


TRUTH ULTIMATELY PREVAILS

 “Whoever undertakes to set himself up as a judge of Truth and Knowledge is shipwrecked by the laughter of the gods”. - Albert Einstein

Truth - is relative as well as subjective and differs based on perception of the facts.   Take for  example a glass half filled with water it could be described as half empty or hall full based on individual perceptions and both are correct and there is an element of truth in it.  In spiritual context defining truth is like trying to wrap the sky in a cloth. To a man - seeing is believing, if we were to behold God in front of our eyes, we would still doubt Gods existence.  For materialistically driven humans how is it possible to seek divine truth?  Shirdi Sai BABA, the benevolent master, knew the vagaries of human mind and the loosing battle that a spiritual seeker fights in vain trying to rein the thoughts to focus on God.  Baba strived in His life time to liberate man from the walls of self built ignorance and limitations.   The main purpose of human life is to be happy and every act man indulges in is to bring about happiness to self.  So how can man who is entangled in worldly obligations and materialism find happiness?   Baba's teachings were imbibed with meaning and purpose to elevate man from his spiritually down trodden state to that of a higher human plane of eternal supreme bliss of “Sat Chit Ananda”.  This He did through parables and stories and experiences He gave to His devotees.

The main purpose for Baba teachings was to make man realise the “ultimate truth” that this world is illusory and ephemeral and one should not tie their happiness with the things of this world which would end one day.  Baba taught that we come here alone and go out alone and existence of supreme power is the only reality.  Nobody in this world is really ours.  The relationships that we have been born into and have made in our life time are temporary and nobody comes with us when we leave this world.  The way man can liberate themselves from the clutches of emotional entanglement to the things of this world both material as well as human is by repeating gods name and through acts of giving or charity.  This Baba taught us about through series of experiences that devotees had during Baba's life time and captured by Shri Hemadpant in Satcharita for benefit of future generations

.

Baba's message to mankind about removing their miseries and helping them overcoming the life's challenges is through distribution of udi and asking charity/dakshina from devotees who flocked to Baba seeking guidance both in spiritual as well as materialistic world.  Through these acts Baba conveyed the message to people that body will mix with the elements of this universe when perished it will be reduced to ashes.  Further Baba taught that for spiritual progress it is must that people use their intellect and discriminate between the Unreal and the Real, and develop non-attachment for the Unreal.  Baba bestowed blessings on the devotees who took His darshan and gave them udhi to remind man of his ultimate state and place in this world.  Baba also asked money repeatedly till devotees emptied their pockets in front of Him.  This was done with the intention to create detachment to the materialism.  Money though essential should be used for good cause rather than hoarding it.  Baba asked money indiscriminately from both, young an old as well as woman and children.  Those who gave generously benefited in multiples at a later time.   

Baba also taught about the universality of the energy.  Though man and animals are different by their habitat and belong to different species, yet the common element of supreme energy runs through all the living beings.  The passing away for the loin and sanyasi Sri Vijayanand Swamy from Chennai in presence of Baba is the best example of this universality.  Both had life, but one was human and other an animal and had the same equitable place in the eyes of Supreme.  Yet the life has come to an end to both species.  This teaches that everything that has beginning will ultimately have an end be it a man or an animal none can dispute this truth.  

Baba encouraged spiritually advanced devotees to worship the nirakaar and nirgun form  - God without form and state.  Worship of formless god advances their understanding of the universality of Supreme power and demonstrating the principle of non-duality.  Such devotees will be able to see Baba in everything and treat everybody as one.  Baba asked Mankar to practice meditation on Manchandrigad when Mankar's spiritual progression was limited to seeing Baba's physical form and was not able to behold Baba beyond His physical form.  Baba wanted to remove the web of ignorance from the eyes of man so he could see the truth.  This Baba did by showing His omnipresence and omnipotent character through incidents such as the flowing of Ganga Yamuna from the toes of Baba, churning of boiling food with His bare arms, saving the life of a child at few kilometers away by merely thrusting His arm into the burning fire, controlling of the elements, turning brackish water into sweet drinking water, taking on the injuries inflicted on His devotees and Shyama Karna on His body to mention few examples of Baba's supremacy as a divine Spirit who appeared on the earth for welfare of the mankind.  Such a master taught us through His life that every individual beholds divinity within themselves.  It is only when one seeks to be free from the bondage of the attachments and endeavors to achieve freedom through discipline and good acts as advocated by Baba, such individuals would be able to behold god in themselves and be happy whilst sharing that happiness with others.   

Material things that man possess such as property, wealth, position can be snatched away, the only thing that always remains associated with man even when he departs from the face of earth is his knowledge, his kindness, and honour earned in the court of lord through his benevolent acts.  Nothing and nobody can snatch this wealth from man.  Infact when this wealth is shared with others it multiplies in many folds.  A spiritually advance devotee who knows that God alone is truth and rest illusory and has implicit faith in the words of Baba and knows that Baba alone is the puppeteer and we are mere puppets in His hands such a man will find absolute happiness and is said to have realised the Truth which ultimately prevails in this world filled with maya.  This realisation would help such a man to break away from shackles of illusion and be steady fast in his devotion towards God. 

Sairam

Anitha Kandukuri

Canberra, Australia

