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EVIL IS GOOD, GOOD IS EVIL 
 

Theo Radić 
 

J’avoue la vérité lorsqu’elle me nuit, de même que si elle me sert.∗ 

– Michel de Montaigne, Essais III:v 

 

The abuse and manipulation of language to control minds – 

the highly advanced science of lying – have made horrifying 

crimes against humanity by the United States in my lifetime go 

unobserved by the western public. Their mental sluggishness and 

willful ignorance not only makes this evil possible but bodes even 

worse crimes in the future. Routine mass-murders of civilians in 

Vietnam, Iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan are reported in the news 

as unfortunate “mistakes” or “collateral damage” by American 

military, which as we know always serves good. However, Nick 

Turse has chronicled in painful detail how the highest levels of the 

US military in Vietnam could “make the killing of civilians into 

standard operating procedure.”∗∗ An infamous example of how 

language was abused during the Vietnam war is the following 

axiom: “We had to destroy the village to save it.” This upside 

down logic marks our age with a disturbing normality: evil is 

good, good is evil. 

The horrendous crimes against humanity in the Vietnam war 

were anything but “mistakes” and were routinely carried out with 

premeditation following the “Mere Gook Rule” – any Vietnamese 

person (“gook” to American soldiers) was a potential murder 

victim to enhance what Turse calls the “body-count fixation” that 

led to promotions, citations and medals of valor. Even murdered 

Vietnamese children were reported as “enemy dead” to add 

points in the competion for the highest body-count. After all, they 
                                                          
∗

”I acknowledge truth when it gives me pain, as well as when it serves me.” 

∗∗

 Nick Turse, Kill Anything that Moves, Henry Holt and Company, New York, 2013. 
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were only “mere gooks.” Sargeant Roy Bumgarner “reportedly 

amassed an astonishing personal body count of more than 1,500 

enemy KIA [killed in action].” He regularly planted communist 

Chinese grenades on the bodies of his murder victims so that they 

could be identified as enemy dead. Interviewing a former major 

who was in Vietnam decades earlier, Nick Turse was told that 

“body count was the most important measure of success.” If units 

were short of the necessary “kills” to meet their body count 

quotas, “prisoners or detainees were simply murdered.” To make 

these murders seem legitimate enemy “killed in action,” platoons 

“planted grenades, rifles, or other arms on dead civilians as a 

matter of standard operating procedure.” Turse, who was born the 

year the Vietnam war ended, writes that “atrocities were 

committed by members of every infantry, cavalry, and airborne 

division, and every separate brigade that deployed without the 

rest of its division—that is, every major army unit in Vietnam.”  

Harmless fishermen, farmers, women, girls, boys and even 

babies were slaughtered in the thousands by American military 

from all ranks who were obsessed by body-counts, and who 

officially reported these civilian dead as enemy soldiers “killed in 

action.” What on paper looked like heroic deeds were very often 

the heinous crimes of total cowards. Among them was two-star 

general Julian Ewell, “The Butcher of the [Mekong] Delta” who 

openly admitted to a fellow West Point officer that he “wanted to 

begin killing ‘4,000 of these little bastards a month,’ and then by 

the end of the following month wanted to kill 6,000,” and so on 

from there. Indochina had become the playground for psychotic 

killers. General Ewell was one of the most successful mass-

murderers of the Vietnam war. Investigating war crimes in 

Vietnam, Nick Turse initially thought that it would be hard to find 

evidence: “I’d thought that I was looking for a needle in a 

haystack; what I found was a veritable haystack of needles.”  
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Photographs of the survivors of these atrocities interviewed 

in Kill Anything that Moves, some taken by Nick Turse’s 

Vietnamese wife Tam, reveal epic sadness in eyes that witnessed 

these crimes firsthand. One is amazed that they have lived on with 

their traumatic memories and sorrows for over forty years. The US 

military were given a carte blanche by their superiors to kill 

anyone who was in a  “free fire zone.” Following  the unwritten 

rules of language manipulation, superiors informed the troops 

that in these zones there were no civilians, since anyone in a “free 

fire zone” was automatically an enemy. Women, children, the 

elderly – they were all legitimate targets for American bombs, 

grenades and artillery. One infantryman explained: “You could 

not be held responsible for firing on innocent civilians since by 

definition there were none there.” Vandalizing language even 

further, the commanding officers ordered that when soldiers shot 

and killed unarmed civilians outside officially designated free fire  

zones, they were to designate the killing sites as free fire zones. 

Turse writes:  “Women and children bore the brunt of some of 

the most depraved acts committed by American soldiers – troops 

that were still teenagers, ripped from suburbia and thrown into an 

otherworldly jungle, guided only be the endless institutional 

injunction to ‘kill anything that moves.’” Soldiers who raped and 

then murdered a woman were called “double veterans.” The 

accounts of sexual assault by Americans that Turse documents are 

so gruesome that I hesitate to repeat them here, horror stories of 

gang rape, torture, vaginal mutilation and murder of young 

women – all as perverse entertainment for mentally deranged men 

on “turkey shoot” missions in which “rape was virtually standard 

operating procedure.” A headline in the magazine Avant Guard in 

1967 reads: “Slaughter of Vietnamese Civilians for Sport by US 

Helicopter Pilots.” Reveling in the mindless slaughter, one gleeful 

helicopter pilot was overheard on the radio: 
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“There’s people down there. I got them in sight. We are going to  

have some fun here… Okay. I’m going to roll in and kill some folks.” 
 

A big part of this gruesome entertainment was torture: “US 

interrogators in particular seem to have employed torture as a 

matter of routine.” Nick Turse writes of “everyday atrocities” 

that were “standard practice” committed by Americans against 

people who were detained, often without cause. “Daily torture 

was just part of a larger system of mass detention in prisons 

designed to break the spirit.” Like the routine torture carried out 

by Americans at Guantanamo, Abu Grahib and other secret 

prisons forty years later, the torture used in Vietnam involved 

studied techniques, from water-boarding and cutting off fingers 

to electrodes attached to nipples and genitals.  

Some torture sessions were carried out over days. Vietnam 

veteran Anthony Herbert witnessed two such sessions being 

carried out simultaneously in two separate shipping containers 

on two teenage girls who were terribly mutilated. According to 

Herbert “they were lovely girls.” Decades later Nick Turse 

tracked down Vietnam veteran David Carmon and asked him 

about having tortured people. “He was unrepentant: ‘I am not 

ashamed of anything I did.’”  

Vietnamese women were kept by American military as sex 

slaves. Turse was stunned by the scope of these crimes: “Gang 

rapes were a horrifyingly common occurence.” A women would 

be kept for days, gang raped repeatedly, “and murdered the 

following day.” Turse writes that two sisters were gang raped 

“ten to twenty times.” A witness saw the unconscious 14-year-

old sister ”limp as a wet rag” as she was raped by a new attacker 

who “whooped and laughed throughout the assault.” She was 

clumsily executed. Her 17-year-old sister was left for dead. 

Pondering the entire scope of the war, Turse writes, “the scale of 

the suffering becomes almost unimaginable.” 
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The most notorious of these countless war crimes is the 

massacre of 504 villagers in My Lai, in which even babies were 

machine-gunned by American soldiers. One soldier who 

participated in the massacre recalled that Captain Ernest Medina 

“ordered us to kill everything in the village.” Another soldier 

asked: “Are we supposed to kill women and children?” Medina, 

who had received orders from his superiors, replied: “Kill 

everything that moves.” And they killed everything that moved. 

