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Driving In Malaysia

Traffic and Road Signs in Malaysia
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Some Common Scenarios of Traffic Accidents Involving Children
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1. Crossing in front of a stationary vehicle.

2. Crossing in-between stationary vehicles

3. Dashing across the road without regard for oncoming traffic.

4. Jaywalking

5. Playing on the road or in the carpark

6. Failing to comply with pedestrian crossing signals

Some Reasons Why Children Are Prone To Traffic Accidents
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Their small build which is not conspicuous to motorists. 
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Not understanding the danger and risk involved. 
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Limited understanding of traffic patterns. 


Basic Safety Measures
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	Before you start, check your vehicle. Better still, have it inspected. Ensure that: 


1. your engine is in excellent running condition. 

2. temperature gauge, fuel gauge, oil pressure gauge and ignition 

3. warning light are in working order. 

4. brake fluid and battery water levels are sufficient. 

5. fan, air-conditioner and alternator belts are sufficiently tensioned. 

6. tyre pressure is within manufacturer's specifications and thread-depth is not less than 2mm. 

7. your spare tyre is inflated and ready for use. 

8. your steering wheel does not wobble while driving. 

9. speedometer and horn are working. 

10. headlights, turning lights, hazard warning lights are working. 

11. headlights position should be properly adjusted. 

12. your rear view mirrors and wing mirrors are not cracked or damaged. 

13. windscreen wipers and washers are working. They will be essential in wet weather. 

14. seat belts (both front and rear, if any) are in working order. 

Travelling On Normal Roads
Observe Road Signs and Markings
Road signs and markings should be strictly adhered to. Pay special attention to double white lines, AWAS (beware of danger) signs and KAWASAN KEMALANGAN (accident prone area) signs.

Speed Limit
The speed limit along Malaysian roads is 90 Kmh and 50 Kmh in town /built - up areas, unless otherewise specified. Singapore drivers, used to clear traffic separation in respect of the flow of traffic, will face oncoming traffic, will encounter steep bends and sudden norrowing of roads (e.g. before bridges), the occassional pothole and animals crossing the road (especially along the East Coast roads). These potential hazards make it necessary for you to drive slowly and carefully.

Guide to Overtaking
Malaysian drivers have their own safety signals which are very useful to know. On outstation roads, if the driver in front of you flashes his RIGHT SIGNAL LIGHT, he is indicating DO NOT OVERTAKE. If he flashes his LEFT SIGNAL LIGHT, he is suggesting that you may OVERTAKE WITH CAUTION. Be careful as these same signals may just mean that the vehicle is TURNING RIGHT or LEFT. However, hand signals from drivers would be more reliable.

Overtaking in long column situations. Malaysian cars tend to overtake whether or not there are gaps between cars in a long column. So do watch out and always be ready to make provision for a sufficient gap between your car and vehicle immediately ahead.

Do Not Overtake :
1. When in doubt.

2. As you drive up the crest of a slope. You may not be able to pull back into your lane in time, especially if the approaching vehicle is travelling very fast.

3. Around a bend.

4. When confronted with double white lines and AWAS (beware of danger) signs.

5. When approaching population centres such as towns, kampongs and villages.

Stopping
If you need to stop, pull off onto the road shoulder or if none is available, onto any spacious parking verge. Never stop on the road itself.
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