Online Journal

Purpose:  This is an exercise in critical thinking. A chance to explore useful ideas and concepts that can help guide your future studies.  It is also a chance for you to see and respond to issues that you have in common with your classmates.  
Requirements:  Over the course of the semester, you will write several short, informal, journal-style essays and post them to your online portfolio.  Each article should reference one, or more, online sources. Note, you will also print them out and turn them in hard copy at midterm.
Length/Style: Each journal article should be between 250 to 500 words. Articles need to be readable and easy to understand. While the tone of the article may be informal, articles need to employ correct grammar and spelling.
Evaluation:  Journals are graded on the following scale: 100% (outstanding); 90% (fulfills assignment requirements); 75% (insufficient engagement with the course or other major problem); 25% (wrote something, relationship to the course is unclear).   
	Number
	Topic
	Notes

	One
	What is IT?
	You may want to refer to the model curriculum: http://info.acm.org/education/curricula.html#IS97 http://site.it.rit.edu/

	Two
	What is your future job?
	Find three job listings that would be of interest to you after graduation. What skills do they require? What skills are common to all of the jobs?

	Three
	What is an online portfolio?
	http://www.angelfire.com/tx/netessentials/smplurl.html

	Four
	Model Instructor’s Web Site
	Find an online website that you think is well done. Note that it may be from any school. In your journal article explain what makes you like that particular site.

	Five
	Model Student Online Portfolio
	Find an online website that you think is well done. Note that it may be from any school. In your journal article explain what makes you like that particular site.

	Six
	Your Portfolio
	Who is your audience? What are you trying to communicate? How will you employ graphical elements?