For over four hours, facing no armed opposition, Charlie 

Company slaughtered 504 innocent villagers. Turse adds: “They 

even took a quiet break to eat lunch in the midst of the carnage.” 

Deeply disturbed by the routine atrocities, a Vietnam veteran 

wrote an anonymous letter to General William Westmoreland. He 

listed the names of the officers encouraging soldiers to carry out 

atrocities, and pleaded with the military to bring the carnage to a 

halt. He wrote that any villager who ran from U.S. troops was 

instantly shot, and that “a battalion would kill maybe 15 to 20 a 

day. With four battalions in the Brigade that would be maybe 40 

to 50 a day or 1200 to 1500 a month, easy. (One battalion claimed 

almost 1000 body counts one month!) If I am only 10% right, and 

believe me it’s lots more, then I am trying to tell you about 120-150 

murders, or a My Lay each month for over a year [my italics].” He 

signed the letter “Concerned Sergeant.” He was soon identified as 

George Lewis, a member of General Ewell’s 9th Infantry Division. 

When nothing was done Lewis wrote more letters to senior 

commanders, but he was ignored. Turse writes: “No one from the 

9th Infantry Division was ever court-martialed for killing civilians 

during Speedy Express [General Ewell’s campaign of mass-

murder].” Indeed Ewell, The Butcher of the Delta, was awarded a 

third star and promoted, while “the rank-and-file troops who 

spoke out against murder were, for the most part, essentially 

powerless in the face of command-level cover-ups.” Some men 
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feared for their lives revealing these war crimes. Indeed, some 

were murdered by their own comrades. Turse writes that George 

Chunko sent a letter to his parents on September 12, 1969 

revealing how his unit had raided a home with a young 

Vietnamese woman, four young children, an elderly man and a 

military-age male. The younger man was supposedly a deserter 

from the South Vietnamese army. He was stripped naked and tied 

to a tree. His wife fell to her knees and begged the Americans for 

mercy. Chunko wrote that the young man was “ridiculed, slapped 

around and [had] mud rubbed into this face.” Then he was 

executed. A day after he wrote the letter Chunko was killed. 

According to Turse, Chunko’s parents “suspected that their son 

had been murdered to cover up the crime.” Efforts by good men 

to achieve justice are crushed by those in power. Good is Evil. 

The abuse of language allows the same war crimes to go 

unpunished that had brought nazi war criminals to the gallows. 

The occupation strategy which is routine for the United States 

involves a cycle of invading a country, turning it into a chaotic 

mess and then using the chaos as a justification for longer military 

presence in that country which is called “military aid.” In Vietnam 

this “managed chaos” began with military “advisors” during John 

Kennedy’s administration, a euphemism that incrementally 

introduced the language of all out war, with “soldiers” replacing 

“advisors.” During the entire war in Vietnam 3,000,000 Americans 

were deployed. English being the only global language makes its 

highly skilled manipulation by the American elite a powerful form 

of mass hypnosis. Not only did it deceive these millions of gullible 

combattants into believing this evil war to be good, it transformed 

their horrifying war crimes that would be internationally 

condemned if committed by the minions of Stalin and Hitler, into 

unfortunate encounters necessary to “save the world from 

communism.”  



EVIL IS GOOD, GOOD IS EVIL 

 
7

This abuse of language allowed for dropping more bombs on 

the tiny country of Vietnam than were dropped during all of 

World War II. It was, we were told, for a good cause. Between 

1965 and 1973 the number of combat sorties by B-52 bombers over 

Vietnam was 126,615. The explosions from these high-tech 

bombings shook the region like earthquakes, killing tens of 

thousands of civilians and annihilating pristine forests. Even if not 

hit by the bombs, the devasting shock waves from these 

explosions “killed children, leaving blood gushing from their 

ears.” 388,091 tons of napalm (engineered to stick to the clothes 

and skin) were dropped, along with several other types of 

chemical weapons. Burns from these chemicals could sizzle in the 

flesh and bone of a child four 24 hours, resisting any treatment. 

One airforce officer casually said of the bombing missions: “We 

usually kill more women and kids than we do Viet Cong.”∗ 

According to the most recent estimates cited by Nick Turse,  3.8 

million Vietnamese  non-combatants and  combatants were killed 

in the Vietnam war, with 5.3 million wounded civilians, 11 million 

refugees and 4 million victims of chemical weapons. One thinks of 

the civilian dead in nazi Germany and soviet Russia. The minions 

of these tyrannies also saw themselves as racially superior to the 

people they murdered, just as the Americans saw themselves as 

racially superior to the “gooks” they slaughtered in the millions.  

The unspeakable suffering of the Vietnamese survivors and 

their offspring is difficult to imagine. Nick Turse displays very 

real compassion for the survivers whom he interviewed decades 

after the war. In 2008 he interviewed Ho Thi A, the survivor of a 

1970 massacre by American soldiers. She described how as a 

young girl she had witnessed her grandmother and an elderly 

neighbor shot dead by Americans as she crawled out of a make-

shift subterranean bomb shelter. She related the story to Turse 
                                                           
∗

John T. Wheeler, “Bombs Kill Viet Village Innocents,” Washington Post, July 19, 1965, as cited in 

Turse, Kill Anything that Moves. 
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calmly. As he went on to more general questions, “she suddenly 

broke down, sobbing convulsively. […] For ten, fifteen, twenty 

minutes and more, despite all her efforts to restrain herself, the 

flood of tears kept pouring out.”   

In the chapter entitled ”A Litany of Atrocities” Nick Turse 

begins what he calls “a series of snapshots culled from a vast 

album of horrors.” In a systematic fashion he names the villages 

and hamlets that were targeted by American soldiers and the 

routine, sadistic, bloodthirsty crimes they committed against 

civilians. In the hamlet Thuy Bo, Americans came to the home of 

Le Thi Ton. He later related that there were ten family members in 

his house, including his 14-year-old son. The soldiers threw a 

grenade into the house. Everyone except Le Thi Ton were blown 

to pieces. He was severely wounded and crawled into a corner of 

the house. He added: “Although the grenade had already 

exploded, the soldiers fired their guns at the people to make sure 

that nobody would survive.” Then the Americans burned down 

all the houses in the hamlet, in which more than 140 people were 

killed. Almost as surprising as the severe degree of these horrors 

is their quantity. Again and again throughout the long years of the 

war: Atrocity. Turse only had 370 pages to document these 

horrors, a tiny excerpt from “a vast album of horrors.” 

Shelves of such books would be required to expose all the 

documented atrocities. Then there remain all the undocumented 

atrocities in the Vietnam war in which no victim survived to tell 

the story. The Americans often took great pains to murder 

everyone and leave no witnesses, exploding a grenade or two at 

the murder scene to make it “look good,” then radio headquarters 

the number of “enemy dead.” Such was the case on September 23, 

1966 in the hamlet of Xuan Ngoc. The murderers wrongly believed 

that they had left no Vietnamese witness alive. Eighteen-year-old 

Bui Thi Huong lived in a hut with her sick twenty-year-old 

husband, their three-year-old daughter, her mother-in-law, her 
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sister-in-law and the latter’s five-year-old daughter. The American 

soldiers burst into their home and accused the sick man of being 

Vietcong, beating him nearly to death. Then they ripped the 

clothes from Bui Thi Huong’s body and gang raped her before the 

eyes of her moaning husband. His screams of protest brought on 

another severe beating. She heard a burst of gunfire and then he 

was silent. Huong later told of the screams and sobs of her female 

relatives, two adults and two children.  

