Why must I be baptized?

A. Baptism was commanded by Jesus.

Matthew 28:19-20

The following scriptures illustrate how each Biblical record of Christian conversion is followed by baptism.

	WHAT WAS PREACHED
	….WHAT HAPPENED

	Acts 2:38-41 “Then Peter said unto them, repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins


	..Then they that gladly received his word were baptized…”

	Acts 8:12


	

	Acts 8:35-36


	

	Acts 10:44-48


	

	Acts 16:29-33


	


B. Baptism is necessary for salvation


Mark 16:16

In the following verses, notice how water baptism works together with Spirit baptism (the infilling of the Holy Ghost) in God’s plan of salvation.

	WATER
	SPIRIT

	John 3:5 “Except a  man be born of water..

	…and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kindom of God.”

	Titus 3:5


	

	Acts 2:38


	

	Acts 19:5-6


	


C. Baptism Cleanses us from Sin.


In Luke chapter 24 Jesus said, “…that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem  The apostles understood that Jesus was referring to water baptism when he mentioned remission of sins. (Compare with Matthew 28:19)

	LUKE 24:47
	ACTS 2:38

	
	


II. How must I be baptized?

A. Baptism must be by immersion.

a. In the Bible, the words “baptize” and “baptism” come from the Greek words bapto and baptizo which mean to immerse, to dip or to submerge in fluid.

b. Baptism by immersion is contrary to the popular belief that baptism means “sprinkling with water”.  The Greek word for  “sprinkle” is rhantizo which is never used in the Bible when speaking of baptism.

c. The Apostle Paul describes baptism as a burial in the 6th chapter of Romans:

      Romans 6:3-4

The following verses illustrate that baptism requires a person to be in the water:

Acts 8:38

Matthew 3:16

B. Baptism must be in the name of Jesus.

a. There is incredible power available when we invoke (or call on) the name of Jesus Christ.  This power is evident in the following passages:

Acts 3:2-9

Acts 16:16-18

Mark  16:17-18

James 5:14-15

b. This same power that is present when we call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is also available for us in water baptism.  In fact, it is necessary for the remission of sins.

Jesus said: Luke 24:47 “…that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations…”  

Peter said: Acts 2:38
Ananias said: Acts 22:16

c. Clearly water baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ results in remission of sins.  In fact, there is no other name that we may call on to be saved:

Acts 4:12

Matthew 1:20-21

d. In the following scriptures, we see that Jesus is the only name the apostles would call on when baptizing new converts:

Acts 8:12-16

Acts 10:48

Acts19:5

C. Jesus is the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Matthew 28:19

	Jesus is the name of the

 Father
	Jesus is the name of the 

Son
	Jesus is  the name of the

Holy Ghost

	John 5:43 Jesus said , “I am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive me not…”


	Luke 1:35 “and the angel answered and said unto  her [Mary], The Holy Ghost shall  come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee;  Therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God”
	John 14:26 Jesus said, “But  the comforter. Which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things…”

	Hebrews 1:4


	John 20:31
	John 14:26

	John 14:8-9


	John 20:31
	2Corinthians 3:17


III. WHEN must I be baptized?

a. First we must believe (or have faith) in the Lord Jesus Christ:

Mark 16:16

Acts 8:12

Acts 8:36-38


     Colossians 2:12

b. Second, we must repent from our sins which are past and turn toward God with a sincere heart.  Repentance and baptism work together for the goal of salvation as  seen in the following verses:

Acts 2:38

Luke 24:47
IV. Water Baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus represents our burial with Christ.  First, we die with Him in repentance:

Romans 6:6

Galatianns 5:24

Romans 6:3-4

Colossians 2:12

Water baptism is a necessary part of our rebirth

John 3:5

	Death
	Rebirth

	Colossians 2:12

“Buried with him in  baptism…


	…wherein also ye are risen with him.”

	Romans 6:4


	


Water baptism is a spiritual washing; it cleanses our conscience:


I Peter 3:20-21


I Corinthians 6:9-11


Titus 3:5

When do our sins actually get remitted?

a. His blood gives us remission of sins:

Hebrews 9:22

I John 1:7

b. The blood is applied by the name of the Lord, which gives us remission of sins:

Luke 24:47

Acts 22:16

Acts 2:38

