Spiritual Regression or Materialistic Progression?

Often we misinterpret progress in sociological terms.  We take the milestone of what we were 10 years back and measure against what we are now.  In that measurement we take into consideration our financial account, the number of properties, the number of cars and the class of social circles and people with whom we mix with current fat bank balance.  This might be progress in materialistic terms.  Forgive me, I do not imply that I am not materialistic; perhaps I am more so than anybody I know.  Of late I began think as to why does all countries measure progress only with economic status or dollar value?  Where have the human values, customs and culture and humanitarian ethics gone?  

I understand progress as a culmination of steady increase in economic status imbibed with rich and rightful cultural heritage inherited from forefathers by filtering out the age old traditions classism and castism and only incorporating rich values from our traditions other cultures as well to form a common world filled with respect, dignity and advocating morally right lifestyle as advocated by Saints and Seers.  Such a progress will spread all around the globe and increase our vision to encompass the whole humanity as one entity.  This may sound like an economic lecture bear with me as you always patiently do so, I think we all measure progress of a Nation by the ability of people to adapt to foreign culture, by creativity in trying to cover the whole body with 10 cm of cloth and by number of bottles of alcohol one can drink at the blink of an eye irrespective of gender, age, size and shape.  Sounds awful doesn't it?  
We can enrich our society and world as a whole, not just a Nation, remember humanitarianism is not restricted to any National boundary, it spreads where there are people who carry with them humanitarian values added to our rich heritage like preserving human values which gives respect and treats all individuals with dignity, removing old orthodoxies and superstitions which our ancestors have added to our culture as an after thought out of their whims and fancies for the want of something to do.  Let us put on glasses which see the whole universe as being pervaded with the spirit of God and humanity (ether).  Progress needs to be in thoughts and actions of kindness, empathy, compassion, this when mixed with humbleness, sincerity and humility it then earns a place in every heart who ever such a man comes in contact with.  Lady lucky and success knocks at his door.  Such a man has deep healthy sleep and is not vexed with nightmares of uncertainty of where his children will end up once they grow irrespective of Nation.  Because such a man has already sown the seeds of the rich progressive human values in his children.
Let us not regress in values while progressing in materialistic strength.  True strength lies in ability to withstand all temptations and carry the society and people along with us in every field.  Can you imagine how a rich palacious house looks in midst of shanties?  I am not advocating to build houses for others at personal cost, what I am aiming at is changing our attitude and thoughts which is the first step towards godliness and helps to cleanse our immediate environment.  We notice change in our behavior we show consideration, thoughtfulness, show concern, and respect others, we act without selfishness, show qualities of empathy and compassion.  These qualities help us to treat everybody as one of our own and treat them with respect and dignity.  This could be one of the ways to bring about progression towards a better world.  Change is dynamic and has to be slow but steady, and change happens by you and me.  Let us make the start.  BABA advocated samata and not mamata.  One should use wealth for executing the dharma and helping others, such a man is always wealthy in all the births.  Respect and kindness earns loyalty.  Let us start by acknowledging others and respecting them.  Respect leads to dignity of labor destroying the 'Telis wall' of ignorance that separates 'us' from 'them'.  When we destroy wall of discrimination then we can see BABA in all.  Let us live the words BABA taught then our progress in all fields and walks of life is assured for we conscientiously make every effort to do right things.  These are a few of BABA's inspired thoughts which I leave at HIS feet, and all the imperfections, as usual are 'mine'.

May BABA Bless us and lead us in our journey of spiritual progression from darkness towards light.
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