Immediately after these crimes the cover-up began. The body 

of Huong’s husband was dragged to a site a half mile away where 

the marines faked a firefight with Vietcong. They also doctored 

the massacre site of the hamlet of Xuan Ngoc. A soldier lifted the 

naked blood-streaked body of Bui Thi Huong’s five-year-old 

niece. When the child cried out she was beaten to death with a 

rifle butt by private John Potter. Turse continues: “The marines 

did not notice that Bui Thi Huong was also still alive, though 

unconscious from a gunshot wound. When she awoke hours later, 

in severe pain and soaked in blood, a neighbor helped get her to a 

US marine base for treatment. There, Huong informed a 

Vietnamese interpretor about her rape and the massacre of her 

family. […] If Huong hadn’t survived the massacre, […] it is likely 

that – as with so many other massacres – the events at Xuan Ngoc 

would never have come to light.” Not giving his reader a moment 

to catch his breath, Turse proceeds to the next massacre of 

innocent villagers by American soldiers in another hamlet. 

People born in an insane asylum tend to see insanity as  

sanity, and  those of us who point at the insanity and identify it as 

insanity are ignored by all but a few open-minded people. Such 

crimes by nazi war criminals led them to the gallows. But the 

hypnotic effect of this powerful language allows the hoodwinking 

of millions of credulous trendy people who have no ability to 

think for themselves, and who are manipulated by the deranged 

tyrants in power to believe that they are sweetly protected by Pax 
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Americana. Evil is good. Millions of murders in Vietnam, Iraq, 

Pakistan and Afghanistan and yet, under the hypnotic trance of 

Pax Americana, the world offers obsequious tribute to the 

fashionably dressed tyrants, bowing before their diplomatic 

envoys, erroneously giving them the respect due only to men and 

women of character.    

As difficult as it is to understand this lack of a moral code in 

these individuals who carry out crimes against humanity on a 

routine basis – whether foot-soldiers or four-star generals – it is 

even more difficult to understand the apathy of modern 

populations who fawn over them, and the mainstream news 

media which turns a blind eye. But they did not turn a blind eye in 

the summer of 1969 when five people were sadistically murdered 

in a mansion located within an exclusive Los Angeles 

neighborhood known as Benedict Canyon. Among those found 

dead the following morning was the actress Sharon Tate, eight 

months pregnant. Later that night a wealthy couple, Rosemary 

and Leno LaBianca, were also stabbed to death in their home near 

Hollywood. When the lunatic killing spree of Charles Manson and 

his followers ended, Americans were horrified over such barbarity 

and did not hestitate to condemn the killers as demented 

monsters, who now sit out the rest of their lives in prison.  

And yet, if the mass-murderers are presidents, cabinet 

members, congressmen, weapons manufacturers, generals and 

common soldiers, the crimes go unpunished and the criminals 

prosper, receiving the highest level of respect from the world’s 

political elite, military contracts worth billions of dollars, medals 

of valor, promotions and seemingly unlimited privileges. 

Horrendous facts that are universally known, like 3.8 million 

murdered Vietnamese people, can strangely be explained away 

with rhetoric and grins. 3.8 million murdered Vietnamese! Tens of 

thousands of Japanese civilian dead at Hiroshima and Nagasaki! 

Tens of thousands of German civilian dead at Dresden, Hamburg 
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and other cities!  Is this who we are in the “free world” with our 

precious “democracy” and “human rights”?  Ready to murder 

millions of civilians at whim and with total impunity? In the name 

of goodness? With priests blessing the very atom bombs that will 

slaughter over 100,000 innocent people in the name of Jesus? Is 

this the precious and righteous insane asylum in which we live?  

Those in control of the propaganda machine fully 

understand the power of truth. But the truth undermines their 

purpose to control and dominate. Thus they use the existence of 

truth to transfigure lies into something resembling the truth, 

ironically affirming and denying the value of honesty and 

integrity. The Vietnam war began with a “false flag” attack – the 

useful lie of the Gulf of Tonkin “incident.” On August 2, 1964, 

three North Vietnamese torpedo boats allegedly attacked a US 

destroyer, the USS Maddox in the Gulf of Tonkin, about thirty 

miles off the Vietnam coast. On August 4, the US Navy reported 

another alleged attack on the USS Maddox and the USS Turner 

Joy. Within hours, President Lyndon Johnson ordered a retaliatory 

strike, saying : “Repeated acts of violence against the armed forces 

of the United States must be met not only with alert defense, but 

with a positive reply.” It is now known that no North Vietnamese 

boats were in the area.  

By 1969 over half a million US troops were fighting in 

Indochina, the whole terrible fiasco based on a carefully 

manufactured lie. Over the entire course of the war, more than 3 

million American soldiers, airmen and sailors were deployed in 

Vienam. It began even in the French “Indochina” war in Vietnam 

in the 1950s, as Turse points out: “By 1953, it [the US] was 

shouldering nearly 80 percent of the bill for an ever more bitter 

[French] war against the Viet minh.” 

“False flag” scenarios are common in US history.  Such was 

the case in 1846 with the Mexican-American war, a war of 

conquest resulting in Mexico “ceding” a vast southwest territory 
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that would become the states of California, Arizona, Nevada, 

Utah, Texas, New Mexico, and parts of Colorado and Wyoming. 

As with the war in Vietnam, this war was not about national 

defense, but was desired and planned for by the government.  

Honesty and integrity would only get in the way of these plans. 

(Honesty and integrity were instead to be heard in the lonely voice 

of Henry David Thoreau.)  At first, president Polk “called for war 

to be declared on Mexico based on unpaid US claims, Mexico’s 

refusal to receive a US envoy, and other supposed grievances.”∗ 

But then there was a rumor of fighting in the disputed territory of 

Texas (then a part of Mexico), giving Polk the excuse for war he 

needed: “American blood had been shed on American soil.” 

Another lie,  a “false flag”  again resulting in war. 

Deviously manipulating language, pretending concern for 

our earthly habitat, governments tenderly inform their public 

today that they have to be taxed in order to save the natural 

environment. To distract them from real evils, the global 

government has succeeded in getting entire populations to fear 

two of the most normal things on this planet: carbon dioxide and 

climate change. Both have been the norm on this planet for 

millions of years. Obessesed by a bogus manufactured threat, the 

people are distracted from the real threats of bio- geo- and social 

engineering, as well as perpetual war for the monetary profit of a 

tiny few. Even so-called times of peace are filled with violence 

initiated by governments. The governments of the United States, 

Great Britain, France, India, China and Russia detonated hundreds 

of hydrogen bombs in the atmosphere. Radioactive particles from 

these atomic tests still circulate in the atmosphere today. And now 

governments tax their dumbed-down citizens for ”carbon dioxide 

emissions” that they claim endanger the atmosphere, even though 

                                                           
∗

 Laurence H. Shoup, Rulers & Rebels: A People’s History of Early California, 1769-1901, iUniverse, Inc. 

