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Report from the GLA

A drive to increase the number of Bobbies on the beat in London has been a success, Lord Toby Harris, Chair of the Metropolitan Police Authority, told the Greater London Assembly yesterday.

Over 1000 new police officers were recruited in London in 2001/02, and a further 1200 are expected to join before the end of next March. 

Lord Harris said that a larger police presence was an important step towards regaining public confidence. “The public need to be safe and to feel safe,” he said. “Seeing a police officer come around your street corner should be an expectation, not a surprise.”

This move to increase public confidence was echoed in the Queen’s speech yesterday, when she talked of building greater trust and credibility in the law and law enforcement.

There are concerns however, that police numbers will plummet when the current restrictions on police movements are lifted next year. In Haringey alone, over 40 police officers have put in transfer requests that have been blocked. 

A further problem facing the Met is the low number of ethnic minority officers. Numbers have increased since the recommendations of the Macpherson report into the Stephen Lawrence case, but are still as low as 4.5%. Lord Harris admitted these figures are still too low, but said that the numbers rise to 12-15% for those currently under training.




