



Education or Literacy 
India is a very rich country she produced many great thinkers, Saints, scientists and noble prize winners - though nationalised citizens of other countries yet the products of this great soil.  India ranks first not just in population explosion but also in cultural diversity, secularism, heritage, and most important of all mythological wealth of knowledge.  All the sacred books namely, Bible, Quran, Geeta, Guru Granth Sahib etc, have laid down principles and precepts for a man to follow and evolve into god hood.  Yet inspite of all these readings man remained as ignorant as ever from the period of Adam in conducting himself as a true son of god.  Meher BABA in “The God Man” by C.B Purdom has said that “Man's inability to live God's words makes the Avatar's teaching a mockery. Instead of practising the compassion he (god) taught, man has waged crusades in his name. Instead of living the humility, purity and truth of his words, man has given way to hatred, greed and violence.”

Man fancies himself learned, and is content with mere reading.  Education does not mean just knowing the 3 r’s or ability to finish voluminous books in matter of days.  It is the ability to read, and apply what is learnt into practical life and influence his behaviour as well as others within the society at large for the betterment of every individual.  Recently in a lecture at Sri Venkateshwara University - Tirupati, Sri Satpathyji spoke on Value Based Education.  He said that present day institutionalised education emphasises on materialistic acquisition and has no value for academics and education is viewed only as a means for fulfilling personal wants.  He added that materialistic acquisition is essential but the attitude applied to obtain it is important.  He went on to say that education has value only when people derive satisfaction and engage in it happily with an ability to positively influence the society in a constructive way.   The humorous illustrations coupled with scientific explanation in harmony with religious insight have given food for thought to people to rethink the definition of education on the given lines.

The very idea of value addition is enumerated by BABA in Satcharita.  In chapter 21 Baba gives V H Thakur, the significance of learning.  Baba says that “..these things have to be practised and lived. Mere reading won't do. You have to think and carry out what you read; otherwise, it is of no use. Mere book-learning, without the grace of the Guru, and self-realization is of no avail".  Baba has also stressed on the importance of practice of what is learnt from our scriptures, alas! man did not comprehend the essence of Baba’s teachings.   
In present context materialistic man is self centred and thinks practically, and takes pride in rational thinking. Man does not have time for compassion, empathy, purity and trust in life.  Time is money, the more $$$’s one makes the successful they deem themselves to be. Does the happiness lie in such rationality?  Are the family members of such rich and influential people happy?  Are the parents happy?  Do we carry the sanskars or values that have been taught by the age old traditions?  Do we love our parents, and relatives without any conditions?  Does the thought of dollars come to our mind when we hear our parents or relatives come to live with us? The line of questions is endless.  

Being learned does not mean that one should dance to the tune of money.  Whatever be the level of learning, one should not lose the sight that happiness arises from love, humility, compassion, and rich values we hold rather than from learning only to earn money.  It is very disappointing to note the level of distress and desperation in the tone of learned man inspite of all that formal institutionalised learning.  This is because we fail to follow what the scriptures have laid down for us and understand that God alone is the universal puller and every action is governed by Him alone and all we need is to go along the flow of His grace.  
Sri Satpathyji quoted Pluto “where opinion rules in the guise of knowledge that state is destined to fall”.  This is what is happening in present world where religious books and the sacred word of god is misinterpreted to fan the selfish motives and spread mayhem, paranoia, hatred and cause mass death only to create fear in people for the purpose of gaining control or establishing power in the world.  All the above points do invoke the inner consciousness of a man; it is time for man to ponder over whether he can be called literate or educated.  Frankly speaking the choices man makes in life decides the state of happiness for him and ultimately to the society he lives in.  So it is time to consciously choose to add value to literacy and be called educated individual equipped with power of knowledge and take the world in their stride and march towards the path as laid down by God and Avatars in the Holy Scriptures.  Let us show that we are educated and not merely literate……..
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