New York, 2010. 
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all 7 billion people on earth exhale carbon dioxide thousands of 

times a day, and life ceases to exist without it. Good is evil.  

 

* 
 

The U.S. unleashed a never-before-seen  weapons arsenal in 

Vietnam – electronic sensors, drones, millions of gallons of 

chemical defoliants, chemical gases, and canisters of napalm, 

which had been updated from that used in World War II so that it 

would stick to the skin and clothes as it burned its way into the 

very bones of its victim. Several advancements in anti-personnel 

weapons, like cluster bombs containing razor-sharp fragments 

(“pineapple” and “guava” bomblets), made mass-murder much 

more efficient. Vietnam thus served as a laboratory for new 

technology, weapons and equipment for carrying out mass 

destruction, beginning what Turse called “a new era of scientific 

slaughter.” For nine years the US government spread 72 million 

liters of the highly toxic defoliant Agent Orange over 10% of South 

Vietnam. Few people questioned this evil practice at the time. 

Forty years later it is now being questioned. Why such a delay in 

understanding what is evil and what is good? The deaths, chronic 

illnesses and birth defects in the children of soldiers were risks 

their superiors thought negligible when they sent these same 

soldiers into jungles newly sprayed with Agent Orange. Today, 

after vicious court battles, some of these people have been 

compensated. But not the tens of thousands of Vietnamese 

devastated by this all-American poison. Other chemical weapons 

used by the United States in Vietnam were called Agent White, 

Agent Purple and Agent Pink, manufactured by Dow Chemical 

and Monsanto. The latter company now produces genetically 

modified foods for consumtion by humans and animals, causing 

long-lasting damage to the DNA of these organisms and the 

environment.  We too are becoming “genetically modified.”   



MORE ESSAYS 
 

14 

 

The perverse vision of H.G. Wells’ novel The Island of Doctor 

Moreau, which I first read as a teenager, is becoming a reality in 

the workings of modern science. Doctor Moreau creates human-

like beings from animals via gruesome experiments in vivisection. 

The  monstrous hybrids of animal and man are called “Beast Folk” 

in the novel. Today trans-species experimentation through 

transplantation and DNA manipulation is not science-fiction but 

fact. What we are not told surely is horrifying, like the possibility 

that in secret humans have been cloned or cross-bred with other 

species, causing who knows what suffering to the victims. What 

we are told is already troubling. Mice with human ears growing 

on their backs. Pigs bred with human organs for transplantion into 

humans – xenotransplantation. Such genetically modified pigs 

will be raised in lucrative organ factories of the future.   

The 1912 Nobel Prize in medicine was awarded to a man 

who tried to surgically implant a dog’s head next to a living dog’s 

head. In 1949 the same prize was awarded to the man who 

invented the barbaric surgery called “frontal lobotomy.” Such 

routine experimentation in the United States evokes that of the 

nazi scientists, some of whom received death sentences at 

Nuremburg. One such case is remembered as the Tuskegee 

Experiments. From 1932 to 1972 hundreds of uneducated black 

men were intentionally infected with syphilis in order to study the 

disease. They were led to believe that they were receiving free 

health care, and were never told they had syphilis. Although 

penicillin was known to be an effective treatment for syphilis, the 

men were told they had “bad blood” and denied treatment. By the 

end of the study in 1972, only seventy-four of the subjects were 

still alive. Twenty eight patients died directly from syphilis, one 

hundred died from complications related to syphilis, forty of the 

patients’ wives were infected with syphilis, and nineteen children 

were born with congenital syphilis. American scientists carried 

out similar experiments with syphilis in Guatemala on prostitutes, 
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prisoners, orphaned children and mental hospital patients. Like 

the experiments of Doctor Mengele, those of the American 

scientists were carried out for the good of society. Unlike the nazi 

scientists, they remain unpunished for their crimes. Evil is good. 

The diabolic brotherhood of scientists which makes such 

routine horrors possible has a long tradition in the United States. 

“Operation Paperclip” was a continuation of this tradition. This 

was the program in which over 1,500 scientists, technicians, and 

engineers from nazi Germany (many of whom were war 

criminals) were brought to the United States for employment in 

the aftermath of World War II. Some of these scientists were the 

creators of Hitler’s “vengeance” rocket – the V-2 – the world’s first 

ballistic missile.  In 1944 London was under attack by these 

rockets, the first man-made objects to make a sub-orbital 

spaceflight. Over 1,400 struck Britain. More than 500 hit London, 

causing terrible devastation. There was no warning. The missile 

descended faster than the speed of sound and survivors would 

only hear the approach and sonic booms after the blast. 9,000 

Londoners lost their lives to the V-2 rockets. The nazi scientists of 

Operation Paperclip had also been working on the German atomic 

bomb. They continued this work, as well as the rocket delivery 

system of warheads used in the V-2,  in the United States. The 

result was 216 atmospheric atomic tests conducted by the US 

between 1945 and 1962. Pristine islands in the Pacific were totally 

destroyed, at times leaving a mile-wide crater on the ocean floor. 

The hydrogen bomb called “Mike” detonated at the Enewetak 

Atoll in 1952, exceeded the explosive power of all the weapons 

used in WW I and WW II. Thousands of Polynesians were exiled 

and left traumatized with horrifying memories, birth-defects and 

cancers through generations. What is left of Bikini Atoll is 

uninhabitable to this day. 106 of these atmospheric tests were 

carried out a mere 63 miles from Las Vegas! All the while the 

government was shamefully lying to the local people through a 
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systematic campaign of propaganda and intimidation. The 

radioactive fallout from these Nevada tests drifted eastward 

extending over the breadth of the nation, even out into the 

Atlantic ocean. (Some of the fallout also drifted westward, and one 

study from 1998 revealed breast cancer clusters in California’s 

Marin county directly in the path of the fallout.) The countless 

cancer victims that these tests caused had to wait until the 1990s 

for a formal apology and monetary compensation from the 

government. By that time very many had already died. A report 

conducted in 1998 by the National Cancer Institute and Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention concludes that nuclear testing 

has exposed to radiation nearly everyone who has resided in the 

United States since 1951. Indeed, some of the radioactive materials 

from these atmospheric tests still circulate in the atmosphere at 

this moment. The new report says at least 15,000 Americans died 

from cancers directly related to these atomic tests. 

What is more, from 1951 to 1957 at the Nevada test site, the 

mindless lunacy of the government and the military led to the 

carrying out of “atomic war exercises” by US soldiers at or near 

ground zero. Sometimes the soldiers were as close as 1.8 miles 

from the blast. In this way military commanders wished to 

“harden” their troops to “tactical atomic warfare.” The army 

equipped some American infantrymen in Europe and the Far East 

with the “Davy Crocket” – a bazooka fitted with a small nuclear 

warhead. It was decommissioned in 1972 because it exploded too 

close to the soldiers who fired it. Very many of these military 

guinea pigs contracted cancers and died. Soldiers were not the 

only “nuclear guinea pigs” of the United States government. 

Civilians were deliberately injected with uranium and plutonium 

in government-sponsored experiments. They were fed food 

contaminated with fall-out from atomic tests, and made to breathe 

radioactive air. As if taking the experiments of Mengele and other 

nazi “doctors” as a model, American scientists subjected hundreds 
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of citizens to high levels of radiation. Mentally retarded children 

were fed it in their cornflakes. Black university students, 

prisoners, mental hospital patients, pregnant women and others 

were injected, or fed or exposed to materials like plutonium 238. 

