Guru

Dhyaanamoolam Gurur Moorthihi
Poojamoolam Guroh Padam
Mantramoolam Guror Vaakyam
Moksha Moolam Guru Krupa. 

Meaning: The Guru's form is the best to meditate upon; the Guru's feet are the best for worship; the Guru's word is the mantra; the Guru's Grace is the root of liberation. 

It is not possible to see the true form of God.  All the pictorial representation of deities or gods is the creative imagination of the artists as depicted in the various scriptures.  So how does a common man worship God?  Satcharita says that Saints are the representatives of God on this earth and appear in times of need to protect the virtuous and guide the seekers of truth in the right path.  Saint or Guru, is the divine personification of God, who has experienced God, lives by the word of God , has the ability to be able to lead an ignorant man in the path of spiritual realisation and make him see God.  As followers of Shirdi Sai BABA, we are familiar with the importance of a Guru for the success in spiritual progression as mentioned  in chapter 32 of Satcharita.  BABA urged that bookish knowledge alone is worthless and added “Let us do our prescribed duty and surrender our body, mind and five pranas (life) to the Guru's feet.  Guru is the god, all pervading.  To get this conviction, strong unbounded faith is necessary.”  

If such were the position of a Guru then what qualities are necessary for a person to be called a guru?  Do we all need to have a guru to attain spiritual progress?  A number of such questions keep haunting us.  To answer these questions let us refer to Satcharita, - a guru is one who has proficiency of all Vedas and has digested the knowledge of self realisation.  Guru's mere glance showers love, mercy and His touch removes our sins.  Being in His presence makes our agitated mind calm and composed.  Being in His presence realisation flashes  by itself without any effort or study by the disciple.  To answer the second question, chapter 26 of Satcharita brings about the   importance of a guru for a spiritual seeker, as BABA said that guru alone who has realised god can take a man towards the path of God realisation so every seeker must have a guru.  

How to find such a guru who would lead us to the path of god realisation?  If our devotion towards god is sincere then god arranges our meeting with our Guru, it could be a guru who is alive in flesh and body or an invisible supreme power in the form of our Sadguru Shri Sai Himself or Satcharita which communicates BABA's philosophy and teachings on how a seeker of god should lead a life.  Satcharita is sufficient to guide a devotee in the path of spirituality.  Satcharita is nothing but the words spoken by Shri Sadguru Sai BABA Himself.  General perception is that guru is always a living entity with body, just like you and I.  Those who are familiar with Sikh tradition will know that the 10th Guru for Sikh guru parampara is Shri Guru Granth Sahib – a book with teachings of all the 9 gurus.  There are no doubt real guru's alive on this earth even in this age and time, but to recognise their worth requires divine guidance.  If our devotion and love towards god is sincere then god himself arranges our meeting with  a noble person who has reached the heights of spirituality being immersed in knowledge of godliness, having digested vedas and treaded the razor edged path of Spirituality.  Do not despair if one has not met the Guru in life, it does not mean that devotion is not sincere, it means, god has different plans for each one of us.  

Baba once asked a devotee, to install a post in front of Dwarakamai on gurupoornima day and offer guru worship to the post instead of to BABA.  One might wonder why BABA did this so.  Mysterious are the ways of BABA, He alone knows why He prescribes certain things to certain people.  Perhaps it might be to convey the message to His devotees that, body or form is not important to show obeisance to guru, it is the bhav or feelings of love, devotion towards “guru”.  That is what BABA conveyed to us when He served the psuedo guru Javhar Ali.  BABA did not judge the worth of the guru, though BABA knew the defects of His guru, He served Javhar Ali with all sincerity a disciple should have towards the guru.  One who knows that  “guru” is the saviour and surrenders at the feet of guru is sure to be delivered from the mundane problems.  One should not judge the worth of the guru,  having reached the feet of guru, one should have love, loyalty and surrender to the feet of the guru knowing that all his actions are controlled by Guru alone, such a man reaches his spiritual goal faster.  Unflinching faith in “guru” is the secret to the success in scaling the spiritual path and that is the message from Satcharita.  One should not involve in the arguments discussing the greatness or defects of a guru, when we are not perfect who are we to discuss the defects of another.  Shradda and Saburi are the two invaluable ornaments to be adorned by the devotee, when one serves guru with faith and devotion, God will be pleased and shower His grace through the guru.  On this guru poornima let us offer our sincere pledge to practice what BABA taught us through Satcharita and offer our love and devotion at the feet of the guru.  Know that is guru's word is gospel and surrendering at the feet of Guru will deliver us from sins of many birth.  

Oh Master on this holy Gurupoornima day please accept our love and devotion at your holy feet and beg you to purify our body without ego and vices use us to serve you and love you always.
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