Spiritual Evolution II
BABA repeatedly advised the spiritual seekers that spiritual path or bhakthi is not easy to tread.  There are many pitfalls in the path of spiritual progression.  Unconsciously we are drawn towards these pitfalls, like a moth is drawn to a flame.  The pride in ones religious practices, arrogance, humiliating other’s knowledge and practices, show of once knowledge in Vedas and sacred scriptures, practicing elaborate rituals without devotion - the list of pitfalls is endless.   Satcharita has clearly mentioned about this obstacle in Chapter 35 Stanza 2 (Marati Version) “Thinking of one’s spiritual progress, there is no greater and more difficult obstacle in one’s path than excessive pride in one’s own religions sect which obstructs it.”  

The present day unrest amongst various religious practioners and riots is mainly due to religious pride.  The whole purpose of the religious learning is lost when “madh” surfaces.  This pride is like a “Telli’s wall between the sadhak and God”.  Unless one knocks off this pride and humbly surrenders the thoughts and actions at BABA’s feet, the seeker is beyond redemption.  One must consciously steer their thoughts and evaluate whether their actions are in compliance with what Satcharita has prescribed.  When this is done guru will bless us and we progress in our path towards spirituality.  
BABA did not care much for more outward formalities but if an offering was made in meek and humble spirit, the same was welcome and He accepted it with pleasure and avidity (chapter 16/17 Satcharita).  This is confirmed through various incidents in Satcharita where BABA has encouraged their own practices and did not like interference in one’s practices.  Each person has their own way of communicating with god - some like to go to temples, some meditate, some do naam jaap some practice one or more paths of the Nav vidha bhakti.  The primary qualities of a true seeker are humbleness, sincerity, tolerance towards others practices, compliance with others beliefs when in a social situation, and most importantly should have unprecedented love coupled with faith and devotion towards their Sadguru.  On such a person Sadguru showers his grace.  For followers of Shirdi Sai BABA, Satcharita is a prescribed medication.  Those who are keen to evolve should diligently read it and practice what is written with a single minded devotion and then they are sure to reach their final destination with Sadguru as their companion and guide.
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