Radioactive particles were intentionally pumped into the air of 

New Mexico, Tennessee and Utah to use the entire population as 

guinea pigs. Dead children were used in atomic bomb 

experiments to measure the amount of strontium 90 in the 

skeleton. Australian child cadavers were also imported to the US 

for similar experiments. The anguish, pain, sorrow and suffering 

that the government inflicted willingly on its own citizens 

continues to this day, for all the victims have not died. And yet, 

nuclear testing has resumed at the Nevada Test Site! On 

September 19, 2003, the underground test named Piano was 

conducted. On May 25, 2004, the underground test named 

Armando was conducted.  

In 1962 forthcoming bans on atmospheric nuclear testing 

resulted in an orgy of nuclear tests in outer space by American 

scientists at 50, 100, 250 and 400 kilometers altitude. The series of 

nuclear explosions above the earth’s atmosphere – an extremely 

dangerous example of scientific tyranny endangering all life on 

earth – was given the name Operation Fishbowl, evil experiments 

carried out “in the name of humanity” by megalomaniac madmen. 

These atomic explosions were 1,000 times more powerful than the 

bombs that devastated Hiroshima and Nagasaki. As with the 

initial Trinity test at Los Alamos in 1945, the atomic scientists did 

not know what the result would be. Even with the possibility of 

igniting the oxygen in the atmosphere, blowing a hole in it, or 

damaging the magnetic shield protecting us against solar winds, 

the fools rushed in, took colossal risks motivated by mere 

curiosity, and, mentally deranged beyond our imagination, they 

created irrevocable physical and psychological damage.  
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Upper atmospheric atomic tests carried out far above the 

earth’s atmosphere added a third artificial radiation belt beyond 

the inner and outer Van Allen belts, crippling satellites and 

endangering the coming manned space flights.  On July 9, 1962, 

another Operation Fishbowl test was carried out. Called Starfish 

Prime, this 1.4 megaton nuclear explosion was detonated at 400 

kilometers altitude. Hotel suites had been rented out in Hawaii as 

if it were to view a mere fireworks display. All life on earth was 

being jeopardized, but in Honolulu the headlines merely read: “N-

Blast Produces Colorful Display.” In 1958 six previous tests had 

already been carried out varying from 100, 200 and 400 miles 

altitude over the south Atlantic!  The bomb called Yucca was 1.7 

megatons. Teak was 3.5 megatons. Orange was 3.8 megatons. This 

scientific tyranny is not only still in power today, but it is even 

taking far greater risks, causing far greater damage to the 

biosphere, taking far greater leaps into the pestilent mental illness 

which eats away at their deranged minds to the woe of 

humankind. All of this evil lurks behind repectable rhetoric and a 

highly developed manipulation of language that unfortunately 

succeeds in duping the people. Judging from their clever use of 

language, these scientists were engaged in highly respectable 

experiments. Some even won Nobel Prizes. Evil is good.  

Michael Light, author of 100 Suns, the photographic record of 

the US atmospheric tests, writes: “The human cost of the tests was, 

and continues to be, steep.”   
 

Indigenous islanders were uprooted without recourse from the test 

site areas initially, and several tests greatly exceeded expected yields, 

creating intense and unexpected radiological disasters. Of these, the 

15-megaton 1954 Bravo test at Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands 

was the worst, badly sickening test personnel, relocated islanders 

nearby, and the crew of a Japaneses fishing vessel 85 miles away 

from the blast.  
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In his systematic list of all the Pacific tests, Michael Light 

begins by naming the specific islands in the respective atolls 

starting in 1946. As the tests proceed into the 1960s, he refers to 

these test islands as ”the former island Nam” (Bikini Atoll) or ”the 

former island Eugelab" (Enewetak Atoll). Even after the American 

scientists had obliterated these serene Pacific islands forever from 

the face of the earth, they continued bombing in the craters 

formed after these ”former islands” had disappeared! The 15-

megaton Bravo was detonated on March 1, 1954, the largest US 

nuclear explosion ever carried out. It was about 2.5 times more 

powerful than predicted. It obliterated Nam Island in the Bikini 

Atoll. The flash was seen in Okinawa, 2,600 miles away, and left a 

crater on the ocean floor 1.25 miles wide and 250 feet deep. The 

debris of the vaporized tropical island was carried upward in a 

mushroom cloud to 130,000 feet with a diameter of 66 miles. Three 

weeks later the 11-megaton Romeo was detonated in the crater 

created by Bravo on “the former island of Nam, Bikini Atoll.”∗ 

The main argument that atomic weapons are necessary is 

that they were required to defeat the Japanese in World War II. 

This is one more outrageous lie among the countless lies scattered 

throughout history. The supreme commander of the allied forces 

in World War II and former president Dwight Eisenhower had 

this to say about the Bomb: “The Japanese were ready to surrender 

and it wasn’t necessary to hit them with that awful thing.”∗∗ 

 

* 
 

Living in Stalinist Russia, Alexander Solzhenitsyn was 

obliged to walk a narrow path between behavior that might lead 

to a firing squad, and behavior that would “only” lead to the 
                                                           
∗ Michael Light, 100 Suns, Jonathan Cape, London, 2003. 
∗∗

 Newsweek, 11/11/63, “Ike on Ike.” 
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gulags in Siberia. Never would he and his fellow dissidents have 

believed that there was something admirable in Stalin and the 

soviet system which exerted mind  control on the population to 

believe it was all for the “workers.” Today the population does not 

have this courage nor the instinct to refuse to give the tyranny over 

them any justification or support, even if it goes by the name 

“democracy.” Most Americans today offer loving support to the 

same government that murdered 3,800,000 Vietnamese people, 

raped and tortured the survivors, and laid waste their lovely land 

with thousands of tons of bombs and chemical weapons. They do 

not realize that such a government cannot be trusted, that no good 

can come from it, and that it is the greatest threat to world peace 

existing today. 

Kill Anything that Moves by Nick Turse is the most difficult 

book I have ever read. It is not difficult in the way a deep book of 

philosophy is difficult, but because of the horror and shame. The 

perverse crimes of American military in Vietnam were not only 

routine throughout the war in Vietnam, but throughout all the 

wars waged by the USA since (and including) World War II. In 

fact, these crimes against humanity go all the way back to the Civil 

War in which over 600,000 Americans were killed, and the 

ensuing slaughter of thousands of Native Americans across the 

continent by the deranged veterans of this war. The deeds of both 

Northerners and Southerners in the Civil War were marked by 

outrageous cruelty, targeting anyone, even women and children, 

just as in the Vietnam war, both sides manipulating language to 

justify these war crimes.  

One of the worst was Sherman’s March to the Sea in 

December 1864.  General Sherman ordered his army of 62,000 men 

to march from Atlanta 300 miles southeast to Savannah, Georgia 

on the Atlantic coast. They were ordered to destroy absolutely 

everything in their path, especially the railroads. They ripped 

apart the ties, heated the iron rails and wrapped them around 
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trees, dynamited factories, and burned down towns, farms, banks 

and courthouses. The civilians suffered terribly, and like the 

Vietnam war, public outcry over the carnage would help put an 

end to the Civil War.  

