Tips for First Time Fosters

Thank you for agreeing to foster a Rottie!  You are in for one of the most rewarding experiences a person can have in the dog world.  To help make this an easier task, we have put together some tips on what to do with your new guest.

1. Dinner Time.  Don’t feed the new Rottie with other dogs.  Separate them, and allow the new dog to eat in a safe, quiet area, preferably his crate, the first few days.  After he gets used to your home, feed in a more open space and work on any apparent food possession issues.  However, never feed the foster dog with other dogs around.  Fosters frequently come from situations where regular meals have been scarce, and they will defend their food from other dogs ferociously.

2. Existing Pets.  When introducing the new dog to your permanent residents for the first time, make sure they are all on leash.  The new dog is by default the lowest dog on the totem pole, and don’t try to “help” her out by taking toys from other dogs and giving them to her, or trying to make sure she gets first dibs at the water bowl.  The dogs usually work this out on their own, and any interference on your part can make it more difficult for them.

3. House Training.  Your new dog will probably have some accidents the first few days.  Frequently, due to travel, worming, and emotional upset, this may be accompanied by diarrhea.  Keep a close eye on him, and be ready to gently correct him if he tries to relieve himself in the house.  Crates come in especially handy during this period.

4. Children.  Large dogs should NEVER be allowed unsupervised around small children.  Your new foster may appear to be the sweetest, gentlest dog ever, but make sure that your children respect the dog, and that the dog respects the children.  And don’t leave them alone together.

5. Training.  Frequently, dogs that end up in rescue have NO training or socialization whatsoever.  Sometimes, this is not the case, but, generally, the TV, the sound of the toilet flushing, and all the large, chewable objects completely overwhelm the new dog.  We hope that by the time the foster goes to her forever home, she will:

5. Be Housetrained

5. Stay off furniture

5. Socialized to normal household sounds and occurrences

5. Know basic commands – sit, stay, off, no

5. Chew on appropriate objects only

5. House manners – no counter surfing, trash raiding, jumping up

5. Socialized to other dogs and people

Obviously, it would also be nice if the dog could sniff out diamonds in the backyard, too.  No dog follows all the rules, all the time.  The above list is merely what we are aiming for.

6. Vet Care.  If you feel there is an emergency, take the dog immediately to your vet.  If you have a question regarding regular health matters, feel free to post to the MARR list or email or call one of the board members directly.  We are here to support you.  It is expected that you will keep the dog free from pests (fleas, ticks, worms) and keep him on heartworm maintenance.

7. Communication.  We love to hear about our fosters!  Email the list as often as you like with stories about your guest.  At a bare minimum, we need to know information particular to the dog:  Her likes and dislikes, progress on training, if she is good with cats.  Our foster coordinator will email you a small questionnaire to fill out weekly.

8. Food.  Feed a high quality kibble.  While there are many arguable benefits to various specialized diets, we are preparing the dog to go out into the world, and a good kibble is the best bet.  Either a Chicken/Rice or Lamb/Rice is best.  Ol’ Roy is generally not appropriate.  If you wish to feed table scraps or additional items (i.e., cottage cheese, yogurt, and tuna) feel free to do so, but it is best if you don’t feed the dog from the table, as this teaches them to beg.  (most of them beg anyway, but we do what we can)

9. Supervision.  Foster dogs are squirrelly!   They spook easily, and should not be left outside unsupervised, even in a fenced yard.  When not in a fenced yard, the dog should be on a leash at all times, with a regular buckle collar.  Fosters have been known to go over, through, and under fences most dogs would consider impassable – once, the dog was hit by a car.  He survived, but had several broken bones that had to mend.  Another time, the dog was missing for several days.  She had spooked at nearby construction.

10. Forever Home.  It is a bittersweet moment when your foster goes to his forever home.  It is expected that you will feel some sadness, and will need time to recuperate before fostering again.  As much as you may bond with your foster dog, just remember at all times that what you are doing is preparing him to go to another home.  If you become too attached, and do not want to give up your foster, you may apply to adopt him.  There is no guarantee that a foster home will get to adopt their foster dog.  If you end up adopting a foster, this frequently means that you are unable to have another dog as a foster due to dog limits, etc.  MARR sincerely hopes that you make the decision to foster after having considered this.  Contact between the forever home and the foster home is generally left to the adoptive home.  MARR will check up on the dog after it is placed to make sure all is well, and in many cases continues to receive email updates and pictures throughout the dog’s life.  Ultimately, however, we let the new owners decide how much contact they wish to have with the foster home.

Thank you again for deciding to foster!  Please remember that we are available to you whenever you need support or have any questions.  

There is nothing more rewarding than taking a starving, scared dog and watching him or her gain weight and confidence, and then become part of a loving family environment.

