised because ALL that has happened, is happening, and will happened, is not by accident, but because He has so ordained it to happen! Why? Because He has reigned, is reigning, and will reign to accomplish ALL that He pleases to do in that He has ALL power to do it as Isaiah tells us: “For I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:… yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it” (46:9-11). May this fill your heart and mind with peace and comfort knowing that no matter how dark things get around us, or how desperate things might get, we know with all assurance “that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth” (Revelation 19:6). Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Attributes of God - The Sovereignty of God

 by Arthur Pink
The sovereignty of God may be defined as the exercise of His supremacy--see preceding chapter. Being infinitely elevated above the highest creature, He is the Most High, Lord of heaven and earth. Subject to none, influenced by none, absolutely independent; God does as He pleases, only as He pleases, always as He pleases. None can thwart Him, none can hinder Him. So His own Word expressly declares: 'My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure' (Isa 46:10); 'He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand' (Dan 4:35). divine sovereignty means that God is God in fact, as well as in name, that He is on the Throne of the universe, directing all things, working all things 'after the counsel of His own will' (Eph 1:11). 

Rightly did the late Charles Haddon Spurgeon say in his sermon on Matthew 20-15--'There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God's sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that sovereignty overules them, and that sovereignty will sanctify them all. There is nothing for which the children ought more earnestly to contend than the doctrine of their Master over all creation--the kingship of God over all the works of His own hands--the throne of God and His right to sit upon that throne. 

'On the other hand, there is no doctrine more hated by worldlings, no truth of which they have made such a football, as the great, stupendous, but yet most certain doctrine of the sovereignty of the infinite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be everywhere except on His throne. They will allow Him to be in His workshop to fashion worlds and make stars. They will allow Him to be in His almonry to dispense His alms and bestow His bounties. They will allow Him to sustain the earth and bear up the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the waves of the ever-moving ocean; but when God ascends His throne, His creatures then gnash their teeth. 

'And we proclaim an enthroned God, and His right to do as He wills with His own, to dispose of His creatures as He thinks well, without consulting them in the matter; then it is that we are hissed and execrated, and then it is that men turn a deaf ear to us, for God on His throne is not the God they love. But it is God upon the throne that we love to preach. It is God upon His throne whom we trust.' 

'Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places' (Psa 135:6). Yes, dear reader, such is the imperial Potentate revealed in Holy Writ. Unrivalled in majesty, unlimited in power, unaffected by anything outside Himself. But we are living in a day when even the most 'orthodox' seem afraid to admit the proper Godhood of God. They say that to press the sovereignty of God excludes human responsibility; whereas human responsibility is based upon divine sovereignty, and is the product of it. 

'But our God is in the heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased' (Psa 115:3). He sovereignly chose to place each of His creatures on that particular footing which seemed good in His sight. He created angels: some He placed on a conditional footing, others He gave an immutable standing before Him (1 Tim 5:21), making Christ their head (Col 2:10). Let it not be overlooked that the angels which sinned (2 Peter 2:4), were as much His creatures as the angels that sinned not. Yet God foresaw they would fall, nevertheless He placed them on a mutable, creature, conditional footing, and suffered them to fall, though He was not the Author of their sin. 

So too, God sovereignly placed Adam in the garden of Eden upon a conditional footing. Had He so pleased, He could have The Sovereignty of God placed him upon an unconditional footing. He could have placed him on a footing as firm as that occupied by the unfallen angels. He could have placed him upon a footing as sure and as immutable as that which His saints have in Christ. But, instead, He chose to set him in Eden on the basis of creature responsibility, so that he stood or fell according as he measured up or failed to measure up to his responsibility--obedience to his Maker. Adam stood accountable to God by the law which his Creator had given him. Here was responsibility, unimpaired responsibility, tested out under the most favorable conditions. 

Now God did not place Adam upon a footing of conditional, creature responsibility, because it was right He should so place him. No, it was right because God did it. God did not even give creatures being because it was right for Him to do so, i.e., because He was under any obligations to create; but it was right because He did so. God is sovereign. His will is supreme. So far from God being under any law of 'right,' He is a law unto Himself, so that whatsoever He does is right. And woe be to the rebel that calls His sovereignty into question: 'Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to Him that fashioneth it, What makest Thou?' (Isa 45:9). 

Again; the Lord God sovereignly placed Israel upon a conditional footing. The 19th, 20th and 24th chapters of Exodus afford a clear and full proof of this. They were placed under a covenant of works. God gave to them certain laws, and made national blessing for them depend upon their observance of His statutes. But Israel was stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart. They rebelled against Jehovah, forsook His law, turned unto false gods, and apostatized. In consequence, divine judgment fell upon them, they were delivered into the hands of their enemies, dispersed abroad throughout the earth, and remain under the heavy frown of God's displeasure to this day. 