Sherman knew that there would be many civilian deaths, 

and in previous campaigns had ordered them. One report tells of a 

massacre of 200 civilians north of Columbia, South Carolina a few 

months before the march even commenced. Three days after 

Atlanta was apparently evacuated, Sherman ordered the city’s 

unburned sections to be shelled to ruins – evoking the 

bombardments of antipersonnel weapons raining over Vietnamese 

villages in “free fire zones.” Many people were still inside these 

dwellings in Atlanta. One shell struck a house and blew off the 

legs of a man named Warner. The same shell cut his daughter in 

half. Sherman personally saw his men rape and murder African 

slaves throughout the march and did nothing to prevent it. 

(During the Revolutionary War, George Washington condemned 

all rapists to be hanged.) In Sherman’s  March to the Sea, as well 

as in the Vietnam war, a scorched earth policy was used which 

involved destroying anything that might be useful to the enemy 

while advancing through an area. It is a typical military strategy 

where all of the assets that can be used by the enemy are targeted, 

such as food sources, transportation, communications and 

industrial resources. In Vietnam, Turse denotes these acts as 

“typical tactics: forcing civilians from their houses, confiscating 

their rice, killing their animals, grenading bomb shelters, and 

destroying houses,” as in General Sherman’s March to the Sea. 

These atrocities were not unique to Sherman’s March to the 

Sea. He had been waging total war on the civilian population of 

the South throughout the Civil War, people who as well lived in 

“free fire zones.” In 1862 he ordered the complete destruction of 

Randolph, Tennessee.  Sherman wrote a letter to his wife saying 

that his intention was the “extermination, not of soldiers alone, 
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that is the least part of the trouble, but the people.”∗ In 1863 

Sherman ordered the systematic bombardment of Jackson, 

Mississippi every five minutes, day and night. The city was 

sacked, looted, and destroyed. Sherman boasted in a letter to 

Grant that “the [civilian] inhabitants are subjugated. They cry 

aloud for mercy. The land is devastated for 30 miles around.” He 

also boasted about the complete destruction of Meridian, 

Mississippi:  “For five days, ten thousand of our men worked hard 

and with a will, in that work of destruction, with axes, sledges, 

crowbars, clawbars, and with fire, and I have no hesitation in 

pronouncing the work well done.  Meridian no longer exists.”  As 

in Sherman’s other atrocities, the Confederate Army was long 

gone from the area. 

More than 600,000 Americans were killed in order to 

supposedly “free the slaves,” although all of Europe achieved the 

same thing peacefully. Of course, “freeing the slaves” was not the 

reason for the Civil War. Language was duly manipulated by the 

victors to justify the carnage. The Confederate States wished to 

exercise their constitutional right to secede from the union – 

peacefully. Racism against African Americans was equally as 

prevalent in the North as in the South. The war frequently 

amounted to the Southerners defending their homes and families 

from the invading Northerners – defending their sovereignity as 

guaranteed by the Constitution. Even today, school children are 

force-fed the propaganda of the victors that the Confederates were 

villains. 

But the Confederates as well committed atrocities and 

explained them away with devious language. One example 

among many is the the Lawrence Massacre, which occurred in 

                                                           
∗

John Walters, Merchant of Terror, Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc., 1973. (Source of the following       

Sherman quotes) 
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Lawrence, Kansas on 21 August 1863. Captain Quantrill led a raid 

into Lawrence, where anti-slavery sentiment prevailed. Quantrill 

was a fanatical pro-slavery guerrilla who had enlisted into the 

Confederate Army, but deserted to form his own band of soldiers. 

He and his men men  burned down every business and municipal 

building in Lawrence. Homes were spared but the families were 

driven outside and husbands,  fathers  and sons were all shot dead 

on their porches, in the streets, even in their beds. The women 

were raped, some shot down or trampled along with their 

children while they fled. At least 185 men and boys as young as 11 

were executed. As in the Vietnam war, it was a matter of “enemy 

dead.” The difference was that the “enemy dead” were fellow 

Americans. Such atrocities were common to the Confedrate as 

they were to the Union soldiers.  

Native Americans also were slaughtered during the Civil 

War. Union soldiers who were the pride and glory of Abraham 

Lincoln’s war machine brought about the horrifying massacre of 

Black Kettle’s Cheyenne village at Sand Creek, Colorado, in 1864. 

The Cheyenne had trusted Honest Abe’s government and signed 

the treaty, insisting that they wished to live in peace with the 

whites. Black Kettle tragically believed that Americans were men 

of their word, and in surrender gathered women and children 

around him beneath the United States flag, when the soldiers 

commenced firing. The American flag only made them better 

targets. The “Fighting Parson” John M. Chivington gave the order  

to attack as his soldiers mutilated and raped the living and dead 

alike, cutting off the genitals of men, women and children, which 

they proudly wore on their hats, saddle horns or paraded on sticks 

held high in the bright sunlight of total disgrace. Nearly two 

hundred Cheyenne men, women and children were slaughtered.  

Such crimes were routine in Vietnam. On September 4, 1967, 

in the hamlet Dien Truong, American troops carried out a routine 

“civic action program” where they “shared a hot meal with the 
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villagers and passed out candies and soaps to local children,” but 

not with genuine good will. That night sargeant Redman shot two 

of these fleeing children killing both. Turse adds: “The two boys 

were called in as enemy KIAs.” The Americans treated the 

Vietnamese as subhuman “with nearly universal contempt.” Body 

parts from slain Vienamese were collected and traded, including 

severed heads.  

Turse mentions “bloodthirsty” General George S. Patton III, 

son of the famous World War II general of the same name, who 

collected “macabre souvenirs” and kept a Vietnamese skull on his 

desk. “While ears were the most common souvenirs of this type, 

scalps, penises, noses, breasts, teeth, and fingers were also 

favored.” One soldier posed for a photograph wearing “a whole 

necklace made of ears.”∗ The manipulation of language turns war 

crimes into heroic acts and allows for the medal of honor to be 

awarded to mass murderers, like lieutenant Bob Kerrey. On 

February 25, 1969, he led a raid on the isolated peasant village of 

Thanh Phong, targeting a Viet Cong leader who was erroneously 

thought to be there. Lt. Kerrey ordered the slaughter of 25 

unarmed women and children in the village. These gruesome and 

sadistic murders won him the coveted medal of honor “for 

conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 

and beyond the call of duty.” Evil is good.  

Kerrey became a US senator and later  governor of Nebraska 

from 1983 to 1987, and even ran for president. In Ho Chi Minh 

City (formerly Saigon) today there is a War Remnants Museum. 

One display focuses on this specfic war crime by governor Kerrey 

and his fellow soldiers. It includes several photos of the crime 

scene and the actual drain pipe in which three children hid before 

they were found and slaughtered by the Americans. The display 

in Ho Chi Minh City reads:  

                                                           
∗

 Michael Herr, Dispatches, as quoted in Turse, Kill Anything that Moves.  
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From 8PM to 9PM February 25th, 1969, a group of Seal Rangers 

[sic] (one of the most selective rangers of U.S. Army) led by 

Lieutenant Bob Kerry [sic] reached for Hamlet 5, Thanh Phong 

Village, Thanh Phu District, Ben Tre Province. They cut 66 year-

old Bui Van Vat and 62 year-old Luu Thi Canh's necks and pulled 

their three grandchildren out from their hiding place in a drain and 

killed two, disembowelled one. Then, these rangers moved to dug-

outs of other families, shot dead 15 civilians (including three 

pregnant women), disembowelled a girl. The only survivor was a 

12-year-old girl named Bui Thi Luom who suffered a foot injury.  
 

