Sai's Message To The Children.

Peter USTINOV the famous, actor, write and dramatist once said “Children are the only form of immortality that we can be sure of “.  It is through children we keep our culture, values, ancestary alive, provided they have been taught the right values, importance of culture and instil right conduct as children.  The responsibility of shaping the future lies in the hands of adults.  Sadly the modern age and automated culture has pushed man away from his rich cultural heritage, tradition and values and replaced them by antagonism, greed and selfishness.  As adults we set a bad example of a role model for children who inturn emulate us which makes future seem bleak. As some said “One hundered years from now it will not matter what kind of car I drove what kind of house I lived in, how much money I had in my bank account, or what my clothes looked like.  But one hundered years from now, the world may be a little better because I was important in the life of a child”.  We have to make an effort to right the wrong done by our actions and to give a better life to our children.  The way to the right path is through spiritualism. 

Spiritualism is path through which man can change his behaviour and restore the lost culture.  Sai Satcharita is one such scripture which captures life and teachings of Shirdi Sai BABA, and this carries a great significance to all Shirdi Sai followers.  Baba's teachings are for HIS children, when they feel lost, and withouth hope, it is BABA’s own words for young and old alike.  Let us reflect on what BABA taught us through HIS life.

Baba was an epitome of love, He loved people indiscriminatorily be it a millionaire or a poor begger or animals.  He saw divinity in all.  His life showed us that - It is love alone that matters.  He shared food with cleaning lady, dogs and birds alike.  His durbar was always open day and night for His children.  

Baba discouraged laziness, His daily routine is an example of being active.  He went around Shirdi.  He watered the garden in Lendi.  He always had time for His children in despair.  Always had a word of love and encouragement on His lips for those who went to see Him.  He urged people to work hard and look after their welfare and be righteous.

He advocated unity and harmony among various religions and urged them to live like brothers.  He said all religions lead to one goal and they are mere path to reach that goal.  He never asked people to change their religion or their practices.  Though He discouraged superstition and orthodoxy, discriminating others based on their caste and class.  Baba said people came to us because of our previous relationship with them.

Baba’s humbleness and humility is remarkable.  Baba taught us how to serve guru by His own example where He served the Psuedo guru Javahar Ali who claimed he was learned and called Baba his student.  Baba served him with humility and did all the duties for Javahar Ali even though Baba was a gyani and parabramah Himself.  He showed us that falsehood has very short life.  Patience and humility will win ultimately.

Baba taught us that nothing matters but the words of Guru.  He said one ought to trust and believe in Guru as He is the guide in our life and takes us to our destination.  He likened Guru to mother tortoise who showers her love on the children even though they are far away from her, her loving glance nurtures them.

Baba taught us to share.  He asked residents of Shirdi to host visitors in their house.  He also showed the importance of charity.  Baba used to give money to the needy.  He showed us that by giving charity we develop dispassion towards things.  This is the best way to get rid of greed.

Baba encouraged repitition of God’s name.  He asked people to trust in God and sing His glories always and said God will take care of all our needs and comes to our aid in times of need.

Baba discouraged arguments and challenges.  He tackled all the problems in a pleasing manner and taught people to increase their level of tolerance.  He said faith and patience were two pillars when one has cultivated these two virtues then success was definite.

Through Baba's life one learns that – whoever be it, man or Saint, once taken birth on this earth they are sure to leave this material body and world after their work is fulfilled on this earth.  Hence one should not give too much of attachment to the material world.  All material things should be used to gain spiritual objective in life and not to develop attachment to it.

Baba was always against the formalities in worship and did not like people to fall in debt for making pilgrimages.  He said, loving rememberance and gratitude towards god is enough and there is no necessity for formal show of devotion towards guru or god.  He said, serving His “children” is equal to serving Him.

Baba always kept His promises.  Through this we learn that we have to make commitment to people only when we know we can keep them and not to disappoint others.  Baba, Master, and god for us has the ability to keep up His promises when He was in flesh and also after His demise. But we humans have limited capacity hence it becomes important for us to think before we make commitment.

From the above few facts outlined in Satcharita it is evident that Baba was a Satpurusha – a perfect man, who not just preached but lived the life of righteousness.  Initially people thought Him to be a mad fakir, but eventually those who raised the stone took shelter at His feet, seeing the divinity radiated from Him.  Such a master lived and walked on this earth and still guides us.  When we feel lost and despair at the events happening in this world, let us reflect our contribution to this chaos - have we added to it or reduced it?  The best contribution we can make to this world better for now and future is to follow what Baba taught us through Satcharita and teach our children the important values of love, empathy, kindness, charity and sharing.  These will stand in good stead at any given point in time.  Let us leave this world with an indelible mark of immortality by teaching the good values to our children who make the future, as through them we live for ever through generations together.  Take Satcharita as the voice of the invisible Master who still lives through that holy book, teaching generations together.  Gift a Satcharita to a Baba's child, and live by His words.  That is will be your biggest contribution to this society.
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