It was God in the exercise of His high sovereignty that placed Satan and his angels, Adam, and Israel in their respective responsible positions. But so far from His sovereignty taking away responsibility from the creature, it was by the exercise thereof that He placed them on this conditional footing, under such responsibilities as He thought proper; by virtue of which sovereignty, He is seen to be God over all. Thus, there is perfect harmony between the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of the creature. Many have most foolishly said that it is quite impossible to show where divine sovereignty ends and creature accountability begins. Here is where creature responsibility begins: in the sovereign ordination of the Creator. As to His sovereignty, there is not and never will be any 'end' to it! 

Let us give further proofs that the responsibility of the creature is based upon God's sovereignty. How many things are recorded in Scripture which were right because God commanded them, and which would not have been right had He not so commanded! What right had Adam to 'eat' of the trees of the Garden? The permission of his Maker (Gen 2:16), without which he would have been a thief! What right had Israel to 'borrow' of the Egyptians' jewels and raiment (Exo 12:35)? None, unless Jehovah had authorized it (Exo 3:22). What right had Israel to slay so many lambs for sacrifice? None, except that God commanded it. What right had Israel to kill off all the Canaanites? None, save as Jehovah had bidden them. What right has the husband to require submission from his wife? None, unless God had appointed it. And so we might go on. Human responsibility is based upon divine sovereignty. 

One more example of the exercise of God's absolute sovereignty. God placed His elect upon a different footing from Adam or Israel. He placed His elect upon an unconditional footing. In the Everlasting Covenant Jesus Christ was appointed their Head, took their responsibilities upon Himself, and wrought out a righteousness for them which is perfect, indefeasible, and eternal. Christ was placed upon a conditional footing, for He was 'made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law,' only with this infinite difference; the others failed; He did not and could not. And who placed Christ upon that conditional footing? The Triune God. It was sovereign will that appointed Him, sovereign love that sent Him, sovereign authority that assigned Him His work. 

Certain conditions were set before the Mediator. He was to be made in the likeness of sin's flesh; He was to magnify the law and make it honourable; He was to bear all the sins of all God's people in His own body on the tree; He was to make full atonement for them; He was to endure the outpoured wrath of God; He was to die and be buried. On the fulfillment of those conditions, He was promised a reward: Isaiah 53:10-12. He was to be the Firstborn among many brethren; He was to have a people who should share His glory. Blessed be His name for ever, He fulfilled those conditions, and because He did so, the Father stands pledged, on solemn oath, to preserve through time and bless throughout eternity every one of those for whom His incarnate Son mediated. Because He took their place, they now share His. His righteousness is theirs, His standing before God is theirs, His life is theirs. There is not a single condition for them to meet, not a single responsibility for them to discharge in order to attain their eternal bliss. 'By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified [set apart]' (Heb 10:14). 

Here then is the sovereignty of God openly displayed before all, displayed in the different ways in which He has dealt with His creatures. Part of the angels, Adam, and Israel, were placed upon a conditional footing, continuance in blessing being made dependent upon their obedience and fidelity to God. But in sharp contrast from them, the 'little flock' (Luke 12:32), have been given an unconditional, an immutable standing in God's covenant, God's counsels, God's Son; their blessing being made dependent upon what Christ did for them. The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are His' (2 Tim 2:19). The foundation on which God's elect stand is a perfect one: nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it (Eccl 3:14). Here, then, is the highest and grandest display of the absolute sovereignty of God. Verily, He has 'mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He hardeneth' (Rom 9:18).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AN INVITATION TO SALVATION
Throughout the Holy Scriptures God calls sinners to come to Him, and to “be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation” (Isaiah 45:17). Each and every one of us need salvation because all of us are sinners by nature, and we enter this world “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). But unless we are forgiven of our sins, we will enter eternity having to pay for our sins for ever and ever in “the lake of fire”, which “is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14, 15).
To be “in the book of life” means you have been believed in the Lord Jesus Christ and been saved (Acts 16:31); “for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21); and you may believe it in that it “is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). This He can do, dear reader, because on the Cross at Calvary He died for the unjust and shed His precious Blood for the remission of their sins. But that is not all: He rose from the dead and is ALIVE! “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).
The invitation is this: Look to the Cross on which Jesus died and to the empty Tomb from which He rose again, and believe on Him who ALONE can save you from your sins; for “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Also, see that it is by Grace ALONE and by Faith ALONE that you can be saved: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). May this be true of you TODAY; “(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Amen.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

