



Ignorance!!
Ignorance is Bliss!  One takes shelter behind the shell of ignorance and refuse to allow the light of knowledge penetrate into our being.   Infact we fail to acknowledge that ignorance is the root cause of all the troubles and pain inflicted on us and world at large.  Given a situation a number of self prophesied pundits, learned folks, social workers arise who are determined to take the ignorant and down trodden in the correct path of god realisation.  While doing the work entrusted by god on us, one never stops for a minute to think if they are free from ignorance.  Ignorance is bewitching and enticing damsel enveloping all men and women, learned, illiterate and also pundits.  It is Maya as described by BABA, from the clutches of which nobody can be spared.  This damsel can be destroyed only by the sharp sword of a guru whom ignorance refuses to touch.  
Ignorance is defined as “unawareness” or “lack of knowledge” in Thesaurus.  In path of spirituality ignorance has different meaning.  A beautiful exposition of ignorance is given in Chapter 39 of Sai Satcharita by Hemadpant translated by Indira Kher.  The meaning of ignorance is revealed when Nana’s pride was pricked by BABA during a debate on Bhagavat Geeta.  Various forms of ignorance that a sadhak expresses in the path of spirituality are as follows
1) A Fond outward display of righteousness but with a mind full of doubts within and without the capacity to bear insult even for a moment 

2) Inwardly a keen desire for honour and reputation with an outward show of meditation, while anger, lust smoulder within

3) In reality, full of wicked deeds, without a place for righteous deeds or good thoughts, but flaunting a knowledge of Brahman outwardly 

Few followers of Shirdi Sai carrying out his work have some form of pride in the work that is being carried out, or entrusted to them by BABA.  They seek recognition for their work or consider themselves out of league of the common folks, because of the exceptional service they render to the community.  Some people who have read Vedas and Vedanta’s and spiritual literature make a show of their learnedness.  Followers of Shirdi Sai are aware that one must not expect any favours out of service rendered to people in the name of god yet there is expectation.  There are also people who take on the drudgery of the household on their heads only to enable their spouses to concentrate on the works of god.  Alas!! A man who cannot take the household responsibilities how can such a person take the responsibility of community or world.  Service to god starts from house.  One must remember that in the path of spirituality there is no room for red tape, nepotism, pompousness and conceitedness.  One who considers himself more learned and pious than others has fallen into the pit of unending darkness and cannot be called a sadhak.   Path towards god should not be touched by the evils of the world as one might get entangled in it and forget BABA.  Guruji Satpathyji said “in compound of your house always keep the path going up to Shri Sai free, so that whenever you are troubled by the problems of life, you can find way to him”.  All sadhaks are aware of the dos and don’ts while serving god, but unfortunately, are overcome by Maya and repeatedly commit sins.  Adi Shankaracharya himself was eluded by this powerful Maya of ignorance and it had to be knocked off by an untouchable.  

The mere thought of “I have mastered this”, “I do not need a guru”, “I can achieve moksha by reading books and need not have a guru” are obstacles in spiritual path and the thought itself is the main obstacle in following BABA.  BV Narasimha Swamiji, in his book “life of Sai BABA – Volume II” has given a detailed account of biographies of the great devotees of BABA.  In that Swamiji describes that one must have a child like faith and behaviour to attain salvation.   BABA told Radhabai Deshmukhin “I know one thing, the truth taught to me by my Guru.  It is not the various Sadhanas and books that are necessary.  A study of the shastras is not necessary, what is necessary is absolute surrender to and love for the Guru.”  One must remember that God does not live there where there is ego or conceit.  One should make a conscious effort in curbing the thoughts of ignorance and remember always that what one is now, and what one is doing in the name of God is all but the grace of guru.  If God gives one wealth, name and fame, then He can also take it away in a fraction of a second.  All the actions are originated from him and will merge in him too.  Let us destroy the Telis wall separating us from BABA.  The greatest wealth that a sadhak can accumulate in life time is humbleness and humility – and this can be achieved by grace of guru coupled with conscious effort.  
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