The Guardian

The government's commitment to cut down greenhouse gases looks less convincig after the publication of figures showing that carbon dioxide emissions are on the increase.

The provisional government figures released today show that carbon pollution levels in the UK are currently higher than when Labour came into power in 1997. If the trend continues, Labour is set to fall well short of a domestic target to reduce emisssions by 20% from 1990 levels by 2010.

Friends of the Earth said that the figures raised questions about Labour's efforts to tackle climate change. A spokesman said: "Tony Blair has spoken many fine words and made impressive promises on climate change, but there is a gap between the rhetoric and reality. The truth is that carbon dioxide emissions are again rising and that this is a failure of government policy."

The rise in emissions is partly due to Labour's failure to meet a target to reduce traffic by 2002.

Follow-up:

Talk to the environment department. Why are emissions rising? What advantages to using renewable energy have the government put in place. If they haven't why haven't they? What plans do they have to help them reach the target. 

Find out how we are doing in other environmental areas. Look at what we agreed in Kyoto and see how we are doing in other areas.  

