On the tail of a Comet


January 22, 2002
Bell brings in a new canine star
 

My name is Ruston and it is my turn to start coming to work at Bell Helicopter. I am also, like my predecessor Comet (who was Bell's first), a Canine Companion for Independence (CCI) Service dog in training. [image: image1.jpg]



Canine Companions is a nonprofit organization specializing in providing highly trained dogs for people with disabilities since 1975. CCI helps make independent living a reality for a person with a disability.

I may become a Service Dog that helps people who use wheelchairs or a Hearing Dog for someone who is deaf. I could be an Assistance Service Dog that helps children with disabilities, individuals with developmental disabilities or for any situation where the supervision of a third party is required.

I may also become a Facility Dog that works with professional caregivers in hospitals, hospices, nursing facilities and other programs to improve the health and well being of those in their care. Which one I will be all depends on my training now and the advanced training I will receive at CCI

.

Just like Comet, you will see me walking the hallways with my human companion, Henry Bredenkamp. He is responsible for caring, raising, grooming, socializing, and training me until I am returned to CCI. My time with him is very short. In this short time, he will teach me 26 commands. When I am with him at work, I will be by his side or under his desk waiting for the next command he barks out. Otherwise, I will be sleeping. I learn to rest when I am not working because; I never know when the next time I will be able to rest. So, I rest when I can.

Comet has given me a heads up on how to behave at work. However, we have different personalities. I like to use my paws to shake hands without being told to shake hands. This is my way to get attention. I have been told this is not acceptable so I will need your help in making me keep my paws on the ground until I am told to shake your hand. I will not be allowed to shake hands every time I meet someone. Do not be disappointed if you are not allowed to shake my paw

I am as good looking as Comet ever was. My hair is curly and I can make people turn their heads and smile when I am out walking. Just remember when you want to visit with me, you must ask. I have to keep my attention on Henry. If you are not allowed, it is nothing personal; I am working and must learn to pay attention until told otherwise.

If I am allowed to get away with paying attention to you, then I defeat my purpose of why I am at Bell. I will have my badge and yellow cape on when I am working. I am at Bell for a purpose, to learn and to behave in an office environment with many distractions. This will help me when I am paired up with my disabled person who may work in an office environment.

Comet also told me there are many people who became his friend. I am looking forward to meeting his friends and creating my own set of friends. Comet told me about the person with the little Taco Bell dog at her desk and the person that gives cookies each time they met and this one man who played with him each morning.

Being allowed to come to Bell Helicopter is a privilege. Just like Comet, I am thankful to Bell Helicopter for its support in the Canine Companions for Independence program. So please help me achieve my goal to become a Canine Companion for that special person that may need my assistance to become more independent.

For information about CCI, you may call the CCI National Headquarters in Santa Rosa, Calif. at 1-866-224-3647. Texas is within the Southwest Regional Center at Oceanside, Calif. You may also learn more about Canine Companions for Independence, by visiting the national website at http://www.caninecompanions.org. For the North Texas Champions chapter, you may call (972) 491-3560 or go to http://community.dallasnews.com/dmn/cci.

Respectfully, 


Ruston