In his chapter “Where have all the War Crimes Gone?” Turse 

reveals that official institutions in the United States do their best to 

sabotage trials against war criminals, and exert all their power to 

cover up war crimes.  In the case of General Julian Ewell, “The 

Butcher of the Delta,” no US war crimes tribunal has prevented 

him from having a comfortable life to old age, instead awarding 

him the Distinguished Service Cross for heroism. A war crimes 

trial against American war criminals like Ewell or Westmoreland 

conducted by Americans would not result in justice. It would be 

as much a farce as is the Distinguished Service Cross awarded to 

the ”Butcher.”  

A war crimes tribunal comprised of Southeast Asians not 

bought by the US could possibly have achieved justice, and 

perhaps seen to it that “The Butcher of the Delta” went to the 

gallows instead of to a comfortable old age, just as the nazi 

butchers, regardless of rank, went to the gallows. Any attempt at 

an American-led war crimes tribunal against the many American 

war criminals still alive would be sabotaged by the government 

and Pentagon, witnesses would be intimidated, kidnapped, 

tortured or killed. Such a tribunal would have to have the support 



MORE ESSAYS 
 

26 

 

of the president. As Nick Turse emphasizes, all attempts to try the 

war criminals responsible for only one crime out of thousands 

committed in the Vietnam war  – the  My Lai massacre – were 

unsuccessful.  The army’s general counsel,  Robert Jordan, stated 

in an email to Deborah Nelson (Turse’s colleague) in 2006: “The 

President of the United States didn’t support prosecution of 

Vietnam war crimes.”  

Charles Manson was not present at the Tate-LaBianca 

murders in 1969. Instead, he sent his assassins to do the deed and 

controlled them from a safe distance, like a president in the Oval 

Office. The safe distance from the crime scene did not however 

serve in his defense, because he now sits out a life sentence in 

prison. His victims were not even a dozen. The victims of Lyndon 

Johnson and Richard Nixon in Vietnam are in the millions. The 

victims of George W. Bush and Barack Obama in the Middle East 

are in the hundreds of thousands. Unlike Charles Manson, they 

risked no punishment. 

And so American war criminals are assured amnesty and the 

protection of the government to old age. The Butcher of the Delta 

was able to grow old with honor, like General Sherman in New 

York City, going to the theater, speaking at dinners and banquets, 

quoting Shakespeare, smiling sweetly. But if any of them may 

have a conscience, then their old age may not be accompanied by 

sound sleep, but recurring nightmares of the atrocities they 

committed – the young girls they raped (some as young as 6), the 

civilians they murdered, the villages they burned down, the 

grieving survivors they left physically and mentally scarred for 

life, and the filthy stain that will soil historical chronicles of the 

USA for all time.  

In March 1971 Neil Sheehan, an army veteran who had been 

a war correspondent  in Southeast Asia, published an essay in the 

New York Times Book Review entitled “Should We Have war Crimes 

Trials?” His answer was yes. Today many ask the same question 
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about the US invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan, and the resulting 

atrocities and devastation of cities and their infrastructures. The 

answer still is yes. But the big difference between the war crimes 

trials at Nuremburg 1945-1946 and those called for today is that 

nations other than that of the war criminals organized the 

Nuremburg trials – the victors – while the same nation that 

produced the war criminals would be obliged to organize trials 

against American war criminals. It would be similar to the 

Germans themselves organizing the Nuremburg trials against nazi 

war criminals. Goering would have gone free. Himmler would 

have gone free. All the nazis would have gone free, just as the 

murderers of My Lai have gone free. The dilemma is that only a 

power greater than the Third Reich was able to defeat it and bring 

its war criminals to trial. There being no power greater than the 

USA, no such options exist. The criminals thrive with impunity, 

receiving medals of honor, becoming governor and presidential 

candidate. The last unconquerable superpower goes the way of 

Rome: decadence, decline, self-destruction. 

This state of affairs is not by accident but by design. Friedrich 

Nietzsche believed that “mankind is not on the right path, that it is 

absolutely not divinely directed.” (Ecce Homo) The cavalcade of 

evil presented as good throughout history fits into a framework of 

pseudo-morality resulting in what Nietzsche called “a recipe for 

decadence” and a “loss of center of gravity.” With epic malice, 

those in power dupe millions of people to believe in the “divine 

governance and wisdom in the destiny of mankind.” They 

suppress the truth, which is the opposite, 
 

that hitherto mankind has been in the worst of hands, that it has been 

directed by […] those world-calumniators and desecraters of man.∗ 
 

                                                           
∗

 Friedrich Nietzsche, Ecce Homo, tr. R.J. Hollingdale, Penguin Books, Middlesex, 1979. 
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Readers may seriously question that these epic misedeeds 

are brought about by design, even though the Gulf of Tonkin false 

flag attack clearly reveals that the Vietnam war was desired and 

planned by the American government. At this moment in history 

(January 2015), they may believe that the the epic human suffering 

and violent wars in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and elsewhere  

in the Middle East and Africa are somehow “accidents” of history. 

However, in an interview eight years ago, on March 2, 2007, 

General Wesley Clark, supreme allied commander of NATO from 

1997 to 2000, explained that the United States government 

planned to “take out” 7 countries in 5 years: Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 

Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Iran. As of this moment, the Machiavellian 

plan is behind schedule, but still being meticulously carried out: 
 

✓Iraq – (2003) 

✓Afghanistan – (2001) 

✓Libya – (murder of Gaddafi 2011) 

✓Sudan – (2011, divided in two after US sponsored terrorism) 

✓Somalia – (US puppets in power) 

    Lebanon – (in progress) 

    Syria – (in progress)  

    Iran – (the final apocalyptic stage)    
 

It can be assumed that  the “masterminds” of such an evil plan 

are mentally deranged, totally prepared to bring on World War III, 

totally ignorant of the irreversible calamity it will inflict on earth. 

Despite humanity being “in the worst of hands” the millions of 

people who give them power are eternally dumbed-down and in 

the dark. Their mindless support of these psychopaths puts us all 

in extreme danger. As I write, a Hollywood war movie has been 

nominated for six Oscars, breaking box-office records as it 

celebrates a psycopathic American sniper in Iraq who flaunts 
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having killed 160 people, including women and children, in the 

spirit of the “body-count fixation” of the Vietnam war.∗  

The movie is based on his autobiography which became a 

best-seller before he himself was murdered in the US. The sniper 

glorified the American invaders and turned basically every Iraqi 

that crossed his path into a “savage” worthy to die. In his book he 

regrets that he did not kill more of these “savages,” influencing 

very many Americans who have swallowed the propaganda 

whole into seeing him as a hero, offering their full support to the 

government’s never-ending war crimes against innocent people.  

