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Evening Standard – climate changes

Imagine sipping a cool glass of white wine while sitting on a balcony on a warm summer’s evening. The unbearable heat of the day has passed, but the lethargy remains. In 20 minutes you are due for an al fresco dinner with friends, but for now you are just watching the palms swaying in the gentle breeze...

Well, in 50 years time you may not need to travel abroad to get this experience – it will be found right here in London, according to a report published yesterday.

The ‘London Warming’ study, which examined the impact of global climate changes on the capital, predicted that warmer summers and wetter winters are what Londoners can look forward to in the future.

Summer temperatures are set to rise by 3.5C (6.3F), taking us closer to Mediterranean-style summers, while rainfall is set to rise by 10-20% from the current level of around 600mm each winter. 

But is London prepared for this?  London Mayor Ken Livingstone, who unveiled the study, said London must begin making preparations now. 

The tube is already unbearably hot in the summer and pollution levels are high. Rains in August this year caused heavy flooding and huge traffic problems. All these issues, and more, need to be addressed said Mr Livingstone. “The size of this city’s population means that there’s already huge pressure on our resources, so we have to plan properly to deal with these new demands,” he said.

Tourism may benefit though, as the warmer weather will attract more visitors. Perhaps Mr Livinstone should think about expanding the Thames-side beach in front of the Greater London Authority building.




