                                      GURU SHISHYA RELATIONSHIP

The primordial relationship of the teacher and the taught forms the crux of life.  This is not necessarily restrained to institutionalized teachings; in fact this relationship starts in a family.  The Vishnu Smriti and Manu Smriti regards the teacher, along with the mother and the father as the most venerable gurus (teachers) of an individual (Source: Notes on Pagan India Shri Mahendranath).  The relationship that exists between the parents and the child is that of complete trust, emotional and intellectual surrender and dependency of the child on its parent.  The parents in turn show patience, love and tolerance and nurture the child to evolve to the best of its ability so that it can coexist in competitive world while balancing their social, spiritual and work life.  The first impressions that a child learns at home are very crucial for its outlook towards the world and how well adjusted it is with the external environment.  A child that loves its parents and respects them will love and respect others and its guru.  The love for divine will spring up naturally in its heart.  

The increase of materialistic needs and change in priorities has redefined role of Guru (teacher) and that of the relationship existing between Guru and Shishya (disciple).  Guru who is known as the dispeller of darkness or guide or a person leading us towards the goal of our life now has become a way for living and meeting day to day needs.  While learning on other hand has become necessary in order to emerge as the best person in the highly competitive and materialistic world rather than learning to find the solutions and the cause for existence.  As a result the very soul that embodies the living and learning relationship between master and pupil or traditional Guru-Shishya Parampara has digressed.

In Spiritual world is it essential to establish Guru - Shishya relationship for spiritual elevation.  Guru symbolizes God to the spiritual seekers and Shishya or disciple represents the continuity of the god hood.  The Divine Life Society argues that “this guru-disciple bond is the most important relationship in a human life. It is in actual fact not a relationship between two human beings, but is the divine reaching out to the divine. This association is therefore not limited by time and space, but is an expression of the infinite”.  In order to lead seeker in this path Guru himself should be evolved in divinity living in perfect divine bliss having attained all objects of life and helps seekers to be free of desires and attain divinity.  Shiridi Sai Baba describes the qualities of a Guru in Chapter 39 of Satcharita who is distinguished by his “attitude, high realization, marvelous superhuman Sattva (being-ness) and unrivaled capacity and Aishwarya Yoga (divine powers). The Sad-guru is Nirguna, Sat-Chit-Ananda. He has indeed taken human form to elevate mankind and raise the world but his real Nirguna nature is not destroyed thereby, even a bit. His being-ness (or reality), divine power and wisdom remain undiminished”.             

A true spiritual seeker must have a guru who can guide him.  For scriptures have described that spiritual path is hard to tread and is like a double edged sword.  One needs a guide who has already traversed in this path and knows the hurdles and shortcomings so that He (guru) can guide other travelers and help them to reach their goal easily.  Spiritual progress is possible only for those who are kindred souls sincere in their quest for understanding the cause for existence.  Their hearts should burst with love for the divine and need to understand the mystic nature of the universe and cause for creation.  The qualities of humbleness have to be developed and for learning to take effect they should serve guru with humility, love, and single minded thought that they exist only to serve and learn from guru in order to be liberated from the cycle of births and deaths.  The qualities of a disciple or sadhak is well defined in Satcharita by BABA in chapter 39 where in it is said that one should surrender completely to the guru with mind, body and soul and learn by questioning Guru with intention to achieve spiritual progress rather than to test the ability of guru or out of idle curiosity.  Guru, who is pleased with the sincerity of the disciple’s efforts and selfless service will then bestow knowledge upon the seeker and show him the union of god, body and soul and fill seeker with divine happiness.   

Having dwelt on the qualities and necessities for establishing Guru-Shishya relationship it is now left to us, the pursuant of the spiritual experience make a choice in our life and follow what is taught in the scriptures and stick to our Guru.  Let us reflect upon on our attitude, reason, and behavior towards Guru and His words.  What is the purpose for following a guru?  Do we ask Him to remove our problems and bestow us with materialistic benefits or to fill us with divine bliss by removing wants completely?   Do we have implicit trust in Him and surrendered our actions and life to Him?  Do we have faith in His words and actions?  Do we understand what He expects us to do or do we wait for Guru to tell us what He wants us to do?  Do we judge His words or take them at face value?  Do we follow what He says or keep postponing them?  Do we raise questions when we do not understand things and need to clarify them so as to move up the spiritual ladder?  What is the tone of our voice when we question Him?  What is our posture in front of our Guru?  These are few questions that help us to know kind of relationship we have established with our Guru.  May divine grace of Baba shine upon us to remove our flaws and have faith and devotion at His holy feet.   

Baba bless us always.
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