As happens in most American war movies since World War 

I, the film falsifies history: the moment in the Iraq war when 

Fallujah was being devastated. In April 2004 the US began shelling 

and bombing the city with cluster bombs and projectiles made 

from depleted uranium, forcing most of the population to 

evacuate. The region was contaminated with radioactivity which 

not only caused horrendous birth defects and cancers in the local 

population, but among the very soldiers inflicting the carnage. As 

in Vietnam, the American military used chemical weapons in Iraq, 

ironically the very reason the US made war on Sadam Hussein.  

White phosphorous is seen raining down on Fallujah in 

several video films from the time. White phosphorous can melt 

skin and flesh right down to the bone. With sadistic joking 

reminiscent of the Vietnam war, US soldiers called this epic 

human suffering “shake and bake.” In his epilogue Nick Turse 

makes the connection between the atrocities in Vietnam and those 

decades later in Iraq and Afghanistan: “Never having come to 

grips with what our country actually did during the war, we see 

its ghosts arise anew with every successive military intervention.” 

These ghosts of war have been with us for our entire history. The 

                                                           
∗ Never to be outdone, the British allies of the American military in the Middle East boast of a 

British sniper with 173 “kills.” 
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US has been at war during 93% of its history – 222 out of 239 years 

– since 1776. Scarcely one generation was free of war. 

Most frightening of all, these routine horrors are not simply 

an inbred trait of Americans, but of the entire homo sapiens 

species. Its cleverness allows it to commit mayhem and mass 

murder with newer and newer technology since it first began 

chipping arrowheads from blocks of flint. This astonishing 

homicidal cleverness leads me to wonder: The homo sapiens 

arrived in Europe around 43,000 years ago. After hundreds of 

thousands of years living on the continent of Europe, the 

Neanderthals disappeared at about the same time. Why the 

coincidence? Did the diabolic cleverness of the homo sapiens and 

its technological superiority lie behind this sudden disappearance? 

Did “a My Lai a month” also occur throughout Europe 43,000 

years ago against the once-prosperous Neanderthals?  
 

* 
 

The Swedish author and epic traveller Lasse Berg recently 

published Dawn over Kalahari. It is a very interesting book that has 

provided much food for thought about what it is to be human. It 

begins with the Berg’s visit to the bushmen of the Kalahari and 

proceeds into the epic story of human evolution through the 

hominids to homo sapiens and “our” migration out of Africa some 

60,000 years ago. His thesis is that the homo sapiens is by nature 

good, a friendly creature unique among mammals in terms of 

helpfulness and cooperation with fellow creatures. This of course 

is true, but can apply to helpfulness and cooperation carrying out 

wars of extermination. Operation Speedy Express in Vietnam’s 

Mekong Delta required intricate helpfulness and cooperation 

among different levels of the military establishment to massacre 

tens of thousands of civilians. Indeed, the trademark of the 

military is helpfulness and cooperation. It is a haven for people 
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who have difficulty asserting themselves as sovereign individuals. 

The soldier becomes a part of something bigger and stronger than 

the idividual. He becomes his platoon, his army, his nation. A 

person who feels inadequate as an individual is made to feel all-

powerful in the military. People flee him when he points his rifle. 

He is feared in his helmet and uniform. He is important. 

Lasse Berg writes that humans are by nature altruistic, that 

morality is genetically determined and that it predates religion: “It 

is not religion that gave us morality, but congenital morality that 

created religion.” He adds that humans are by nature extremely 

dependent on getting the group’s respect. Anyone who follows 

the rules of behavior of the group aquires a good reputation. 

Anyone who punishes a betrayer of the group also aquires a good 

reputation. All of this can indeed appear moral within the group 

which is exterminating foreign people whose land they have 

invaded and who are trying to kill them in self defense. But it is in 

fact the mirror image of morality. A truly moral person who 

speaks out against the immorality of the group – as happened in 

Vietnam – is sadistically mobbed and risks his sanity and his life. 

Congenital (true) morality does not fit into the pseudo-morality of 

the group and more and more often is represented by a tiny 

minority of humans. Concerning the evolution of good and evil in 

the homo sapiens, Lasse Berg writes: “We are the origin of these 

concepts, and we are therefore good and evil.”∗ It follows that 

moral beings have made a choice, just as immoral beings have 

made a choice. The moral condition of a given age is like the 

weather – it changes from cold to hot, from wet to dry, following 

the mysterious workings of destiny. The species genetically closest 

to homo sapiens – chimpanzees – mostly live together without 

killing each other. In rare cases, a group of chimpanzees in the 

wild can rip a chimpanzee from a different group to pieces and eat 

                                                           
∗

Lasse Berg, Gryning över Kalahari: Hur Människan blev Människa, Ordfront, Stockholm, 2012. 
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him. The difference between them and us in this instance is that 

the homo sapiens goes berserk in this fashion routinely. In 2006 

archaeologists discovered a mass grave near Frankfurt that is over 

7,000 years old. It held the skeletal remains of thirteen children 

and thirteen adults with skulls crushed and other signs of 

violence. These individuals seem not only to have been murdered, 

but tortured. Considering that there are almost no adult female 

remains, it is assumed that the women were abducted by the 

murderers, a crime committed even today by muslim thugs in 

Africa and the Middle East. Similar graves from this time have 

been found in Germany and Austria. This massacre bears traces of 

a high level of organization, premeditation and planning, as 

would be the case 7,000 years later in the My Lai massacre. 

(Dagens Nyheter 18.VIII.15) 

In the upside-down morality of our age, a psychopathic 

American sniper, mass-murderer of 160 people,  is seen as good in 

the popular media. This is the  occultist  idea of “moral relativism” 

in which there is no inherent difference between right and wrong 

behavior. As true morality decreases in a given society, freedom 

decreases proportionately, the people becoming more and more 

controlled and manipulated by the devious abuse of language, 

becoming dumbed-down slaves. As true morality increases in a 

given society, freedom increases proportionately, the people 

assuming responsibility for their own actions as sovereign 

individuals. Becoming truly moral beings is the only option 

society has to extricate itself from the swamp of immorality in 

which it wallows today that proclaims: evil is good, good is evil.  

The atrocities documented in Kill Anything that Moves would 

be called “inhuman” by most people. This again is an abuse of 

language. Nietzsche would have called these atrocities “all too 

human,” especially if he had had the misfortune to read about the 

horrors of  Verdun, Auschwitz, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, My Lai, etc. 

Considering the millions of First Nations in North and South 
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America exterminated by the Europeans, as well as those in Africa 

and Asia, and the millions murdered by Hitler, Stalin and Mao, 

the race biology, eugenics, genocides and all the other psycopathic 

traits so common to history, they indeed can be described as 

human. Wishful thinkers however cannot accept these traits as 

thoroughly human, and, fearing the truth, call them “inhuman.” To 

a poet interested in the true value of words, the inhuman traits are 

in fact Wisdom, Virtue, Integrity, Honesty and Good Will. These 

things are not seen as practical nor profitable to modern humans, 

and indeed, the tiny minority who possessed these inhuman traits 

in history had serious difficulties surviving. Socrates was one of 

them. 

When these truly Inhuman traits become so common that 

they can be called Human, when morality is firmly established in 

governments instead of the present Machiavellian statecraft of 

”the end justifies the means,”  then the routine atrocities of the 

20th century may not be as common in the 21st. As things look 

now, it seems, on the contrary, that the present century is well on 

its way to surpass the epic evil of the previous century, all the 

while that it is called good by the perpetrators. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


